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Toronto’s Inner Suburbs

Sewell
· 1950: celebrating the rural nature of Toronto outskirts
· The Don Valley Conservation Report: good intentions but no mechanism for implementation
· an analysis on how the suburbs is made
· gateway cities ( montreal, toronto, vancouver)
· these are the cities where mainly many immigrants comes in
· Baby boat - contribute to the increase of population
· That’s why we need to expand
· Sewell points out ( around early 50s), no politicians got the sense of what will happen with the increase of ppl
· The Conservation Report argues the surrounding land are agricultural/conversation 
· it was blind to changes.
· They believed the areas will remain wild and that’s how they want to keep it

Suburban Growth
· 1953: Sprawl begins 
· The era of suburban growth
· People started moving there; thus suburban growth
· How and why did things go wrong?
· According to Sewell, no one can foresee the protection of the wild will stay
· Beginning of inner suburban generate from the lack of concrete measures to protect the area

Sprawl: Is It Sustainable?
· Sprawl in the GTA - the article won’t be on the exam.

Noble
· Toronto’s Inner Suburbs (1946-1980s)
1 North York
2 Scarborough
3 Etobicoke
· not how they came to be but how they are doing today
· before 1980 they were all there own municipality 
· now part of the city of toronto


Toronto’s Outer Suburbs
· 2 tier systems
· Durham, Peel, Halton
· separate municipality but still part of GTA

The 3 Cities of Toronto: A phenomenon of Income Polarization
· Noble is using a study from University of Toronto by looking at the income level living in Toronto
· We see pockets of poverty

Income Polarization, Toronto
· Shows the inner suburbs doing worse

Income Polarization: Does It Reflect in Voting Patterns?
· inner city and inner suburban is problematic
· feel separated 
· no clue of the other side  i.e. “ I wonder what it is like in the city?”

Causes of Inner Suburbs’ Decline
· Preference for older downtowns
· older downtown infrastructure are more artistic, better quality, pleasant to live in, pleasing to the eye
· suburban were created without any artistic conscious ( just blocks)
· Suburbans sprawl
· decided to move out to the outer suburban 
· i.e. vaughan, markham, richmond hill
· Move because they value the extra volume of space
· Governments’ emphasis on the need to attract the creative class and build the creative city
·  municipality  govt’s (noble) say undevelopment in the downtown core are meant to attract the create class
· downtown core consider the one to be more competitive

Young and Keil
· A “ politics of infrastructure” 
· physical and social infrastructure - communities, schools, place of worship are not created out of the blue but based on political descisions
· In between city
· i.e area b/w Toronto and Vaughan ( two different municipality) 
· the line that separate them? -steeles ave
· south side of steeles is T.O, cross the street is vaughan
· Argument: the area in b/w city are not receiving investment in infrastructure 
· more interest in downtown core
· the further you move out, less interest received by politicians

The Importance of Infrastructure
· Concerning infrastructure, there are 3 gov’t that comes into play
· provincial gov’t - in charge of providing the infrastructure, decided what infrastructure to build and pays for it
· Municipal gov’t - constitutionally speaking, infrastructure falls under the provincial responsibility, must follow their set regulations. municipal gov’t have less money- they get the $$ from property taxes

Challenges for Regional Planning
The role of the provincial 
· Has the money and authority to implement change
· to facilitate transportation from the state to T.O ( Continental Gateway project)
The role of municipality 
· more limited
· metrolinx -an agency created by T.O to take control of transportation
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Assignment
· fieldwork
· select the route you take commonly
· which neighbour you go through when you travel
· how do you cover this distance i.e car, public transportation (GO, TTC or both), walking
· Describe the area you go through i.e pass by downtown ( old, lots of stores and mall)
· aspect- assess the travelling exp. Good? 
· if improvement are required mention it



Greater Toronto Area

Moore
· create traffic problems - ppl living in the suburban travels in the city and out constantly
· destroying the land for agricultural purposes by building houses, etc

New Urbanism in the GTA
· fight sprawl through creating complete community
· In an only residential community, the only method to move around ( such as buying grocery, play, etc) is to use the car, which creates traffic
· solution: build complete community = houses + stores + parks
· all elements included allow ppl to live in their community w.o moving around
· get friendly and know your environment
· Some ppl goes straight home through their front door garage - oblivious to their neighbours and their environment
· no sense of community
· New Urbanism is a theory, abstract, ideas put together
· getting implemented will face reality, thus need to be modified

Cornell
· suppose to be a 2nd international airport ( east side) to compliment the Pearson Airport (west side) - didn’t go through
·  in 1988- let use this area to create affordable housing
· in 1995- conversative got elected
· they try to get out of the business to build affordable housing
· Markham didn’t have the $$ to build it themselves
· got sold to private buyer
· they build new community under the theory of new urbanism
· creation of cornell community is relatively successful
· the failure - not the new urbanism that is viewed
· some aspect of new urbanism with some traditional - not a  complete community

Montgomery
· same as Cornell
· not the perfect example of new urbanism - more traditional stuff
· orangeville - some have garage in the front or none at all
· building a community with new urbanism is risky and it didn’t provide that assurance because ppl wasn’t sure it would work out

The Beach, City of Toronto
· successful because it has a style that already apply to the new urbanism
· has front porches - like new urbanism
· no/min resistance, ppl are already used to it
· ideal matches reality already

King West Village
· was vacant
· used to build residential community
· matched very well with existing areas
· no resistance - is what they were expecting

New Urbanism in City and Suburbs
· Brownfield - areas in the city
· Greenfield - suburban areas
· Why new urbanism work better in Brownfield than Greenfield?
             2) it was like a replication
                 No need for ppl approval because the ppl there are already used to it

Obstacle
1) lack of interest towards change
-comfortable with the front door garage ( not interacting with ppl around them)
2)Abide by certain regulation by the city of Toronto
- building a garage is like building a propery
-owners would have to pay two properties tax
3) save time and trouble - try to purse builder to try new thing
