Philosophy 1200: the Meaning of Life
Study Guide for the Second Exam
Instructions

On the second exam you will be asked to explain, describe and/or evaluate a number of (about 5 or 6) different concepts, theories, doctrines, arguments or issues that we have discussed in the second half of the course. Each of your answers should be approximately 1 page (about 150-200 words) in length. (Of course, some of your answers may be a little longer, others a little shorter, depending on the question you are answering.) There will be some choice (perhaps 5 or 6 out of 8) but not too much. The topics will all be selected from the list below.
List of Topics
1) Describe as clearly as you can A.J. Ayer’s approach to the problem of the meaning of life?
2) What is the “is/ought” gap, and how is it supposed to be relevant to Ayer’s claim that the question ‘What is the meaning of life?’ has no clear meaning?
3) How convincing is Ayer’s attempt to “dissolve” (as opposed to solving) the problem of the meaning of life?
4) What are the strongest arguments or considerations that can be offered in support of the hedonist approach to how we should live our lives?
5) Describe as clearly as you can Robert Nozick’s argument, involving the experience machine thought experiment, against hedonism.
6) How convincing is Nozick’s argument (involving the experience machine thought experiment) against hedonism?
7) Explain as clearly as you can the stoic philosophy of life and how we should live if we wish to achieve happiness?
8) Can anything of importance be learned from the stoic philosophy of life, and, if so, what is it? If you think nothing of importance can be learned from it, then defend your view by argument.
9) How reasonable or plausible is the stoic philosophy of life? 
10) Describe two major objections to the Buddhist philosophy of life, and assess how convincing they are.
11) Describe as clearly as you can Aristotle’s conception of happiness.
12) How applicable is Aristotle’s account of happiness today, or do you think it is simply out of date?
13) Explain briefly, but clearly, Aaron Smuts “doing-good” account of the meaning of life in Reading 32.
14) How plausible is Aaron Smuts “doing-good” account of the meaning of life?
15) Explain clearly what it is for a human life to be meaningful, according to Susan Wolf in Reading 33.
16) Describe and assess two serious objections against Susan Wolf’s account of what it is for a human life to be meaningful.
17)  What do naturalists (like Henry David Thoreau) think is the real source of the problem of the meaning of life, and how do they think we can best overcome this problem?
18) Describe and assess two serious objections against the naturalist response to the problem of the meaning of life.
19) What in your view is the best, most plausible, response to the problem of the meaning of life? Defend your view by argument.
