Philosophy 1200: the Meaning of Life
Summer Term 2012
Study Guide for the First Exam
Instructions

The first test for Philosophy 1200 will take place in the second half of our class on Thursday, May 31, 2012 (from 7-9 pm). On the test you will be asked to explain, or describe, or criticize, a number of (about 5 or 6) different concepts, theories, doctrines, arguments or issues that we have discussed in the course so far. Each of your answers should be approximately ¾ to 1 page (about 200 words) in length. (Of course, some of your answers may be a little longer, others a little shorter, depending on the question you are answering.) There will be some choice (perhaps 6 out of 8) but not too much. The topics will all be selected from the list below.
List of Topics
1) Explain as clearly as you can the nihilistic view of human life.
2) Describe the metaphysical theory that underlies Schopenhauer’s pessimistic view of life.
3) What arguments or observations does Schopenhauer offer in support of his pessimistic view of life?
4) How convincing are Schopenhauer’s main arguments in support of his pessimistic view of life?
5) What does the absurdity of life consist in according to Camus?
6) How convincing are Camus’ reasons for rejecting suicide as a response to the absurdity of human life?
7) Describe as clearly as you can Camus’ account of how we should respond to the absurdity of life?
8) Describe how Thomas Nagel’s characterization of the absurdity of life differs from that of Camus.
9) Is Camus’ or Nagel’s account of the absurdity of life more convincing (or do you think that neither is really very accurate)?
10) Describe as clearly as you can the religious conception of the meaning and purpose of human life.
11) Describe Nozick’s main criticisms of the religious conception of the meaning and purpose of human life?
12) How plausible do you find the religious view of the meaning and purpose of human life? Defend your view by argument.
13) How plausible is the divine command theory of morality, that is, the view that it is the commands of God that determine the rightness or wrongness of an act?
14) How plausible is Craig’s view that, if anything is to have intrinsic value, then it must be permanent?
15) Nagel discusses three reasons that have been given for thinking that death is not actually an evil. Describe these reasons as accurately as you can.
16) How convincing is the argument of Epicurus (and Lucretius) that, since we do not think our prenatal non-existence is a bad thing, we also should not think that our posthumous non-existence, in other words, death, is a bad thing?
17) Describe Bernard Williams reasons for thinking that immortality would not be a good thing.
18) On the whole, do you think the fact that we die at some point is a good thing or a bad thing (for ourselves)?  For the purpose of this question, you must assume that there is no afterlife. 
19) Explain clearly what Sartre means by his claim that, for people, “existence precedes essence” while for objects (or artefacts) “essence precedes existence”
20) Explain clearly two of the following existentialist concepts: creating oneself, forlornness, existential angst, bad faith.
21) How plausible is the existentialist idea that we can create meaning for our own lives?
