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Gods and goddesses 


Olympian Gods 
· Born on earth, live on mt Olympus, and other places,
· Hierarchy
· Immortality and eternal youth 
· Have special powers but are not omnipotent (cannot do anything), omnipresent (not everywhere), and omniscient (not know everything) 
· Have flesh and can be wounded 
· Their blood is called: ichor and is a liquid 
· They get satisfied from the smoke of the sacrifices 
· Eat nectar and ambrosia 
· Cup bearers and serving nectar and ambrosia: goddess of youth Hebe and Ganyemedes 
· Nectar and ambrosia can be used as : 
· An ointment
· Brings glow and beauty to the skin
· It brings immortality but not revival from death 
· Prevents a dead body from rotting 
· Ex. Iliad, 14: 170 Hera uses nectar to attract Zeus’ attention
· Ex. 23: 186 Aphrodite protects Hector’s body from disfiguration 
Interference with humans: 
· Gods that act and influence human affairs 
· Some work hard ( ex. Helios  goes around the world everyday, Hephaestus  creates things , Athena  creates things like scrolls, books etc. ) 
· They appear: 
· Rarely in their true divine from and glory ( see looking taboo)
· Disguised as humans 
· Transforms to an animal or any other form 
· In dreams 
· Punishment: 
· Can kill with their weapons or causing their death indirectly 
· Can take away their sight, voice, beauty etc
· Transforming them 
· Eternal punishment to Tartarus 

Stories featuring anthropomorphic, immoral gods
 Explanations 
· People’s repressed desires are reflected on gods: 
· Fear death so gods are immortal and have eternal youth 
· Easy rich life, pleasures without consequences 
· Explaining the Love affairs
· Human beings (in order to have a royal power in their family and divine blood to take land and stuff)  need for royal and aristocratic families for divine ancestry
· Zeus is life, is the father of all, the creator

Hera 
· Juno (latin name) 
· Great lady (the feminine form of hero ) or from Hora: (hour) season goddess of nature 
· Titles: 
· Ox eyed Hera 
· White armed Hera 
· Marriage of Hera and Zeus 
· Zeus already had other wives
· Zeus wooed Hera in the form of a cuckoo bird 
· As Hera is in the fields, Zeus creates a storm and Hera tries to find refuge and finds a tree. Out of the tree a little bird falls onto her chest. It’s a little small, weak bird so Hera puts him on her bosom and she held him. Suddenly the bird turns into Zeus and he in turn is holding her. Hera tells him that if he wants to lay with her he needs to marry her and Zeus agrees and they lay together. 

· Wedding gift: From Gaia ( grandmother) gave them a tree that made golden fruits (called melons meaning fruit) 

· Planted at the garden of West, guarded by the Hesperides snake and nymphs  
· Had a honeymoon of 300 years  ( golden years) and then things went downhill 
· Hera’s Favorite cities: Argos (argoe  area where argos is found), Mycenae, and Sparta 
· Hera, punishing Goddess 
· Story of Io, the daughter of river Inachos from Argolid ; The cow and the peacock 
· Zeus fell in love with a girl and he wanted her. So he started chasing her and created a cloud in order to hide his actions from Hera (according to Ovid, Zeus was hidden in the cloud and he ravished her). Hera is smart and she knows the clouds were created to hide something. She asks Zeus and in order to hide stuff he turns Io into a cow. Hera knows and she asks Zeus for the cow for her sacred flock. Zeus gives Io to her and Hera gets Argos (Pan-optes – all seeing) to guard her. Io in order to speak to her dad, Io writes her name in the sand and her father realizes.  Zeus sends hermes(messenger) to lull argos to sleep (after several months) and then Hermes kills Argos). Hera takes his eyes and places it on her sacred bird, The Peacock  very regal bird, with all of argos’ birds. 
· Hera: Peacock; Zeus: Eagle  both regal birds 
· Since the cow is now free, Hera sends a gad fly to keep irritating the cow. 
· Ionian Sea: Between Greece and ITALY crossing of cow
· Bosporus: The crossing of cow  between GREECE AND TURKEY
· She finally gets to the Caucasus mountain and meets Prometheus 
· Prometheus prophesizes her future, She will eventually end up in Egypt and give birth to Epaphus. His descendant in the 13th generation will free Prometheus. 
·  Jupiter’s moon Io and the eruption of her volcano Prometheus 
· Callisto 
· Zeus’ trick: Callisto is a nymph so he turns himself into Artemis (the hunter goddess, virgin hunters) 
· Callisto becomes pregnant with Arcas
· Artemis gets mad and banns her 
· Hera takes Callisto’s beauty and turns her into a bear. 
· Arcas is raised by nymphs and becomes  a hunter. One day he is hunting and sees a bear (Callisto) and goes to shoot her. Zeus sees this and turns them both into stars (Big and little dipper  Ursa Major and Ursa Minor 
· Hera inorder to punish them she never lets them dip beyond the horizon (river to sleep) 

· Hera in the Iliad
· Sides with the greeks, tries everything in her power to advance their victory even if that means going against Zeus’ will 
· Book 1: conflict with Zeus over Thetis; secret visit and request 
· Book 14: Hera tries to put Zeus to sleep (seduces him, makes love and then puts him to sleep) 
· Beautifies herself 
· Asks for Aphrodite’s magic charm (magic bra) and she goes to Zeus (after bribing Hypnos god of sleep)  
· Book 15: 1-33 Zeus realizes Hera’s trick and threatens her. Hera denies the accusation and reluctantly follows his orders 
· Hera was worshipped as: 
· An Earth goddess (renewal of nature and life proven when she has sex with Zeus)
· A protectress of the city 
· A goddess of marriage 
· Hera + Island of Samos 
· People from that area  biggest cult of Hera 
· Hera and marriage
· A guardian of the institution of marriage that produces legitimate children 
· A patron of women
· She represents the staged of womanhood in relationship to a husband (before, during, after) 
· Hera’s stereotyped character in myth
· Powerful goddess
· Queen of Heavens 
· Shares Zeus’ throne and scepter
· Jealous, punishing wife
· Not portrayed as a nurturing mother 
· CHILDREN
· WITH ZEUS: 
· Hebe: goddess of youth
· Eileithyia: goddess of childbirth
· Ares: god of BLOODY war 
· ASEXUAL CONCEPTION (to anger Zeus)
· Hephaestos : lame god of smiths and fire (he was thrown drown from MT Olympus
· Typhoon: monster snake 

SEA POWERS 
· Gaia + PONTOS (SEA) = Nereus (good line of creatures) + Phorkys (line of monsters BAD) 
· Gaia +OURANOS: Poseidon
· Nereus: Thetis’ father and Achilles Grandfather 
· The Old man of the sea 
· Thetis and the Nereids (50 daughters) 
· Prophecy says: Thetis mates with a god and she will produce a son more powerful than Zeus 
· So Zeus gets Peleus (noble mortal) to hold Thetis and she kept transforming but he never let go. Thetis is seduced and her son is Achilles (mighty but not immortal) 
· Proteus: a shape shifter and seal herdsman
· Poseidon 
· Lord of the sea 
· Ruler of the waters 
· The earth shaker (earth quakes) 
· His name: Posis + da (earth) : the Husband of Earth 
· Titles: The Earth holder, the Earthshaker 
· Connection with the underworld: 
· Responsible for the earthquakes
· Connection with fresh water and springs 
· Causes floods or droughts 
· Poseidon locked the titans in Tartarus 
· Also participates in the battle against the Giants
· Symbols:  
· The trident  created by the Cyclopes
· The horse
· The bull 
· All rep. Power, force, speed, energy 
· Wife: Amphitrite
· Son: Triton (his messenger) 
· Triton tends to be confused with the other sea gods Nereus and Proteus 
· Poseidon in the Odyssey: Angry with Odysseus who blinded his son the Cyclop Polyphemus (Poseidon + Sea Nymph) 
· The White Goddess: Leukothea  transformed into a seagull 
· Gives Odysseus the veil to survive Poseidon’s wrath : helps him float and not drown 
· Poseidon’s Image in the ILIAD
· Book 13,14:  a majestic god, inspiring the Greeks 
· Book 15: complains about Zeus  we divided sky, sea, underworld but we can all control the earth not only Zeus 
· POSEIDON + siding with Greeks in the Trojan War: 
· Apollo and Poseidon has a labor contract with Laomedon, king of Troy (father of Priam) 
· Poseidon built the walls of Troy
· But Laomedon did not honor the contract : did not pay them back so this caused his anger 
· Poseidon’s revenge: sent sea monster to destroy the city
· In order to save the city: king’s daughter had to be sacrificed 
· Hercules saves the day 
· Worship: 
· As an earth god: 
· Responsible for several geological phenomena
· Responsible for the stability of the ground and the strength of the buildings. Worshipped as the god of foundations, of wall building 
· In some places, was also worshipped as the god of the dead 
· As god of the sea and the waters: 
· Honored at the seashore towns, ports and promontories, near rivers, lakes or springs 
· Temple of Poseidon: at Cape Sounion 
· Personality: 
· Ill tempered, revengeful, frustrated 
· Represents elemental forces, explosive energy 
· Sea storm, waves, currents, earthquakes… the horse and the bull 
· Lord of the deep 
Athena 
· Fave of Zeus, warrior and wisdom Goddess 
· Temple: Parthenon (temple of the virgin) 
· Birth of Athena: from head of Zeus 
· Very complete goddess but cannot relate to fertility 
· Athena vs. Poseidon 
· Who is the favorite of humans? The more stronger one etc. Contest for the name of the city 
· Athena offers the humans the olive tree: showed agriculture and fertility of the water 
· Poseidon offered either salt and water or horses 
· After a little while they also gave Poseidon a temple of the hill of Athens but he was mad and he flooded the city of Athens 
· POSEIDON: 
· Violent god of earthquakes and the sea; god of horses; reps the raw energy of elements 
· ATHENA: 
· Builds the first ship; invents the chariot and the bridle; channels the energy into peaceful achievements 
· Shared a temple: Erechtelon on Acropolis, Sacred hill of Athena 
· Athena bridles pegasos  & helped create Argo’s ship 
· Athena vs. Ares 
· ARES
· Was with the Trojans
· The personification of the frenzy of the battle, the bloody, cruel side of war 
· Athena
· Was with the greeks 
· Ordered battle, strategic movements, intelligent tactics, discipline, courage 
· Examples can be seen in the Iliad  
· Athena vs. Hephaestos 
· Hephaestos: an unwanted baby; an outsider
· Deformed but creative and skillful
· 2 versions in the Iliad
· Book 1: Zeus threw him off Mt. Olympos
· Book 18: Hera throws him off Mt. Olympos 
· Hephaestos married to Grace in the Iliad and Aphrodite in the Odyssey
· Iliad: his creative and destructive powers 
· As a metalworker: invented Achilles shield
· As a blazing fire: burning up the Trojan river 
· Athena and Hephaestos : created humans 
· Athena breathed in breath of life, Hephaestos worked with mud 
· Hephaestos and Athena : Patrons of Athens 
· Creative gods, patrons of the arts and crafts, highly worshipped in Athens 
· Hephaestos tries to rape Athena, she takes off the semen and throws it on the ground 
· Gaia is impregnated and she gives birth to Erichthonios : erion=wool, chthon=earth 
· Athena “ergane: - Ergon = work 
· Myth of Arachne (Ovid’s metamorphoses) 
· Etiological myth
· Motif of metamorphosis
· Hubris and punishment
· Athena, the weaver 
· Athena’s ways of punishment: creativity and continuity
· Teresias is a hunter and he goes around Athena’s sacred place. She is naked so Athena takes water and she pours it onto his eyes and he loses his eye sight. Teresias’ mother is one of her followers and she begs to give her son his sight back. She cannot do that so she gives him insight and prophetic power  
· Athena and Heroes 
· Iliad: gives courage, advises them, fights along with them (Achilles, Odysseus, Diomeded)
· Enemies: Takes away judgment and tricks them (Hector shows him brother and then takes him away, Pandaros whispers in his mind and tells him weird things and instills vanity)
· Odyssey: She drives the plot! 
· Achilles wants to kill Agamemnon: Athena tells him to use his words  temper control 
· Athena inspires Diomedes  takes away the veil from seeing the gods and helps him see all the Gods 
· Hercules  Athena protects him from birth to eternity (kill snakes at birth, heaven serves him wine etc) 
· Worship and Origins
· Armed (shield) goddess, protector of the cities (Athena Polias)
· Goddess of urban civilization of arts and crafts 
· Hill of acropolis is where her temple was situated 
· In Athens: The Panathenaia Festival  Festival of all Athenians
· Brought many animal sacrifices 
· Aristocratic girls made a new peplos (robe)  birthday gift 
· Statue made of gold and ivory 
· Athenian owl and greek euro 
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APOLLO AND ARTEMIS 

· Portray youth, athleticism and they are both archers, punishers (no second chances so are cruel) 
· Have dual character  can give and take 
Apollo
· Youth
· Archery
· Plague/healing
· Uses arrows for hurting 
· God of mice and locusts (plagues)
· God of plague
· God of flocks and shepherds (tamed animals) 
· Music and poetry, prophecy (most famous), colonization, sun, light, intellect, harmony. Reason 
· Creates with his mind 
· The perfect Kouros (young man)  maintained mind with perfect body 
Artemis
· Youth (young girls and animals)
· Virgin goddess with Athena and Hestia 
· Saviour and destroyer especially women during childbirth (can promote healthy childbirth) 
· Called the lioness 
· Goddess of forest, lakes  something humans have not touched 
· Sacred animal: bear, deer 
· Wild animals, wild nature 
· Goddess of moon : darkness 
· Does not create, looks after wild things 

Gaia + Uranus  Titans (Coeus + Phoebe) 

Titans (Coeus + Phoebe)  two daughters (Asterian and Leto)

Leto + Zeus  Apollo and Artemis 
· Were born in Delos (middle of Cyclades) 
· Sacred island of administration (lots of administrative buildings) 
· Birth at Delos STORY
· Hera says that anyone who takes in Leto will suffer bad consequences. Leto tells the Island of Delos that she will make them famous. And they accept. Eilythea (goddess of childbirth and hera’s daughter ) is brought to mt. Olympus by Hera and Leto bribes her with a nice necklace so she comes down to help. Leto holds on to a palm tree and gives birth to Apollo. 
· DELOS
· Very warm hot area  a lot of winds that blow the clouds away 
· Establishing Oracle at Delphi 
· Apollo wants to establish an oracle. Searches high and low and he finally finds the Parnassus mountain. But there is a snake (called Pytho) and he needs to kill it 
· Apollo’s title: Pythios Apollo
· Priestesses title: Pythia 
· Searches for priests for his temple 
· Apollo jumps into the sea and turns into a dolphin and brings the poor sailors to the temple and makes them his priest 
· This is why it is called Delphinius or Delphian Apollo (area called Delphi) 
· ORACLE
· Oracle first belonged to the very first goddess: Mother Earth 
· Oracle changed hands: From Goddesses to Apollo 
· Earth Themis  Phoebe  Phoebus (Apollo) 
· Temple was finally built when Apollo was in power 
· Apollo is the 4th prophet 
· The flood myth: The shrine of Themis on Mt. Parnassus 
· Prometheus’ son and daughter in law : Deucalion and Pyrrha’s raft was grounded at Mt. Parnassus 
· Themis was the guardian of the oracle and she told them to cover their eyes and throw the “their great mother’s bones” meaning the stones 
· From there men and women sprang from the ground 
· The cult of stones at Delphi
· Two famous stones at Delphi 
· Kronos’ Stone (the one he swallowed thinking it was zeus which came out first)  Zeus put the stone on Delphi 
· Omphalos (navel)  center of the world 
· Zeus sent two eagles from opposite sides of the world to meet in the centre and they came to Delphi 
· Killing of the snake/Dragon 
· Common heroic motif (compare with Zeus) 
· A snake is a symbol of earth  known as a guardian 
· Root for word Pytho: also means rot so when Sun God killed Pytho he told him to start rotting 
· Oracular shrine of Delphi
· Young virgin woman who surrenders herself to Apollo 
· After a while they had old women because the young ones were raped 
· Pythia preparing for holy encounter with God 
· Purifies herself and then got “high”  out of the state; became ecstatic 
· She used fumes and laurel leaves(chewed) to get into the prophetic mania 
· Proof?  recent geological theories explain that there was an active source of methane that passed through the temple of Apollo 
· Can ask any questions from private to public 
· Dubious answers  need interpretation
· Apollo is also called Loxias (means very crooked)
· Delphi: became a well informed State depart
· Leaders of cities went to ask where would it be a nice place to start a city etc.  
· This is how Apollo became a promoter of colonization 
· Treasuries  where all the gifts went when someone came to visit Delphi 
· Apollo: Rejected Lover
· Daphne 
· Shows how the Laurel plant became a symbol of Apollo 
· STORY: Daphne was one of the nymphs, daughter of the river. Usually the nymphs are dedicated to Artemis, are virgins. Apollo put eyes on her and thought he would conquer her. Apollo just killed Pythos and he shows off to Eros (cupid god). He gets mad and he shoots a gold arrow at Apollo and a black, lead arrow to Daphne and she hates him! Apollo runs after her and he holds her while she prays to her father, the river. He transforms her into a laurel tree.
· The prophet Cassandra 
· Daughter of the King of Troy. She became a prophet with her brother. No one believes Cassandra though. She tells him that if he gives her the gift of prophecy, she will sleep with him. Apollo says okay and she finally tells her that she wont sleep with him because it takes her credibility of being a prophet. He asks her for a kiss and she says okay and he spits into her and that takes her prophetic powers away. Now she has the power to see the future but no one believes her so she becomes a mad woman and so cursed: raped, and killed. 
· Niobe: Queen of Thebes 
· Was smart, funny, beautiful and fertile  had 14 (7/7 boys and girls) 
· Compared her to Leto and Apollo and Artemis killed all her children. 
· She even begs to let her last daughter live and Artemis kills her. 
· She finally transforms into a crying rock : rock shaped like a woman with water coming out of it 
· COMPARISON: Niobe and Arachne 
· Both bragged about a skill: Niobe fertility; Arachne  better weaver 
· Punishment: death 
· Transformation: Niobe  rock ; Arachne  spider 
· Difference: 
· Arachne Athena warned arachne and she went down to compete with them. But finally she even gave her mortality 
· Niobe  Apollo and artemis were not compassionate at all. 
· Artemis and Actaeon 
· Hunter who enters forbidden territory of Artemis and sees her naked. She splashes water onto him and he is transformed into a stag. His hounds attacked him and killed him. 
· COMPARISON: Actaeon and Teresias 
· Looking taboo
· A hunter who enter forbidden territory, sees a goddess naked 
· She splashes water onto him 
· The punishments differ 
· Artemis  transforms into a stag and his hounds kill him
· Athena  blinded him but gave him inner insight (prophetic powers) and a powerful staff 
· Agamemnon offends Artemis
· Sacrifice of Iphigenia 
· Boasted that he was a better hunter than artemis, or killed her sacred deer, or he did not offer the best produce of the year to the goddess (his daughter)
· Artemis demands a sacrifice  his daughter
· If he saves his daughter, he will leave artemis angry, and the army will revolt and disaster 
· So his daughter accepts and willingly gives herself 
· Duality of Apollo
· God of plague/ god of healing 
· Bow and lyre 
· Apollo in the Ilias: protector of Trojans, destroyer of Greeks 
· Apollo assaults Patroclos 
· Apollo finally deserts Hector (his hero)
· Apollo protects Hector’s body 

Aphrodite and Eros 

Eros
· Was born from an egg 
· First force of attraction 
· Snake wrapped around Eros 
· Was from Chaos but then became the son and the follower of Aphrodite 
· Mischievous boy god (cupid) 
Aphrodite
· Birth(according to Hesiod): result of Uranus’ castration was from the genitals thrown in the water 
· Beautiful being came from destruction 
· Eros/Eris 
· Aphro (foam) + Dite (emerged) 
· First came to the Cytheria and then Cyprus
· Worshipped as a sea goddess (can be seen with a dolphin) 
· DUAL BIRTH: 
· According to Homer (older than Hesiod) 
· Daughter of Zeus and Dione (an oceanid) 
· Married to Hephaestos  aka creativity (Beauty and Creativity)
· Lover: Ares  sex and violence 
· When hephaestos went to work, she would bring Ares to his house 
· Helios (sun god) goes and tells Hephaestos that his wife is having an affair 
· Hephaestos decides to catch them. He creates a net (from spider’s web) and attaches the net to the bed and when Aphrodite and ares are in bed it would catch them. So they do get caught. Hephaestos brings all the male gods to laugh at them. 
· Aphrodite siding with the Trojans 
· Her son Aeneas is an ally of Trojans. 
· Love affair with Anchises (Aeneas’ father)
· Zeus is mad with Aphrodite and so he creates a longing for Anchises (Trojan Prince)
· Aphrodite takes this form of a beautiful, virgin girl and comes and kisses Anchises and tells him that she is there to marry him. After they sleep together, she appears to Anchises. He covers his face and gets scared and asks her to leave him alone and not to harm him. She tells him that she is pregnant with his son but that if he tells anyone that she slept with him, Zeus will smite him with a thunderbolt. 
· When Diomedes is ready to kill Aeneas she jumps in and she is wounded. Her ichor runs out. 
· Aeneas is lucky 
· Does not die during the Trojan war
· Takes his son (lulu) and his father and ran to Italy 
· Later in time, the Julian family (Julius Caesar) claimed divine descent from Aphrodite and introduced the worship of Aphrodite in Rome. 
· Another reason: Judgment of Paris 
· Athena and hera went to Paris but he favoured Aphrodite over them both. 
· Forced union between Peleus and Thetis
· Marriage happened and all gods were invited except Eris (bad goddess) 
· She throws an apple to the wedding inscribed to the most beautiful 
· Caused the abduction of Helen (Eros) 
· And this caused the Trojan war (Eris) 
· Paris steales Menelaus’ wife and treasures, Menelaus asks him to fight and then Aphrodite saves him and brings him to a room and then goes to fetch Helen 
STORY: Pygmalion and Galatea 
· Pygamalion creates a statue out of Ivory called Galatea. He prays to Aphrodite to either bring her alive or give him someone like that. After he comes back from her temple, he touches his statue and she slowly comes alive. 
Origins of Aprodite 
· An Oriental goddess
· Came form the near East Aegean islands  mainland Greece 
· Called a fertility goddess  Astarte or Ishtar by Babylonians and the Phoenicians 
· Hellenization: first goddess to be portrayed naked 
· Goddess of love and beauty 
· Artists began to emphasize elements in her characted that she represented: the beauty of the female body, sensuality, the power of love
· Temple of Aphrodite : Knidos in Asia Minor (now known as Turkey) 
Worship 
· Goddess of fertility
· Sex and marriage ; sea goddess
· As Pandemos (common of all the people): goddess of political community 
· Keeps the people together for the existence of the state 
· Laughter loving Aphrodite 
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]

MondayMay 1342013
P——

—
T ———
I
T e o
S
B
B S
T ——
: R, .,
:
G S
i ————
oeerocewith b —
ft e R
S o s R
e
(I
[ —
- B
i
B

B —
e
7 o s s e ecodon .
P



