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Tales, stories, and lore are the most rudimentary aspects of life.  From when one is born, even before they can walk or talk, they listen, listen to the stories parents happily tell, to the stories they construe from observing lifeforms, to the actions in the world and the planet itself.  Throughout life, stories remain a predominant aspect of how we see and behave in our environments.  From early days of courage and bravery, nowadays, stories dictate how one should treat their follow humans and carry themselves in mature adulthood.  However, people do not realize that even after we develop past our infant, child and teenage stages, stories can still have a large affect on how we view the world around us.  This remains true for how we see ourselves in college/university, how we see the higher education system as a whole, life after higher education, and even the very basic principles of life.  Stories guide us, intrigue our interests and lead us forward towards answering the questions we hold dear in life.  Although, I daresay they often leave our curiosity sated.  Louis Menand, through his article in “The New Yorker, Live and Learn: Why we have college”, explains three theories for life in college, to what is learned and whom should attend.  In Jane Tompkins article, “The Cloister and the Heart”, she explains her view of where students are now and where they see themselves in the future, and who makes that choice.  Finally, in Thomas King’s “You’ll Never Believe What Happened Is Always A Great Way To Start” article, he shows the importance of stories, the different types and views they can reveal and the dangers of stories as well.  Through the views of our intellectual alumnae, we can take note on why we see life how we do, and how to carry on our personal legacy’s to make every story a tad brighter than it would have once been.


In Menand’s article, the theories go as follows:  Firstly, it does not matter which courses a student takes in college/university, so long as there is a filtration system/sorting mechanism of some kind that segregates individuals to their potential.  This is a meritocratic system that believes the difficulty of certain courses and each individual students caliber will eventually separate due to grade point average (GPA).  Regardless of actual potential, different stages in life, to unique challenges, to a very basic overall attitude to party instead of study, will all take their toll on each student in a different way and leave only the truly worthy behind.  


Secondly, Only the context that students actually learn is what is important in college/university, for the reason that, we want all mature adults on the same page/intellectuals and well rounded people to create a better world.  Hence, marks a democratic system, where people all read and learn the materials which inspires them to be just and clear minded individuals who can carry onwards to lead a more decent society.  


Finally, Menand notes the third theory, wherein he states that since all of high school is aimed at the general public, higher education should only be awarded towards those who actually deserve it.  From people who were not readers in early ages and people who did not appreciate literature should never have the need to read and learn such forms of art in the future.  “They can’t read and write like Henry James, but why should they ever have to?” (Menand, Live and Learn).  Menand made reference in this theorem of a Professor X, whom believed in this specific model.  A model that grants students the choice after high school to be given an opt out, straight entrance into a vocational path, and on with their lives and interest.  


The significance of these three theories is that they all display a different faction of positive and negative reinforcement towards the lives of students.  Theories one and three are negatively placed at the betterment of society as a whole instead of individual knowledge and conquests.  Theory two simply states, if a person wishes to acquire higher education and purses the field with all of their gusto, what they learn should be of the utmost importance, not how long it took them to learn.  


This concept conveys a message.  It shows how a conceptualization can simply change the outcome of a certain action.  In Menand’s article, there is mention of a talk between Barak Obama and Arne Duncan, where the parties mention how higher education is the future of the nation.  This talk did not refer to the arts program, however, it was mentioned for the emergence of new fields (IT, business, etc.), and how a specific focus can lead the country forwards in this era. 


Jane Tompkins observes a different spectrum of the story, she mentions as life continues, each individual should determine their own future.  Tompkins observed the metaphor that students are on a trip, although they may not have chosen the destination themselves, each knows their final destination.  “Students are like passengers on a train, holding a ticket.  The country side is rushing past them and they are not getting a chance to see much of it, all they know is that they have a ticket and that when their stop arrives they must get off.” (Tompkins, The Cloister and the Heart).  Tompkins looks at the higher education system as a whole, and notes that although students have mustered up much potential to make it thus far, it is not always their choice or path that leads to the future, but more so, the standards and expectations that they are burdened with by others (usually parents).  She uses wonderful metaphors in the comparison of her arguments.  Tompkins states that the students usually are not the ones who “purchased” the ticket, and due to that fact, their horizons begin to constrict just as they broaden.  Considering Tompkins work, there is a positive story to herald.  Individuals should reap their own destinies.  There are stories of comfort and wealth that accompany others beliefs, nonetheless, someone will never find happiness or aspire truly to their potential simply ‘going along’ with another’s plan than creating their own.  


Without a doubt, what ties all above views together is the illustrious work of Thomas King.  In his article he explains the utmost importance of a story.  King derives that whichever way a person is to convey a story (positive or negative), there will be an equal and opposite effect on the one who hears it.  Whether it be a parent telling a child, or a professor telling a student, it attunes the individual for the hardships and squalls they face in the future.  He goes on to mention, even stories such as creation and beginnings have a vast effect on people.  King compares the story of Genesis (biblical) and the creation story of sky woman (Mohawk), and goes on to show how even such a simple translation can change how we see and act in the world.  In Genesis, humans were scorned and abolished into a diseased, plague ridden world where surviving was a difficult challenge.  In the sky woman tale, she (Charm in this instance) created a perfect world in harmony with many creatures and all permanently enjoyed the fruit of collective labour.  King remarks another fundamental aspect of stories as well.  Be weary of which stories you let loose and tell, for once you release a story you may never call it back.  This is a haunting consequence, (albeit quite simple), that what is once said and done can never be undone.  It goes to show, even with the very basics in life, anyone can attest for a story they heard, which made them change something or other about themselves, hopefully for the better.  


Ultimately, we find ourselves in a larger story.  Perhaps of the universe, our planet, our families, or even a self derived notions of success.  At the end one must realize they can intellectually, only convey a simple story to the future generations (whether it be positive or negative), of how to live, laugh and love. Be it those who attend higher education (and if they deserve to), to those who are in a fragile place and need to ‘purchase’ their own ticket to a vocation.  In the end we can only spark the creative imaginations of generations to come, and hope, not only will they make wonderful choices with their unlimited potential, but regress and realize, that sometimes words make larger ripples in our existence than actions.  


