Hobbes: The New Science of Politics 
INTRODUCTION
1) Historical Background Scientific Rev. Reject Aristotle  (1664)
- trying to come up with a science that is universal such gravity
[bookmark: _GoBack]- The divide in religion between protestant and Catholics causes conflicts, social disorder 
- kill the king , sick of military tyranny, gotten rid of citizen army and the leader, aristocracy decides that this ruling is harmful to them and they go and get the kings son, Charles the second, decide to run democracy
- establish the rule of law
- they put the king back on the thrown, Hobbes is writing in the restoration period
- common law, or roman law, it has no truth to it anymore after all the social chaos
- Hobbes is going to find a law through science not through the past: divine law etc… 
- We need to re- understand what the state is 
1) Hobbes rejects Aristotle and Socrates, politics is going to be defined by what man really is
- deconstruction of laws, morality etc… No sense of common purpose,
___________________________________________________________________
A) Descortes- Radical Doubt and Resolutive/ Compositive Method 
- “I think therefore I am moral subjectivity
B) Bacon- advancement of learning “experimental method
- utility and productive- knowledge- knowing + making 
- bacon takes the Christian charity, improvement of the natural world, better one self
- Hobbes find new politics in the basis of utility
C) Mechanical Universe- matter in motion- physics = the force and counter- force 
- individuals are treated as matter in motion, 
- force and counter force
- HB no different than rest of the world, made up of simple materials
- world as we know it is through experimental empirical
D) Empiricism “
- sense impression} to Aristotle it is a cause of error because all senses point to different things 
- Aristotle’s science is rejected, reject the cosmology of the classical world and building up a new natural world 
- no purpose in nature, just matter in motion
E) Unity and identity- everything is material- composite of simple to complex 
- Aristotle parts of nature had a hierarchy, now Hobbes: everything is the same, no hierarchy of being, no status society ex: king, slaves etc…
- All HB are free and equals 
F) Universal
- physical laws of motion BUT THAT IS IT, everything else is BASIC MATH
- any sense of purpose, is a product of our imagination = SOCIAL CONVENTION
Human Nature- Sense Experience 
- looking at HBs like a mechanical clocks
1) No “Imate Ideas”- Sense Impressions and Experience 
“external bodies”, “press” upon” organs and create “image”
- there is no soul that’s why there is no imate ideas
_NO QUALITATIVE DIFF JUST QUANTATATIVE, NO TELOS, NO ESSENCE- cant define man as rational being, man has no natural purpose, man is made of more complex components, but is still equal to simple organisms
- nothing guiding you out of the cave, or god saving your soul, just SENSE IMPRESSION
- ex: Lights from the photon of the universe creates an image in your mind through science, it’s a physical force
- the mind is a blank slate. The brain learns by imperialism, through speech we figure out what is same, quantitative analysis
2) Image and Imagination- ideas or products of the mind 
“memory”= compounds of images 
man same as beasts 
- Images and imaginations are products of our mind through mechanical force, there is no just vision
- by translating the bible in different languages the meaning of the words get distorted 
- All thoughts begin with thought expression
- through speech we recognize things as the same
- overtime we find what is useful and harmful, words are a construct of the mind
- name things in the world,
3) Understanding- comes from speech a) voluntary sign, words are constructs of mind- subjective and relative 
4) Thoughts product of chance and experience  custom + accident and error, instrumental 
- thinking is no special, doesn’t reveal truth, reason produces truth, reasoning is mere calculation to create a functional reality
- SOCIAL CONVENTION- speech is a tool, human ordered purpose not cosmo ordered purposed not useful therefore not important, doesn’t reveal truth  
5) Reason “reckoning”- calculation
Means to end 
- disordered to a purpose  Man Imposes order on chaos 
Man as Desiring Machine 
1) Man is moving motion- mechanical and corporal- strings and pulleys 
2) Life = Desire- Reason as instrument of passion, reason tool for survival, animal= animation 
3) Man “moved by pleasure and pain- appetite/ aversion
- touch over sight- metaphor is force not “light”
4) Radical freedom and equality of all men 
differences “social construction “accidents of custom and tradition 
5) Good + Evil- have no “objective meaning” 
No morality in nature, No objective meaning to use as a guiding star, confusion of words + preference
- no virtues and vices, 
- debate over religion is equivalent as the debate on fairies and witches, THERE is NO WAY to PROVE IT RIGHT
- everyone has their own beliefs but no point of talking about it because you cannot prove it, not something you can built you state on, not something people will cause a war over 
6) Self-interest + individuals- power after power “ceceth only onto death” } VIEW OF MAN IN STATE OF NATURE 
The State of Nature + Social Contract 
- natural slavery try to dominate by their own ….
1) War of all Against All- Life nasty, brutish and short 
2) Man’s vanity- subject ALL others to domination self- regard and partiality of values
- everyone has this in common, therefore you try to impose them and make everyone your slave, there is no common good, like rule of law or overarching God 
3) No Common Good- only common BAD-  strongest passion 
Fear of Violent Death- Matter motion- Force and Counter force 
- only individuals pursuing their power
- fear of death} common BAD, (no common good)
4) Law of Nature- Survival and self-preservation = Common good 
5) Social contract- Each man “multitude” of men transfers, power to construct/ create a single sovereign power 
6) Leviathan- Mortal God- ORDER THROUGH COMMAND + OBEDIENCE
- man constructs government through voluntary will, give up power etc… to this mechanical institution, that will then impose law and order to save us from violent death
- king (any sovereign power)  is a center of power, kings word is the law, king says what religion we will follow
- government artificial being, it is good because it is the source of order through rule of error, 
- keeps his subject in owe  
____________________________________________________________________________________

Group Work
1) Explain the passage
2) How does it contribute to Hobbes’ understanding of Human Nature 
3) How does it differ from Classical + Christian tradition?
- stopping political dialogue
Of Sense- Pg 85- 86
- representation of the world
- body a tool for experiences 
-  all thoughts from the products of our mind, mechanical response of sense impression
Of Imagination- Pg 87- 88
- imagination is imperial
- they come from our senses, decaying sense imagination is something you remember, when memory is left alone for a while, it degenerates and fades, renewed by impression of force, force/ indentation of a memory
- constant reinforce of law, and image, and reminder, constantly impress the law through punishments 
- con
Of Memory- Pg 89- 90
- memory based on compounded information, no imamate ideas, no idea of the good
- dreaming it is in chaos
- nothing beyond our imamate experience
Of Understanding- Pg 93- 94
- man and animal understand concepts the same, man responds to their name like dogs to when you call their names 
- man can put together a longer train of thought, only diff
- the basic concept that takes to get to understanding 
Of Thought- Pg 94- 96
- Life = Desire- Reason as instrument of passion, reason tool for survival, animal= animation Man “moved by pleasure and pain- appetite/ aversion
- touch over sight- metaphor is force not “light”
- reason unlike in Aristotle and Plato is not the top of the hierarchy of the soul, rational thinking gets you out of the cave 
- 2 train of thought, proves that reason is just a tool, means to an end:
+ guided thought: regulated by some type of desire , makes an impression like fear or hunger 
+ unguided thought: man left to their own mind

Reason and Science (Pg149), Pg 100- 112
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The State of Nature  
1) Scientific Thought Experiment- Break Society down to its judgmental parts- discover fundamental principles 
- individuals acting (moving) in absence of restraint (govn’t + law) 
- science is without history, scientific principle does not change
- state of nature as a scientific experiment in the mind, what man is without a government, break down the complexity of a n existing states to its fundamental parts, then resemble to perform a human purpose, to fulfill a design, rational approach 
- Parts of society: IDIVIDUALS: Idi with absence of govn’t 
- without government, absence of restraint, man is pursuing all his desires, MATTER IN PERPETUAL MOTION, diff than nature view of Christians, perpetual desire without any rest, classic: rational to calm the desires, to come to a rest, how reason is used to moderate passion in the realm of change of possibility 
- Hobbes: No natural end, no final cause, no salvation. Stop restricting the passions, life according to nature, pursuit of desires  Hobbes
- Allmen have natural rights
2) Natural Right- All men stripped of social convention- have an equal right to all things- (no natural order) 
- without restraint, all men are equal, everyone has the same functions, we have equal right to everything, no hierarchy of society 
3) Life is perpetual motion- Restless striving for power 
- all need unit of power to achieve various ends, this creates a natural competition among men 
- it is an instrument for passion to reach its goal, POWER is a tool to pursue pleasure and avert pain, CONSTANT MOTION that sets everything against each other 
- No good and evil
- everyone becomes enemies towards each other, no one to protect your own interest but your ones self’s
- without law to restraint man’s passion, there is no authority to order claim, everyone has claims to everything even other individuals 
- no common power or law in the state of nature, man will pursue ones desire until something stops them 
4) Reason is the slave of the passion- a means (instrument) to appetite and a versions (pressure + pain)
5) Relativity of good +evil- perpetual war of all against all
- people will preserve their lives even against good and evil
6) Fear of violent death is the fundamental principle of politics, foundation of social order 
- cannot stop another man to kill you, state of perpetual insecurity
- becomes fundamental grounds of politics
-establish obedience on instinctual thing to survive 
- FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE: Security of all social order 1		
The Social Contract 
1) Where there is no common power there is no just and unjust – No natural just- Law “mere world” without forced and effect  
- sovereign power ability to fix truth 
- natural equals and natural sovereigns, we need to come together and diffuse that natural power to a single power 
2) Law of nature = self- preservation- Liberty = Absence of restraints 
3) Each agrees to laydown “natural rights” and Transfer power 
many wills “multitude” become a single will- sovereign power 
4) Each man is the “author”- each binds the other- mutual contract 
5) Sovereign power “reprints” the combined and ultimate power of all
- mutual contract, equally submission to one single source of power  
6) Civil society is an artificial construct- product of sovereign power 
state “enforces”- the law of nature- peace as self 
- artificial construct of sovereign power
- man is transformed from part of state of nature to 
Leviathan- The Mortal God 
1) The Power produces the Commonwealth by holding 
ALL men in AWE + Terror- Command/ obedience 
- submit your will to sovereign power, not subject to each other but 
- we need terror and public display of power in order to obey the law, if left to our own devices, we will seek our desires 
2) Sovereign- Source + origin of all Law- Absolute and Unlimited 
(no greater force to oppose it)
3) Sovereign Supremacy- establishes all subordinate powers 
(executive + judicial) (administrative + municipal) 
- source of all laws } sovereign, 
- no greater force to oppose it, its word is law, the power is that which has ultimate control
-Sovereign establishes judicial and executive, Locke on the other hand believes that there should be checks and balances on those sectors 
- “everything flows from the crown”
4) Sovereign power- purely functional it preserves the peace 
(acquisition or institution- irrelevant- enjoyment = consent ) 
5) Liberty of the subject is in the silence of the law 
- system of positive law, sets out a law of prohibition, minimal prohibition, despite that you have freedom under the restrictions. Freedom to do anything else beyond the structure of the laws 
6) Politics= Law/ order- crime + punishment produces public safety 
- secures individuals safety 
7) Dissolution of Sovereign Power returns men to the State of Nature 
- if the sovereign power collapses then the society returns to the state of nature 
- 
_____________________  ____________________________________ ______________________ ____
Group Work
1) Worth of Man- (Honour relative )- Source of Faction Ch. 10 
- Wealth, reputation and knowledge 
- does not follow a rational follow of cosmos
- nobility, reputation… = power 
- the worth of a man: his price and what each person has to gain with what we have, truth is in the external observation 
2) Difference of Manners- Product of Desires, Ch. 11 
- no greatest good, no final end
- conception of how and why state came to be 
- how power is need to perform stuff in the state 
- need a common power to give their rights to 
- happiness, striving of desire over desire
3) Natural condition of Man- enmity and war, Ch. 13 
- everyone is self- partial, conflict arises when people have conflicting desires
- even strong people are afraid that they will be stabbed in the back
- people take no pleasure in each other 
- man is naturally self- interested and anti- social, naturally in competition
- security dilemma  
4) Fear of Death- Pg. 186- 188
- cant have culture, so worried about getting killed ex: locking doors 
- only injustice can happen when there are laws, 
- radical equality, selfish 
- scare us into obedience 
- security trumps everything else (fear of violent death) 
- the solid ground of all else can be built 
5) Law of Nature = Natural Liberty 
Law of Nature: Man is forbidden to do what is destructive of his life
- man is against everyone against everyone, everyone governed by his own reasons
- right in preserving one’s life against his enemies, everyman has a right to everything; even to another’s body
Right: liberty to do anything, right to property…
Law: laws are stated in the society, list of things to do and not to do 
- become impediments of each other
- social contract enables natural freedom convention completes nature
- justice and injustice product of law 
- we have them by nature but no security to enjoy those rights, we have to establish a system of law, then we have the ability to enjoy those rights  


