September 10th 2012 

· Problem with defining perception, what is it? 
· Perception: not a really good definition, however, there are some things that describe it 
· COMMON DEFINITION: Perception is the process of extracting information from the environment. (This is complete however), this cannot be the whole story! 
· Using knowledge not in the stimulus but of which is in your head! if you don’t know what a triangle is you would not see it. (in packman image) 
· Context is important, and perception clearly involves more than extracting information for from the environment 
· PERCEPTION: the conscious experience of objects and object-relations 
· Can present a stimulus that never gets to consciousness but can impact behavior, is consciousness the only criteria for perception, but if you didn’t perceive then what did you do? How can this influence you?  

· CHARACTERISTICS OF PERCEPTION: CASOP- 
Continuous 
Adaptive 
Selective 
Patterns 
Objective 


1. Continuous - you are always perceiving
2.  Adaptive- the things we can perceive are things that are relevant to us, important to our survival (solid objects we perceive because of their wavelengths, we do not need to see objects that are not solid
3. Selective- you can attend to things rather than to other things. 
4. Responsive to patterns- it is not just the details or features of stimuli, but the patters of stimuli you respond to. 
5. * Perception corresponds to objective measurement- when you perceive something; you perceive how it is in the world.  

· METATHEORY: a set of untestable assumptions about the world that form a framework for subsequent scientific behavior. 
· Theories CAN be tested, but with meta-theories we can not 
· Plato and Aristotle said we have a body and a mind- DUALISM. Body is a physical existence and the mind is thinking and perceiving and decision-making. 
· Descartes- body and mind interact with the pineal gland, doesn’t though… 
· In the 1800’s they decided to disregard dualism and there is only really MONISM. The mind is a manifestation of the complexity of the human body.  
· The MIND BODY PROBLEM- two entities, or one? 
· Once we have a metatheory we have to figure out how to test our assumptions. 
· There are two components for scientific investigation
1. Theory building- HAS TO BE TESTABLE 
2. Empirical research- collect information/data 
· Those who study perception do experiments, change one thing and see if it changes behavior 
· EXPERIMENT: the planned manipulation of an independent variable to observe the changes in a dependent variable 
· INDEPENDENT VARIABLE: Any variable manipulated by an experimenter to determine its effects on a dependent variable  (location, loudness of second tone, ALWAYS HAVE A NAME AND DESCRIBED BY) 
· Independent Variables have: 
1. Levels- the positions (tone in different areas, there are 3 levels) can be tall or short etc. 
2. Quantitative/Qualitative- differ in terms of quantity or quality 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]DEPENDENT VARIABLE: A measureable variable (favorability, likeableness, probability, reaction time)  
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