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Rome After the Punic Wars
· The Gracchi
· Tiberius Gracchus (d. 133 B.C.)
· Gaius Gracchus (d. 121 B.C.)
· Held the office of tribune 
· Managed to enact land reform by giving it to the poor, as well as enacting other measures which benefited the poor
· Managed their reform without consulting the senate (contrary to constitution)
· Were not necessarily altruistic, as opposed to simply opposing the constitution
· Gaius Marius (d. 86 B.C.)
· Was a “late” political starter
· Married into the patrician Julian clan, which would confirm him as a relative of Julius Caesar
· Attempted to take advantage of the land reform by turning his attention to military recruitment (once you owned land you were eligible for military service) – Marius used this to his advantage
· There were still not enough people for the military
· He turned to the poor by promising them jobs, money, etc. by becoming part of his “personal army”
· In 107 B.C. he became consult – 104, 103, 102, 101, and 100 as well
· Were granted to him so that he could defeat Rome’s enemy – the Gaul (were menacing Rome in Italy as well as France)
· He was successful against them, but also responsible in looking after the welfare of his soldiers
· Working through others, he had a measure of legislative measures put forward including: land allotments to be made to army veterans
· Lucius Cornelius Sulla (d. 78 B.C.):
· Had patrician roots
· Had been a soldier under Marius, and from him, learned that it was important to have control of an army
· Sulla used the army at his command against Marius
· Had a mass of 6 legions, each of 5000 men, to ensure that he would have the command against Mithridates, although legally it was his campaign, as he was consult at the time
· Marius however had the support of the plebs 
· In 83 B.C., when Sulla returned from the East, he used his army against Rome in order to be appointed dictator (which was last done in the 2nd Punic war, albeit constitutionally)  
· Mithridates of Pontus
· Was menacing Rome

First Century B.C.
· Plebeians could now be admitted into the senate, and some were rich
· Some patrician families had lost their wealth and prestige
· i.e. the Gracchi
· Roman society nonetheless was divided into 2 parts: 
· Optimates (Boni)
· “Good” men
· Traditionalists, supporters of  a strong senate
· Populares
· The people’s party, more liberal
· Both parties comprised the Roman republican governing class (Nobilitas/Nobility)
· Resemble modern political parties
· Equites/Equestrians
· Businessman of Rome (ex-military)
· However, might have no military connection at all
· Did not belong to the nobility class
· Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus (“Pompey”)
· Leader of the Optimates class  
· Quintes Sertorius
· Champion of the populares class
· Eventually both parties went head to head in battle against each other
· Pompey was the victor in 72 B.C.; his reward was a consulship in 70 B.C. with another optimate, Marcus Crassus 
· Crassus was qualified, as he had held previous quaterships: quasteor, tribune, etc. 
· He was also extremely wealthy 
· He had had success in the military as well
· Pompey however was under the legal age of 42, and had never held any other public office, nor was he rich; what helped his candidacy was that he had amassed a loyal army 
· As consuls, though they disliked and were jealous one another, they upheld the current state institutions; but in the year 70, they had alienated the senate
· After their dual consulship, they willingly went their separate ways
· Pompey obtained a command in the Mediterranean of clearing Pirates; he received another command later on to terminate Mithridates again , which occurred in 65 B.C.
· Pompey had also added territory from the Black Sea to the Tigris River to Rome’s land possession 
· In 61 B.C. he returned to Rome, but was “out of the loop”, and there was another rising star to reckon with – Gaius Julius Caesar

· Gaius Julius Caesar
· Pompey, Crassus, and Caesar would control Rome for the next 16 years, i.e. 60-44 B.C.
· They joined together in “the first triumvirate” of 60 B.C. (a rule of three men)
· Was of patrician roots – his family was established, old, and wealthy
· Was aristocratic in his demeanour 
· The creation of the triumvirate seemed to be Caesar’s idea, who knew that 3 heads would be better than 1, and that Pompey and Crassus could contribute to Caesar’s political reign 
· To achieve personal control, they would have to work together; thus, they decided that:
· 1) Caesar would be one of the consuls in 59 B.C.
· 2) Pompey and Crassus would work behind the scenes
· Pompey was married to Caesar’s daughter, Julia, making him his son-in-law
· There was another consul that year, Bibulus, which was an anomaly, because he was so ineffective and mute 
· After 59, Caesar decided that he might like a 5 year term in Gaul, which he assumed from 58-53 B.C. 
· Pompey and Crassus could now come back in the spotlight, and became consuls again in 55
· In 54 B.C., Julia died
· In 53, Caesar asked that his term in Gaul be extended until 49 B.C. 
· Crassus was killed in this same year by trying in vain to regain in vain his military reputation, which was waned after his victory over Spartacus
· In 52 B.C., Pompey became the sole consul 
· The triumvirate had turned into a struggle of 2 men, over who would eventually control Rome
· By 49 B.C., Pompey was firmly controlling the senate
· The senate reminded Caesar he had to lay down command of his legions when he returned to Rome, because a Roman general was not allowed to enter on Roman soil with legions of armies – this was a huge blow to Caesar
· He crossed through the Rubicon River (boundary between Rome and Cis Alpine Gaul) with his army, thus declaring war on Rome and Pompey 
· He came up with a phrase - “ now I toss the dice” (Alea iacta est!)
· Pompey took flight, and in 48 B.C. and were defeated in Pharsalus by Caesar (But Pompey survived and fled to Egypt) – when Caesar arrived in Egypt, he was presented with the severed of Pompey 
· The Ptolemies had taken over Egypt (one of Alexander’s men who had taken over Egypt after Alexander’s death) 
· His sister, Cleopatra, was educated and clever, so Ptolemy was afraid of her and kept her prisoner 
· She was put on the throne, as she was given as a ‘present’ to Caesar, and Ptolemy was effectively removed – they had a child, Caesarian (gave way to the c-section) and only lived till 17 years of age
· By the end of 47, Caesar was on his way home – travelled due North first (to add more to Rome’s growing empire) and ended up south of the Black Sea, and went to war against a descendant of Mithridates – Pharnaces
· This is where the phrase “Veni, vidi, vici” originates (I came, I saw, I conquered)  
· Caesar became dictator for 10 years, and in 45 was elected dictator for life
· He died in 44 B.C. – was assassinated by Brutus (raised as Caesar’s son) among other people; gives way to “Et tu, Brute?”
· He was  killed on his way to the senate house in Pompey’s theatre complex
· Marc Antony and Octavian
· Antony and Ledipus seemed likely to fill the shoes of Julius Caesar
· The only obstacle was Caesar’s dying will: he had designated his successor to be a grand-nephew, Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus (Octavius, 44 B.C.) 
· Designated him his adopted son as well as his heir
· The suffix anus denotes adoption
· He becomes Rome’s first emperor in 27 B.C. under the name of Augustus 
· The Roman title Augustus prior to 27 B.C. had only been designated to Roman gods
· This impasse was resolved by the creation in 43 B.C. of a second triumvirate of Antony, Lepidus, and Octavius 
· Legally sanctioned for 5 years in contrast with the first triumvirate 
· Their first goal was the vindication of the murder of Julius Caesar, which happened in 42 B.C. and led to the Battle of Phillipi: Antony vs. Brutus and Cassius 
· There was another political marriage between Antony and Octavia, the sister of Octavius, in year 40
· The members of the triumvirate went their separate ways in 33 B.C.
· Antony went east in 32 after divorcing Octavia, where he also succumbed to the charm of Cleopatra 
· Lepidus took an early retirement 
· Octavian stayed in Rome, but there was a showdown between him and Antony at the battle of Actium in 31 B.C. 
· The senate declared war on Cleopatra (not Antony to elude any awkwardness or distress/civil war) because she was a non-Roman
· Antony continuously promoted Caesarian’s cause to the heir of Rome throughout his lifetime; however, this presents a dilemma for Octavian who is also Caesar’s son
· Antony commit suicide in 30 B.C. and Octavian claims Alexandria and Egypt as a province of Rome, also in 30 B.C.; Cleopatra eventually commit suicide as well in the same year, finally, Caesarian was executed (most likely by Octavian) 

From Julius Caesar to Augustus - Review
· Caesar crossing the Rubicon (49 B.C.)
· Battle of Pharsallus: Caesar vs. Pompey (48 B.C.)
· Caesar assassinated on the Ides of March (44 B.C.) – Octavius is dedicated his adopted son (name changes to Octavianus) and heir (becomes Augustus upon becoming emperor) 
· Battle of Philippi (42 B.C.)
· Battle of Actium (31 B.C.)
From Republic to Empire
· Absolute Tribunician Power – conferred upon Augustus 
· Gave him complete control over the assemblies (thus the Roman people)
· Highest ranking tribune 
· Augustus received Spain, Gaul, and Syria as his personal provinces – along with their finances and armies 
· Provided him with his own personal military 
· Set about to reform the state through those armies, and through the provincial tax money
· He had a third benefit also: the superior position he held among the Romans with the title of Augustus 
· Declared for himself that he was Princeps Senatus – he was the “chief member” of the senate; granted power to declare war and make peace
· Romanization of other cultures
· Egypt was secured, Carthage was rebuilt 
· From 27 B.C. – 14 A.D. were largely a time of restored order and prosperity 
· Pax Romana : “Roman peace”
· Based on trade along roman roads, and the sea, with the threat of pirates completely eliminated
· Citizenship rights were gradually extended abroad to Rome’s oversea territories 
· The only threat occurred in A.D. 9, in Germany – Telubburg Forest
· Publius Quinctillius Varus was the commander of these German armies who attacked the Roman legions at night 
· The result was that no further attempts were made by Rome to occupy the lands by Germany along the Rhine/Danube frontier
· Rome became a physical and genuine world capital
· Augustus did not exaggerate when he said that he had “found it a city of brick, and left it a city of marble”; found it a primitive place, left is sophisticated 
· Culturally, the age of Augustus was the age of the famous individuals of Roman literature 
· He died in A.D. 14, without a successor 
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