Society, Globalization and Environmental Degradation








Professor Rahim Baba
Environmental Sociology SOC 3105 A
2013















[bookmark: _GoBack]
Environmental degradation has progressively become an issue throughout the globe. The increase in environmental degradation currently presents crucial challenges to our world. Degradation is compiled of three different segments: society degradation, globalization degradation, and environmental degradation. These three segments are very different but at the same time coincide with one another and are very similar. 
	The society section of degradation is one of the most important. This degradation does not only refer to how society has evolved, but also how it has devolved. Society is seen by some to be at an all-time low, and at an unfixable economic slump. Several years ago, members of society would have a full time job by the age of 20. As of late, society is filled with young adults aged 17-25 intoxicating themselves with alcohol and drugs until they puke, or little girls believing it is adequate to take naked photographs of themselves. The overall morale of society has changed drastically, and will continue to do so unless dealt with by world societal leaders. 
	   The globalization aspect of degradation is very closely linked to society as well. According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, globalization is defined as the “development of an increasingly integrated global economy marked especially by free trade, free flow of capital, and the tapping of cheaper foreign labor markets” (Merriam-Webster). Within the last three decades, world governments have been lifting the limitations of businesses to trade goods and services across the globe. As a result, elites and multinational corporations often take advantage of local companies and communities that have little or no say in global economic decisions. Dennis Smith of Loughborough University compared the degradation of globalization to a dynamics of humiliation. He also states that it is a process, not just a condition. It was best described as “the key part of dynamics of humiliation, resentment and response currently shaping our world” (Smith, 372). 
	The degradation of the environment has, in the past, been ignored; but is now being looked at as one of the globe’s major issues. The globe and its inhabitants have carelessly used natural resources while at the same time contaminating the atmosphere with harmful pollutants. Pollution caused by major corporations link back to degradation from society and globalization. Restrictions on major corporations’ carbon footprint have recently been rigorously monitored in order to contain the pollution and preserve all parts of the environment. It is clear that all three aspects of degradation are related, but the next few pages will describe in depth exactly how they connect. 
Link between society, globalization and environmental degradation
Society, globalization, and environmental degradation are all related. There is no doubt that the current environmental problems affect everyone and make no distinction between boundaries. Globalization allows the effects of our actions to be felt worldwide. However, it also allows humans to share creative solutions to the problems of environmental degradation caused by the growing needs of society. To have any hope of solving the global problems of environmental degradation, cross border collaboration is required as states individually do not have the power to solve a problem that has effects and consequences far beyond their own borders. For example, rivers and oceans are shared resources that often border more than one nation. Another way that the environmental effects of globalization are felt is through our shared atmosphere which carries air pollutants all across the globe. The atmosphere is a shared resource and protects us from the harmful UV rays of the sun and depletion of the ozone layer for example is detrimental to humans globally. 
Globalization and the environment affect each other based on economy, knowledge and governance (Najam, Runnalls and Halle 8). Globalization allows access to a greater market and changes the scale of economic activity. This in turn is affected by the availability of natural resources and the demand for different resources. Globalization also allows states to share knowledge about more efficient extraction processes and best practices when it comes to the environment. However, since the negative effects of globalization are also felt globally, it can also push consumers to fight against the trend of globalization and start buying locally. Globalization necessitates global cooperation and governance and requires the cooperation of different actors from various societies to effectively manage issues. The dramatic increase in the demand for resources worldwide means that the future development of world economies depends on how well we manage the environment. It follows then, that miss-management of the environment could slow down economic progress. Acording to Najam, Runnalls and Halle, we already exceed the capacity of the environment to support us by 25 to 30 percent, and 60% of the environment is overused (11). Unfortunately, consumerist attitudes in the developing nations are following the trend of the developed world and as development and the income of the developing world increases, so does their consumption and waste. The growing class of consumers in India and China for example are following the example of the Western consumers and the increased demand for resources is placing a great strain on the environment. India and China alone make up 20% of the global consumer class and number over 360 million which is greater than the consumer class in Western Europe. The acquisition of raw material to meet the growing needs of consumers often supersedes the need for sustainable development. Environmental degradation in turn has adverse health effects for the global consumers whose needs are being met at the expense of the environment. Over 2.5 million people die every year in the Asia pacific region due to air pollution, lack of access to safe water, and poor sanitation practises (Najan et al. 12). Climate change due to the burning of fossil fuels could further adversely affect the global poor by affecting the agriculture sector. Changing climate patterns could cut South Asia’s wheat production in half according to Black (2006). These changing climate patterns are one factor that are encouraging society’s reliance on GMO (genetically modified organisms) crops because genetically modified crops can be engineered to be more drought, heat, and flood resistant. However the global health effects of GMOs are so far uncertain. If climate change from the burning of fossil fuels continues, it is estimated that it could cause economic losses of 5-10% of global GDP and the accompanying rise of sea levels and its effects on agriculture could create 150 million environmental refugees by 2050  (Najam, Runnalls and Halle 13). The increase in environmental problems which threatens the world economies increases the insecurity of human societies and increases potential violent conflicts over scarce resources. In a globalized world, the effects of violence can also be far reaching. 
Society is intrinsically linked to and changed by globalization in many ways. Globalization often results in the stratification of society, that is, an increase in marginalization of the disadvantaged groups in society. The “winners” of globalization depend less on marginalized groups within their society and rely more on the global market. This can be considered a classic example of Marx’s class struggle where the capitalist system benefits certain individuals often at the expense of society. An example given by Najam, Runnalls and Halle is the case of small fishers in the Caribbean. Although the advanced extraction techniques, reduced transportation costs and increased global demand are products of globalization, the small fisherman does not benefit much from this. Fishing by commercial ships to meet global demands decreases the amount of available fish in the ocean and makes it even harder for the small fisherman to survive. Similarly, the by-products of industrial production that harm the environment are paid for by the general public through their taxes in the form of environmental cleanup and management or adverse health effects (Marshall 260). The capitalist enterprises that produce the waste aren’t always held responsible for the cleanup and management of the waste they produce. Global consumption is the key that connects globalization and environmental degradation. Society’s demand for resources has increased at a faster pace than the population. Not only is the number of consumers growing, they now want more than ever before. While population doubled from 1950s till now, the use of wood has more than doubled, water use has tripled, and the global use of energy resources such as oil, coal, and gas has increased five times. The increase in consumption has not been homogenous. The developed nations still consume the vast majority of resources. The average American in the year 2000 consumed as much as 28.9 Indians and as much resources as 395 Ethiopians. Because of the overconsumption of the developed (and now developing) world, it is projected that humanity will be using two planets worth of natural resources by 2050 to sustain itself on its current course (Najam, Runnalls and Halle 22). An example of the interaction of society, globalization, and the environment can be seen in the manufacturing and disposal of the personal computer. Consumers in Western societies want the fastest computers available and replace their computers every few years as new technologies become available and the old become obsolete. In 2004 alone, about 315 million personal computers became obsolete because of newer technology and that number is even greater now. The obsolete computers are often sold or donated to the poorer countries around the globe and the poor countries are glad to have them. However, as the computers become older and obsolete even for the poorer countries, they end up in landfills as the poorer countries lack the resources to effectively recycle and mange toxic waste produced from computer components. 
The environmental degradation taking place rite now is the direct result of society’s overconsumption and over reliance on material goods. Environmental problems related to water pollution are often caused by the “over application of fertilizers, industrial chemicals, …and urban runoff” (Alam 104), which are all related to economic processes designed to meet the growing needs of consumers. Using more pesticides and chemical fertilizers is often necessary to grow enough crops to feed the growing population. Because most people are not involved in the production of the goods they consume, it is hard for them to imagine the negative environmental consequences of their consumption (Barber, Biddlecom, and Axinn 89). The following case study will demonstrate how society and the environment are related in a more localized context. 
Case Study on environmental degradation in Nepal
Environmental degradation takes place all over the world where the depletion and destruction of resources such as water, and air begin to lose appreciation through the disturbance of exterior sources. The focus on this case study will be to evaluate the large amounts of water necessary for a healthy living to drink, as well as irrigating crops in the many countries such as Nepal, including many nations throughout Asia. The purity of water is a valuable resource that is a basic necessity in the lives of human beings. Water that is exposed to the whole community in countries in Asia may be found in shallow wells that neighbourhoods will have access too, the only the negative aspect is the contamination of that water and the opportunities for parasites and other diseases creating harmful water for the community. The concept of pollution plays an immensely important role, where large companies that have to get rid of their waste end up harming societies, and countries like Nepal with the way they dispose of their compost. In turn, this can demonstrate a large cycle that will come back to hurt that company as well as nations this includes:
· Companies dump pollution into the water.
· After going through the water cycle, the water that has been negatively affected will evaporate into the clouds, as it condensates and eventually precipitates into the land, it is harmful water that is being brought back into the environment.
· In addition, this water will affect and ruin crops, and create mutation effects on both animals as well as the crops.
· Hence, the waters degradations impact; goes hand in hand with air degradation that will continue to harm Nepal and the other Asian countries. 
Water in Nepal
After examining the scholarly source, Neighborhood Social Change and Perceptions of Environmental Degradation we are able to become more familiar with the living conditions and the value of water in other countries and regions in the world. For instance, the authors Jennifer S. Barber, Ann E. Biddlecom and William G. Axinn, help to analyze the water conditions that are recorded, “Only 54 percent of the households reported a private source of drinking water, such as tap or well; the others relied on neighborhood water sources, their neighbor’s tap or well, common sources outside their neighborhood, or natural sources such as streams or rivers.” (#1, P.85) These particular percentages demonstrate a visual representation of the lack of water in certain areas, as well as the lack of quality water because individuals are forced to rely on shallow wells, also contaminated water that has not been treated but the neighborhood’s only option. 



Theoretical Framework with Environmental Degradation
	Throughout our readings presented by Jennifer S. Barber, Ann E. Biddlecom and William G. Axinn, we are able to link environmental degradation that goes on in Asia with three key factors:
1. Changes in Land Use - When land is faced with the challenge of changing its particular designation, it may degrade the economy as well as its environment. For example, “A new neighborhood facility occupies land that may have been previously common land used for grazing and firewood/fodder collection, or private land used for agricultural purpose.” (P. 86) This quote exemplifies the land and as it changes, degradation will take place harming the purity of the land, as the area of common land declines the number of facilities will continue to increase, in turn harming the environment through a chain of events. 
2. Statization - Focuses on the concept that the only available land for new public facilities is common land, and that private lands are very expensive to claim and operate on. While neighborhoods in this particular area of this world are already small on average, they must now allow the process of operating on their common land in order to help with schools, health centers, bus stops, dairies etc. Although, all of these are positive contributions to the land it still presents the same problem of environmental degradation and the affect it will have on quality water as it attempts to improve from an industrial standpoint. 
3. Privatization – The process of expanding the business and economic ideas into the Asian market also bring on the challenge of degradation. Local civilians are not fond of giving their land for that, whereas entrepreneurs will often be financially stable enough to buy land off individuals such as farmers. Throughout our readings we have discovered, “In this setting, farmers are often economically forced to sell a portion of their land to private business enterprises, especially when a natural disaster (flood, landslides, pests) or a particularly difficult growing season has led to poor crop yields.” (P.87) Farmers may be obliged to accept this deal in order to receive cash to feed their respective families. This tactic takes place quite often and is another example of degradation and will in turn affect the quality of water through the process of pollution and all the excessive work that will take place in order to build enterprises. 	
Population Growth 
Asia is the most populated continent in the world, and has a constant rate of population growth. The concept of population growth is a mechanism that can be linked directly with environmental degradation. As population growth rises, it brings resources such as: water, land and air quality to lower levels of value because of the desire to spread it through all the people. As the density of people per square unit continues to rise and the lack of space, all resources will get used excessively without enough tools to replenish the resources. If proper requirements are not followed to accompany the increase in growth deterioration will occur from human waste, contamination, and garbage. Thus, privately owned and common land will both be affected by population growth if it is not dealt with properly. For instance, sickness in humans will be an issue especially with the lack of quality water that will be around to assist individuals. 

Solutions
	The pollution of the water cycle is only one of many things that contribute to the overall pollution of the environment. All forms of pollution have to be considered regardless of the severity; in the end, even small amounts of pollutants contribute to the effects on the environment. In this section various rules and regulations that must be implemented will be discussed. 
	As discussed above, the cleanliness of water has been contaminated and is detrimental to both the environment and to living organisms. One adequate solution would be to monitor pollution of all large corporations and enforce laws and restrictions with fines and threats of ceasing their entire establishment. Until recently, the restrictions on how factories disposed of their waste were minimal. Due to major impacts on the environment throughout all ecosystems, changes had to be made. Countries around the country are to be monitored regularly on their carbon footprint, and forced to reduce the amount of pollution to prevent and contain the damage already done to our world’s atmosphere. 
	A popular way that carbon production is monitored is by a Pigovian tax. Major factories are notoriously known for being a major contributor to the world’s air pollution. And in order to contain these multimillion-dollar damaging corporations, they are charged with the Pigovian tax. Depending on how much fossil fuels they produce, they will be charged with environmental costs that will be included in their total costs. This tax was implemented to ultimately control and/or reduce the amount of carbon emissions. And compared to “energy tax, carbon tax can promote energy saving as well as the development of alternative fuels with more significant mitigation effects” (Lin, 5138). 
	Another feasible solution to all form of degradation would be to reconstruct the attitudes of consumers. It is not always easy to change these attitudes but influencing by major leaders does impact their attitudes. Consumers in modern day society are convinced and socially structured to believe that having the newest gadget on the market is a necessity. This believed ‘necessity’ presents multiple complications within society and the environment. In society, people want the latest things on the market and at times resort to buying internationally, rather than locally which presents possible economic problems. As for the environment, the constant purchasing of the newest gadgets results in an abundance of waste of old products that are still very usable. And most of these old products end up in the trash and placed in trash sites that are harmful to the environment. In order to bring this degradation to a halt, influencing consumers to save the environment by reusing good and materials will work wonders in protecting the environment. 
	The concept of population growth is an intriguing subject because it has the ability to both be positive and negative towards the economy. In order to deal with the constant growth the respective nation of Asia must deal with the proper proactive techniques. For example, population has been a constant issue throughout Asia. And with the expanding population, certain requirements must be met in order to meet the needs of their inhabitants. As the economy grows, for instance, extra sewage systems have to be created to control the toxic wastes that could contaminate clean drinking water. Though these types of proactive tactics may hurt financially they will go a long way as opposed to implementing a sewage system several years down the line where contamination has already spread and begun to harm the economy.


Conclusion
In conclusion, we can see that society, globalization, and the environment are intrinsically linked. While globalization has allowed society to meets some of its consumer needs to a greater degree than ever before, it has taken a toll on the environment. There is a decrease in biodiversity as species are lost due to a loss of habitat to make room and resources for human consumption. People are suffering from increased risks of cancer due to ozone depletion, and an increase in the consumption of processed food is leading to obesity and ill health. Although the first world’s attempts to protect the environment such as rainforests in the third world may be viewed by some as neo-imperialism, the environment is a shared resource and the solutions to our environmental problems must be undertaken collaboratively while keeping the societal context in mind.
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