Rousseau; The Social Contract (Book 1 Ch 1-9, Book 2 Ch 1-12, Book 3 Ch 1, 2, 9, 16)
BOOK 1 - Ch. 1-9
· Concept of nature
· Counter common enlightenment (reason n progress improving mankind
· Not into history, interest in human nature since it exists in the present
· Political associations we participate shape our thoughts
· “Natural state” = us if no political = compassionate, no strife
· No property quarrel, gov inequality
· CONTRASE HOBBES: human life w/o political institutions = solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, short 
· Human society comes to improve this unpleasant state
· R SUSPECT: hobbes think human nature doesn’t change w or w/o political
· If no political then everyone selfish
· Think impossible to return to natural state
· Nature vs civil society
· Human society is formed artificially, by “social contract” 
· “social contract” (Plato too. Hobbes used justify monarchy) people living in “state of nature” and agree together so they all benefit
· Hobbes use justify monarchy: ppl consent to be govern by abs monarch exchange for protection/elevation from state of nature
· R thinks: give up liberty to monarch = give up freedom and authority to consent to a social contract
· Freedom, humanity = close tie with ability to make choices
· If have abs power/monarch, we lose freedom and humanity and be slaves
· Individuals bind selves to social contract but still individuals [body = sovern, parts = ppl]
· Each part of body responsible for working rest of body
· But body doesn’t owe to the parts but work to ensure safety
· Communitarian POV
· State of nature vs civil society
· State of nature freedom = animal freedom = unconstrained and irrational
· Rationality and morality make us not animals = aka become part of civil society
· Physical freedom follow instinct vs civil freedom to act rationally
· Civil society: freedom of self-control
· Give up freedom by fully realize social contract, not binding to it
· Gain civil freedom by enter civil society/bind to social contract
· Community > individuals (contrast to modern democracy)
· Modern citizens don’t participate in politics
· Ppl must be "forced to be free” (guillotine practices)
BOOK 2 Ch 1-12
· Sovern power is absolute but not by single person/elite group
· People are sovereign (that way can keep freedom if they are the power)
· Will of all = add up what individuals want
· General will = common good [should vote w no private interests]
· Vote while avoid factionalism
·  Physical freedom = do anything u like
· Civil freedom =  behave rationally, open up to freedom think for ourselves
· Not restrain by law = not free, slaves to our instincts/impulses
· Restrain by law = no free, slaves to outside force
· Therefore, freedom = behaviour restrained by laws of own making
· Law is civilizing force on up = laws define ppl’s character
· Bad gov = source of our evil, not human nature
· Lawgiver should not be judge, legislator, political leader, dictator
· Should invent moral code
· Morality defined by rationality which comes from civil society, and civil society thank to lawgiver
· giving people laws without any personal interest or hope for gain.
· Different ppl different laws/needs
· Property and material inequality cause misery/evil
· Can also put liberty for sale
· Money > liberty (freedom) 
· But R equally insistent on defend property rights
· Against capitalism, but doesn’t join socialist/communist thinkers in recommend abolish private property
· Bc if everything we do for state, we no longer free
· Law defines social contract, need to ensure human freedom but few states ready for such laws
· Some not civilized, some to set to old laws
· Morality ensure well-being of state more than laws
· Law and life makes person moral
· Paradox: ppl need moral to receive laws, but can only be moral when have laws
· State of nature = pre-moral

BOOK 3 CH 1, 2, 9, 16
· Book 2 to book 3
· Abstract to practical, legislative to executive
· Will and strength – force and right (will and right 1 + 2 books) (strength and right 3)
· The larger the state, less constitute to sovereign = aka the more my will > participation in general will
· Large population should have smaller government (but stronger)
· But sm gov might be so strong their will will take over n general will ignored
· R’s ideas indebted in esp ARISTOTLE
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