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January 17th Elvis Presley

· Rock n Roll – the forming of all types and different backgrounds of music.  Rock n Roll has a specific sexual connotation. 
· Philips and Elvis made a couple records and soon Elvis would become the preeminent star of Rock N Roll. 
· Distribution of his music came from the Radio. 
· The principle audience for Elvis’s music was white suburban teens who were able to purchase his albums because of wealth. 
· 45-rpm singles – Turntable turned at 45 revolutions per minute = these single became known from the radio. This product was affordable to these white suburban kids. This was a marketing device making albums a secondary 
· Television appearances made Elvis a major star. 
· Three consecutive Sundays he appeared on the Ed Sheerman show created for him a national profile, that he couldn’t of done through rpm singles and radio broadcasts.  
· Once Elvis got drafted into the army and came back, he had only made records and films. He did not perform live shows anymore. 
· Payola scandal – Record Company’s sent people to play the albums on radio stations. Alan Freed took money in exchange for playing records. He promoted African – American musicians. Dick Clark another disk jockey promoted white musicians and didn’t get in trouble, while Alan Freed did. 
· Radio broadcasting was for the distribution of singles to generate 45-rpm singles sales. $$$$ 
· 78 rpm- record was pre WW2 – but was too expensive for the white suburban kids. 
· Hound Dog – A cover is a new version of a song that has already been recorded by an artist. Back then the original artists were usually African American and the cover was done by someone who was white. Two white guys Lieber and Stoller wrote Hound Dog. Willie Mae Thornton an African American was the first to record it. 
· This song was a Novelty Song - A novelty song is a comical or nonsensical song, performed principally for its comical effect.
· Hound Dog is a 12 bar blues. This is an indication of how blended the races and different music disciplines. Chord changes at the first of the bar. 
· Elvis has a rasp in his voice, which is emulating black blues singers. 
· Stop time – The only thing that doesn’t stop is the time. In hound dog all instruments guitar, bass, piano (accept the drums) stop and Elvis then keeps singing leading into the next verse. 
· Stop time = It articulates = tells you that we are at the end or the beginning of each verse = provides a divider for the verses in songs. 
· Stop time = generates tension = all the instruments in Hound Dog drop out = Stop time is measure in beats of the flow of the music. 
· Metre – The regular occurring beats are organized into a particular pattern. 
· Patterns in beats can be ¾ with accents on every 1 beat in the 3 beats. 2/4 with accents on every 1 beat in 2 beats. 4/4 with accents on every 1 beat and a lighter accent on the 3 beat. 
· The backbeat creates a softer accent on the 2nd and 4th beat. In hound dog the drummer does this. The drummer introduces the backbeat on 2 and 4 and creates rhythmic tension with hitting the snare. At the same time Chord changes on the different beats. 
· The bass creates even further rhythmic tension by playing beats in between beats 1 and 2, 2 and 3, and 3 and 4. 
· This creates 3 different patterns of rhythms being played by instruments in Hound Dog. 
· Syncopation = moving the accent away from the accent beats. In Hound Dog = the first is the snare drum pattern = the bass line pattern is also another form of syncopation. 
· Music puts a frame around a chunk of time. Music organizes events in time in a certain way. 
· There is a balance between repetition and variation. The best music carefully balances the two. 
· Most music in the western world, a large part of how the time frame and repetition and variation works is creating expectations and either fulfilling them or surpassing them. 
· In Hound Dog – expectation = the ensemble is playing = Stop time defeats the expectation that the ensemble continues. The song depends on a certain realm of expectation. This creates a challenge for listening to this music 
· The guitar solo in Hound Dog – There is back up singers singing the chorus as the guitar starts to play solo. They can either be giving a vocal presence because Elvis isn’t singing, or a chorus because the guitar isn’t playing the chorus. The guitar solo creates its own Arch Structure. Typical kind of melodic structure of the Anglo American Ballad structure. 
Jailhouse Rock
· Vocal sound – Elvis is emulation the African American signers like muddy waters. He is a little more consistent in this song then in Hound Dog. 
· Drums and Piano introduction = off beat accents = Elvis then comes in = There is stop time and then the whole ensemble plays together while Elvis sings. 
· Tension is being created by off beats being played by the drums and piano and the absence of the ensemble. This creates this sense of anticipation, which is fulfilled when the whole ensemble comes in. 
· Structure of Jailhouse Rock – It is a 12 bar pattern that is extended to 16 by repeating the first 4 bars. By doubling the first 4 bars this creates more tension.  
· The guitar solo -  The guitar uses the last 8 bars and is saving the other 8 for Elvis. 
· Fade-outs – There is a fade out in the song and disk jockeys love fade outs so they can talk over the song and introduce the next one. 
· Hook – A hook is something that already occurs in the main body of the song. It is an interval part of the song in Jailhouse. It’s always words and music, never instruments alone. It usually is a few words and over a fade out. The fadeout works well with the hook because both can be repeated. 
Heartbreak Hotel
· Elvis is projecting the sound of his voice, where it is urgent and penetrating. The second verse his voice is much more mellow and low. 
· The instruments in the ensemble come in one at a time which then leads to the guitar solo, where the guitar fills up the back up when Elvis stops singing. 
· When Elvis is singing the penetrating lyrics, the ensemble follows him with louder and stronger notes but they are playing few notes to create tension. When his voice goes lower the instruments play longer notes and are lighter in complimentary with Elvis’ voice. 
· Timbre – The relative higher notes of the lower note create the timbre.
· Heartbreak Hotel – Elvis is introducing elements from the Jazz genre that make his song sound a little more different than the other songs on the radio. 

All Shook up
· Much mellower sound to his voice compared to Hound Dog and Jailhouse rock. There is stop time used to create the tension. 
· Garden variety bridge = 2 essential elements in a bridge = 1) provides new melodic material = 2) It begins to modulate (move away from the home key) 
· The last couple of bars of the bridge the stand on the dominant home key = the last couple bars is devoted to the specific harmony leading to the home key. 



That's When You're Heartaches Begin
· Very different kind of song = nothing like Hound Dog or Jailhouse Rock = it is very soft and mellow. 
· This is the type of Elvis that grew up listening to Country music. 
· We draw from this song that there are several different Elvis’ 
·  Elvis’ embraced full blast rock, fusion blues, American folk ballad, and Country music which is this song. 
· In this song he uses a different type of vocal style to appeal to different audience as he does with every other song. 
· This album has many different styles, and this is how Elvis was able to create so many sales in his different albums. 

The Beatles – Sgt Peppers lonely-hearts club band 
· Brian Epstein = without him The Beatle would not have been The Beatles. Epstein made them into the professional model, as he was the manager. Epstein went to every record company in London. EMI record label agrees to make the record, but assigned the beatles to Parlophone records (they did novelty records). 
· George martin = classically trained musician, he did all the music and sound effects of the Hound Show. = He was newly appointed the head at Parlophone 
· Martin Epstein = he would take there ideas and making them into songs 
· EMI was all about marketing 
· They would leak key songs to disk jockeys which got a lot of radio play = created pre release anticipation 
· Tremendous anticipation = creating demand = huge pre shipments of product which is the supply for the demand = huge amount of beatles records debuted at number 1 at
Sgt. Peppers lonely-Hearts Club Band 
· At the start you can hear a crowd talking and strings being tuned. 
· Typical novelty song from George Martin = he replaces to the tuning of strings with the Beatles 
· Musical Hall rock band = at the start sounds like a crowd before a symphony as if it were in a music hall = but Martin replaces the build up with The Beatles = first impression is a live show  = Rock band is transported into a music hall = the impression 
· The instruments in the song = follow 
· 33 rpm disk = on the disk = little lines that have a distinctly different visual image from the whole album. These lines were the spaces between songs. 
· Disk jockeys were able to play different songs on the record 
· But the beatles are trying to have it both ways = they allow the disk jockeys to play specific tracks = while at the same time have songs intertwine to encourage listening to the album the whole way through. 
· The unfolding of the album = up to the end of side one = the album unfolds as if the a symphony would unfold = the last song 
· Side 2 = George Harrison Indian music = uses recognizable elements of Indian music = maybe sounds a little like what a music hall in 1968 London, England would sound like. 
· A day in the life = after the musical = reality check = reminds the listeners that the album is recorded in the studio and is not a live show 
She’s Leaving Home 
· Song starts off with a harp = the Beatles are creating a musical image = doing it with sonic means = the harp 
· The only song on pepper which is not arranged by George Martin 
· Musical illustration = the cello plays a descending line with a little bit of an arch at the top 
· Cello repeats what it has played before 
· She is leaving home = vocal resources distinguish between statements in the song 
· “She is leaving home” = higher pitched 
· “We gave her everything money could buy” = lower pitched (the parents of the girl) 
· Both side of the story = 3rd person story of the girl and 1st person story of the parents 
Good Morning Good Morning 
· Starts off with a rooster 
· John Lennon is singing and saxophones are brought in to thicken the texture of the song. When the sax’s are in the texture thickens, when John Lennon is singing the saxes regulate the emphasis on the lyrics 
· Guitar Solo = playing melodic lines at high register and then incorporating bass notes = creates a counter point by having an upper and lower point played in turn. 
· Who Played the solo? Sources say McCartney others say Harrison 
· The guitar solo attempts to replicated the tambour of the sax’s which in turn replicates the lyrics of John Lennon  
· At the end = HOOK = lyrics replicated “Good Morning Good Morning” with the sound of the band and barn sound noises of animals. 

(Sgt. Pepper Reprise)
· Paul McCartney counts the band as he would in a live show 
· Lyrics “We hope you have enjoyed the show”
· Emerging from the end of the song = A day in the life 

A Day in the Life of 
· Lets the audience know from the transition that it is not a live show but merely a recorded album in studio 
· As the Reprise fades the acoustic guitar comes in 
· Bass line = makes a hiccup = goes up a couple notes = and is off beat 
· The drums and bass providing after beats = the combination of the two (irregular off beats and notes) with the regular guitar, vocals, and piano = provides great contrast. 

Jimi Hendrix – Are you experienced? 
· Jimi Hendrix did not experience success in North America due to race 
· Chess Chandler deeply involved with working with Hendrix = got him recording 
· Hendrix impact on the rock scene is interesting because his life was so short but yet he has profoundly affected the music scene to this day.
· Many guitarists will say the most important influences was Jimi Hendrix. 
· Hendrix guitar playing is very unconventional = that’s why not many guitarist can’t imitate his sound 
· Hendrix performance had a huge impact on people interested in rock music. 
· Hendrix was a dynamic performer = motion in stage movements, the way he used the guitar, the microphone set up on stage. 

Foxy Lady 
· From the beginning = Hendrix is turning everything on its head 
· Disc Jockey’s love fade outs 
· Foxy Lady uses a fade in = it’s a non-beginning, beginning. 
· What did the listener miss before the pods were opened 
· Hendrix is always challenging the listener = He is challenging you to find out what was going on before 
· The first chord of Foxy Lady = The Hendrix Chord = it became his signature = it makes a jarring sound = put you on edge 
· Rhythm = The vocals are highly expressive = every little pause has its expressive purpose = “huh” at the end of line before “Foxy” = he then brings the lyrics into focus as he sings them in beat “I wanna take you home”, delays “I wont you do harm” = the irony in his lyrics.  
· Hendrix delays lyrics to put them in and out of sync with the music 
· The guitar solo = it is dominated by extremely long notes which are shaped by bending the strings = shapes the pitch 
· The fast notes in the guitar solo are implemented to connect the longer notes
· At the end the song has a hook = “Foxy Lady” and the fade in is repeated 
· The lyrics are an idea of a threat or a menace 

Manic Depression 
· 3 bars of introduction = the second bar is stop time = it is silent 
· The song is in ¾ = unconventional = the snare drum and principle accent are together = no back beat like most rock songs which are 4/4 
· Rising base line in song = extremely disturbing = reason is because it is clear when the base line is descending = 
· The rising base line does not have a distinguished goal of where its going in the song. 
· Hendrix waits for the second verse to start singing 
· The guitar solo = long notes in the beginning and end = the principle melodic factor = each note carefully shaped with bravado 
· The base plays an “Ostinato” = allows Jimi Hendrix to easily shape his solo around the base and the drums
· Fade out at the end 

Don’t live for today 
· The song is based on the Ostinato = it is a leaping off point of all kind of interesting developments 
· This song takes us back to urban blues 
· He cleary situates himself to that extreme but takes it further 

Read House
· The only 12 bar blues on the album 
· Starts the song with a guitar solo 
· There a lot of long notes that are carefully shaped, but also plays more faster notes than usual = when he plays the fast notes = it is a threat that he can play way more of them but then restricts himself and goes back to the long notes = the threat of the whole song losing control 
· The guitar expresses and stretches out the words as Hendrix sings them 
· There is an overlap in the lyrics and the guitar = the guitar is threatening to overtake the voice and vice versa with the voice (happens a lot in the second voice)
· The second guitar solo = starts of with long notes = then he goes into short repetitive notes that should go into a longer not but overlaps into the next phrase. He also isolates the important long and short notes by bending the guitar strings 
· The whole third verse brings down the excitement a bit.

Artists can provoke audiences to develop = Markus = rock history book = Essay’s on bands 
· Harmonica Frank = he is a foil to Robert Johnson who predates harmonica frank 
· Obsession 
· Few biographical facts known with Robert Johnson and his demise = Sin and the evil = feed into the American fascination of life = this has conspired more to make out of Johnson’s life and his music than we actually need to 
· Sly Stone = band of significant importance 
· Sly’s band = racially mixed 
· When the record came out from their band = there was a wave of race riots going on 
· Stone deals with racial tensions in the united states 
· Markus is accurate when he says “Sly Stone” was in the for front when it came to dealing with racial issues. 
·  Artistic peers didn’t want to play after him because his show was so dynamic 
· Randy Newman = His family has been in film music business for a long time 
· Many artists have recorded songs of his = he was held in high regards as a song writer = today he has a lot of fame for film music composer  
· Elvis = this essay doesn’t focus on the usual 
· After Elvis comes back from the Army = He decides to do a TV special 
· There was a ton of pre broadcast anticipation = reestablishes Elvis as a dynamic live performer 
· Elvis’ performance was amazing and brought him great success = he started touring again = this leads to his death 

Janis Joplin – Feb 14th               

Mercedes Benz
· She is entrenched in the media 
· The continual lowering of expectations = Car, Colour TV, Some drinks 
· Joplin like to drink a lot = she is making fun of herself 
· “Everybody sing along”?? = No one joins in to sing a long 
· She gets across the message of how alone she felt in the world, and as a women in the industry 

Move Over 
· Starts with the drums 
· Guitar comes in and plays the exact same thing as the voice = Playing in Unison = same notes 
· Piano and Bass on two chords = makes people think that the whole band is going to come in = all the instruments drop out and the bass is just playing 
· The bass is picking up and even jumping in and doubling the guitar as the third verse comes in.
· While bass is doubling guitar and voice = the whole ensemble is now doing it = THICKENING THE TEXTURE 
· Everyone is than in for the bridge 
· The next stanza is guitar only for the solo = all the instruments are playing = accompanying the guitar 
· Guitar solo = Bridge portion = fast notes that bring out the harmonic tones in the song = different from the first guitar solo which was longer notes, more melodic, and building 
· The whole song is based around the guitar solo
· Instrumental solo = creating contrast with vocal chords in the song 
· The idea of contras is taken a little bit further because the way of the accompaniment 

Women Left Alone
· She delays the second syllable = “Lone…..Ly”
· Harmonic Rhythm = melody moves a little faster 
· She allows the instruments in the second stanza to take a little more priority. 
· Stop Time in the third stanza 
· All the matter of keeping the lid on the song and not letting the song lose control 
· There is an Organ Solo 

Get it wrong if you can 
· Instrumental introduction 
· “Nothing you can count on, not even your own brother” 
· Bass is the motor to the song
· Takes advantage of the guitar solo = it stays on the same note 
Joni Mitchell – Feb 28th 

· The relationship the Joni Mitchell has with her lyrics are conventional
· Likes to present them as if they had an existence of their own
· Vocal music has a “strophic structure” where the same music is repeated with different lyrics
· When music is strophic it cannot express the text, only songs that use separate music for every bit of words, can express the text properly
· Sophisticated song writers often exploit un-strophic songs (through-composed): new music for every phrase
· They can use the repetitive structure of strophic form 

Little Green

· Story about her life and absence of father
· 3 characters – herself, mother, 
· “Why don’t you become a gypsy dancer?”
· Autobiographical song – strophic

Just like tonight (Star Light)

· About emotions – comes out with the guitar introduction – open low strings, ring out while creating a sense of conflict
· Reminds her of the blackness in her own mind “light the candle in this whole heart of mine”
· About the flight she is on that resulted from her yearning to go home

The plane ride song (don’t know title)

· First talking about Paris, but then the guitar playing becomes smooth as opposed to the choppy rhythmic; once she says “California” 
· Is the man that she’s strung on waiting for her at the airport?
· Repetition “Will you take me as I am?” she has many doubts
· The higher her voice – the more doubt in her mind – using musical means

March 7th Fleetwood Mac – Rumors
· Rock N Roll up until Woodstock was a niche market 
· Measure success with against how the Woodstock album sold 
· The Film of Woodstock = the film had a much greater impact = ignored to big facts = 1) it had many rock artist on it = many people would be attracted to Woodstock album because there are fans of so many artists on the record. 2) Many people bought the Woodstock album = in order to get a piece of the ownership of the Woodstock festival = this was the next best thing to going to see the movie = many people were denied at the boarder for many reasons and couldn’t make it to the concert. 
· This put a lot of pressure on the band in different record labels to emulate the sales that Woodstock album had sold = The new mode of thinking in the industry = Established acts were under tremendous pressure = It became more and more difficult for new acts to get a hearing = if it was hard for Bob Dylan to reach sale goals = it would be way harder for a new band to do the same. 
· If all across the U.S = your album ships 100 000 units = it was considered a gold record = but this goal became an embarrassment because of Woodstock 
· Prior to its reformation in the 70s = back in the late 60s = Fleetwood Mac was 3rd grade British blues band = they were not big news = they reformed the band = acquired the 2 lady singers = and sold Rumors = biggest selling *Album* 
· This band achieves an enormous hit in the Album = how? = Imitation 
· Cat Stevens, CSNY, Pentangle 
· Pentangle = from England = Not a lot of exposure in America = Good guitarists 
· One of the pressures for a band like Fleetwood Mac = They put stuff on the album that appealed to a variety of audiences = make for sales = blatant imitations. 
· It undercuts the purpose of the record = Why imitate other artist when the band is capable of more = they do it 

Dreams 
· Long build up to the chorus 
· This song generated an entire sub genre within rock music called “Soft Rock” = sentimental quieter rocks songs did exist before this song = But Dreams = It came to define the genre = Many songs were made after that emulated the style of “Dreams” 
· Drums come in and bass playing prominent gesture = then a keyboard really low = barely hear it = And then GUITAR = just sneaks in = using his volume effect = understating its gestures 
· The voice is very restrained = In the low register = very soft = understating its case 
· The back up vocals come in = big marking point in the song = Thickens the texture = before it was thin = now thick = to the point when the back vocals come in to the climax “Chorus” = It takes long time to get to the chorus 
· The drums = go from playing normally = to start hitting the snare and a lower tom = The Drum accent before chorus = occupies 2 full beats = beat 1) the down beat (hits a couple toms) = beat 2) the Backbeat (hits a symbol) = emulates the Thunder and Lightning in the lyrics of the song 
· A bit of back and forth with the two textures of the lead singer and back up vocals 
· After the chorus = the guitar takes over and brings everything back down to where we were before 
· Very slow gradual deliberate thickening of texture going on throughout the whole song 
· This song is built on a different scale in terms of the length of its sections = The second refrain is the same and second refrain = the deliberateness of the tension building in the song is great 
Don’t Stop
· The bass player = doing the “pedal” = harmonies are changing = the bass starts moving  
· Divided into three equal parts = Rhythm 12/8 swing = the top line leaves out a note 
· Guitar solo = starts off low register = then builds up to the climax to let the listener know were are at the climax
· The drummer creates tension by hitting off-beats during fills 
· Entire energy of the song is generated by the bass = he is playing 12/8 = he leaves a little more space between the first and third note 

Go Your Own Way
· Syncopation = The drums playing one syncopated pattern, guitar playing another pattern, and voice another = “Go your own way” = they are all going there own way = sets up confusion and tension for the listener 
· When we get to the Chorus = ensemble comes together = and rhythm seems to be more stable 
· The bass player is driving the rhythmic structure of the whole song = especially at the chorus = he is actively driving the whole texture 
· Non-guitar solo solo = the guitar = did not replace the voice 
· The whole song is building up to the second guitar solo = the whole song is an interlude to the guitar solo 

· Zach = Music teacher = song writer, singer, guitaris 
· He attempts to blend the traditional division of labor between the "engineer” and the “producer” = which make the “Recordest” 
· The question of the theoretical existence of the recording???? 
· People out in the audience = potential consumers of the recordings = found it difficult to find the difference between the recording and the live version 
· The recording began to take on a life of its own = LesPaul was one of the innovators = using technology to make the recording something different =from what is possible from the live performance 
·  Many artists have released live records from live shows 
· Some of these records are significant documents on how they performed live = The Doors 
· Zach Overlooks 
· Expo 67 = Montreal = became the anchor point to broadcast all around the world = when they got to Britain = Live recording of the Beetles = “All you need is love” 
· What actually happened = a recording of “all you need is love” = much of the music on that recording was on the recorded = the beetles and George martin pre-recorded some track which were played and then they recorded the live version and put that on the record = Much of what was in the studio production was captured during the live version of the song = but not a live recording of the song 
· Signified that the art object was not the song = that’s what you get when you get the recording 
· The purpose of the broadcast was to show the beetles recording the song = while others tracks were broadcasted over the studio 
· Recording music is a very particular way of making music 
· BBC put a frame around the act of recording = people watching the recording on TV = recordings are different from live performances 
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