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The Batman

· ♥ Victim of tragedy
· ♥ Seeking purpose
· ♥ Struggling with personal issues
· ♥ Villains = Batman’s darkest desires
· ♥ Batman comics first came out in the 1930’s during the Great Depression, the creator being Bob Cane.
· ♥ FEAR – fear of bats 
· ♥ “All creatures feel fear, especially the scary ones.”
· ♥ Choice- alternatives of good and evil
· ♥ His parents are shot and killed by a mugger, 
· ♥ Bruce Wayne personalizes this event and takes responsibility.  He feels intense guilt.
· ♥ He learns that security is temporary and fragile
· ♥ Batman is faced with the opportunity to kill his parents killer when he brings a gun to court, but he does not.
· ♥ He avenges his parents death by fighting crime and seeking justice 
· ♥ He is a parallel to Theodore Roosevelt; they also had similar fathers
· ♥ Father- Philanthropist
· ♥ Roosevelt had a deep family tragedy (like Bruce Wayne), he had the opportunity to go to the badlands and commit suicide but he ended up becoming a crazy crime fighting cop on a bike.
· ♥ Bruce Wayne conquers his fear of bats through planned purposeful exposure.
· ♥ Who is the real person?  Bruce Wayne or Batman?
· ♥ Inner conflict of good and evil
· ♥ Everyone has a socially accepted side and a shadow self 
· ♥ Batman’s bat logo- started out as something sinister and turned into to something positive.  Much like the pink triangle used to segregate homosexuals during the holocaust is now a positive symbol for gay rights and freedom etc.
· ♥ Facets of true identity
· ♥ Batman will not take a life 
· ♥ He possesses self-regulation and self-control
· ♥ He’s got a hero complex (Carl Young)
· ♥ He cannot stop being Batman, it is easier to stop being Bruce Wayne
· ♥ His heart has no shield, he can still fall in love (which is his weakness)
· ♥ He had a fear of his love getting hurt so he reframes from having serious relationships or letting himself feel love.
· ♥ The villains in Batman are walking definitions of dysfunction 
· ♥ The rogue defines the hero
· ♥ His enemies offer mirror images of Batman
· ♥ Payback vs Hypothesis
· ♥ Bruce could be Penguin 
· ♥ Two-Face has a split personality disorder
· ♥ Riddler- has to leave self-incriminating clues.  He’s a narcissistic criminal similar to Ted Bundy or the Zodiak killer.  Obsessed with leaving clues for the police, loves the cat and mouse game with law enforcement.
· ♥ Scarecrow is a sadist, he’s a doctor at an asylum, uses chemicals and drugs 
· ♥ At some point in time all the Batman villains has spent time in the Arkham Asylum 
· But these criminals are not insane
· ♥ Jeffery Dahmer was not insane
· ♥ Psychosis 
· ♥ Batman and Cat Woman hook up on and off but he does not accept her because she crosses a line that he does not.  Batman has a moral code.
· ♥ She encompasses his dark side.
· ♥ Lust, greed, revenge, convulsions
· ♥ Joker is a man who was in a chemical accident that disfigured his face and gave him brain damage.
· ♥ He is completely unpredictable and has no motivation.
· ♥ Life is a joke
· ♥ Not logical…for ex. John Hinckley was a man who was obsessed with Jodi Foster.  He thought that if he assassinated the president of the United States (Ronald Reagan at the time) than she would fall in love with him.
· ♥ The Joker had an agenda of chaos
· ♥ Batman and the Joker are dark reflections of each other.
· ♥ They were similar; they had a lot in common.
· ♥ The Joker threatens Batman’s existence and purpose.
· ♥ They have a philosophical conflict.
· ♥ Nobody is pure 
· ♥ Batman is conceivably human (he has no super powers)
· ♥ Anger (damaged individual)
· ♥ Made choices to rise above tragedy 
· ♥ Cosmic balance 
· ♥ Pursue justice in an unjust world.

