T. Daniels
PSYC 2500
Alternative Assignment
PSYC 2500A
Summer 2013
Due Date: Thurs June 13, 2013				Contributes 20% to your final grade
Purpose: To experience what it is like to conduct an experiment in Developmental Psychology and gain some insight into how much violent television children are being exposed to.
Research Question: How much violent is depicted in children’s television programmes?
Task:  To conduct a quasi-experiment to determine the amount, severity and type of violent programming children are exposed to on television.
Background:
Kail & Barnfield (2012) Children and Development, 2e, Canadian, Module 15.2 page 514
Strasburger, Jordon & Donnerstein (2010). Health effects of media on children and adolescents. Pediatrics, 125, 756-768, doi: 10.1542/peds.2009-2563.
Huesmann, L., Moise-Titus, J., Podolski, C. and Eron, L. (2003). Longitudinal relations between children’s exposure to television violence and their aggressive and violent behavior in young adulthood: 1977-1992, Developmental Psychology, 39(2), 201-221.
Wilson, B.J., Smith, S.L., Potter, W.J., Kunkel, D., Linz, D., Colvin, C.M. & Donnerstein, E. (2002). Violence in children’s television programming: Assessing the risks. Journal of Communication, 52, 5-35.
Research: 
Read the material in the textbook and the 3 articles referenced above on the exposure and impact of television violence on children. 
Experimental  Design:
Develop your own observational coding scheme based on your readings and watch 5 hours of children’s television programming to determine the amount, severity and type of violence depicted. See tips for developing an observational coding scheme in WebCT folder.
· You will need to select when you will watch (day and time) as well as the networks or channels you will watch.
· You will need to think about how you can convert what you see on TV to something that is measureable (quantitative). How will you define amount, severity & type of violence?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]You will need to define what you mean by violent television programming and children’s programming for this study.
Final Research Report in APA format to Include:
Title page 
Introduction
· Provide an over view of research findings regarding violence in children’s programming
· Provide operational definitions of violence & children’s programming
· Research question to be studied
· Hypothesis
Methodology
· Describe your study in enough detail that another researcher could replicate your study
· Include day & time of observations, select times when children would normally be watching television
· Describe how you selected “children’s programming”
· Include details of your 5 hours of observations 
· Describe your observational coding scheme – how did you measure frequency, severity and type of violence observed
Results
· Summarize your findings for frequency, severity and type of violence observed.
· Include a graph or table to visually summarize the data
Discussion
· What can you conclude based on the children’s programmes you watched for 5 hours?
· What are the problems or weaknesses with your research study? (Limitations)
· What would you do next if you were going to conduct another study? (Future directions)
· What would you recommendations to parents based on your findings? (Implications)
Appendix
· Provide all your actual raw data from your 5 hours of TV watching in an Appendix at the end of your paper. This can be hand written or on sheets with check marks etc. Provide whatever you used to record your observations.
Reference List (in APA version 6 format)
· Include all references referred to in the body of your paper.
Complete paper should be in 3rd person past tense, 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, and one-inch margins.
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