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GEOG 2200 Global Connections
Assignment 2: Global Media (Option 1)
Value: 20% of Your Final Grade

Due: November 22, 2012 @ midnight
Maximum length (excluding maps): 10 pages

NOTE: If you do select this assignment, keep in mind time zones. You will have to dedicate a significant amount of one day reviewing all the media outlet sites as per the methodology. For example, if you are going to select five media outlets from the Islamic World, you could begin working on summarizing the web sites during the afternoon because of the difference in time zones. Then you would watch the Canadian news that evening and summarize the Canadian web site. These five media outlets do NOT have to be English – in fact, it would be more interesting if they were NOT.

Purpose

Are events occurring around the world reported in the same fashion around the world by different media services? The purpose of this assignment is to attempt to answer this question.

Background

Media personalities state that it is their job to provide viewers with an accurate, objective and comprehensive summary of the day’s events. BUT is this true?  Do they actually provide us with an accurate, neutral reporting of world events?  Given the limited time available in a nightly news broadcast, and the limited space on a home page of a media web site, do differing media services, companies or organizations, based in differing regions of the world present the same, or very different interpretations, of world events?

Methodology

1. Choose a day next week (between October 29 and November 4) and watch the late night world news report on either Global or the CBC. 
1) List the news items as they are presented in this broadcast AND the amount of time dedicated to each. This should be presented in a summary table that includes: the title of the story, the time allocated to this story, the ‘message’ [how was the story presented]).
2) Next, go to the web site of that media outlet and evaluate their principal home page and world news home pages. What are the lead stories on its home page and its world home page? How much space is given to each? Are there accompanying photos? What do they write in the opening two paragraphs of each story? 
3) Evaluate the stories appearing on the principal and world news home pages of the media web site information on these sites and assess this against the television news hour.

2. Next, select five official media outlets from around the world and conduct the same assessment of these web sites as you have conducted for the Canadian media outlet. These five could either be within a specific region of world (e.g., a selection from the Islamic World – for example, one from a North African country, a Gulf state, and perhaps Iran, Pakistan and Indonesia for example) OR one from each of five regions (South America, the Indian sub-continent, Eastern Europe, Far East Asia, Australia/Pacific Islands for example). If you opt to select a cluster of outlets from a specific region of the world, you CANNOT do Western Europe or North America. In other words, I want you to look at media outlets outside Wallenstein’s core. You can include Australia and New Zealand into a cluster study of Oceania and the Pacific Islands. (In other words, I want you to go outside the core and into the periphery/semi-periphery)
1) What are the stories on their principal home page and world news home page? How much space is given to each? Do they have accompanying photos? What do they write in the opening two paragraphs of each story? 
2) You can also watch the news reports on-line of these different media outlets if you wish.

3. Finally, you will compare these sites against the Canadian media outlet site and TV world news for that day. 
1) In evaluating these sites against the Canadian, you need to list the various news stories from each in the order of importance as they appear on the sites. 
2) How does the range of stories differ? 
3) How does the reporting in the stories differ?

4. Then you can conclude whether the claims made by the media about their objectivity and comprehensiveness are indeed accurate!

Rules of Submission

This assignment is limited to a maximum of 10 pages (excluding maps and other illustrations). 
· All submissions are to be in a font size of 11 point. 
· The font type is your choice. However, limit these to such readable fonts as Times Roman, Calibri, and Arial. Do not use a font such as comic or some script font that is difficult to read. You do not get originality marks for making it difficult to read.
· The text should be double-spaced.

If you choose some other format to submit your assignment, follow commonly accepted specifications for that format. For example, if you want to produce an electronic poster, follow the specifications normally used for academic posters. Here again, I am pretty flexible. The key is: do you cover all of the components outlined in the accompanying template?




GEOG 2200 Global Connections
Assignment 2: Tracing the Global Connections of …  (Option 2)
Value: 20% of Your Final Grade

Due: November 22, 2012 @ midnight
Maximum length (excluding maps): 10 pages

In this second assignment you take on the role of a major sleuth. Choose a product, company or cultural form and map its global connections. This mapping can be both geographical and historic (e.g., the spread of a disease through time and space). 
For example, you might:
· Trace the growth of a major company like Mcdonalds or Coca Cola, or a high tech company, or a shoe company such as Nike;
· Trace an architectural style or engineering technique;
· Trace a particular music genre;
· Trace a specific food and its hybridization across time and space (e.g., tea);
· Trace the spread of a disease;
· Trace the global spread of a particular ‘nation’ into diasporas (e.g., the Irish);
· Trace the emergence of global languages.
And so on.

This is less structured than option 1 because, quite simply, it will depend upon what you are tracing. The purpose of offering you this assignment is for you to draw upon your major. 

I would expect you to cover these points:
· Identify the topic clearly (purpose)
· Background to the topic (what it is, what it does, who it is.)
· Present the global expansion of the topic (include maps – this is, after all, a geography course)
· Provide a commentary (analysis) of this process (e.g., who or how did this globalization take place?)
· Conclusion 

 I do expect you to use the same format outline on the next pages as is expected of those who choose option 1.





Template/Rubric for Assignment 2


Your submission must include the following sections:
· Purpose
· Background
· Methodology
· Results
· Analysis
· Discussion
· Conclusion
· References

Purpose

This is pretty straight forward: it is basically repeating the purpose set out above. However, put it in context of your selection of media outlets (e.g., regional comparison OR global).

Background

Again, you can use the background materials as your point of departure. However, incorporate details of your background. For example, you could address the fact that you may be an international student and therefore will focus on media outlets from your ‘region’ of the world. The purpose of the background is to provide the reader with some context for your report and analysis.

Methodology

Yet again, you can use the methodology outlined in the assignment. However, provide more details. For example, how did you select the five media outlets? Did you use a theme for your selection or did you do a random selection?

Results

You must present your findings in – yes – a clear fashion. Do not mix in analysis and discussion here. This section is strictly for presenting your results. These can be presented in tabular form, or under a series of sub-section headings (or themes). This is also where you would put any maps, charts or other illustrations.



Analysis/Discussion

Once you have presented your findings, now it is time to analyze these findings and to discussion their significance. These two sections – the results and analysis/discussion sections – are the heart of your assignment. What do your results tell you? 
· In the case of the media assignment, how do the reports on the same events differ from one region to another? What is the tone of the language used? In journalism, one is taught to place the most important ‘facts’ in the opening paragraphs because readers do not always read the entire story. How do the various media outlets differ in their lead-ins 9their opening paragraphs? Do they use different photographs to support the story? And so on.

This requires time to reflect on your findings. You cannot simply sit down and write an analysis in one sitting – and do a good job. 

Conclusion

A conclusion summarizes the journey above. You return to your question, trace (briefly) how you undertook the study, highlighting the key insights, observations and discussion points. Then you answer the question posed in your purpose. You do NOT introduce new ideas or arguments in a conclusion. All of that should be done in the analysis and discussion.

References

All materials should be properly cited and referenced like any paper. While I have not specifically stated that you need to conduct formal research for this assignment, it is highly recommended as this provides further support to your insights and arguments. It also results in a superior grade!



Rubric

This assignment is worth 20% of your final grade so invest time, thought and effort in it.
	Section
	Comments
	Marks

	Purpose
	Is it clearly stated? Have you incorporated information relevant to your approach to the assignment?
	5

	Background
	Is it clearly presented? Have you included information relevant to your approach and scope of the assignment?
	10

	Methodology
	Is it clearly presented in a systematic fashion (into steps)? Information such as the sampling/selection results (e.g., media outlets selected) should be include in this section.
	10

	Results
	Present your results in a clear format. Discussion or analysis should not be included in this section. The first step in analysis is to simply present your findings.
	20

	Analysis and Discussion
	This next section is where you analyze and discuss your results. Thoughtful, organized analysis and discussion is expected. Don’t just summarize what is obvious. Ask yourself what is the significance of the results? What are the ramifications of the results?  This section is worth 25% of the total grade for the assignment so set time aside for it. You cannot (really) sit down and write this one-off. You need to think about it, write down your thoughts, set it aside and then return to it in order to produce a succinct and insightful analysis and discussion.
	25

	Conclusion 
	In a conclusion you are expected to return to the question posed at the outset of the assignment. Then you quickly summarize how you approached the question and the key observations made. Then you answer the question posed at the outset. Do you come up with a clear conclusion? Do you answer the assignment’s basic question? 
	10

	Quality of work
	You are expected to produce a well-written and well presented submission. Does your submission have a proper cover page? Is it paginated? Are your section titles consistent? Is your work free of grammatical and spelling mistakes? Are your paragraphs proper paragraphs? Is it properly referenced? You need to be proud of your work so, again, invest the time to produce a top-drawer work. 
	10

	Originality 
	Anyone who has taken one of my courses will tell you that I place a premium on originality – original thought and originality in presentation. I encourage you to push your limits – and you will be rewarded!
	10

	Total
	100



