Week 7 – Gender, Sexuality and  Ethnicity in Latin America

I.  Definition

Gender refers to the ideological and material relations between men and women as they are constructed socially.  Gender is not given biologically, as a direct result of sexual characteristics, but is constructed in different ways in different places and times, as the result of long-term social and cultural practices. 
Why is gender important to politics in Latin America?

See World Development Report 2012 on Gender Equality and Development
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTWDRS/EXTWDR2012/0,,menuPK:7778074~pagePK:7778278~piPK:7778320~theSitePK:7778063~contentMDK:22851055,00.html?cid=DM_UNWomen_1
Gender Ideologies in Latin America
Traditional gender ideologies:
Machismo

Marianismo
Gender and Politics
1st wave of feminism 

2nd wave – 1960s-70s

human rights campaigns 

feminist movement 

poor and working-class women’s groups(NB:  Impact of neo-liberalism is gendered)

women in revolutionary movements 

Practical vs. strategic gender interests (Maxine Molyneux)
Examples of Women’s Movements

Democratization and Women in Politics in Latin America

Women’s involvement in democracy struggles
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/10/201210772042590885.html

Women and democracy in Brazil: 
Women’s political successes
Recent women presidents:  
Violeta Chamorro (Nicaragua 1990-1997) (widow of Pedro Joaquín Chamorro)

Mireya Moscoso (Panama 1999-2004) (widow of Arnulfo Arias)

Michelle Bachelet (Chile 2006-10)

Cristina Fernández (Argentina – 2007 - ) (wife of Néstor Kirchner)

Laura Chinchilla (Costa Rica 2010 - )

Dilma Rousseff (Brazil 2010 - )
Women hold on average 23% of positions in Parliament in Latin America and Caribbean (compared to 22% in Europe) (ECLAC)

Women hold 24% of Ministerial posts
Quotas for Women
1991 - Argentina introduced the Quota Law (Ley de Cupo Femenino) – aimed at 30 per cent quota of women as legislative candidates

Opinion polls show high levels of support for quota systems
57% agree quotas for women creates better government

66% said women were more honest than men

85% said women are better decision-makers
Quotas for women

3 types of quotas:
Reserved seats (constitutional and/or legislative)

Legal candidate quotas (constitutional and/or legislative)

Political party quotas (voluntary)

Quota systems aim at ensuring that women constitute at least a "critical mass" of 30 or 40 percent
What are arguments for and against quotas?
Websites:

http://www.quotaproject.org/ 

http://www.idea.int/gender/iwd_2008.cfm
Gender Outside of Electoral Politics
Development?
i.e. land reforms land usually goes to male household womens involvement in agricultural process is usually ignored.

SO if they’re interests aren’t explicitly taken into account they tend to be shut out.

i.e. GAD which assessess the consequences of every reform on BOTH genders. i.e. in Canada if u want development assistance have to show that men and women both benefit.

Also poverty reduction programs, in recent years there has been a fad in the region of providing poverty assistance in the form of conditional cash transfers.

Started out in mexico and brazil. Spread throughout developing world.

In this system instead of just handing out money to poor people, what the gov does Is try to identify the poorest ppl living in extreme poverty, give them cash transfer to WOMEN of the household only, they get it because its believed that women will use the money responsibly, i.e. wont gamble it away/drinks. Also, they have to show a record of making sure kids attend school, have health care visits, and so on. Conditional upon these requirements. Feminists claim its reinforcing gender roles. i.e. telling women theyre reponsible for kids, health, etc.
Reproductive Rights?

Violence against Women?

Access to Land/Resources?

Role in Civil Society?

Access to Social Programs?

Women in the Workforce?
Gender and Social Indicators
Significant progress in some areas:
Education for girls

Decline in fertility rates

Entry of women into labour force

Decline in gender wage gap
Remaining problems:
Despite decline in poverty rates, female-headed households poorer than male-headed households

Wage gap of 13% in urban areas remains

Indigenous women the most disadvantaged:  in Guatemala, female illiteracy rate is 60%, 20% higher than indigenous males and 2X as high as non-indigenous females
GLBT Rights

Changes in attitudes to gays/lesbians
Impact of AIDS crisis

Rise of GLBT social movements

Influence of global social movements

Lesbian ties to feminist movements

Changes on the left

Changes in social movements and decline of Catholic church

Ongoing opposition by Church to reforms and continued high levels of violence
Recent reforms
Recognition of civil partnerships 

Legalization of gay marriage:  Mexico City (2009); Argentina (2011)

Court battles to win relationship recognition for social benefits like health care, inheritance rights, adoption rights
