The themes that will definitely appear as questions on the final exam are:
1) Colonial conquest and colonial administration (301-329)
2) WWI and the interwar period (344-363)
3) WWII and the impact of WWII (366-371)
4) Winning independence and decolonization (376-414)
5) Impact/legacy of colonialism 
6) Modern South Africa 
7) Problems of post-colonial Africa
Colonial Conquest and Colonial Administration
French in the west and north-central Africa
French colonisation was built around port of Dakar and St Louis
1850’s and 60’s Governor Louis Faidherbe extended control up the Senegal Valley to secure more trading interest and to  prevent the expansion of the Tukolor empire
Did this by building up a strong Senegalese army which were used as the main frontline troops in the conquest of the west
They began aggressively expanding and made a railway to get more trade
Principal opponants: tukulor empire and Mandinka empire
Both tried diplomacy with the french at first but to no avail
Both could not come together as one because they have fought eachother for so many years
Tukulor empire made an alliance with the french but the french did not honour it and made up forts at the borders of the Tukulor
The Tukulor still backed the french when it had war with the Muslim state of Futa Bondu

WWI and the Interwar Period
European powers had colonies in Africa so the war carried over to Africa
Britain and the french joined together and invaded German colonies of Togo and Cameroon
Togo was easy, Cameroon took 2 years
South Africa invaded Germany colony of South West Africa
Longest conflict was in east Africa
South African forces joined with british east and west African troops and lasted the duration of the war
Once this territory was occupied, German general led troops through Mozambique, Nyasaland and north-eastern Rhodesia
Severe hardship in Cameroun and east Africa due to the destruction or requisition of goods from other armies
Most troops were Africans that were recruited by the European armies
Germans in east Africa recruited soldiers from areas that they conquered such as Ngoni
British recruited soldiers from Sierra Leone, Gold Coast and Nigeria
South Africans recruited blacks but did not give them guns
French recruited 150,000 west Africans, 30,000 were killed in action 
Influenza followed after the war which followed along the railways and struck the people that were in the war areas the hardest as they were already weakened from warfare, hunger and poor working conditions
Former German colonies were taken over by  the other European powers that conquered them
French and british shared Cameroon 
Belgians got Rwanda and Burundi 
British got taganyika 
South Africa got South West Africa
New nations held their power due to the “league of nations”now known as United Nations
 Interwar Period
 The economic impact of the colonial rule
Expansion of white settlement
Prominent colonies in Kenya and Rhodesia(modern day Zimbabwe)
Tried to move west and south but climate was too humid and hot for the Europeans and had tropical diseases
Tried to have plantations in western Africa but was difficult because of African farmers already occupying the land and producing cash crops
Unsuccessful because labour was forced and poorly paid and because they could not compete with smaller more efficient African farms
Sometimes blocked by African political opposition

Cash Crops and Production
Small peasant farmers dominated the cash crop market
Groundnuts were dominant in Northern Africa
Coffee in Cote d’ivoire, angola, tanganika, Uganda
Cotton was only produced under European pressure because of its tedious nature
Cotton production was made mandatory in some areas to ease strain
Famers still grew their own shit and European imports of cloth and metal lowered the self sufficiency 

 South Africa
South Africa was unlike other African countries as it had internal self government since 1910
But it was for the white minority
South Africa then could not be decolonialized like other countries with all of the whites leaving
The only way for that to happen would be internally by the blacks and the whites did everything they could to make sure this didn’t happen
South Africa was the most economically powerful country on the continent  and this helped the whites
South Africa went through a boom during world war 2 with the development of their manufacturing industry
They manufactured their own material good and aided with the british war time needs
This led to more jobs for blacks as they were forced off their land and into urban areas for wage paying jobs
After the war the whites fear that the blacks would dominate the urban areas and take advantage of the economy
The national party(whites) won an overall majority in the election with racist propaganda and moved to segregate the country
They introduced a series of laws to establish a more racially divided country
Called it the “Apartheid” which mean separateness with the aim of making the larger black population the minority and making them live in shyte areas 
Population Registration Act, classified people according to race with the black being subdived into further categories with the aim to weaken unity and the sense of nationalism
 They made a bunch of laws the screw the blacks and basically make it so they couldn’t be anything but low paid working class people
They banned unions to ensure blacks got paid as little as possible and whites both skilled and unskilled were paid almost 10x more than the blacks 
Blacks were denied the regular education and were part of the Bantu Education Act and forced them to learn that they were shyte and just the bare skills to work for whites
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