Lesson #4 – The Greek Legacy
Introduction (Audio Recording)
· Greek culture important because all NT books written in Greek
· Encounter between important Jewish revelation that was then taken over by Christianity and the culture surrounding it (Hellenism)
· Hellenism was the blend of Greece and Orient that arose during the conquests of Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great

· Macedonian King, lived in 4th century BC, died in his 30s

· Wanted to conquer the most territory possible

· Wanted to spread the Greek way of life; teach his conquered cities the Greek way of doing commerce, business, learning, fighting a war – this came to be known as Hellenism (Helada=Greece)

· Influential King – generals who fought wars with him established new empires and who spread Hellenism

Hellenism

· There was a certain reaction against Hellenism

· Jews in Palestine rejected Hellenism because of the 2nd century Hellenistic ruler from Syria, who Hellenised them so much so that he placed a statue of Zeus in the Jewish temple; this lead to a revolt against the Hellenistic occupation

· Outside Palestine, the Jewish people did not reject Hellenism [Philo was impressed with Hellenism (had bible translated from Hebrew to Greek – the Septuagint)]; people were familiar with Greek philosophy/thinking; wanted to harmonized it with Hebrew thought with Moses/other Hebrew prophets

· The Hellenistic Jews and people like Philo from outside of Palestine were the ones who were embraced by the early Christian writers
Readings (Audio Recording) - The Greek Legacy Chapter 3 pages 42-59 from Valee
Connection between Hellenism (way of life promoting Greek ways) and the relationship with Judaism and Christianity

· Judaism rejected Hellenism in general in the land of Judea; not the case outside of the land of Judea and outside of Palestine where there was large Jewish community
· Philo of Alexandria (Hellenistic Jew) said that there are connections between Greek philosophy and the views of Moses because, according to Philo, Greek philosophers had read Moses

· Christianity was helped by Hellenism and by adopting Greek as the lingua franca at that time (Greek language was well known as a language)

Philosophical Schools

· Schools emphasized virtue and happiness

· They spoke about the dissatisfaction with the current human condition

· Christians were speaking about this as well; encouraged people to be virtuous and said that happiness is connected with the practice of virtue and how miserable the human condition was during the first century of Christianity referring to the persecution of Christianity
· Similarities between important philosophical figures (Socrates, Jesus, the Stoics – another group of philosophers that recommended virtue)

· Some Christians have blended together a number of elements from these philosophies with Christian elements which is what formed the first Christian Theologies at that time

· Despite the similarities between some Greek philosophies and Christianity, there was competition between the schools ( between them) because they spoke about the same issues; they wanted to form and attract new believers in their church

· Competition rises in the 2nd and 3rd century because philosophy at that time had the appearance of religion in the Jewish and Christian sense of the word

· Philosopher named Celsius (Greek side) – critical of Christianity; described Christianity as a philosophy for the masses, for the uneducated; considered that some of the Christian writings were poorly written (authors did not know how to write, the principals of rhetorics or to speak elaborately)

· Philosopher named Tertullian (Christian side) – raised the question of what does Athens have to do with Jerusalem when comparing philosophy with Christianity, by Athens he meant philosophy and philosophical thought and by Jerusalem he meant Christian thought; do we really need philosophy when speaking about beliefs

· Jesus did not talk about philosophy but the reason why Christianity talks about it is because Christianity was born in Greek environment and therefore that is why there were schools of philosophy

· By adopting Hellenism, Christianity was able to spread its message which is a good thing

Excerpts from Justin Martyr (Audio Recording): First Apology, Chapter 6,7,8,46,49
· Apology was address to the emperor (never know if it ever reached the emperor)

· Good because it strengthened the faith of Christians who read it

· N.B There was much opposition to Christianity as a new religious movements 

Chapter 6 – Charge of Atheism is refuted

· Main idea to retain is that Christian were accused of being Atheists

· Justin is refuting that by saying that if they are to be considered pagans then they are indeed Atheists (they don’t believe in the pagan gods) but if they are considered Christians then they are not Atheists at all. 
· He talks about God the Father (Him), God the Son and God the prophetic Spirit (early occurrence doctrine of the Trinity)... he says we worship and adore this three
· Justin is not afraid to confess the trinity which will be a doctrine within Christian thought

Chapter 7 – Christians at Trials

· If Christians are to be tried as criminals, they have to be judged individually. Not all Christians are criminals. Being a Christian does not involve being a criminal. 
· Christians should not be looked at as a group and try to blame Christians entirely

Chapter 8 – Christians confess their faith in God

· Christians are not afraid to confess their faith in God because of a higher hope that in the afterlife, in the Kingdom of God, they will live in a world where there is no sin that will cause disturbance, a more just world

Chapter 46 – The Word in the World before Christ

· Deals with the issue of what happens before the coming of Christ, before the incarnation of the Word of God into the historical person known as Jesus

· There were people that lived before this time, who had a knowledge of the Logos, meaning that the Logos was present in the world always; however the fullness of its presence is made known in the historical person known as Jesus

· Deals with the Creed; earliest form of the Creed, elements of Virgin Mary, Jesus’ death and resurrection

Chapter 49 – Jesus’ rejection of the Jews foretold

· Justin emphasizes that this rejection was foretold by the prophets

· He reflects a tension that already existed at that time between Judaism and Christianity (because Christianity was a NRM ( new religious movement) – see reasons why NRM were prosecuted in previous chapters)

· He wants to sound very theological, wanting to point out that prophets spoke of the rejection

· Scholars today tend to see it as a reflection of the social tensions at that time

Study Notes
Hellenism

Hellenism is the blend of Greece and the Orient that arose in the wake of Alexander’s conquests and embraced all aspects of life.

Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE)

· King of Macedonia (Southeastern Europe) 336-323 BCE

· Overthrew the Persian Empire, carried Macedonian arms to India, and laid the foundations for the Hellenistic world of territorial kingdoms

· Educated by the philosopher Aristotle

The Generals

· Some of Alexander’s generals founded the dynasties of the:

· Antigonids (ruled over Macedonia)

· Ptolemies (ruled over Egypt)

· Seleucids (ruled over Babylonia, Syria, and Palestine)

They all contributed to the spread of Greek culture

The Spread of Hellenism

· Hellenism included Greek education, ideals of administration, warfare, trade, commerce, sport, rhetoric, literature and philosophy
· Hellenism was effectively spread by Roman emperor Augustus, who made Romans the patrons of Hellenism
· There was a mixture of Roman and Greek unity after Augustus
Hellenism and Judaism

· In Palestine, Hellenism was introduced as early as 332 BCE, when Alexander conquered the territory

· Palestinian Judaism was faced with either accepting or rejecting the Hellenistic way of life

· Antiochus IV Ephiphanes Hellenized Judaism to the point of placing a statue of Zeus in the temple in Jerusalem

· The Maccabean Revolt (168-164 BCE) ensued and attempted to re-establish the Jewish way

· Jerusalem was a highly Hellenized city, with many of its inhabitants being conversant in Greek

· Actual rejection of Hellenism in Palestine took place after 50 BCE and was completed in the Jewish wars of 66 and 135 BCE

· In the Diaspora, however, Hellenism was not rejected by Jews

· Philo of Alexandria (50 – 20 BCE) is an example of a Hellenized Jew who did not speak Hebrew, but did speak Greek, lived in Egypt and was an admirer of Hellenism

Christianity and Hellenism

· Unlike Palestinian Judaism, the first Christians (with some exceptions) did not reject Hellenism
· Many early Christian converts made by Apostle Paul were Greek-speaking Jews from the Diaspora
· The Koine dialect of Greek was the natural vehicle for Christian proclamation
· The New Testament (NT) books were written in Greek
· Paul was not adequately prepared philosophically to engage in dialogue with the real Gentiles (non-Jews)
Greek Philosophy

· Unlike Greek and Roman religions, Greek philosophy promoted ethical teachings. It was similar to the teachings of Judaism and Christianity in this regard. It promoted virtue and happiness and spoke of dissatisfaction with the actual human condition.

· Christianity ended up allied with Greek thought

Justin Martyr (100-165 CE) (+recording)

· One of the Earliest Christian writers, lived in the 2nd century ( about 100 years after Jesus)
· Originally a philosopher who embraced Christianity, impressed by the Christian way of life, to the point of defending it in front of the Roman authorities who were persecuting Christians from time to time and to the point of being killed for his Christian beliefs
· Justin is one of the representative who embraced Hellenism
· He was not embarrassed to speak about Greek philosophy and was trying to harmonize it with Christianity – Christianity would be considered as equal to the great philosophical researches of Plato or Aristotle
· Christianity embraced the lingua franca (Greek language) because they wanted to convey the message of Jesus and salvation to a larger audience
· Christianity and Greek culture intertwined themselves as friends 
The three main arguments regarding Greek philosophy (+recording):

1. The Loan/Theft Theory

· The philosophers read or borrowed from Moses ( they were having access to the books of the Hebrew bible)  and that’s why we have the similarities between Christianity and Greek philosophy

· Philo of Alexandria tried to harmonize Greek philosophy with Judaism with the best insights of Judaism; Justin borrowed Philo’s type of philosophy in relation to Christianity

2. The Demon Theory

· Distortions of the truth in Greek mythology are the works of demons

· In order words, there are some truths in Greek mythology and religion that will be seen in Judaism and Christianity; however, there are distortions of these truths that are due to the work demons ( these spiritual beings that are smarter than humans and capable of cheating and distorting the truth)

3. The Logos Theory (logos spermatikos)

Logos is a Greek word can be translated in English as word, reason, principle... 

· The whole of the Logos (Word/Reason of God) is presented in Jesus Christ, but portions (or seeds) of it are found among Jews and Greeks as well

· In order words, this theory allows for the presence of fragments of truth amongst religions other than Christianity, that pre-existed Christianity, but it makes sure that the Logos was fully present in one person, Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God

· Greek Philosophy and Christianity have much in common but they are in fact different; if you find fragments of the truth in Greek philosophy, you will find the fullness of the truth in Christianity

· This is how he attempted to demonstrate to his contemporaries how Christianity is valuable religion and worthy of consideration, it is not a superstition/weird; it should not be persecuted

· He provided a defence of Christianity, the apologies that he wrote for the emperor

Lesson #5 – Varieties of Syncretism
Introduction (recording)
Gnosticism
· Gnosticism – movement that developed throughout several centuries, by the 2nd century being very strong and wide spread, presenting challenges to another movement that was developing from the teachings of Jesus namely what is the Proto-Orthodox Christianity
· Proto-Orthodox Christianity ended up becoming the mainstream of Christianity in the 4th century. It really set the standards for orthodoxy – what is acceptable in Christianity

· By 2nd century, Proto-Orthodox is only the beginning, the first orthodoxy (proto) of what is to be accepted as Christianity

· Gnosticism appeared in many forms; it is not as cohesive and coherent as one might think

· It presented a major challenge to early Christianity (Proto-Orthodox); Gnostics and Christians as well asked themselves various questions:

· What books are part of the Bible? – this process of writings after 30-40 years (Paul’s first letters written in 50 CE) after Christ played a part in answering this question; these questions raise issues of accuracy, similar to the telephone game (things are capable of changing along time and place)

Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code (bestselling book after the Bible)
· Much talk about Gnosticism, but highly repressed by the Christian church because of its teachings

· Gnosticism was very powerful and therefore the church was said to destroy evidence of such teachings/writing (fiction of the book)

· The church is apparently still involved in this conspiracy to destroy these writings which is claimed to be “the truth”

· Scholars say Dan Brown is wrong however; he tried to mix elements of historical truth with a lot of fiction which made it the bestselling book –  in fact, many of his claims were not accurate

Encounter between Gnostic (Heretical) groups

· Provide some background to the variety that existed in early Christianity (Lutherans, Anglicans, Catholics, Greek Orthodox- all of these groups make the claim that they are Christians, that they have the truth)

· Back then, there is a lot of similar groups, plus the Gnostic groups some of which had very different beliefs of the orthodox religions

· The establishment of the Bible is referred to the crystallization of the Bible

· The group that will become the mainstream, Proto-Orthodox, in the 4th century will become the more recognizable orthodox groups; however it is not until 367, when a bishop Attenacious from Alexandria will state that there are only 27 books that will be accepted as the NT

· Some 30 years later ( end of 4th century), his declaration is confirmed from two councils of bishops; there is will be canon of scriptures that will be established officially

· Therefore, it took the church nearly 400 years ( 4 centuries) to establish the Bible securely in terms of the NT
Varieties of Syncretism (Audio Recording) p.60-76 Reading from Vallee
Meanings of Syncretism 
· Attempts to bring doctrines from various religions and present them as a whole
· Phenomenon that is present today in the new age movement and in early Christianity which were regarded as heretical by the church fathers
· Scholars’ knowledge of these movements have changed and the perception of them being heretical have change and are now called syncretical; as being different from what became Orthodox Christianity
Three Important Groups which used Syncretism alot (read in Vallée)

1. Gnosticism

2. Manichaeism (late manifestation of Gnosticism that would be condemned by church fathers and catholic saints such as Augustine in the 4th and 5th centuries)
3. Mystery Cults

Orthodoxy vs. Heresy

New Terminology in Scholarship

1. Heresyologists – Proto-Orthodox authors/Ecclesiastical authors/church fathers; those who ended up being embraced by the church

· Irenaeus of Lyon (2nd century) Proto-Orthodox author wrote against the Heresies who were of Valentinian Gnosticism

· Justin Martyr – sympathetic to Greek Philosophy

· Irenaeus – he saw philosophy not in a positive light and suspected the Gnostics of being badly influenced by philosophy in order to pour their contempt on the church; to the Gnostic secret tradition, he opposed the rule of faith saying that all the Proto-Orthodox authors embraced the same belief even though they were not a part of the same group. This is something that would be possible when orthodoxy would be crystallized in 4th and 5th centuries. Many different types of denomination arose as a result yet they all still call themselves Christians

· Hippolytus of Rome (p.71)

· Tertullian (2-3 century)

· Alexandrian Clement and Origen (Greeks) – more sympathetic to Philosophy although they took a shot at various groups who misused philosophy in their understanding of Christianity

2. The Dwindling of Tolerance

· In the process of arguing against the heresies, some of which claimed to be Christians, the Proto-Orthodox authors came to define their beliefs that took several hundred years of correct belief/doctrine. It correlated with the NT books and did not correlated with the books that were no longer acceptable by the canonical or inspired by the mainstream church (orthodox and catholic churches)

· A major role was played by a book and played a role of water shed. Walter Bawer’s (German scholar) “Orthodoxy and Heresy in Early Christianity”, 1930s written in German, but only translated in 1970. It became clear in the Anglo-American Scholarship that one cannot ignore the thesis of orthodoxy being the winner of the battle between heresies and orthodox origins.

· Bawer’s thesis draws attention to the fact that there is a very complex picture in early Christianity, which can be compared to today. Although they disagreed, the crystallization of the doctrine led to the exclusion of some of the groups. There was an ideological battle and the “winners” took their time to agree with the original message of Jesus

· The idea of Canonicity between the Heresies and Proto-Orthodoxy; the Heresies made claim to ancient writings whereas the Proto-Orthodox groups held claim to writings that were closer to Jesus’ time

· The early churches difficulty of defining heresy and orthodoxy clearly and immediately is due to the fact that both the criteria for separating heresy and orthodoxy and the awareness for making such decision were only made as the debate was in session.

· Clement and Origen were teachers and principals of the teachings in the 2-3 century. They had great power and authority in influencing the facts of their school. However, a century later, Bishops thought that such power would be better manifested within their own hands. Therefore the power was centralized.

The Gospel of Judas (Audio Recording)
· One of the most important Gnostic discoveries of recent times

· Although manuscript has been around for some time, it was kept in hiding

· Scholars did not have access to it until the year 2000 – a group of scholars were assembled by National Geographic who start putting together the scraps of the manuscript and then started translating it

· First translation, given that only three or four scholars were allowed to its access, was not a good one; it was immediately criticized by many other scholars and Coptic scholars, coptologists (ancient Egyptian language that was used in the manuscripts)

· National Geographic came up with a second edition of the Gospel of Judas published in 2008 was more accurate

· Footnotes in the Gospel of Judas were caused by criticism between Judas being a good person in the first translation as opposed to certain contradictory thoughts of Judas in Christianity

· Gospel of Judas was not written by Judas but was written in Gnostic circles that’s why we connect it to the study of Gnosticism, dated to the mid or late of 2nd century

· Presents Jesus as Gnostic figure who comes to bring knowledge to the world

· Disciples do not understand the “secret knowledge” that Jesus brings; disciples do things of the God of the OT who is different from the NT Gnostic God (OT God is blamed for creating the evil world)

· Jesus of the Gnostic is not really Jesus of the church... Jesus of the Gnostic is a God who is not the supreme God, he’s brining knowledge. 
· Discussions between Judas and Jesus – Judas seems to understand more than the other disciples regarding what he is supposed to do; however, this presents a Judas that many scholars see as standing in continuity with the previous tradition from the bad guy to the good guy

· P.33 line 2 – it is possible for Judas to reach this Kingdom (first translation) but Judas will not go to that Kingdom; he is still a character that will betray (second translation)
· Jesus of the Gnostics is not really the Jesus of the church; the Jesus of the Gnostic is a God who is not the supreme God (as in the canonical gospels) but is a Jesus who brings knowledge to people saying that they come from a different realm, that their spirit is divine/a spark of divinity which needs to be released from people with knowledge to be able to go back to the spiritual realm from once they came

· Talk of Gnostic Cosmology – trying to explain how the world came to exist from a Gnostic point of view

· Talk of Gnostic Gods like Barbelo, Syclas, Sophia (wisdom)

· Sophia – in Gnostic Cosmology, she is the one who really lead to an accident that lead to the creation of this material world; this material world started trapping sparks of divinity in it; that is what humans are according to Gnostic religion
· Talk of secret knowledge

· Talk of sacrifices which other disciples perform in their dream – Jesus tells them that they will not have access to the later world because of their sins (not understanding the secret knowledge)

· This latter is reference to the opponent of Gnosticism; Proto-orthodox who will end up establishing the canon of orthodox (Justin Martyr and Irenaeus of Lyon)

· An apologetic writing that takes shots at their opponents, orthodox theologians, as a defence

· Mention of laughter; Jesus laughs and his apostles understands laughter really reprehending them; Jesus says that he laughs because it is truly them who will behave in an unspiritual manner

STUDY NOTES
Common Traits of Gnosticism
Esoteric religious movement that flourished during the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD and presented a major challenge to Christianity.

1. The World

· The physical world itself is inherently evil, in opposition to the world of the spirit (which is good)

2. The Divine World

· The good God generated other divine offspring, in pairs, reproduced

· An accident occurred when one divine being (Sophia, a feminine deity) separated from the rest and spontaneously generated another being

· The latter, born outside the divine realm, was evil

· This latter being created the evil world

The circular harmonic cross was an emblem used most notably by the Cathars, a medieval group that was associated with Gnosticism

For Humanity

· Sophia captured and imprisoned in the material world in the bodies of humans

· Many humans (though not all) have this spark of divinity in them

For Salvation

· The divine spark within humans can escape only by learning through knowledge (GK. Gnosis) where it came from and how it can return

For the Church

· Gnostics admit that Christians who have faith in Christ and do good can experience some salvation, but the real afterlife is only available to the Gnostics

· Gnostics come to the full knowledge of the secret of salvation

The Divine Redeemer

· The salvific knowledge comes from outside the world

· It is brought by a divine redeemer

· For Christian Gnostics, Christ is the one who brings this knowledge from above

· Some Gnostics (docetists, Gk. Dokeo – to seem, to appear) thought that Christ came to earth seemingly as a human

· He did not suffer because he was not flesh and blood

· Other Gnostics, believed that the divine Christ entered the body of a man named Jesus when he was baptized

· Christ then left Jesus prior to his death (hence Jesus’ cry on the cross reported by Mt 27:46 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)

Gnosticism – Find out more about a major Canadian scholary project on Gnosticism:

La bibliothèque copte de Nag Hammadi

· La bibliothèque copte de Nag Hammadi website is the only critical edition and French translation of the Coptic manuscript collection discovered in 1945 near the town of Nag Hammadi in Egypt.

· Faculté de théologie et de sciences religieuses, Université Laval, Québec, Canada

· http://www.ftsr.ulaval.ca/bcnh
Proto-orthodox Christianity

Proto-orthodox refers to those commonly known as the early “church fathers” (for example, Justin Martyr and Irenaeus of Lyon), who ended up defining what exactly should be “orthodox” (or correct) belief.

· Orthodox Christianity – non-dualistic, salvation through faith, non-elitistic, yet open to all

· Irenaeus of Lyons, 2nd century author of, Against all the Heresies
Against the Gnostics, Irenaeus emphasizes:

· Apostolic succession (the fact that the bishops of proto-orthodox Christianity can trace their appointments back to the apostles)

· Rule of faith (proto-orthodox Christians hold certain basic beliefs that differ from Gnostics beliefs)

· Unity of belief (all proto-orthodox Christians hold the same beliefs, unlike the Gnostics, who hold a multitude of competing beliefs)

Criteria for Scriptural Canonicity (+audio recording)

· The Da Vinci Code made the case that many of the books in early Christianity was suppressed by the church because it was not comfortable with the truth which was that the Goddess was replaced by male gods such as God the Father, the Son

· However, this was not the reason why the church decided on only four canonical gospels (rather than 80 gospel as Dan Brown describes, but there are only around 30 gospel that we know of)

· So why were there only four gospels accepted as canonical? Why not more/less?

· According to Dan Brown, which is not true, Emperor Constantine in the 4th century decided what scripture is; however, he did not have any say in the matter. It was rather the church itself, through bishops and theologians over 350 to 400 years decided what is their book, their scripture

· Gospel of Thomas, Mary Magdalene, Judas (newer books, around the 2nd or 5th century) – why didn’t we know about these gospels? Why weren’t these books accepted?
· A book has to have these criteria:
1. Ancient – a sacred authority had to date back to near the time of Jesus
· The more ancient a book is, the more likely it is to be included in the list of normative books

2. Apostolic – an authority had to be written by an apostle or at least by a companion of the apostles
3. Catholic (i.e., universal) – books had to have widespread acceptance among established churches (e.g., the Gospel of Peter in the Muratorian canon was not catholic)

· If they were not accepted by the churches, the Gospel would end up as being rejected

4. Orthodox – the most important criterion: the views set forth in a books had to conform with the views in already accepted books (e.g., docetic Christology is unacceptable)

5. Divine inspiration – books accepted as canonical ended up being regarded as inspired by God

· One of the most important criteria that was mentioned in the past regarding the books

· These criterion is why it took the early church 350 years to establish the 27 books in the NT

· Codex Sinainticus (manuscript in British Museum) – one of the earliest complete manuscript of the NT, coming from the 4th century; it was a copy of the NT order by Constantine who established Constantinople as a Christian city (that is why he ordered a copy of the NT, so he could distribute them throughout the city)

· This manuscript had a list of the books that were included in the NT as well as some books, that the bishop under authority who was to make the manuscript, that are not considered canonical today. He had printed them with the original NT because he wanted to make sure that if Constantine wanted the extra texts, he would get them, just in case future generations considered them canonical.

Lesson Highlight: Gnosticism and The Gospel of Judas – Interview with Dr. André Gagné (+audio recording)
Gnosticism

1. When people talk about Gnosticism, there is a talk of a “secret knowledge” and that’s what fascinates a lot of people today. What kind of knowledge are we talking about and why is it “secret”? (00:45)

· Secret knowledge is interesting to people because it has a esoteric (obscure) flavour to it

· Gnosis – Gk. knowledge; not wrong with idea of knowledge, many references/mentions of knowledge in the NT and in patristic literature, Clement of Alexandria focuses on the fact of being knowledgeable of the things of God

· Referring to a special kind of knowledge, a kind of intuition, insight

· Knowledge that Gnostics focus on is a spiritual knowledge of their true spiritual origin

· Secrecy refers to the type of knowledge of one’s true spiritual origin of the Gnostics was only accessible to a particular group of individuals, the elect, the Gnostics themselves. They obtained this knowledge because they believed that they inherited, from the Great knowable God, a divine spark enabling them to comprehend the mysteries/deeper meanings of the Kingdom of Heaven. This knowledge also gave them the ability to interpret/decode the scripture for what they truly were (and not to take the meaning literally as the Christians did)

2. Why do you think most of the Gnostic writings were lost to the world for at least 1500 years? (04:05)

· As we gain more and more knowledge of the early Christian period, these writings were suppressed by individuals who considered themselves to be the bearers of orthodoxy (the correct understanding/interpretation of the Christian doctrine).

· Early on in Christianity, we see canonical lists of what should be accepted within Christianity

· Those who are in authority express their opinions and views which leads to the suppression of writings that do not correspond to the orthodox point of view

3. How strong of a competition was there between Gnosticism and proto-orthodox (or ecclesial) Christianity? (06:10)

· Marcian (Gnostic religious person) made the first list of books that would be accepted as scriptures, but only to the Gnostics (Marcian’s canon)

· Marcian disregarded OT, took Luke and 10 letters of Paul; he did not like the OT God and believed that He was an evil God because of the problems we encounter in the material world, problems with sin. Rather, he thinks that Jesus is a sort of a revealer of a true God, a knowable God, who is greater than the creator of this world.
· As a result of the latter, Proto-orthodox Christians made their own list to which they considered canonical – their reaction to Marcian’s list

· Judeo-Christians accepted the OT as canonical because they saw themselves as a prolongment as the Jewish faith and they saw the NT as Jesus being the accomplishment of OT prophesies

· Tendency of Gnostics to denounce and devaluate Jesus as the incarnate of God

· Proto-orthodox have the outlook on Gnostics as violent/vicious individuals; beings capable of sexual abnormalities (incest, perversions) – this gave us only one type of perspective from the Proto-orthodox Christians, their enemies

· Battle was raging – Proto-orthodox vs. Gnostics; it was only the influential leaders that made a lasting impression thus suppressing the Gnostic view

Gospel of Judas

4. Can you explain why the Gospel of Judas has been such a major discovery in recent years? (14:08)

· It brought about a different account concerning the relationship between Judas and Jesus

· It tries to explain the true nature of Judas’ betrayal

· It gives us a glimpse into the conflicts between Proto-orthodox and Gnostic views

· We realize that the brand of Gnosticism that we find in this Gospel is a Gnosticism that we call the Sethian Gnosticism (Seth=third son of Adam)

· Gnostics believed that Seth was a revealer and saviour and that he had inherited a secret revelation of the true mysteries of the world and the kingdom of God

· Sethians are those who come from his lineage

· Seth was a spiritual seed planted in this material world to save the world

· Gospel of Judas seems to reflect an early form Sethian Gnosticism

i. Sethians believed in a primary Trinity

1. Father called the Invisible Spirit

2. Mother named Barbelo (Judas has reference to Barbelo)

3. Son named the auto-generated, human one
5. Can you explain why there has been such significant controversy surrounding this discovery? (19:04)

· Frustration from the part of scholars when the majority of scholars did not have access to the manuscript; only a select scholars had permission

· National Geographic made some manuscripts public for many scholars to see because of their outcry; they started to realize that some terms were badly translated

· Problems with how things were done, how the translation was done and how the interpretation of Judas

· Initial picture of Judas was that Jesus gave a previous revelation to Judas so that he would liberate Christ from the earthly body and that he was a saviour, however, other scholars do not see that initial picture clearly – it gets complicated

6. What side of the debate are you on and what are your arguments? (22:32)

· Traditional point of view

· In John, Jesus calls Judas a demon literally

· Greco-Coptic word in the first phrase apophasis meaning revelation, declaration, statement

· Apophasis can take to meanings: (1) reveal and (2) its primary meaning deny, exclude, negate

· The revelation that Judas has is the fact that he will not be saved, he works for the evil God

· Jesus shows him a revelation but tells him that he will not be saved to that particular generation (“for” to “from”)

· Negative view on sacrifices/Saklas (fool); so when Jesus tells Judas that he will surpass/exceed the disciples, he is expressing that he will be worse off than them

· Judas is not a privileged disciple but a worse off one than the rest of the disciples

Lesson #6 – Conversion of the Empire
Introduction (audio recording)
Persecutions

· Roman Empire allowed freedom of religions, however, only exceptions were Christianity, sometimes Judaism and against other religions which were seen as subversive or against the established Roman order
· The Roman Empire provided the freedom of religion as long as they respected some basic rules and as long as they were not perceived as a treat to the well-being of other citizens

· Christianity was not accepted because

· Perceived as revolutionaries

· Accused of cannibalism – eating the body and drinking the blood of Christ

· Refused to sacrifice to other gods

· Once Constantine becomes ruler in 312, Christianity becomes legal

· However, Christians had to deal with the past

· Collaboration with Christians and their Persecutors

· Many types of persecutions, 8-10 major persecutions in 250 years

· Wanted to reconcile society – either by going against their own religion and accepting life or accepting death and torture (martyrs)

Question – Should the survived Christians that were persecuted allow the collaborators of the past join us? (Dealing with the past, transitional justice, truth and reconciliation commission; set up by government wanting to account for evils committed)

· Donatus and Novasion (4th century bishop) proposed that those who collaborated should be excluded from the Church; the church should be small and only made out of the saints

· Interesting theory but not much in line with the message of Jesus that calls on sinners to repent and abandon their previous sinful life

· Donatus managed to spread his ideas, especially in North Africa, where Augustin of Hippo was bishop around 70 years later; at the time of Augustin, it became a major problem

· Augustin clarified the issue who claimed that the church is made of saints and sinners; the sinners have to seek (morality, good) to become saints

· Augustin came up with this theory – even if a bishop is sinful, God still could work through him by demonstrating His grace; if they are not sinful, those bishops transferred that grace to the sinners through rituals

After 312 AD

· Many legislations in favour of Christians; public money to support building of churches

· Christianity becomes established

· After 393, Christianity was the only religion of the Empire

Power Relations (between church and state)

· In Constantinople, the Roman Emperor or Byzantine Emperor, he lived within the capital

· In Rome, the territory was attacked by various groups that took over Rome in the fifth century; therefore no emperor so the Pope came to play a political role

· The West (Rome)

· Theory of two powers

· Pope or Bishop of Rome was the only one who remained the head of Christianity; he came to embrace a political role

· He was over other bishops throughout Europe

· Two power – Throne (worldly) vs. Altar (heavenly)

· State was no longer the enemy of the church – because Christianity became legal

· The two were conceptually separated – submission of the church by the state

· East (Constantinople)

· Model of Symphonia or harmony
· Two powers collaborated in harmony that was much stronger than in the West
· Emperor was Christian and son of the church; was representing of the church – 6 century established theory
Reading (Audio Recording)

· In the 4th century, the Roman Empire becomes a Christian Empire

· Edict of Milan – 313 by Constantine which culminates in 390-392 when Emperor Theodosius I declares a Christianity as the official religion of the Roman Empire

· Church has different relationship with the state – before, the church was given no rights but after, it is given many rights and is being favoured by many emperors who claim it their duty to care for the church

· Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire in 390-392

· Being in a powerful position, it demands a lot of rights for its religions

· It persecutes other religions (paganism is banned completely) Theodosius banned paganism
· Temples were being destroyed by mops of angry Christians

· Some important intellectual figures that were pagans were targeted

· Christians engaged in violence and sometimes even with the approval of their own bishops

· Relationship between State and Empire

· When emperors start to convert to Christianity, many theologians start to say that the state or empire is no longer an enemy and that collaboration would be better and bring out the best for the citizens

· Eusebius, who was a very close friend of Constantine, starts veiling this relationship (113-114) somewhat with a critical eye. He starts seeing Constantine as the Holy Roman Emperor; he is a son of God
STUDY NOTES
Christianity in the Roman World: 4th Century
This lesson overlaps somewhat with, but also complements, the lesson on Christianity in the Roman World. In Christianity in the Roman World, you learned about the Roman Empire. In this lesson, we return to the social and historical context of the Roman Empire in order to understand how Christianity grew to eventually become the official Roman religion by the end of the 4th century. There’s this lesson complements Christianity in the Roman World in at least two significant ways:

· First, this lesson focuses on the persecutions of Christianity in a way in which Christianity in the Roman World did not. Christianity in the Roman World introduced some theory from the sociology of religion to explain the persecutions. Lesson 6 applies that theory to the actual persecutions and provides details about the major persecutions.

· Second, this lesson takes you to the 4th century and beyond, when Christianity was legalized and then became the official religion of the empire.

Roman Religion
· The Roman Empire was the object of the manifested care of the gods such as Jupiter

· In order to satisfy the gods, cultic intentions developed. This aimed to keep the PAX DEORUM “the peach of the gods”.

· The Roman religion was complex for it included borrowing traditions and elements – including Oriental Cults.

· This suggests tolerance for other religions that have ancient roots.

Religious Tolerance
Roman Rule – was more than secular. It included mandatory participation in public ceremonies and securing the gods’ protection for the emperor

Roman Religion – had no particular interest in blinding doctrines + nonetheless, observance was mandatory for everyone

Judaism (and the Jews) – were tolerated for they were a sect with old roots

Persecution
Disloyal to the State

· The name Christian evoked an inherited disloyalty to the state.

· Christians were considered a sect that sprung out of Judaism

According to Porphyry:

· Christians were denounced as having turned away from the recognized god. They were accused of being atheists, to which they responded by saying they were “atheist to all those [pagan] gods”

· Christians were considered dangerous not only because of “their crude practices” (ritual murder, cannibalism, incest and magic were some of the false accusations brought against them), but also because they belonged to an antisocial organization that neglected the gods and ceremonies.

Pliny the Younger (112 AD emperor’s personal legate)

He observed that Christians were accused of:

· Riots

· Subversion of public order

· Neglecting temple worship

· Non-compliance with traditional religious ceremonies

Therefore, in his eyes, and according to the mob, the application of capital punishment was justified. The victims of this oppression were seen as “martyrs” (witnesses) by fellow co-religionists.

Intense persecution took place under emperors:

· Delcius 250-251 AD

· Valerian 257-259 AD

This targeted bishops to demoralize the community and was a setback for the Church

260-302 AD – complete tolerance:

· This was a crucial time of growth for the Church

Then came the “Great Persecution” of 303-313 AD

· The need for pagan revival

· This persecution involved

· Destruction of churches and scriptures

· Confiscation of property

· Prohibition of worship

· Cancellation of legal and civil rights

· Arrests of clergy, torture, execution

· Orders to sacrifice to the gods on pain of death

Yet unflinching courage of the Christians influenced the future course of events

After 312 AD

Eusebius
· Born 265, died 340
· Was the first church historian
· He enthusiastically celebrated Constantine and his conversion after the battle at the Milvian Bridge
Constantine

· Was very sympathetic to Christians after claiming to have had a vision of a cross superimposed against the Sun

· He was raised a monotheist (Sun God worshipper), but after his conversion introduced and mixed Christian monotheism with Sun cult worship

· In 313, Constantine and his co-emperor of the East, Lucinius, granted universal religious freedom by the Edict of Milan

Council of Nicaea, 325 AD

· Important step in establishing orthodoxy within the Church

· Christianity experienced an almost steady progress throughout the fourth century

324 AD
· Constantine founded Constantinople, “the New Rome”, on the site of ancient Byzantion

· This conquered the hearts of the Eastern provinces and brought Christianity, which was into many ways still pagan, into Asia Minor

391-392 AD
· Under the pressure of the Church and in order to enforce imperial unity through religious uniformity and orthodoxy, Emperor Theodosius I declares paganism illegal

· Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire and Judaism is only tolerated

· Paganism is banned
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