POL3115 – Comparative Politics of Development


September 19th, 2011

Modernization Theory and Its Variants: 

What are the obstacles for development?
· Long term things – anything that working to create sustainability in a country. 

Context and History of Development Theories: 
· Development theories originated after WWII in order to facilitate the development process which was set up to be something that would be the effort. In the beginning the effort was targeted by developed countries themselves (European countries). 
· Development Economics:  
· Post WWII
· Influenced by Keynesianism
· Role of the state in leading development
· Influential works: Hamilton, List, Gerschenkron

Modernization Theory: 
* Late 1950s/1960s
· Transition from traditional to modern society
· Connection to US containment policy
· Modernization theory seems to want to find why developing countries are failing, what is it in these societies that seems to prevent them from responding to modernization and development projects properly. The answer is that development should be seen as a rather holistic approach, meaning that they base their argument from their experience from the West. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]They see that the industrialized countries seem to move through different stages of development and had to go through transformation from traditional society to a modern society, so development also means transformation from traditional to modern society. And as a result, they seem to try to make recommendations or point to the weaknesses of traditional societies as the focus of the obstacles. 
· Another point of criticism is the connection of modernization theories has close connections to the US and has close connection to US foreign policy, so its natural that underlining idea of development and what kind of society developing countries should transform to, should be liberal democracies like the US.

Dependency Theory: 
· By 1970s, modernization theory was under attack by dependency theory. 
· Other line of argument that focuses on the external factors that contribute to underdevelopment. 
· For example Andre argued that the process of development in developing countries overtime seems to be the causes of underdevelopment there. 
· Development process in developed countries causes underdevelopment
· External factors in explaining underdevelopment. 
Neo-Liberalism: 
· look at the development strategies and theories that come behind a number of development approaches. 
· By the late 1970s/1980s  - neo-liberalism emerged
· Belief that the state is a major obstacle to development
· Market-oriented
· Being challenged by Keynesianism during 2007/2008 during the global financial crisis

Modernization Theory: 
· Emerged in 1950s (E.g. Almond, Huntington, W.W. Rostow)
· Drew from sociology
1) Structural view of society
-  Parson’s 5 dichotomies: (interested in differences between modern and traditional society, qualitative distinction between them, in terms of the relationship between the members of society in different dimensions. Distinction stops being like black and white, and some of the characteristiics might exist in society today that we call modern developed society). 
 affective versus affectively neutral (refers to relationship in society, one being associated with emotion, attachment, relationship while the other one is lack of emotion, impersonal, emotionally neutral, parsons sees that developed modern society, maybe because of our world differences, of division of labors and rules, and size of population expands, seems that personal relationships is not the thing that can be seen in day to day interaction anymore we interact differently with people). 
 Collectively-oriented versus self-oriented – (referred to how a person will see him or herself, or how they identify, someone belonging to one larger group or are they self oriented, individualistic, member of society but also individually contributing). 
 Particularistic versus universalistic criteria – (refers to either universalistic values for example, areas of law, anything equalistic, versus particularistic meaning that we have laws in thailand for example, but if someone in family is involved in crime or wrongdoing, would do best to bend the rules to get him off). 
 Ascriptive versus achievement criteria 
 Functionally diffuse versus functionally specific ( Whether or not in that society people performing specific rules, or theyre performing different rules at the same time, so what is the division of labor, specialization in that society, so if it’s a modern society, teacher’s role, is to teach, not other things like acting like a friend or a parent etc. in traditional society, Asian society for example, teachers gain a lot of respect, role and responsibility extends beyond the class room, not only care for you academically, but personally). 

Another strand, or source of influence from modernization theory is from sociology
This kind of influence is reflected through things of modernization that focuses on culture as an important factor in understanding development or underdevelopment.
2) Psychological aspect of modernization
- Weber’s focus on values and attitudes as requirement for economic development in The Protestant Ethics and the Spirit of Capitalism 
· Focus on the culture, argument would be that ethnic backgrounds that make societies successful or not, in terms of development. But this is not the only argument that is being made by westerners. 
Shared Assumptions: 
- Belief in transformation from traditional culture/society to a modern one in order to achieve development.
· Importance of values, norms and beliefs for progressive change
· The West society as model
· Concentrate on domestic factors – look into the nature of traditional societies and how they seem to be hindering development 


What are they?

Stage ?  - seems more technologically refined and more complex production
Stage ? – Agrarian society, rigid social structure. 
Stage ? – growth becomes normal conditions and new industries continued to expand
Stage ?  - Early application of modern science in agricultural and industrial production 
Stage ? – public consumption extends beyond basic needs (high mass consumption) 

Rostow’s Model of Economic Development 
· Traditional stage - 
· Precondition for take off (for developing countries – need external assistance) – applying scientific knowledge, agricultural sector, then to other sectors, political condition also that compliments the success or ability to achieve certain stages. 
· Take off  ( period that is given that a country can regularly now become a norm and economy becomes industrialized, moving away from agricultural production, and uses other resources to maintain development) 
· Drive to Maturity
· Age of mass consumption 

Discussion Question: 
· Should this model be applied to the developing world? Why and why not? 
· No, superficial type of model


Modernization Theory: 
· Political Variants: 
- Political development theory
· Same view of transition
· Economic Development as precondition
· Main Issues: Political Equality, Capacity of political system, differentiation of political roles and structures 

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of modernization theory? *

Critiques of Modernization Theory:
· Too optimistic/simplistic
- Culturally biased/ethnocentric
· Ignored impact of imperialism and colonialism
· Problems in understanding traditions (critique from within)
· Failure of Modernization Theory in explaining Third World Politics
· Attacked the ethnocentric nature of political development theory
· Highlighted the character of indigenous social structure/ culture
· Replaced Democratic ideal with political order

Questions: 
· What are Huntington’s main arguments
· What does he mean by the political gap
· What was responsible for political violence and instability

Modernization Revisionism: 
· Failure of MT in explaining Third World politics.
· Attacked the ethnocentric nature of political development theory.
· Highlighted the character of indigenous social structure/culture.
· Replaced democratic ideal with political order.

· Huntington’s View: 
· Economic development leads to social and political disruption
· Political mobilization leads to instability
· Existing political institutions too weak to respond, leading to political disorder or breakdown
· Developing countries need political order before other kind of political development
· The military could help maintain stability

Critiques of MR: 
- Still cannot overcome tradition-modernity dichotomy
· still see development in a linear perspective
· still focus on traditional structures as causes of problems
· view of unified, coherent military institution – not accurate

Longevity of MT: 

· Ideas of MT remain in the thinking of development, e.g, concept of dual economy, the West Remains a dominant model- liberal democracy, market system, - View of stages of development remains – democratization literature (socioeconomic conditions for democracy)













September 26th, 2011

Reading 1 – The Development of Underdevelopment


* Have to understand how economic and social history of world population created to the present underdevelopment in certain countries. 
* Argues that current theories today fail to reflect the past of the under developed part of the world, and only reflects part of the history of the world not all. 
* As a result, we assume that current countries that are underdeveloped reflect the history of countries that are not developed today. This then leads to an inaccurate understanding of what development and underdevelopment really is. 
* Most understandings today do not talk about the economic or other relations between the metropolis and economic colonies – and also the development of the capitalist system. 
* This also causes a failure in the theory to actually explain the structure of capitalism development. 
* Under development is not original or traditional, and current underdeveloped countries do not represent the past of developed countries today. Developed countries were never underdeveloped, but they have been undeveloped. 
* Difference between being underdeveloped, and undeveloped.
* Contemporary underdevelopment is a large part of the historical product of past and continuing economic and other relations that affect underdevelopment and development of countries. 
* Dual Society argument is False – policy recommendations to correct underdevelopment of a country will only perpetuate the conditions of underdevelopment that they are designed to remedy. 
* Capitalism plays a big factor in why some countries are developed while others remain underdeveloped. 
* Talks about the Metropolis-Satellite structure  - important to study the development and underdevelopment of these metropoles and satellites. – because this will help us understand why there are certain tendencies in countries and other world capitalist structures that will lead to development in the metropolis and underdevelopment in the satellite. (Specifically uses Latin America as an example) 
* Chile – example of its history shows how this country was incorporated into the expansion and development of the world capitalist system and then also into the metropolis-satellite structure . 
* Underdevelopment is not a result of the survival of archaic institutions and the existence of capital shortage in regions that have been isolated from the stream of world history (Industrialization, Globalization etc). Rather, underdevelopment was and is created by the same historical process that also created economic development – capitalism. 
* Argues that the same historical and structural approach can lead to a better development theory and policy by creating a series of hypotheses about development and underdevelopment. (Within this world metropolis-satellite structure, the metropolis develop and the satellites do not). 
* Satellites experience their greatest economic development and capitalist development if and when their ties to the metropoles are at its weakest point. (This is in direct contradiction with other people’s theories who argue that if these underdeveloped countries increase their ties with developed countries then they too will follow and will become more developed themselves). 
*Read Pages 7+8
* Third hypothesis from the metropolis-satellite argument is that regions that are the most underdeveloped and feudal are the ones that had the closest ties to the metropolis in the past.  these were countries who were used by the developed countries for their resources and exported their products to them and were the biggest source of capital for the metropolis but then the metropolis abandoned them because either they didn’t need their business or could create it themselves. (Contradicts the argument that underdevelopment is caused by the isolation of a country)
* The global extension and unity of the capitalist system, its monopoly structure and uneven development throughout history – and also the persistence of commercial and not industrial capitalism in the underdeveloped world deserve more attention than it is being given. 


Reading 2: The Invention of Development: 










Dependency Theory and Other Critics: 


· Dependency theory emerged in the 1960s, had difficulties transforming from traditional society to modern society. 
· Emerged as a critique of existing development strategies and thinking (modernization theory).
· Theoretical Basis: Marxism and Latin American Structuralism
· Attempt of the dependency theorist is to challenge this explanation. 
Marxist Influence: 
- Dependency theory draws from Marxism in many ways, because they believe the main social category is classes and class division. Classes do not live in harmony, but are focuses on the capitalist system and social relation this type of setting creates a class conflict. 
· later Marxist thinking ( Lenin) shares idea that the world capitalist system was created by industrialized countries and developing countries were incorporated in this system through colonization. This too is a shared assumption or beliefs with dependency theory. 

Departure from Marxism:  
· Dependency theorists believe that Capitalism does not bring economic development in less developed countries. – Even though Marx and his followers had issues with capitalist society or economy seeing that it creates conflict and eventually will lead to social revolution (collapses of capitalism), the stage is that capitalism will bring about industrialization. For Marxist followers and himself, saw that capitalism and society would automatically bring development, and industrialization but dependency theorists do not agree. 
· Dependency theorists focus on North-South Relations and Third World Development. – They focus on capitalist society and how it will lead to social revolution

Latin American Structuralism: 

- Structuralism : a pursuit that looks at the problems from the structural or big picture approach, looking at the whole system and understanding how it works, and little parts in the bigger system seems to fit into the whole unit. 
· Focuses on structural obstacles to Third World development, e.g. international trade (unequal terms of trade). 
· Argues for government intervention, import-substitution, and trade protectionism. 


What are Frank’s main arguments in his article?
· Argues against Modernization Theory
· Metropolis Satellite
· Disagrees with Modernization Theory’s inward-looking view of underdevelopment. 
· World capitalist system favors the core (metropolis) over the periphery
· Alliance between local elite and foreign capitalists. 
· Views of development: Dependency theory evolves all the time, seems to be evident by those writers such as Gunder Frank. – Development is Impossible, and Dependent Development. 
· Dependence is similar in developing countries. 

Critique of Dependency Theory
· Ambiguity of the term dependence – have those who are preoccupied, with making political economy as signs for dependence, should be measurable. 
· Overemphasis on the external factors, while undermining domestic factors. (trying to challenge modernization theory by pointing out the areas that modernization theorists seem to undermine). 
· Development – underdevelopment dichotomy – too rigid
· Failure to account for the success of the East Asian NICs. 

What do you learn from Dependency Theory? Do you think some of their arguments are still valid today? 


World System’s Theory: 
· Shares a number of similarities with dependency theory core exploits periphery focuses on world capitalism system.
· More Flexible and wide-ranging: introduces concept of semi-periphery. 
· Focuses on political aspect – e.g power struggle, among the core states, hegemonic stability. 
· Immanuel Wallerstein’s arguments:
· Today’s system is a world capitalist economy.
· Unequal exchange relationship between the core and periphery.
· Semi-periphery—states that achieved certain level of development but still depend on the core, acting as stabilizer to the system.

Globalization Theory: 
· New theory of the third world since the 1990s
· Incorporates old themes (from MT and DT), but departs with DT in:
· Seeing the world becomes more borderless. Isolation or de-linking is not possible or desirable. Interdependence.
· Not a single theory
· Shared ideas—an accelerating global trend, seen in economic, cultural and political spheres.
· Views on development: Globalization undermines development. Globalization facilitates development
· Important impact on the Third World: Undermining the capacity of the state—more so for weak states.

Post Development: 
· Context—crisis of post-WWII development theories and strategies
· Theoretical basis—post-modern/post-structuralist approaches
· Shared objectives: Expose the power and colonizing nature of development discourse.
· How does Escobar describe the development discourse?
· Power of development discourse: Constructing images of the Third World—backward, needed help/saving. Legitimizing certain knowledge and external intervention.
· What to do: Think outside the box for alternatives to development. Agent of change—(new) social movements.
· Critique: No clear alternatives.  Romanticizing of non-Western societies.

Feminist Critique: 
· Central argument—patriarchy causes gender inequality.
· In 1960s—led to establishment of Women in Development (WID) approach.
· Critique of mainstream development approaches, e.g., :
- Basic Needs—ignore power relationship at home.
- WID—ignore underlying gender relations.
- Structural adjustment—burden of adjustment fell on women.









October 3, 2011 – REVIEW SLIDE NOTES FOR THIS CLASS 

Reading 2: Imagined Communities: Chapter 10: 

· important to trace the genealogy of the colonial state because originally he saw that colonized worlds were modeled directly out of the dynastic states of 19th century Europe. 
· Argues that if one looks past the colonial ideologies and policies that form the mid 19th century, they were deployed, the lineage becomes more clear. 
· Three institutions of power show this: census, map and the museum. 
· Together these things helped shape the way the colonial shape imagined its dominion. 
· Specifically looks at Southeast Asia 
· Census: Hirschman’s census shows that from the late 19th century to the recent present shows rapid, series of changes that continuously agglomerate, disaggregated, recombined, intermixed and reordered. From these censuses Hirschman draws two conclusions. 1) as the colonial period wore on the census categories became more visibly racial. Religious identity gradually began to disappear as an important part of the census. 2) on the whole, the large racial categories were retained and even concentrated after independence, but now redesignated and reranked as “Malaysian”, “Chinese”, “Indian” etc. 
· Real innovation of the census takers of the 1870s was not in the construction of ethnic-racial classifications,  but in their systematic quantification. 
· Talks about how the census changed throughout the decades. 
· After 1850, colonial authorities were using sophisticated administrative means to enumerate populations. 
· Cochin- Chinese:  had to be understood as one digit in an agreeable series of replicable ‘cochin-chinese’ – within the states domain. 
· Map: Cairo and Mecca were beginning to be visualized in a new way, not just as sacred sites, but as dots on paper sheets. 
· First Map: Mercatorian Map, created by European colonizers, beginning to shape the imagination of Southeast Asians. 
· First map in Siam: Cosmograph a formal, symbolic representation of the three worlds of traditional Buddhist cosmology. 
· Second type of map created in Siam : diagrammatic guides for military campaigns and coastal shipping. Not accurate representation though. 
· **Neither maps marked borders**
· Like Censuses: European style maps worked on the basis of a totalizing classification, and led their bureaucratic producers and consumers towards policies with revolutionary consequences. 
· 19th century southeast asia – was the golden age of military surveyors- colonial and a little later, thai. They wanted to put space under the same thing that census makers were trying to do to people. They created an alignment of  map and power. 
· The Museum: the present proliferation of museums around southeast asia suggests a general process of political inheriting at work. Up until the early 19th century, the colonial rulers in southeast asia showed little interests in the antique monuments of the civilizations they had subjected.

Colonialism and The Struggle for Independence:

Approaches:
- Path dependence: we give importance to history because certain courses of action which were done earlier can influence or can shape the course of action in the future and because of this path there are certain limits to the opportunities and to choices which can be made.

- Colonial influence: The influence of colonial power is diverse and not monolithic. It varies from region to region, within cities and rural areas. Different ethnic groups are subject to different regulations and other bodies of government. 

- Focus on the history/experience of both the rulers and the ruled: Some are criticized because it is described through the accounts of the rulers, which undermines the experience and actions of the indigenous people (the ruled people). The approach should be taken from both perspectives. 	
	
Pre-Colonial States and Societies:

- Different patterns of states  - Colonialism did not just happen over night, meaning like as if there was nothing and then all of a sudden things were colonized. Obviously there had to be come political organization in societies. 
- Authority associated with religion – colonialism is closely associated with religion. 
- Subsistence production – Economy – a sign and an indicator for being a very traditional form of society – everyone takes care of their own means, they grow their own rice, food etc. Civilizations in the south prospered because they were traders. 
- Porous Borders (insecure borders) – The borders are not really secure in the sense that the states and empires at the time were not really concerned about where the territories of the kingdoms were. People travelled freely within borders as well as cross borders freely and shifted borders between bordering countries. 

Colonial Period: 
- Reasons for colonial expansion: 
* in the beginning it was largely for economic purposes. 
* Industrial revolution – intensified need to secure access to raw materials, commodities, and local markets. – Raw materials were more in demand when industrial revolution began countries wanted to make sure they had access to them so they colonized these countries in order to secure this access. Creating relationships with local authorities in order to improve relations and make transactions easier. 
* European Rivalry – competition between European states for more territorial annexation. They want to secure certain areas to ensure the resources available in that colonized country belongs to the colonizing country

- The Colonial State: 
* Various types of rule, e.g. direct/indirect rule (Furnivall 1956s).  J.S. Furnivall (1878-1969) – colonial administrator – turned – SEA Scholar – Distinguished two forms of European Rule over SEA colonies: Direct and Indirect Rule. 
* Indigenous/ local collaborators- elite, ethnic minorities
* Imposition of national boundaries
* Establishment of bureaucracy
* Coercive attractive - coercive through violence and executing force
- Transformation from subsistence to commercialized production- became more commercialized
- Emergence of private property, land ownership, and wage laborers- class division- those elite who had access to land because of their positions. 
- Integration of local economy to international economic system- you are affected by fluctuations in the market. Alliance between foreign elite and domestic powers.
- Economic alliance between European powers and local elites
- Labor migration- because the economy is geared towards commercialized production their were needs for labor.

Direct Rule:
- Found in areas where colonial takeover was done through conquest
- Setting up of Western-Style Administration and imposing it on that colony. 
- Eliminating Existing Political System because they wanted their own Western system to be established instead: e.g: Burma, The Philippines (under USA), and Straits Settlements (Singapore and some parts of Malaysia under British rule). 

Indirect rules
 - Found in areas where there some forms of accommodation between colonial powers and local leaders.  In Malaysia they didn't want to subdue to British rule so Britain had to use force or the French in Cambodia where Cambodian leader was still the symbolic leader but paid allegiance to the French.
- Rule through existing political institutions if they could make use of them.
- Exploitative purpose: not to settle but to exploit resources of that territory for their own personal gain E.g: The British in the Malay states, and the French in Cambodia and Laos. 

 Colonial Period: 
- The Colonial Economy: 
* Transformation from subsistence to commercialized production – emergence of cash economy. 
* Emergence of private property, land ownership, wage of laborers – class division
* Integration of local economy to international economic system. 
* Economic alliance between European powers and local elites
* Labor Migration 

Colonial Societies: 
- Plural societies (Furnivall): distinguished by ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and occupational differences.
- Social Control: European Superiority, Compartmentalization of society (divide and rule) 

Non-Colonized Societies:
- Thailand: Was not immune from political and economic domination, seen in territorial and trade concession. 
- Needed to go through similar economic and political transformation: 
(E.g. cash economy, influx of migration, political reform). 

Nationalism and Independence:
- Nationalist Movements: 
* Emerged around the interwar years
* Part of Modernist/Reformist movements: Emerged in the early 20th century. Modernist in nature, saw the need for change, but also recognized the benefits of existing socio-economic structures. Educated class, some with Western education. Leaders shared administrative values with colonial rulers.
* Goals- independence, establishing a sovereign nation-state 
	 
- Contributing factors to nationalist Movements: 
* Colonial Education
* Improved transportation and communication
* Demonstration effects, e.g., Japan, India, China (for SEA)
* Impacts of events after WWI – colonial powers weakened cuz of affects of war. Russian revolution and communist movements. International support for self-determination. 

Path toward Independence:
- Varied from country to country
- Role of the international community after WWII - The UN, promoting self-determination

Nature of nationalist movements: 
-Ethnic nationalism – people with common culture and ethnicity. 
- Territorial nationalism – heterogeneous population, bound by same territory. Leaders needed to invent national identify to bind people. More applicable to a lot of formerly colonized countries. 

Post-colonial Challenges
- Ethnic and religious diversity
- Dependent economy
- Political legitimacy and institutional capacity.
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