Greek Civilization – Lecture 1
Friday, September 9, 2011

Textbook:
“Brief History of Ancient Greece” – Politics, society and culture
Second edition
Sarah B. Pomeroy, Walter Donhan, Jenifer Roberts

Professor: Roger Blockley
e-mail: blockley@xplornet.com
office: 2A52 PA  office hours, an hour before the class

Expected to read an ENTIRE textbook.

Examinations:
· Two in-class quizzes
· 1st quiz: first four classes material – 30%  true or false, MC, etc
· 2nd quiz: material of the next four classes – 30%  true or false, MC, maps, etc.
· Final exam: 40%
· Quiz material (meaning all the material in the course)
· Short essay 

Books will be providing the basic information, but professor will be lecturing in the parallel to the textbook.

Lecture: 
· Greeks did not call their country Greece, but Hellas/Hellenes.
· Romans called them Greeks (Graeci). This Roman term comes from small tribe of Hellenes. They took the name of the first tribe they encountered and applied it to Greeks. 
· Today when we think of Greece we think of a country, whose religion Is orthodox. It is a nation state.
· Ancient Greece was not like that all. Nation states did not exist at that time. Germans invented nation states.
· In some ways, Ancient Greece was a little bit like Afghanistan. 
· Geographical area was inhabited by people who we call Greeks that had many things in common. There was no such thing as Greek government in ancient Greece. Greece was made of little components, which were called city-states. There were about 200 of them, like Athens, Sparta, etc. Those city-states were all independent. 
· You can identify an area that we generally call Greece. One of the important factors of Greece is that the area is extremely mountainous. A lot of good land is on the coast, particularly the east coast (means larger population). Agriculturally Greece is not a good/promising country. The soil itself is sandy. 
· They have most of the population on the coast. 
· Voyages are relatively short. Population to the extent is isolated of the north. Poor agricultural land has difficulty to support growing population. Greece is a very tiny place. 

WHO WERE GREEKS
· About 2000BC there were no Greeks (people who spoke language who is somehow related to today’s Greek). There were Pelasgians (Greeks recognize them), they were not related to Greeks as far as language relation goes. However, the names they named some places still exist. 
· The utensils they used were stones, maybe few copper ones. Possessions of that culture disappeared when higher cultures came. However, there was a similar culture in the entire area. 
· Greeks came around 2000/2100BC. 
· 850BC maybe earlier in parts of Greece spoke archade, very old form of Greek. The language was related to the Greek because many words were similar.
· Mycenaeans are first Greeks that we know of. 
· Greek is Indo-European language. Languages can be divided into families. This group included: Hindi, Persian, Italian, German, French.  
· Greek itself is recognizable language, but is divided into four dialects: Attic, Ionic, and Doric, and Aeolic. 
· Greece was not united, until Romans came and turned it into a province, and put it into government. Before they were united in other ways: linguistic, concept of Greek culture although it varies in some ways. Similar concept to what Poland was before WW1. Greeks also had similar constitution, unified religious beliefs. They also regarded themselves as uniquely civilized (they did not know about China which also was uniquely civilized), but others were classified by Greeks as barbarians and b/c they were barbarians they could be enslaved. They did create rase theory, and considered themselves as superior. 
· On the map, Greeks put themselves in the middle. The further you get away from Greeks the less civilized you are. Romans new already about Asia and the rest of the world except America, but they also took Greek view that they are superior to everyone else. 
· From Europe came bulk of civilization we identify as Greeks. Tendency to colonization seems to come to Europe. That continued to middle ages. 
· Possibility of individual to move and trade came from the north.
· Greece was far ahead in literature and architecture of north. Technology was more advanced in some aspects in north. 
· Alot of what we regard of Greek culture developed in Samaria. Writing developed in Samaria. Mathematics developed in Babylonia, poetry in Samaria, military organization in Persia, monumental and brick in Mesopotamia, and stone and monumental building in Egypt. Sculpture also developed in Egypt. 
· Flow of ideas come from east to west.
· One of the Greek most important innovations is: City. City has certain characteristics. To be a city community must be of certain size and population density. Secondly city also has specialization which aren’t toward agriculture. They have public works, and city administration (something else than temple or family). City also has classifications/classes, and probably some form of record keeping. By contrast, one could point to peasant society (in Europe, tribal). Industries like Blacksmiting were toward agriculture. Those settlements had security. 
· Developed civilizations of Europe are called urban (city based civilization). 
· Civilizations comes from Latin word civitas  regular community with regulation govern by laws. According to Greeks and Romans, if you didn’t have cities, you weren’t civilized. So when America was found and aboriginals did not have cities, they were considered uncivilized. Barbarians according to civilized Europeans had no such constraints. Therefore, there were not fully humans. Civilized Europeans did not recognize that barbarians had their own convention.  Without the city, a Greek could not regard to be civilized. City had developments in military, religion, technology, economical, and  philosophical developments.  
· Jericho  Beginning into 1930s found stone buildings, circular towers. Something much more impressive anyone found anything before, dates about 1000BC. Those people only had stone tools. It was calculated that some stone-walls could hold 3000 people. Clay female figure that were found were considered religious. Skulls found below the floor of the houses. Storage bins were found too. Importance of storage bins means the food was stored in the community, not just in the individual family. There was not too much hunting. How this development came to life is not sure. The community was developed far from the water. There was need to share and conserve and control water. There was a very sophisticated temple complex. 
· Community organizations begin by need to bring water. 
· Communities tend to live in a bubble.
· There was probably need for protection against Nomads and predators. 


