Outline of Topics and Readings

	I. Introduction

	Reading 1: E.D. Klemke, “The Question of the meaning of Life”, introduction to our text, The Meaning of Life: A Reader, p. 1-4


	II. Nihilism: Life Has No Meaning or Purpose 

	Reading 2: Arthur Schopenhauer, “On The Sufferings of the World”, (Klemke) p. 45 

Reading 3 (optional online): David Benatar, “No Life is Good”, available at: http://evans-experientialism.freewebspace.com/benatar01.htm
Reading 4: Albert Camus, “The Myth of Sisyphus”, (Klemke) p. 72-81
Reading 5: Richard Taylor, “The Meaning of Life” Klemke, p. 134-142
Reading 6: Thomas Nagel, “The Absurd”, (Klemke) p. 143-152


	III. The Transcendent (Religious) View of the Meaning of Life

	Reading 7: Leo Tolstoy, “My Confession”, (Klemke) p. 7

Reading 8: Louis Pojman, “Religion Gives Meaning to Life, (Klemke) p. 27
Reading 9 (online): William Lane Craig, “The Absurdity of Life Without God” (Begin at “Assessment: The Necessity of God and Immortality”.) Available at: http://www.bethinking.org/resources/the-absurdity-of-life-without-god.htm


	IV. Critique of the Religious Approach

	Reading 10 (online): Theodore Schick, “Morality Requires God – Or Does It?” Available at: http://www.secularhumanism.org/library/fi/schick_17_3.html
Reading 11: Robert Nozick, “Philosophy and the Meaning of Life”, (Klemke) p. 224

Reading 12 (optional online): “What is Humanism?”, from the website of the British Humanist Association, available at: http://www.humanism.org.uk/about/philosophers/books-and-publications/what-is-humanism
Reading 13: Kurt Baier, “The Meaning of Life”, (Klempke) p. 82



	V. Death: A Good Thing or a Bad Thing?

	Reading 14 (optional online): “Curing Aging and The Consequences”, interview with Dr. Aubrey de Grey, Cambridge University, conducted by the European Molecular Biology Organization. Available at: http://www.nature.com/embor/journal/v6/n3/full/7400354.html
Reading 15 (online): Thomas Nagel, “Death”, from his book Mortal Questions, pp.1-10. Available at: http://dbanach.com/death.htm
Reading 16 (online): Max More, “Meaningfulness and Mortality”, discussion of Bernard Williams’ article “The Makropoulos Case”. At: http://www.maxmore.com/meaning.htm


	VI. Existentialism: We Must Create Our Own Meaning

	Reading 17 (online): Existential Primer: Jean-Paul Sartre, available at: http://www.tameri.com/csw/exist/sartre.shtml
Reading 18 (online): Jean-Paul Sartre, “The Humanism of Existentialism” available at:

http://teacherweb.com/MI/PCCS/Humanities/sartre.pdf


	VII. Deconstructing the Meaning of the Question ‘What is the Meaning of Life?’

	Reading 19: A.J. Ayer, “The Claims of Philosophy”, (Klemke & Cahn) p. 199

Reading 20: Kai Nielsen, “Linguistic Philosophy and the Meaning of Life”, Klemke, p. 203



	VIII. Hedonism: What Gives Value to Life Is Pleasure

	Reading 21 (optional, online): Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, “Epicurus”, available at: http://www.iep.utm.edu/epicur/
Reading 22: Epicurus, Letter to Menoeceus, from Epicurus, The Extant Remains, translated by Cyril Bailey (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1926), available at: http://alien.dowling.edu/~cperring/epicurustomenoeceus.html
Reading 23 (online): Sigmund Freud, Selections from Civilization and Its Discontents, available at: http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/freud-civ.html
Reading 24 (online): Robert Nozick, “The Experience Machine”, available at: http://www.cas.umt.edu/phil/documents/exper_machine_nozick.pdf
Reading 25: Richard Taylor, “The Meaning of Life”, (Klemke) especially pp. 140-142


	IX. Renouncing Desire: Stoicism and Buddhism 

	Reading 26 (online): “Stoicism, Buddhism and the Meaning of Life”, available at: http://philosophy.tamu.edu/~sdaniel/Notes/96class23.html
Reading 27 (online): Excerpts from David Sedley's entry on Stoicism in the Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy (General Ed. Edward Craig), available at: http://caae.phil.cmu.edu/cavalier/80130/part1/sect2/texts/R_Stoicism.html
Reading 28 (online): C. George Boeree, “An Introduction to Buddhism”, available at: http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/buddhaintro.html


	X. Happiness as Self-Development

	Reading 29 (online): “Aristotle on Happiness”, available at: http://www.pursuit-of-happiness.org/history-of-happiness/aristotle/aristotle-on-happiness/
Reading 30 (online): Aristotle, selections from The Nichomachean Ethics, available at: http://www.mnstate.edu/gracyk/courses/web%20publishing/AristotleHappiness.htm


	XI. Morality and the Meaning of Life    

	Reading 31: Peter Singer, selections from How Are We to Live?, available at: http://www.veganoutreach.org/articles/howarewetolive.html
Reading 32 (optional, online): Aaron Smuts, “It’s a Wonderful Life: Pottersville and the Meaning of Life” available at: http://www.lhup.edu/dshaw/II%20ProblemsWithThePottersvilleTest_version4_20111016_DSrev_toDS.pdf


	XII. Meaning as the Pursuit of Projects of Value

	Reading 33: Susan Wolf, “Meaning in Life”, (Klemke) p. 232

Reading 34: Steven Cahn, Meaningless Lives”, (Klemke) p. 236

Reading 35: Morritz Schlick, On the Meaning of Life”. Klemke, p. 62
Reading 36: John Kekes, “The Meaning of Life”, (Klemke) p. 239


	XIII. Transcendental Naturalism: Living in Harmony With Nature

	Reading 37 (online): Henry David Thoreau, Walden Pond, Chapter 2, “Where I Lived, and What I lived For”, (Start reading at paragraph 8.) Available at: http://thoreau.eserver.org/walden02.html
Reading 38 (online): “Henry David Thoreau”, in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, available at: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/thoreau/#2


	XIV. Conclusion: How Life Can Have Value Without Having Meaning

	No reading



