Euthanasia

Voluntary Euthanasia
· If the person who undergoes it has requested it 

Non-voluntary Euthanasia
· If the person is unable to indicate whether or not he or she wants to undergo euthanasia. (This will include, for example, cases involving infants, and adults who have permanently lost consciousness.)

Involuntary Euthanasia 
· If the person in question wants to go on living.

In the US; several states have legalized assisted suicide 
· Oregon 
· Washington 
· Vermont 
· In Montana, states have said they will not prosecute anyone in participating in assisted suicide as the legislation takes too long. 
· States that are in the process of passing legislation 
· Connecticut
· Hawaii
· Kansas
· Massachusetts 
· New Hampshire
· New Jersey 
The term euthanasia comes from the Greek and means “good death”

Karen Quinlan
· At the age of 21, went to a party and had consumed a number of drugs and alcohol
· At two separate times during the party, she had stopped breathing for approximately 15 minutes
· When she finally got to the hospital she fell into a coma which she was not expected to wake from
· Karen’s parents opted to stop the life support
· Catholic hospital refused
· Parents and Hospital went to court - courts eventually ruled in favor of parents 
· Disconnected ventilator and she continued to breathe on her own
· 
