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Periods of Greek History 
Last term – 2000 yrs of Greek History 
Stone Age 
Paleolithic (pleis)(old) lethos = rock/stones 400000BP – ca. 8300 BC  until end of last ice age 
Mesolithic (middle) ca 8300 -6500 BC – defined by change of human culture; 
Neolitihc (new) ca 6500 – 3000 BC 
hominids learn hoe to manipulate their environment and domesticate animals and grow food therefore permanent settlements 

240,000 BP – Greek peninsula 1st inhabited 
130,000 BP – Greek Islands 1st inhabited 
Bronze Age – ca 3000 – 1150 BC 
technological revolution in Greece 
blossoming of Greek cultures 
Civilizations emerge 
Cycladic (Aegean islands) 
Minoan (Crete) 
Helladic/ Mycenaean (mainland) 
Rich warrior-aristocrats with kings 
***only 1 of these is Greek – the Cycladic and Minoans not Greek so Myceneans 
trojan war – 1000 ships sent over Aegean sea to Troy, Achilles, sacked = founding myth/legend of the greek ppl 

Dark Ages 
Archaic ca. 800-490 BC 
Greece suffers a collapse in culture; 
75% popn down 
writing disappears 
buildings 
Late Archaic period, Greeks use writing to preserve thejr history

We will start around 550 BC 
Focus on Athens
Rebuilding 
Athens and Sparta 
Will start with the Persian Wars 
490 BC – Battle of Marathon 
Battle of Thermopolis
Peloponnesian War – 27 yr war btw Athens and Sparta

Classical 490-323 BC 
5TH c  (500 – 401 BC) – “high classical” 
Athens rules the 
4th c 
Hellenistic  323-146 or 30 BC
Culture in the Greek cultural sense 
History in the style of Greek 
Greek culture influenced by other civilizations 
Since Alexander established cities elsewhere 
Alexandria in Egypt 
Antioch in Turkey 
Adjective 
Roman domination 146 BC – 395 AD
Divided into East and West Roman Empire 
Turkish occupation 1453 -1821 AD 
War of independence 1821-1829 BC 
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Athens = birthplace of democracy 
Ge
Greece mountainous in the East Mediterranean; therefore easiest way to travel there via sea 
Mountains and sea = central to Greece 
Aegean sea = central area 
Colonized into the black sea, as they were sea farers 
Wherever there wasn’t strong established civilizations, they sent colonies to settle there 
Romans couldn’t settle in Magna Cartia 
Greeks founded the French city of Marseilles 
Greek history encompasses the entire Mediterranean 
We will focus on the heartland of the Greek world; coast of Aegean Sea 
The Hellespont = narrow river btw the Aegean Sea and the Black Sea 
East side is Asia; West is Europe and Greece 
Barbarians were to the Greeks non-Greek speakers 
5th c = concept of the divide btw Europe and Asia; East and West world can never meet 
The Aegean World (need to know these geographically) 
Crete 
Peloponnese 
Thessaly 
Macedon (not fully qualified as Greek to the Greeks, considered to be partly barbarian) 
Ionia 
Anything beyond is barbarian land that terrifies the Greeks 
1500 independent states in Greece; function as separate 
Sparta – rules largest contiguous territory 
Most powerful in Archaic Greece since have the most land ; have most resources (agricultural, mineral, ppl) to empower themselves after a military defeat 
Athens – 2nd largest city-state 

Relevant Stuff from last term 
The polis = “city-state”
Word that becomes politics – matters that concern the city-state 
Wee, tiny, fully- independent city-states 
Recognize that they share a common culture, 12 olympian gods with local deities and the greek language through different dialects 
Land = wealth and power 
The FAMILY in Greek thought and politics 
Goes back to Aristotle’s work of “politics”  - 4th century BC
Traces the origin of city-states 
Cities begin as families 
Natural structure power in the family oikos (encompasses the ppl and property of a family) is with the father 
When families come together form a village 
When they come together, 
Family = ultimate unit of social organization 
Most economic power and has largest group of followers = monarch, the best form of leadership to him
Father = head of state, metaphor 
Other authors 
Hesiod theogony – origin of the cosmos, out of chaos comes female goddess gaeda and male god heaven and eros, sexual desire , and everything, the mountains and rivers, and seas are conclusion of the eros btw the first 2 intial gods, then the gods came 
Homer, epic poetry very well interested 
Hero has 1 mortal and one immortal parent 
The rest of us are losers 
The offspring of heores and mortal ppl are ennobled by link to the gods – aristocrats “the best” therefore get to rule and have lots of wealth
Herodotus and Thucydides 
Herodotus emphasizes Thucydides’ 13 generations back
Hercales, son of Zeus

The FAMILY in Greek thought and politics 
Political organization 
Types of government 
Monarchy – inherited family rule by single individual who rules in the best interests of the ppl 
(libertarialism – Aristotle autarky of having control over your own fate) 
oligarchy – rule by few 
-> aristocrats ; obtained through birth not wealth 
democracy – rule by the many 
demos = the ppl/the citizens 
cratus = brute force 
ppl enforce their will on the state
-> tribes; classified through tribes, as where you sent 
international relations 
“kinship diplomacy” 
marriage alliances 
aristocrats self-identified more with aristocrats in other city-states than with the lower classes in their own city-states 
alliances – kinship real or fictive 
6th century – came to conclusion that Perseus is the great great father of the Persians 
Understanding Athens:
Our Problems:
Impact on European/Western thought 
Evidence (literary and archaeological) 
More classical literature written about Athens than the rest of the Greek city-states 
Written by Athenians and foreigners in Athens writing from an Athenian perspective
Socrates, Plato = Athenian and Aristotle writes with an Athenian perspective because he was educated there 
More inscriptions on stone  (1000s of records) in Athens than rest of the Greek city-states 
Athens is the most archaeological site with massive marble monuments 
Sparta has little buildings of interest 
Therefore not excavated
Archaeologists ignore excavating Sparta since literature states nothing good is to be found there; all the good stuff lies in Athens 
Led to “Athenocentric” theories
We assume that because Athens became a 200yr short democracy, the rest of Greece did; not the reality 
Athens is NOT typical Greek city-state; rather, it is UNIQUE 
Bigger 
Richer 
Develops democracy 
Athens in the Late Bronze Age:
The Acropolis 
Limestone – water-soluble, water-permeable 
Fresh-water + good agricultural land 
Therefore ppl settled at its bottom 
High ground – high piece of solid rock 
This meant is protective since can see the enemy from far away 
Mycenaean citadel? Ca. 1300-1200 BC
Citadel = Fortified mountaintop retreat 
www.ancientathens3d.com 
Citadel of Mycenae 
Fortified therefore makes it secure 
A palace 
Ruled by extremely powerful and rich kings that exerts power over large areas 
Theseus = Athenian king 
Similar to Mycenae 
Fort 
Houses 
Looks like a standardized plan similar to this for a king 
Largely due to mythology, scholars say that a citadel existed in the Bronze Age in Athens 
We don’t know if Attica was unified under the political power of Athens on the late Bronze Age? 
Synoikism 
Syn = together 
Oik = family
Athens is only citadel that is not sacked after the end of the Bronze Age 
75% of mainland Greece popn disappears in the Dark Ages 
collapse of culture
it has been argued that there was a  migration east and west and a huge migration of the Ionian migration  
gives Athens the opportunity to say that it is the mother-city of all Greeks in Ionia 
autochthony – used by Athenians to justify their rule of their land (Ionian Athens) 
chthon = earth 
autos = self 
= claim your ancestors originated through springing from land you have always lived on; claim the earth itself through
natural right; used to justify their rule of this land 
right to conquest used by doric Sparta 
clash btw these justification led to Penepolesian wars 
in Dark Ages, you were safer on an island than on the mainland 
leave places like Acropolis, the mainland fertile plain 
but Euboia with city of Lefkandi 950 BC, this island kept its prosperity and its international shipping contacts (mass amounts of gold and ivory) kept up in the Dark Ages 
Eretria 700BC 
With Chalkis sends trade west to Italy and Sicily 
Athens maintains its prosperity by being geographically found in btw Lefkandi/Chalkis and Italy/Sicily 
Not powerful and not politically unified 
But has economic prosperity due to its high quality clay 
950 BC – 400BC best pottery in Athens makes them prosper since it was used to transport goods in trade and can also be used as a luxury item 
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Athens dominates pottery production in Greece for over 400 yrs 
No unified Athens until 675 BC 
Synoikism = political unification “a living together”  of Attica
Marathon – North East
Eleusis – North West ; last to fall 
Usually with unification, moves popn to one urban centre to rule from there, and transfers the cults and their worship areas 
This doesn’t happen with Eleusis; don’t move ppl and cult into one central area 
Eucilean mysteries – cult of Demeter (earth goddess) 
Poitical control from Athens but regionalism doesn’t get interfered with 
2589 square km area 
becomes second largest Greek city state 
Corinth and Megara are typical city-state that controls a more centralized small region 
Land = power; more land to fight on, more resources 
A state’s worst enemies are its neighbours 
All the neighboring states have a vested interest in ruining the unification of Athens 
Athenian rivals 
Chalkis – ruins their trade 
Thebes – worst enemies for all their histories; constant border wars 
Megara; closet city-state, keep on sending raids to Eleusis and fight wars over control of the island Salamis
Aegina – island trade superpower – send raids to Athens 
Corinth – only city that challenges Athenian dominance of most in demand valuable pottery; does so for generations; naval power  
Short term alliances based on my enemies’ enemy is my friend 
Want the most powerful ally; not limited to Greek city-states; go to the most powerful empire at the time, Persia, as a nuclear deterrent 
Early Government in Athens
cuLearn #1 – Constitution of the Athenians
author; previously thought to be Aristotle – now, pseudo-Aristotle, unknown, probably not Aristotle 
4th c BC 
history of the development of the govt of Athens 
don’t have early records; based on legend and heresay 
monarchy (basileus) until ca. 750 BC
absolute monarch – one man holds all power; sovereign power
aristocracy 
position based on birth
aristos = best; believe they are the best ppl since ppl are born better than others (some born to rule and others to serve)
the Eupatridai “those of good fathers” 
powers of absolute monarch split btw aristocrats 
legislative (to create laws)
judicial (power to impose the law)
financial 
military 
religious – MOST IMPORTANT 
job of king is to keep gods disposed to the needs of their ppl; keep gods on the side of their ppl
king = head of states religion 
Archons (magistrates/executive) “rulers” – at least 3
Life -> 10 yrs -> 1 yr (by 687/6 BC)
Eponymous/Chief Archon = leader 
Count yrs according to the yrs of rule of the Chief Archon; Chief Archon gives his name to the year
Polemarch = warfare 
Archon Basileus = religion, head of state religion 
Later add 6 Thesmothetai = judicial, to impose law in Athens 
Trial by magistrate; generally no appeal; no written law codes so the ppl don’t know what the laws are therefore system very open to corruption; justice depends on wealth since the only ones who know the law and can act arbitrarily and use this position for their own personal gains 
Grammateus = secretary; records things, decides who get what financial state contracts and taxes 
Nomothetai = temporary legislative 
Tamioi = treasurers/ financial 
All ex-archons enter the senior level advisory level of govt called Areopagos (council) named after the place they met called the “hill of Ares” 
Administrative function -> frame bills, consultation therefore , agenda for Assembly 
Judicial -> serious crimes (treason, incompetence in political office, religious cases, cases of impiety, worst case of impiety = murder) - trial by jury of the elite; like supreme court, appeals 
Ekklesia (assembly) “calling forth” 
Sovereign body of state (legislative)
To attend, must be an Athenian citizen and own a specific amount of land; “stakeholders” -> property (top 2 classes; Eupatrids and then ; define power through wealth, really only allowing max 20% of popn numbers 
Allowed to begin to attend at age 18, cant vote before age 30, after 10 yrs of service in the army, if male and from the top 2 classes with owning at least specific amount of land 

Structure of Athenian Government (by ca. 650 bc?) 
9 archons 
magistrates 
compared with Sparta: 2 kings + 5 ephors 
Areopagus 
Council 
Sparta: Gerousia (+ kings)
Ekklesia 
Assembly 
Sparta: paella

Aristocrastc system 

Problems in Archaic Athens 
1) aristocratic rivalry and corruption 
leads to tyranny -> happens in 2 dozen states and eventually in Athens 
lend poorer ppl wealth for political support 
money lending at high rates of interest 
throwing trials through bribery 
lead to factions, would-be tyrants, arbitrary justice that lead to unrest 
2) external meddling (invasion and plunder) 
Megara and Aegina, Corinth and Thebes 
Invade immediately after the harvest, when supply is full and bountiful 
Farmers are losing their livelihood 
3) popular unrest 
political: all of the above 
economic: 
rich merchant class shut out of power 
can make massive money through trade but don’t have power but ppl believed money=power, so were power hungry and dissatisfied 
economic crisis -> extreme poverty 
min 10 acres of pocketed lands all over place of different types needed to support a family 
bad land to pasture 
hillside for fruit 
mainland for grain 
since did not practice primogeniture, through inheritance, farms became smaller and smaller 
statis -> “standstill” = civil war 
anarchia -> “no archon” = a yr w/out an archon 
***Late Archaic period = 130 yrs of turmoil (roughly 635 – 505 BC), which ends with democracy

aristocratic rivalry 
Cylon ca. 632 BC – wanted to become tyrant 
Was an Olympic victor – only aristocrats allowed to perform here, a religious festival in honour of Zeus 
Thought to be semi-gods 
Had special curing powers with their statues 
Diplomatic marriage to daughter of Theagenes, tyrant of Megara 
Delphi oracle -> tells him to become tyrant of Athens at time of festival of Zeus by seizing the Acropolis (limestone rock, sacred location where all temples were located, with the divinely protected treasury, highest point of Athens) 
Makes a mistake – coup d’etat rise in revolt and besiege Cylon due to their hatred of the Megaran ppl; runs away to never come back 
Chief Archon = Megacles I 
Promised safe passage of the Megarans to leave the sanctuary but were cut to pieces; sacrilegious and led to the “curse of the Alcmaeonids” 
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The Law Code of Draco(n), ca. 621 BC
Popular unrest or aristocratic rivalry? 
Turmoil in this society
Constitutional change at a fast pace during archaic Greece 
Time of turmoil – constitutions take lots of bloodshed to change 
Draco(n) elected as “extraordinary magistrate” 
Mandate was simply to record the laws 
Earliest written law code in Greece 
Isonomia= equality before the law
popular unrest; unrest of the lower classes; their unsatisfaction with arbitrary justice 
(democratic?) – argued that it was a step towards democracy – last 30 yrs, this has changed 
reading #1 – Sec. 4 cuLearn 
need to have property and living sons to inherit them after them 
boule = council 
30+
if a councilor misses meeting, pays a fine 
****does not apply to the average Greek citizen 
ambitious aristocrats bloody fights 
therefore NOT democratic BUT rather aristocratic 
fixes the way aristocrats compete for public office; eligibility for public office 
standardizes laws of the entire state 
most of them for the protection of property 
brutal since values property over human life; death penalty  
Draco(n)’s law on Homicide
Premedative murder (sacred pollution) and involuntary manslaughter  
killing formerly a private (those affecting individuals only v. public which also affects the state) crime but often political…
principle of self-help; up to you to get restitution
 which led to blood feuds (heir must get satisfaction out of the killer; etc, blood money)
established premeditated murder v. involuntary manslaughter and a punishment death and exile 
made to get control of fanctions running around in the street – no more political career if murdered so erected primarily against the aristocrats 
would never receive citizenship from any Greek city-state 
***does not really solve anything, because crisis again by around 600 BC!
Solon, July 594/ June 593 BC is elected for “extraordinary magistrate” 
12 month period – 1st accurate date in all of Greek history 
mandate to reorganize the constitution 
aristocratic govt allowing a monarchy to occur since messed up so badly 
ultimate power to one man: monarchy -> tyrannos but not refered to as that; rather called nomothetes = “lawgiver” (c/w Lycurgus in Sparta?) 
Typical acts of a Tyrant…
1. Personal propaganda (often religious); why qualified to rule in a state 
Solon does this; here is a poet that wrote all about his political career
2. Break power of aristocrats 
3. Initiate reforms 
economic (to enhance wealth/power of state) 
political (sometimes) – constitution 
legal/judicial 
tribal (reorganize how average individual acts politically and militarily in state)
foreign policy – wars to unify their state 
Solon’s Life (ca. 638-559 BC) 
Eupatrid – aristocrat 
Family had lost its fortune, so became a merchant to regain the wealth 
Participated/advocated in war versus Megara which made lower classes love him, since defending their lands that were being plundered 
Takes Athenian army to Salamis island which is perfect base to launch raids of Megara– 600 BC
The economic crisis of Athens 
1) land hunger -> population and ownership 
most ppl are farmers, so need more farmland as it is the base livelihood; no more room in Attica (ownership NOT distributed equally)
possible solutions 
conquest – peninsula on sea with strong city-states of Megara and Thebes 
colonies (getting rid of the poor that need a livelihood)
Corinth sent one to Syracuse in Sicily 
Athens does not do so in the Archaic period; unknown why
Aristocrats start moving out of the Hellespont 
2) class tensions -> gap btw rich & poor 
Greece not fertile area; drought and famine 
Land gets smaller with inheritance that does not support family 
Hektemoroi (-os) “1/6 partner” (16.7% interest rate for taking a loan from the rich) + 1/6 of annual produce of their land
How are so many poor becoming in debt
Loans -> bad harvests
Protection racket? – Athenian aristocratic mafia 
horoi “boundary stones” 
inalienable land; ppl in debt can own but not sell land while in debt 
could enter debt slavery 
lose citizenship; 
Aristotle – slave = “living tool” 
Now ur land can be sold when u become a slave
Solon’s Reforms, 594/3 BC 
Solon the poet 
1. Economic 
2. Political 
3. Legal/judicial 
got rid of Draco(n) Law Code except for Draco’s law code on homicide
laws recorded on axones put on display in the agora so all ppl had access to them; public knowledge 
wood rots NOT like stone 

Solon’s Economic Reforms 
The seisachtheia “the shaking off of burdens” 
Creates a one time cancellation of debts 
Very aggressive attack on the aristocrats
Removes the horoi and frees the hektemoroi
Expresses his pride of this in his poetry 
Abolishes debt slavery – 
Principle of “limited liability”: person cannot be held physically responsible for the debts that you acquire 
is this an advantage to poor ppl? What collateral can u use, pledge their own body does not exist anymore, to get a loan as a poor person? 
Tries to returns enslaved citizens 
Don’t even speak Greek 
Does NOT give them a livelihood (because would be killed by the aristocrats) 
Does not confiscate the land and redistribute Attica equally among ppl (redistribution of land)
Does not confiscate money lending/ debt (abolition of money lending/debt)
No livelihood, therefore just fall back into debt 
*****In his poetry, he claimed he was fair to all 
Athenian citizenship to skilled immigrants to kickstart Athenian economy (metics metoikos live around the citizens)
“Amasis me poiesen” = “Amasis made me” found on pottery
Amasis = Ahmose (Egyptian) – Moses/Musa – most luxurious potter in Athens 
Regulations on trade 
Foreign trade – olives, manufactured goods
Domestic trade – staples (grain) to guarantee affordable food for lower classes 
Previously aristo
Standardizes weights and measures 
Measuring cups 
Demosion = “public property”
Lead weights 
****bucks up Athenian commerce 
standardized coinage in Athens? 6th c NOT 594/3 BC 
Aristocrats were minting their own coins 
Govt takes control of finance 
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2. Solon’s Political Reforms 
plutocracy (plutos – wealth) – type of oligarchic govt
who has power due to birth/family to wealth 
govt before Solon: aristocracy 
eupatridae = 10% of citizens (not all of ppl, just citizens)
Archons = 100% eupatrid 
Solon and the Athenian Class Structure 
Likely that this existed 100s of yrs before Solon; he just tweaked it 
4 classes of citizens -> based on wealth NOT birth 
1. Pentakosiomedimnoi = “500 bushel men” 
richest men in the state 
this class existed before, just Solon changed the way it relates with the govt 
eligible for
all offices of state 
commanders in army 
expected to perform liturgies 
liturgy – something u perform in a place of religion 
erga = to work + lit..=for the ppl
leitourgos = “public works” 
festival 
diplomatic mission 
sponsor one Athenian war ship 
****contributes to their political career 
2. Hippeis “horsemen” (300 bushels)
horse – delicate; huge expense 
defined by their ability to afford a horse 
most offices of state 
cavalry(and elite infantry) in army 
highly prestigious rank in army 
although serving in army is a must in Ancient Greece, govt does not sponsor your armor, weapons, uniform, etc. 
3. Zeugitai “yoke-men” (200 bushels) 
2 possible meaning 
can afford to yoke (tie together) oxen to plough their fields
****oxen or hoplite phalanx?
Elgible for lower magistracies 
Form core of heavy infantry in the army 
4. Thetes “hired labourers” (no property) 
attend Ekklesia 
light infantry 
throw/shoot missiles at the enemy; do not fight close since have no armour 
rowers in fleet (5th c. BC) 
NOT slaves; paid citizens 
Athenian democracy allowed the thetes (largest #) to vote to go to war all the time 
Note: 4 tribes also exist in Athens 
Based on kinship and geography 

Solon’s Changes to Govt 
Magistrates -> Archons 
2 top classes?
Election (in tribe), then lottery (for office) 
Advisory Councils
Adds a new one 
Areopagas – judicial role
All ex-archons become members of the areopagos
Changes make-up and jobs 
Treason, sacrilege 
Boule (council/advice/rational thought) of 400 – political role 
4 tribes – 100 members each 
3 classes, elected for 1 year 
set agenda 
assembly/ ekklesia -> all classes allowed to attend and vote 
***Plutocracy NOT democracy since all govt power based utterly on wealth 
3. Solon’s Judicial Reforms 
revised entire Law Code of Draco except for treason 
not known if happened right away or gradually over time 
the Heliaia – MOST DEMOCRATIC REFORM OF SOLON 
court of appeal 
trial by magistrate versus trial by jury 
jury = entire Ekklesia?!? (jury “of one’s peers”)
pretty quickly, ceases to work since unwieldly; but establishes the jury system and gets rid of trial by magistrate 
201 less serious 
501 more serious case 
third party prosecutions – right for representation; therefore poor have better access to justice – MOST DEMOCRATIC REFORM OF SOLON 
private vs. public law 
principle of self-help 
abolition of debt-slavery – MOST DEMOCRATIC REFORM OF SOLON 
Solon’s Reputation (cuLearn #1.ii)
Seven Wise Men of Greece 
Folktake motif: the wise advisor 
Always consulted; does not keep his wisdom to himself 
Always asked for it 
Gives it willingly 
Not followed/believed 
this happens with story of Solon and Croesus 
3 other average Greek 
“Judge no man happy until he is dead” 
Solon’s poetry 
Fair, just, moderate, wise 
Arbitrator, not tyrant 
Athenian Problems addressed by Solon 
Military threat: foreign invasion and attack 
Solon: war on Megara, capture Salamis
Economic problem: extreme poverty 
Solon seisachtheia (debt and debt slavery) 
Immediate but temporary 
Judicial corruption: trial by magistrate -> trial by jury 
Social/political turmoil
Rising merchants (rich but no power) 
Solon: political office by wealth not birth 
Aristocratic rivalry (factions, tyrants); NOT addressed by Solon 
Solon’s Impact (15yrs after) 
594/3 BC Solon extraordinary magistrate 
Solon’s laws supposed to last 10 yrs (told by Herodotus) and then told by Aristotle 100 years later therefore Solon being turned into a folktale 
590/89 – anarchy (anarchia = “no archons”)
585/6 anarchy 
582/1 Damasias archon for 26 months NOT 12 month max 
attempted tyranny 
580/79 – dekarchia “rule of 10” 
5 eupatrids 
3 farmers 
2 craftsman 
NOT democratic! Since from pentakosiomedimnoi only
14-15 yr after Solon’s reforms and change to constitution fail since period of extended turmoil -> stasis 

Ancient Historians 
***help on mid-term/exam 
CULearn readings
NOT identified 
Speak of author 
How reflects intellectual trends 
How reflects history was recorded at the time
5th century BC 
Herodotus and Thucydides 
Rational account of their history and peoples recorded in prose 
Not divine but rational account 
Early 4th century BC 
Xenophon – works on Thucydides 
Also philosophers – Plato, Aristotle
Late 4th century BC 
(sources for Alexander the Great???)
earliest account of Alexander dated at the 1st century BC (300 yrs after Alexander’s deaths) 
Hellenistic accounts are lost to modern historians 
Herodotus (ca. 484-430 BC) 
Known as “father of history” - 
In antiquity, known as “father of lies” 
Father of genre of history since called his work a historia = inquiry 
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Herodotus (ca. 484- 430 BC) 
“father of history” 
“father of lies” by his ppl 
historia = “inquiry”  
we call it “The Persian Wars” 
less than ½ of bk on Persian Wars (480/479 BC, OR 490 BC); more than that 
Ancient Greek philosophers 
Seeking to explain everything around them through reason and not divine causation 
Mathematicians 
Scientists 
**Herodotus is similar to this since he does the same as them to understand his past 
made distinction btw observation 
thought senses could mislead u 
thought true understanding comes through reason than using senses 
Ancient Greeks believed their mythology (as we understand today) as part of their earliest history 
Therefore not a true account of the past as we understand 
Does not show through gods’ agency; but rather through human agency 
Shows no gods fighting in war; only humans
Research Method: (mid 5th c. bc)
1. Observe and 2. Listen (autopsy, to see for yourself, asks ppl there, eyewitness) 
since only a mere 5 yr old when occurred 
applies judgment and reason
gives rational explanation when he agrees; if not, gives all accounts and tell audience to be the judge 
Storytelling Method and Style:
Since perfoming it orally since ppl don’t generally read (illiterate), uses traditional performance and mixes it with innovation and surprise 
Incorporates:
Drama (tragedies; especially audience in Athens, sophocles)
Epic poetry (vocabulary from Homer)
folktale and myth 
1st person – reminds audience that he is telling the story 
makes 1st person statements 
digression – technique in presenting in narrative form; meant to enrich understanding of the main story 
tells one story and then starts talking about something that seems unrelated 
drives modern students NUTS 
multiple versions 
Herodotus’ Interpretation and Didactic Purpose 
Moral framework (Greek philosophy) – themes shared in all Greek culture 
i) noble nature of ppl can be corrupted by power and wealth
“soft countries breed soft men” (culearn #1) 
put into mouth of the 1st king of the Persian Empire 
poor hardy powerless ppl corrupted by luxury, wealth, and power of empire corrupts them and makes them soft so that the Greeks defeat them 
warning to the Greeks 
Athens – richest and largest Greek city-state v. poor hardy Sparta
ii) the “tragic world view” 
tragedy/drama -> the tragic hero 
main tragic hero introduced to audience as invincible in his height and tragic flaw leaves him as nothing by the end 
Aeschylus’ Persai (Persia) 472 BC 
Persian Great King Xerxes = tragic hero in Battle of Salamis 
Tragic World View in Action 
Tragic hero = height of good fortune 
Agnoia  “ignorance” – forgot 
Hybris = “arrogance” - equates himself with God
Tyche = “chance”/”fortune” 
Every human gets a mix of good and bad fortune 
The ‘wheel of fortune’ metaphor 
Ppl attached to end of an always turning wheel 
Nemesis – goddess of retribution 
If u forget ur place, she will destroy u 
“judge no man happy until he is dead” 
Solon to Croesus (cuLearn #1.ii) 

Thucydides (ca. 460-400 BC) 
The Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC) 
Indicates the bias of the author – we name wars according to who our enemy is 
Enemy is Sparta with allies the Pelopponesian league 
Writes in annalistic form (ca. 435 to 410 BC) 
Wrote about it year by year through seasons 
1st historian to do so 
started years before the break of the war – stops midway 
Zenophon continues it 
Lived to after the end of the war; knows that 
Athenian aristocrat 
Expected to have a political career 
General in army during the war 
424 bc with fleet was supposed to fight off a Spartan army that was besieging a north Aegean city 
was exiled for public crime of incompetency 
autopsy – the closer an historian to time writing about probably the more accurate 
bias 
Purpose in Writing 
“This was the greatest disturbance in the history of the Hellenes, affecting also a large part of the non-Hellenic world, and indeed…the whole of mankind” (Thuc. 1.1) 
What about? 
Homer and the Trojan War
Herodotus and the Persian Wars 
Clash of civilizations, east v. west, greatest civilization in 5th c. bc was the Persian Empire 
Criteria why he says so: (Thuc. 1.23)
Duration 
Suffering mass 
Natural catastrophes that took place during this war – DIVINE INTERVENTION 
Earthquakes, famine, drought, the plague (Apollo, god of medicine) shoots with arrow)
To Greeks, these are sent by the gods 
“It will be enough for me…if these words of mine are judged useful by those who want to understand clearly the events which happened in the past and which (human nature being what it is) will… be repeated in the future” (Thuc. 1.22)
1st time theory of historical recurrence mentioned in world literature “history repeats itself”
didactic purpose to teach his audience 
to recognize and avoid such events in the future 
Thucydides’ Research Methods 
1) previous literature – but critical of it 
direct attack on Herodotus’ storytelling methods 
“the poets…exaggerate the importance of their themes … [while] the prose chroniclers…are less interested in telling the truth than in entertaining their audience “ (Thuc. 1. 21) 
2) archaeological remains 
archaeology started only 150 yrs ago 
Sparta = state of warfare; citizens = dedicated warriors v. Athenian poets, philosophers 
“If [Sparta] were to become desolate, and only the foundations of the buildings were left… posterity might refuse to accept her power, and …
archeological remains can mislead an observer to believe Athens much more powerful than Sparta – not reality, Sparta very powerful 
3) contemporary documents? 
Athens is the single Greek city-state that has the most preserved documents on stone since was a democracy
Treaties 
Diplomatic letters 
Inscriptions 
**not known why not used by ancient historians a lot 
4) eye witness accounts (and autopsy) 
“people are inclined to accept all stories of ancient times in an uncritical way” (Thuc. 1.20)
5) speeches (rhetoric) 
dramatic impact on audience 
a part of ancient politics and history 
taught rhetoric at school; how to speak and persuade effectively 
politicians deeply trained in rhetoric and their entire career is based on their ability of speaking in public
ppl don’t record their speeches; therefore not accurate 
“My habit has been to make the speakers say what was in my opinion demanded from them by the various occasions, or course adhering as closely as possible to the general sense of what they said.” (Thuc. 1.22) 
BIAS – can we trust anything Thucydides places in other character’s mouths? Falls very short of modern standard of historical writing 
Recorded mostly Pericles’ (leading Athenian politician at the time) speeches 
Loved him, supported him
He paired speeches of an Athenian politician and a Spartan politician – even though never done together 
Thucydides’ Interpretation of History 
1) economic and military analysis 
agriculture (poverty of Greece) 
settled populations (wealth power) cannot happen until have agricultural prosperity 
Sparta controls the largest fertile contiguous land 
History of Greece will be dominated by Greek City-States with major naval power 
Athens superpower because has a fleet 
Sparta has largest land army 
Shows how Athenian he is in being affected by his identity in understanding/interpreting history 
2) psychological framework (moral philosophy) 
The Sophists v. Socrates and Plato 
Big moral question btw them: 
Does the end justifies the means? 
Respectively; sophists = no morals, only absolute good is success, does not matter how u win as long as u win 
Socrates and Plato say that this success in itself is corruption with wealth and power -> the decline of Athens (loses the war; the moral decline of Athens though its corrupt politicians led to its physical destruction and loss of the war)
Thucydides expresses this debate in his work and sides more with Socrates and Plato 
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3) Science and the Intellectual Revolution 
Intellectual revolution 
Development of Greek philosophy – includes all sciences 
Happened 150 yrs before Thucydides
Medicine = most popular science of Greece at time 
Applies Rational explanation and investigation to the human body 
Medical lit. (Hippocrates) 
Hippocrates is a contemporary of Thucydides and 
Plague in Athens (cuLearn #13) 
Clinical description of disease process 
Social effects of the disease -> systems failures (leads to moral degeneration of the population of Athens)
How does it affect psychology, society
Pandemic – 30-40% kill rate 
1st known description of social and psychological effects of disease 

Is Thucydides a better historian than Herodotus? Is he a more modern historian, does he apply our contemporary values of history?
Common intellectual background – contemporaries of each other 
Similar research and writing methods 
**argued that Thucydides 
both come to the same conclusions and impose same (Athenocentric) 
importance of naval power (Athens at time powerful due to its navy) 
Herodotus says his most controversial statement is that Athens won the war with the Persians because of its Naval powers; greeks would have lost without its help 
Tragic world view 
Destruction of the tragic hero 
Herodotus = Xerxes 
Thucydides = Athens 
***both are trying to teach others through their examples of tragic heroes; didactic purpose 

Athenian History again 
After Solon (mid 6th BC): fails to address aristocratic factions which lead to failure of Solon’s reforms (cuLearn #2)
3 factions in Athens 
Pedieis “men of the plains” – many aristocratic families dominate this rich land (Athens)
Leader = Lykourgos 
the Philaid family 
Paralioi “men of the coast” – southern tip; nogood farming land (Laurion city; silver mines causes wealth in the regions) 
Leader = Megacles 
Alcmaeonid family -> family returned after treason probably by Solon, still rich and powerful 
Hyperakrioi “men beyond the hills”  (South-Eastern broder of Athens; city of Marathon) 
Leader = Peisistrasos and the Peisistrason family 
Eventually becomes tyrant of Athens, though hard job 
***always having civil war and making and breaking alliances 
Peisistratus 
Claims blood relation to heroic ancestry: 
Jason king who goes to golden fleece 
Nestor – king in Trojan War 
Kodros = last king of Athens because he abolishes the monarchy and institute their new govt system 
Commits suicide to save his city 
***forged and made-up this ancestry 
successful and establishes a dynasty and passes on power to 2 sons 
tries 3 times to take over throne
1) ca.560BC – failed; lasts only a few weeks 
the bodyguard incident (club-bearers…)
Heracles holds a club – greatest hero in all Greek mythology 
Seizes the acropolis 
Religious – temples 
Financial – treasury 
Military – fortified 
No edged weapon allowed in city; does not 
***Booted out by the other 2 factions 
2) ca. 559-556 BC – fell apart after 3 yrs
alliance with Megacles (marriage to daughter of Megacles) 
2 families share power with the male child that is born of this alliance marriage
the Phye/ “Athena” incident 
Peisistratus put on chariot with her, as that the goddess Athena returning Peisistratus to the throne 
Herodotus in reading thinks this is the stupidest thing and cannot believe 
Has “unnatural” sex with Megacles’ daughter and she tells her mom who tells Megacles, and therefore marriage cut 
NOT tyranny but rather a duarchy, a duumvirate (roman word for rule of 2) 
For 10 yrs, leaves whole Attica, spends them “abroad”; NOT ostracized 
Goes to island of Euboea with his family 
Uses his adult children help him get an army 
Strategic location since interferes with Athenian trade of grain though blac sea coming around isand of Euboea; ENTRANCE INTO HELLESPONT/BLACK SEA by putting his son as tyrant of Sigeum; makes a man tyrant of island of Naxos 
Diplomatic alliances with ppl of Thessaly, since he is related to Jason, who previously ruled the area; ALLIES 
Thrasian barbarians in Mt. Pangaeus have most gold and silver mines; MONEY 
Marries daughter of rich aristocrat in Argos 
Battle of Pallene – 546 bc
Takes power by right of conquest; no contests his right to rule 
Establishes dynasty – Peisistratid Tyranny 546-510 BC
Peisistratus, 546-527 BC 
Hippias and Hipparchos, 527-510 BC
Who did what, when? 
But know what did with govt of Athens 
Peisistratid Government in Athens 
Politics: no constitutional changes 
Solon’s reforms implemented for the first time
Economics:
Helps poor 
Low taxes 
From his personal wealth, offers easy loans to the poor; under powering his rivals the aristocrats 
Extensive building program all around Attica (public works) 
Created more work for the poor; introduces more livelihoods 
Standardized Athenian coinage (Athenian ‘owls’) centralizing the economy under centralized control– possible he was the one who did this 
*tyrants stay in power because they are popular with the ppl 
before was minted by rich aristocratic families; not 
boosts Athenian economy since merchants trust its worth 
eventually found all over the world, Spain, Palestine, North Africa, Syria 
son of 3rd wife from Argos (Gorgillos Argos) 
Thessalos – named after region of his mother of Thessaly 

**Kinship diplomacy and foreign affairs**
Athenians have settled matters at homes, therefore start enforcing their power elsewhere in Greek world 
Island of Delos, sacred birthplace of Apollo 
Pilgrimages of Ionian Greeks to worship Apollo there 
Ionian Greeks have united to fight off barbarians of the powerful kingdom of Lydia 
mid 6th c, Ionia goes to Lydia, who is invaded by Persia, therefore becomes Persian 
when Peisistratus approaches Ionian Greeks as Athens as leader though religious propaganda 

Peisistratid Religious Propaganda 
imagery of Herakles and Athen a
apotheosis (change of human to divine) of Herakles; worshipped as a god after his death
standard way depicted on pottery/vases  as Athena dragging Herakles to Mount Olympus; same imagery as his 2nd attempt to become tyrant of Athens 
Apollo – power 2nd only to father Zeus 
Almost equal in authority to Athena, chief goddess 
Delphi (Sparta) 
Island of Delos (Samos) 
Chooses to take over the smaller one; Delos 
Rebuilds the Sanctuary of Apollo 
Undergoes purification of the island 528 BC 
Pollution: birth and death
Moves dead bodies and ppl near death or giving birth from Delos to island of Rheneia to maintain purity and sacredness of Delos 
The main meeting place and treasury place of the Pan-ionian League (12 states) 
Becomes basis of 5th c. Athenian Empire; Athens = leader of Ionia 
Looks like religious propaganda; military and financial gains 
Athena 
Builds huge new temple 
New Games + musical games added to bday festival to 
Dionysos 
Works on cult of wine god 
To strengthen relationship btw Athens and the north where it is based 
Brings some of this cult to Athens
His hymns develop to tragedy and drama to Athens 
Massive national festival where plays are 
Demester 
Western border 
Shrine in Athens 
Annually when celebrating her to have cult walk from Athens to her original cult city in the Western border 
***unifying territory with gods and worship 
Artemis 
Eastern border 
Brings to Athens her worship 
Zeus 
Encourages his worship 
Starts building Temple of Olympian Zeus (not successful) 
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Peisistratid Religious Propaganda

Promotes buildings in Athens, expresses interests in the cults of Dionysus, Demeter, Artemis and Poseidon-which are all based in strategic positions, indicating that these interests were more than merely religious affairs. 

For example, the temples served to bind the various locations of Attica closer to Athens, the center.

Builds fortifications around Eleusis, site of the temple to Demeter, and Sounion, the site of Poseidon’s temple. 

Thus, the temples served a religious, political and military function.

Hippias (527-510 BC) and Hipparchus (d, 514 BC)

Brutal, ruthless tyrants?

Eponymous Archons:

526/5 BC Hippias
525/4 BC Cliesthenes (Alcmaeonid)
524/3 BC Miltiades (Philaid)
523/2 Kalliades (Unknown)
522/1 Bc Peisistratos II (Hippias’ son)

No evidence that the aristocrats are being persecuted-the eponymous Archons show a healthy variability of aristocrats from different families.

The Tyrannicides

Harmodius and Aristogeiton
Eromenos          Erastes

Aristogeiton is a middle class adult (Erastes) and Harmodius is his beloved (Eromenos). 

They share a sexual and educational relationship.

Hipparchus wants Harmodius as his eromenos-Harmodius, loyal to Aristogeiton, refuses. 

This is a story, at its beginning, of jilted love.

Hipparchus offers the position of kanephorus-basket carrier-in Panathenaic procession to Harmodius’ younger sister. Then he reneges-meaning, she is not a virgin. This is a deep insult to Harmodius and his family. 

Essentially, this is a matter of family honour.

The site of the assassination was the kerameikos.

Who is their target?
Hippias or Hipparchus?

As the story goes, they see Hippias talking to someone and believe their plan has been foiled. They kill Hipparchus instead.

Harmodius is killed immediately; Aristogeiton follows on the streets.

This was followed by a possible purge of Hippias’ rivals. 

Afterlife of the Legend

The Tyrannicides were remembered as:

Eleutheroi.

Founders of democracy!

Their bronze statues were set up c. 500 BC.

Worshipped in cult, their families were granted food, freed from taxation and given front seat at festivals-in perpetuality.

Skolia. 

The Expulsion of Hippias

Alcmaeonid bribery? (Phythia at Delphi).

The Oracle continually tells Spartan envoys that “You must liberate Athens!”

This leads to Spartan intervention.

Cleomenes I (Agiad King c. 520-490 BC)

Captures children of Peisistratids who are used as bargaining for Hippias’ exile.

Genealogy of Cleomenes
Wife=Anaxandridas (1)=Wife 2
Cleomenes(2)                 Doreius, Leonidas (3), Cleonbrolus(?)
Gorgo     =                    Euryanax                 Pausanias (the regent)
		Pleistarchus (4)
Doreius tries to found a colony but is killed in battle.

Cleomenes dies under suspicious conditions before the start of the Persian Wars. 

Story: Cleomenes went mad, was locked up, cut himself to death.

Leonidas benefits and marries Gorgo. 

Cleomenes’ Policies

Aggressive interest in foreign policy.

			Athens

	Xenia with Peisistratids. 

	Aggression against Thebes and Megara.

	Sparta: “Liberators of the Greeks”-the Spartans enjoyed kicking out tyrants.

	They liberated Athens in 510 BC.

	Athens joined the Peloponnesian League!

Athens after Liberation

Elections held in 509/8 BC for the eponymous archon of that year.

Candidates: 

Isagoras        vs Cleisthenes
(Philaid?)          (Alcmaeonid)

According to Herodotus, Isagoras, the Spartan backed candidate, wins the election. 

Cleisthenes “takes the demos into his hetaireia”.

He is contesting the election by creating a coup d’etat.

Another coup d’etat?

Isagoras summons Cleomenes.

Cleomenes invokes “curse of the Alcmaeonids” (Kylon 632 BC). 

Acropolis occupied, Alcmaeonids exiled.
Demos revolts.

Spartans and Isagoras expelled.

Alcmaeonids return.

End of story?

Herodotus’ Digression on Cliesthenes of Sicyon

Sicyon                                         Athens
Orthagoras c. 665 BC                  Megacles I (Archon 632 BC)

Orthagorid Tyrants                         Alcmaeon
665-555 BC

Cleisthenes                                    Megacles II
c. 600-570 BC

Agariste 

Agariste=Megacles II
Children:
Peisistratos and Cleisthenes, two other boys.

Cleisthenes’ Policies

Oppose Argos.

Tribal reform-insult Dorians.

How is this relevant to his grandson?

Cleisthenes the Alcmaeonid
Would-be Tyrant

Tries election but loses. (Isagoras wins-pro-Spartan aristocracy).
Tries coup d’etat with faction (tyranny?).

What next?

Since 510 BC Athens has been a member of Sparta’s Peloponnesian League…

506 BC
Cleomenes tries to reinstate Isagoras. 

All of Athens’ enemies attack simultaneously.

Athens = weak and vulnerable.

Solution: seek a powerful ally.

Artaphernes, Persian satrap in Sardis, asks for a “gift of earth and water to Darius.”

Athens becomes a subordinate ally of Persia.

BUT: Corinthians and Demaratos abandon attacks at Eleusis. Other threats meld away…

Cleomenes’ Final Attempt

504 BC reinstate Hippias!
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Group Research Project 

Purpose of the project 
Research skills 
Critical ability 
Collaborative learning 
Read the info file on cuLearn 

How to work in groups 
Ppl hate working in groups 
Exchange contact info. Meet regularly. 
CU Learning Support Services 
Web: Carleton.ca/lss
Library 4th floor 
Group meeting rooms

At each meeting 
Come prepared 
Begin with objectives, end with tasks 
Create a timeline, stick to deadlines 

Resolve conflict quickly 
Duplicate sources 
Reluctance to meet 
Attitude to project and members 

Establish a common goal 
Focus and purpose of topic? 

What I expect as “group work”
Your mark is based on your work alone 
30% of final mark 
25% research bibliography 
5% on peer evaluation 
collaborate on 
finding resources 
identifying controversies and problems 
work individually on 
10-15 lines 
anything that submit to prof for marking 
Parts 
1. Research Bibliography 
each student 
at least 1 primary source (all must be covered) 
anything originally in Greek and Latin translated 
use secondary sources to find the primary 
4 secondary sources 
properly source 
10-15 line source description what is relevant to the topic 
problems in understanding 
pg 
only most important quotes on problems and controversies 
1 website 
1 of us has to use the Wikipedia entry 
are they useful in addressing problems and controversies 
are they of the same level as the secondary sources? 
Proper style (as specified on cuLearn) 
Classical studies common style 
Bonus mark: 2% to one student who compiles the entire bibliography 
1 document – 
Title page: Group a or b 
Peer evaluation 
All members of group -> including yourself 
Confidential 
Submit to prof in hard copy on due date 
Rate everyone out of 10 (see cuLearn) 
Justify your mark 
Pt form
No duplicate marks 
Asked to rank ppl 
Half marks exist 
Indicate who complied the project t earn 2% bonus mark 

Appropriate Sources 
Peer reviewed books and articles 
Best online databases (CU Library) 
JSTOR – single best database for Greek and Classical Studies
Mostly just journal articles 
L’Annee Philologique – most comprehensive BUT do not find full text there 
For Primary Sources (***need to be from past 40 yrs)
www.perseus.tufts.edu “Greek and Roman Materials” 
alphabetical list of ancient authors 
original Greek with English translation 

Inappropriate Sources 
Lectures 
Never ever should quote professor in research 
Never quote the spoken word; quote the written word 
Videos and documentaries 
General encyclopedias (online or hard copy) 
Don’t tell you what scholars argue
Just give an overview 
Really old books found on Google books 
(record so far = 1803) 
history is the reflection of the culture interpreting the events more than the events themself
normally websites 
what is and is not a website 
personal blogs and webpages 
online university courses 
considered a website 
can be used if higher level course than my level of study 
google books NOT websites 
articles in online databases NOT 
magazine content available online 
PDFs 
Proper citation 
Book: include call number 
url for website
PDF – cite as article 
State as found online with date accessed and url 

How to cite a real website
Info about source 
Author, date (of posting), title 
Info about access:
Exact URL, date (accessed by you) 
Criteria for assessing websites (should you use it as a source?) 
1. Real name of author? 
No one accountable to info 
2. Degree of detail?
If not more detail than lecture and textbook, than no
3. Host site? (academic and reputable) 
university 
govt organizations 
***do not use tourism websites for a research essay 

in bibliography: 
“Battle of Thermopylae”, Wikipedia (http… Feb. 1, 2013)
livius .org – like Wikipedia except that includes author and date published 
in references: -> these are NOT really legitimate!

Books that are “Collections” 
Each chapter = separate article!!!
Cambridge and oxford companions 

References 
To primary sources 
Needs to be cited in a way that any person 
NOT cited in the translated form
Ancient author’s name, ancient work that it comes from, book/section/lines 
Ex: 
Herodotus = (Hdt. 6.132)
Thucydides = (Thuc. 2.14-32) 
Xenophon = (Xen. Hell. 2.54) 
To secondary sources 
Authors last name, date of publication, page #
(Demand 2006: 79)

example reference and quotation 
proper reference 
OR 
Demand (2006: 79) suggests that “…”
… used in middle of quotation only 
Do NOT paraphrase/substitute words

If you alter a Quotation 
Do summarize – still need to cite since includes the idea of the author 

Plagiarism 
“the unacknowledged use of another person’s words or ideas” 
plagiarism is most often accidental. It is still an academic offense. 
Common methods of plagiarism 
Purchase or otherwise acquire an essay 
Cut paste word-for-word 
Slight edit or alteration 
Text stitched together from different sources 
Insufficient references 
Not all sources acknowledged 
Lack of exact page numbers 
Forgot quotation marks 
Invented references 
Feb. 4, 2013	2013-01-07 1:27 PM	2013-01-07 1:27 PM
One reference at end of paragraph 

Reforms of Cleisthenes (founder of democracy?) 
 DEMOCRACY 
demokratia = demos (the mob/lower class urban citizens that’s do not own land) + kratos (brute mob) 
the brute force mob rule 
problem: when? 
Trying to become eponymous archon in 508/7 BC 
Turmoil in Athens to 504 BC 
What power does Cleisthenes hold?
Introduces Tribal Reform into Athens
Originally: 4 Ionian tribes (phylai) 
Based on ties of 
Kinship 
Geography 
Obligation – hand down jobs in family 
New 
10 tribes with new names 
only based on criteria of residency 
Attica divided into 140 demes (“villages”) 
Athens =largest area with several 
Divides all of Attica into 3 regions 
The city - astu
The inland – mesogaia 
The coast – paralia 
Divides these 3 regions into 10 districts (trittyes) 
1 tribe = 1 district from each area 
*trying to break power and links of Aristocratic families who through obligation in one geographic area 
maybe trying to break powers of all aristocrats except his aristocratic family of the alcemids 
Politics: each tribe contributes 
11 top generals 
1 archon (election: need money to win) 
1 strategos (election) – new 
both from top 2 classes 
50 councillors ( a “prytany”) (lottery) 
boule of 500 (up from Solon’s 400) 
from top 3 classes
each tribe must provide troops (age classes; liable to 40 yrs of military service 20-60 yrs of age) 
500-600 jurors (lottery) – new 
ekklesia (registration, age)
all 4 classes 

created method of “ostracism” 487-417 BC 
don’t start using it for 20 yrs after its creation
only know it being held 13 time over 70 yrs 
ppl vote to ostracize someone by scratching on old broken pottery pieces called ostraka the name of a politician you want booted out of Athens 
exile for 10 yrs 
not deprived of citizenship or property 
***safety valve from any politician that seems to be gaining too much power 
names of some
Kimon son of Mltiades 
Aristeides son of Lysimachos 
Themistokles son of Neokles from Phrearrhioi
Perikles son of Xanthippos 
Irregularities 
Themistocles, 472/1 BC 
His name appears on 40% of known pieces of ostraka 
5 political ppl wrote these 
ready made pieces of ostraka handed out by these 5 ppl to general Athens popn 
Hyperbolos, 417 BC
Public speaker 
hyperbole = exaggeration 
a nobody 
told why he was ostracized 
2 political enemies work together to boot him out instead of being booted out themselves 
AlSebaitis and Nikitus 
Democracy in Athens?
Solon -> “social justice” NOT democracy as is attributed to him 
Cleisthenes -> address aristocratic rivalry NOT end aristocratic rule!
Target rival families? 
To increase power of his Alchemiads 

In 506 BC, Athens had become the subordinate ally of Darius I, Great King of Persia (greatest empire to his time) 
Had to hand the earth and water to Persia; embarassing

Athenian Fudging of history (Herodotus is only reporting what Athenians are saying, Herodotus not saying, just reporting) 
Ambassadors repudiated? 
Unilateral action of Athens 
Hippias in Sigeum in the Hellespont (after 504 BC) rules as client-tyrant for Persian king to be restored to power 
Aristagoras of Miletus (500 BC) 
Ionian Revolt 
Sparta refuses to help 
Athens with democracy agree to help
Open revolt 

Greeks and Foreigners 
Trade and travel 
Greek poor weak, does not have man power but deeply involved in trade and travel; smallest player in the trade system
East Mediterranean current 
Syria to turkey to Hellespont 
Bosphorus current 
Powerful foreogn ppls are the time 
Egypt 
Phoenicia
Libya 
Cyprus 
Assyrians – arachaic period 800-600 bc 
Persian – 7th c on, coming from the middle east

Croesus (560-546 BC) 
Lydian Empire 
Capital = Sardis 
Greeks are tribute paying allies 
Pay money every year; taxes 
Owe him labour every year  
Owe military work for him
Pays them back with the Peace, prosperity, and peace of his empire 
Builds Temple of Artemis at Ephesus 
20 meters high 
Rebuilds cities after earthquakes 
Lavish gifts to Apollo at the oracle at delphi (Herodotus) 
3000 animals of each type of animal (domesticated) 
burnt precious objects so never can be reused 
silver and gold 
his wife’s necklaces and girdles 

WHY? Did he do this? 
Because on his eastern border, had spectacular warrior king Cyrus the Great of Persia 
546 BC – War of Lydia and Persia near Halys river 
drop – no victory for anyone 
Cyrus lays siege to Sardis, capital of Croesus’s Lydian Emipire 

Why does Herodotus discuss Croesus? 
Major themes 
1. Fate cannot be avoided (Gyges – committed a sin to achieve power; crime resolved with divine restitution) 
2. The tragic hero pattern (Solon + oracles) (hybris and agnoia “ignorance”)
wealth and power corrupt 
lydia first – its ppl were once a poor yet tardy race of people and turned into luxurious ppl therefore were able to be taken over by the Persians  (weak, ephemenat ppl that could easily be conquered) 
Persia next 
Warning to rich and powerful Athens 
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The Persian Empire

The Persian Empire is a massive and polyglot empire. Herodotus, a Greek, is a member of the Persian Empire (was his freedom of mobility due to this?). He is not a complete outsider, and brings a Greek sensibility to Persian History.

The records of the Persian Empire are written in Aramaic, not Old Persian. The records themselves are administrative, not historical-thus we are dependent on Greek sources for Persian history.

At its greatest, the Persian Empire rivaled Rome in size and population.

Winning the Persian Wars does not free the Greeks from Persian influence.

After the Assyrians disappeared, the Medes took over much of their territory. There was no sign of the Persians on the map: their rise and conquest was startling in its speed.

Cyrus the Great (559-530 BC)

Great Kings and lesser kings.

“The Great” is an honorific title that was non-existent in the ancient Greek world-it was the Romans who bestowed the title on historical individuals they found impressive; brutal conquerors and brilliant generals.

Problem of sources.

Folktale motifs: storytelling is subject to change, and dependent on these motifs. Cyrus’ life story is that of a generic hero.

Oracle to Croesus

“When a mule rules the Persians.”

Mule-Mother horse, father donkey. The mother is in the higher status according to the Greeks. Thus, Croesus has received an oracle that his empire will be threatened when the King of the Persians is a crossbreed between two races with a mother in superior status.

Cyrus the Great’s Rule

Reorganizes administration.
Local elites.
Tribute (money, troops, labour.)
Respects local customs.
Communications-road system.

The Jews called him “Christos”-annointed one.
New capital city: Pasargadae.

Pairidaeza: “Paradise”

Apadama: Plan and reconstruction. Rectangular in shape, built on post and lintel. 

Largest structure, beside the Pyramids, that the ancients would have seen.

Conquests of Cyrus the Great

Conquers Lydia 546 BC and Babylon in 539 BC. All of Asia Minor. Scythia 530 BC. 

Scythians are semi-nomadic peoples famous for gold adornments and their land is rich in wheat.

Massagetai-Scythian tribe ruled by Queen Tomyris.

 Spectacular contrast between male and female, imperial and nomadic.

By becoming wealthy, the Persians are becoming corrupted and soft according to Herodotus.

Cyrus gets advantage of Tomyris by stratagem.

Cambyses 530-522 Bc

Smerdis (522 BC)

AKA

Bardiya/Bardes
Guamata/Gomata
The Magus

Darius the usurper…

Behistun Inscription (CuLearn #5iii)

Persian conspirators debate government

Otanes-democracy (anachronistic)
Megabyzus-oligarchy.
Darius-monarchy.

First discussion in Greek literature on the best form of government.

The Persians come to the conclusion of the Greek philosophers, that monarchy is the ideal form of government.

Darius I “the Great” (524-486 BC)

Rebellion in 15 provinces upon his ascendancy.

Re-foundation of the empire.

20 satrapies
(satrapy=province, satrap=governor)

Annual tribute=15000 talents

Centralized judicial system

Building programs:

Irrigation, Nile canal to the Red Sea

Two new capitals: Persepolis and Susa

Conquests of Darius 521-494 BC

Expands into modern Pakistan and Afghanistan

Attempt on Scythia

Crosses Hellespont to attack Scythia

Bridge probably located at modern Istanbul, ancient Byzantium

Athens depends on grain coming from Ukraine and Chersonese has an Athenian, Miltiades, ruling as tyrant. There was a strong Greek presence around the Hellespont.

The region is Thrace. Darius asks the Greeks to guard the bridge incase the expedition fails.

It does. The Greeks loyally hold the bridge and the Persians retreat back into Asia Minor.

The Greeks, Athenians in particular, know the details of the Persian army. Darius, who has Greek mercenaries in his army, also knows what to expect when fighting the Greeks.

The logical next step in Persian expansion would be the Greek world.

Politics in Ionian States 

Peace and prosperity for the empire

Pro-Persian tyrants

Tribute-money, troops, labour

Discontent?

Increase in taxation
Mercenary opportunities decrease
Trade competition
Persian garrisons

Miletus-ruled by Persian backed tyrant Aristagoras

Fails to conquer Naxos, begins to forment rebellion to save his skin 

Portrays rebellion as a mission to expel Persian backed tyrants (which he himself is!)
War of liberation

Help from Greece?

Rebuffed by Cleomenes

Athens and Eretria agree to send help

Herodotus: how much easier it is to deceive 1000 people than it is to deceive one man!

Eretria sends 5 ships
Athens sends 20 ships

The Ionian Revolt 499-494 BC

Sardis sacked by accident in 498 BC

The Greeks retreat to coast, fight a skirmish in which they lose

Sack of Sardis leads to revolts from the Hellespont, Caria and Cyprus

Battle of Lade 494 BC

353 vs 600 ships

Miletus sacked
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Aftermath of the Ionian Revolt 
Ionia -> reform 
Artaphernes recalculates taxation 
Mardonios installs democracies 
Huge Persian empire responds with the velvet glove 
Give the greeks what they want to stay at peace with the empire 
Athens -> propaganda 
493 BC Phrynichos’ play Capture of Miletus
competitive production in honour of god Dionysus 
caused so much melachonly censured by the govt and causes much grief that he is fined heavily by the archons 
Athenian leadership of Ionians feel heavy at heart since Athens consider themselves the head of Ionia
Retribution by Darius 

Persia and the Mainland Greeks 
Persians named “Medizers” – after Middle Empire 
Individuals 
Hippias (tyrant of Athens 504-490 BC) 
Demaratos (Sparta 492-479 BC)
Co-king with Cleomenes; exiled from Sparta and went directly to court of Darius 
Invades Greece when Xerxes sends an expedition there; through invasion reinstalled as tyrant and king 
Medizing Greek states 
Lydia
The Hellespont 
Thrace 
Miletus 
490 BC on, Persians have the greatest fleet in the Aegean 
510 BC – subject-ally of Persian king 
Argos – treaty ally of Persian king to balance growing power of Sparta 
492 – Egana (prime enemy of the Spartans) = treaty ally of the Persian King 
***better to become ally of the Persian king than to risk being attacked and invaded and controlled by the Persian king 

Invasion of Darius, 490 BC (cuLearn #7) 
Traditional interpretation on why Darius invades (Athenocentric) 
Target 
= Athens primarily (Hippias’ influence) 
= Eretria secondary 
Alternate interpretation 
Continuation of previous policy (expansion west) 
492 BC Mardonios in n. Aegean 
bad weather ruins the expedition
490 BC Dats and Artaphernes Jr. – sent with a fleet of naval expedition of 600 ships 
pacify entire areas behind them before get to Eretrial to make sure no enemies in the rear that could create problems for you in the expedition 
ex: island of Delos 
plunder city of Ubia, and then Eretria for sacking of Sardis and then go to Athens 
ancient divide and conquer brilliant strategy 
medizers in Athens 
520s on Peisistratids in Sigeum 

Athenian preparations 
Send messengers to other Greek states for help 
Mostly want Sparta 
Send Pheidippides (240km run, 2 days) 
Say when the festival of Carneia (festival of Apollo) ends with full moon will come 
Plataia – most loyal ally of Athens 
1000 hoplites (tiny number, but entire adult male popn of island colony) 
levy army -> 10,000 hoplites to Marathon 
no historian cares to tell us of the numbers of the light infantry of lower classes; do not seem important to the ppl of the time 
if lucky, will get a hoplite number 
10 strategoi (1000 men) -> Miltiades (Philaid) 
1 Polemarch (bears ultimate responsibility; general in chief ->  Kalichamados 
Battle of Marathon – 490 BC 
Persians against the sea –have twice the number of troops 
Athenians btw 2 river vallies – therefore narrow the centre of their line 
Most likely lose when the enemy breaks into the centre of your line 
Persians eventually break through the centre of Athenian army
BUT do not run for their lives; strengthen the wings of their army, and threaten to fully envelope the Persian army 
Persians do an emergency evacuation to their ships 
Go to siege the city of Marathon but Athenians get there first and fortify it well and therefore Persians decide to go back home in peace 
Consequences for Persia 
Fairly successful expedition 
Took Aegean islands and Euboea, control straits 
Failed with Athens and Aegina 
***accomplished most of its goals; season of travelling on the Aegean was ending therefore decide to safely return home and try again later 

Consequences for Athens 
An unqualified success 
Marathon mythologized 
192 casualties – 1% only 
become part of a worshipped cult in Athens 
Marathonomachoi
Playwright Aeschylus – all he wanted recorded on his tomb was that he was a fighter there and that his 
Modern cenotaph made by greek govt in honour of the 192 Athenian dead -> heroized 
Inscribed their names there 
Cremated their bodies 
Nike of Kallimachos – 490 BC Acropolis 
Set up this monument – stone inscribed statue, topped with goddess Athena as Nike, goddess of victory, announcing on the Acropolis that the Athenians had won – created this before he went to battle 
****commissioned before the battle had been won 
had to be rewritten to say that Kallimachos was dead, died in winning this war 

The Democratic Propaganda Campaign 
David and Goliath theme 
Small island versus giant empire 
Massive building program; designed to redraw outlines of Athens 
Pesistratids memory erased; no longer city of tyrants physically but a democratic 
New temple to Athena, the Acropolis (to Athena) the First/Older Parthenon
Biggest, most expensive 
Thanks to Athena for victory at Battle of Marathon 
Get money for it from loot from the Persians
60 m high 
10 yrs of building 
480 BC – nowhere near completion, just laid out foundations; Xerxes returns to dominate all of greece and punish for ionian revolt and the battle of marathon; 480 captures Athens and sacks it and burns everything on the Acropolis 
Politics in Athens after Marathon
Aristocratic factionalism continues…
Peisistratids still in 490s 
Miltiades (Philaid) -> expedition vs Paros 
Expedition to chase Persians back to Persia 
Fails miserably – gets a injury and limps back home and dies 9 days later 
Taken to court by political rival bby Xanthippos (Alcmaeonid by marriage) Incompetence and misleading the state of Athens; son Cimon pays heavy fines 

“Medizing” 
domestic policy -> ostracisms (charge of being favourable to the Persians) 
487/6 bc – hipparchos (peisistratid)
attempted to become tyrant 
486/5 bc – Megacles (Alcmaeonid) 
485/4 bc – Kallixenos (leading Alc)
***aristocratic factionalism since all recalled to face next Persian invasion; NOT democracy since govt still controlled by Aristocrats but in a different more sophisticated manner 

Themistocles
Comes from completely unknown family: Lycomidai family
First man of political significance to come from his family 
493/2 BC archon -> fortified Piraeus 
worried of Aegena NOT Persians, since became an ally of the Persians 
causes Persians to return home without 
Democratic reform, ca. 487 BC
Archons chosen by lottery since democratic elections proved not to be greatly democratic but rather were corrupt by the aristocratic factionalism 
Strategoi (general) elected still…
Get to speak in assembly before others 
483/2 BC build triremes (100 or 200) 
discovered new silver mines; refused to give out to everyone in Athens, rather said be used to strengthen defenses 
gets the assembly to agree on building war ships and not getting a cash bonus 
20 yrs 
dominates politics until 471 BC when ostracized 

The Persian Wars contd 
Darius dies 486 BC 
Revolt in empire since all states see as opportunity to regain freedom -> Egypt, Babylon 
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Xerxes takes care of this first before expanding his empire to the west with Greece 

Xerxes 
Persian empire survives through expansion 
Aim in culearn 
1. Levy royal army from everywhere (Egypt, north coast of Africa, moving West) 
diplomatic openings with other states 
sends envoys to all (1600) Greek city-states in central mainland Greeks except to Athens and Sparta, to willingly become allies than to be conquered 
Phoenician allies (greatest seafarers) to keep Greeks under control 
Takes cares of logistics years before 
Makes pontoon bridge across the Hellespont to march his army across the water and not 
Act of Hubris to the Greeks; roping banks of 2 rivers the gods did not want to be exist 
Herodotus narrates his wh
Vengeance on Mount Athos by making a canal so 2 warships 
Hubris because making islands of godly intended mainland; trying to do what the gods do 
Hubris and agnoia man at highest point ripe for a fall = Xerxes 
The Invasion of Xerxes 482-479 BC
Very-well planned; tactly brilliant 
Army marching on land accompanied by a fleet at sea around; brilliant generalship 
Islands under Persian 
Greeks cannot launch a naval expedition; cannot attack from 2 fronts at the same time 
Puts supply depots in all the areas he has control over; so they are provided for on their way to Greece 
Size of the Persian Force? (cuLearn #8) 
Herodotus 
1207 warships, over 2 million infantry 
****no ancient numbers are reliable 
modern estimates 
1207 ships, 100,000 infantry? 
Logistically almost impossible even today to provide for 2 million army individuals 
Persian empire = a well-oiled machine 
Persians are: 
Well-prepared 
Know what they are doing 
Strategically planned 
Advice of Artabanus 
Unfollowed 
2 things most hostile as invasion occurs 
land (gaeia) – cannot support large army in space, food, and water 
sea (Poseidon) – no harbour large enough to support massive fleet in bad weather 
***gods NOT ppl are 
Greeks believe he is surpassing what a normal human is supposed to do 
6 yr preparation for this war (486 preparations start) 
not taken by surprise; complete utter chaos response still
The Greek Reaction 
Complete and utter chaos 
#1. Medize 
Hdt 7.132 -> 9 regions and 1 city-state 
Actually much more than that, but was attacking these specific states personally 
#2. Resist (31 poleis (states) max.)
5 battles 
479 – greek victory battle of Platia 
victory monument; Tripod of Plataia (names of states engraved on serpent column) 
3 intertwined serpents  
stands in Istanbul since looted from Delphi by the Romans 
Hellenic League 
Panhellenic Conference 481 BC – meet last min when Xerxes is already marching to them 
realize don’t have enough troops; look for powerful ally 
Greek forces – ¼ of Persians 
Warships: 350 (max) 
Infantry: (hoplites)
10,000 (1st deployment) 
7,000 (2nd deployment) 
38,000 (hoplites at Plataia) 
110,000? (total at Plataia) 
here become almost equal to Persian and win this land battle 
Greeks need more help! 
Argos? 
Refuse to send help because due to lack of military strength (due to past loss at war with Sparta) 
Gelon, tyrant of Syracuse 
City-state large and strong as Athens and Sparta 
Agrees to send biggest contribution of 200 ships and 20,000 infantry on condition that he is made commander in chief BUT Sparta refuses 
Corcyra (fleet of 60) 
3rd most powerful fleet in Greek world 
send fleet but never catch up with the Greek fleet, say weather did not help 
Crete – simply refuse 
Thessaly? – famous for cavalry (quick attacks that encircles enemy) 
Eager to stay loyal to Greece 
5 battles 
Thermopylai 
Artemision – sea battle 
Salamis 
Plataia –sea battle 
Mykale –sea battle 
Sparta and Corinth send troops to every single battles 
Thermopylae only missed 
Sikyon, Troizen, Athens 
39 states participate – most participate only in 1 battle 
Allies of Sparta in the Peloponnesian League 
Remained loyal to Sparta even though received Xerxes’ envoys 
***still Herodotus says that Athens caused Greece to win the Persians; really was Sparta’s defense allies 

Greek Strategy 
Topography -> defend narrows to at least slow down the Persians 
Delaying NOT winning strategy 
Vale of Tempe 
Yet NOT route that the Persians go through 
Before Persians even arrive, realize could not pull it off, so Thessaly ends up medizing with the Persians 
Isthmus of Corinth 
By holding fortified position at Isthmus of Corinth and leave the Hellenic League allies unprotected to face the Persians alone 
Thermopylai (land) and Artemision (sea) battles to defend them
Battle of Thermopylai 
In movie 300
Battle occurs in btw Persian (West side) and Greek camps 
(cuLearn #9) 
August 480 BC 
1st myth is that it was a moral victory for the Greeks 
was a catastrophic defeat where the commander-in-chief died in battle 
Leonidas “molon labe” = come and get it 
Weapons 
get to fight in the shade for the Persians 
Herodotus writes his account 40 yrs later and no survivors so where is he getting the info from 
Leonidas – one of the Spartan kings is commander-in-chief 
Comes with 300 elite spartiatai 
Also has 6000-7000 other guys from 11 other states 
Meaning only recorded hoplites; heavily armed infantry 
Problems with accounts of Thermopylai 
Problem 1: The WALL 
Herodotus: Greeks stationed on a wall; re-fortify it before the 
450m long- did Herodotus ever visit to see this? Says runs north-south, when runs east-west 
not a hoplite battle in the open space with 2 armies, but rather a defense of a fortified position; primary reason the Greeks can make a stand here 
shoot missiles from position of safety at the Persians 
Problem 2: Who was and was not there? 
Why isn’t Athens there?
Manning ships and fighting at sea at Artemisium and evacuating population south 
Problem 3: Why so few numbers? 
Max. 7000 hoplites sent due ton celebrating religious festivals of Carneia and in August celebrating the Olympics 
NOT true; this excuse used for truces
BUT other question? 
IS THIS ACTUALLY SO FEW A NUMBER? 
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Greeks don’t record the other troops; light infantry fight with missiles (at least double the number of hoplites) are 14,000 men total = 31 men per meter, or 15.5 hoplites per meter of wall 

The Battle of Thermopylai, 480 BC 
Problems 
****Herodotus’s account 
uses Homer’s account to make heroes of Leonidas and his Spartan troops; 
EPIC characteristic
Leonidas dies twice; if you read closely, will realize this  
1 the wall (nature of engagement) 
who was and was not there? 
Why so few? Was it ‘so few’? 
What actually happened in battle 
No battle 
4 days Xerxes simply waits; thinking the Greek forces will just melt away 
2 days of fighting at the wall 
encircle 
3rd day – end 
entire thing = less than a week 


siege warfare normal; don’t take it easily 
Day 1: Persians vs Spartans 
Day 2: Persians vs other Greeks 
Encirclement by immortals = Greek retreat; rear guard put to cover the retreat, slows enemy from pursuing your army so enemy does not realize 
Day 3: encirclement and last stand 
1000 Phokians disappear 
Do not send any word of Persians coming therefore the Greeks don’t have accurate info of where the Persians are therefore too late to leave pass; Leonidas dies here 
People that covered Greek retreat are cut to pieces by the Persians including second death 
Problem 5: Was Thermopylai lost by treachery? 
Herodotus: puts blame on “Ephialtes of Trachis” 
Gave info of the uphill track in the mountain of “The Anopaia Pass”  (1000 Phokians) 
Is this important? 
Not really since Leonidas knew of this; the problem is the Phokians meiadized and did not defend and did not send 
Hunted down years later 
Phokis is region around the region of the Oracle of Delphi 
Political purposes do not allow them admitting that the Oracle of Delphi meadized 
Thebans are blamed though 
Problem 6: Who stayed for the last stand?
Minimum: 3500 (close to ½ of what was sent at the beginning) 
300 Spartiatai  (small number compared 
700 Thespians (entire adult fighting force) + 400 Thebans (5th c. BC Thebes = biggest enemy of Athens after Sparta; yet Herodotus still portrays them as treacherous although they begged for clemency and mediazed when the battle was lost 
1000 lakedaimonian perioikoi; non-citizens of Spartan state, area around Sparta; heavy armed infantry hoplites commanded by Sparta 
light armed troops 
“Four thousand here from Pelops’ land/ against three million once did stand” - Simonides 
Problem 7:What was the purpose of this action? 
Not victory but delay 
Know that they will not defeat Persians or stop their invasion; more to buy time and 
Not self-sacrifice 
Herodotus says they consulted Delphic oracle; but not known when 
Leonidas heres this prophecy, takes a small group of men who have heirs, to die at Thermopylai as a noble sacrifice so the city of Greece will ever be sacked 
Leonidas and other Spartan king Leotychidas 
Both have “leo” in their name 
***could be an oracle made up by Herodotus himself since 
c-in-suicides in first battle???
After 1st battle, needed an explanation; mythology to give reason to go to war and die 
Real reason: BUY TIME 
Bad luck and treachery of plotians lead to loss 
1) evacuate allied territory 
Megara 
Athens 
Others as well 
2) to let climate and weather take its course 
getting near to end of season of safe sailing on the Aegean 
leave or have trouble getting provisions 
what shocks the Greeks 
hoped to hold Persians for longer; only managed to have it last 3 days 

Battle of Artemision: Aug. 480 BC
Euripos Channel 
Persians fleet gets lost at sea 
Persians at least 
1207 trimemes 
300 pentame
Greeks cannot even have 300
Trireme  
200 men (170 to row, in 3 rows); highly trained rowers since need to be rowed in unison therefore not rowed by slaves  
used to fight as guided missiles to destroy enemies triremes
Greeks have smaller ones; less force yet more maneuverable than the Persian 
Normal tactics in naval battles
ramming 
each side puts ships in straight parallel lines and attack one in face 
Diekplous = sailing through and out the back to make a 180 degree turn to attack the enemy from behind  
Kyklos = Greek formation at Artemision 
Go out later in the day 
Line up wit sterns in the middle and prows out 
Stratey used when expect to be encircled 
Persian attack at an angle; trying to ram you into the side exposing themselves to being attacked by another ship 
Creates a snowflake shape attack 
Shows geometry applied to warfare; philosophers help armies fight their enemies 
Aftermath of Thermopylai and Artemision 
Greek retreat to land and sea after 3 days 
Cleomenthus 
***leaves allies in danger and Persians advance into these territories and 
Athens sacked in Fall 480 BC 
What to do in Athens? As Xerxes and his army to come 
Various proposals 
1) Submit to Persia = meadize 
But Persia didn’t send a request to them or Sparta, who has unamously decided to fight 
2) Abandon Athens to create a colony in Siris, Italy 
a lot of scholars thinks 
ppl of Phokis under Persian rule founded a colony in Southern Italy in Ionian migration 
3) defend the walls of the city; defend acropolis under siege 
4) evacuate Athens temporarily 
thought to be the decision made 
5) consult Apollo in Delphi 
neutral third party decision to not separate ppl  
consultation of god Apollo (double consultation) 
1) Athenians refuse to accept 1st oracle of fleeing 
2) late fall or early spring is when men will 
the “wooden wall” oracle(s) 
Oracular Interpretation of the ‘Wooden Wall Oracle” culearn#10
Different interpretations
1) Old men -> acropolis fence; defend till death
2) oracle mongers (interpreters) -> wooden wall = ships therefore emigrate or face disaster 
3) Themistocles (politician) -> ships but victory NOT defeat
Apollo would not have called Salamis divine but rather would have called it wretched
“The Themistocles Decree”  (cuLearn #10ii) 
3rd BC inscription for event in 481 BC in Troizen; over 100 yrs after the events it records and not even from Athens
sacred snake of Athena Polias = epiphany of her
priestesses say snake has abandoned the temple 
Action taken 
Women and children are sent over the bay 
Most men (slaves, citizens) put in ships to fight 
Small popn left in Athens to defend city 
Persians begin sacking Athens completely from top to bottom starting from the Aeropagos and destroy everything at top of the Acropolis; in temple, some beg for mercy but are cut to pieces 
The Battle of Salamis – Sept. 480 BC 
If Salamis falls, Greeks wil lose 
Combined strategy of land and sea battle 
Greeks want to get the Persians to fight before encircling them 
21 states send ships; most penopelisian league ones 
Sparta in charge 
Athens on its own 
Persians 
1207 triremes 
3000 pentekonters
Greeks 
300 
Greeks manage to win the battle before being encircled 

After Salamis, Xerxes goes home and takes his fleet with him home 
Athenians boast 
Xerxes leaves home to problem of seasons 
Napoleon: “an army on its stomach” 
Amount of food for soldiers/ day 
325 000 kg of food 
2 250 000 litres of water
leaves small army with general Mardonios 
leave Attica and retreat to their allies’ territory
Athenians return home

More naval battles 
West: Himeria, Sicily (480 BC) v. Phoenicians 
East: Mykale, Ionia (479 BC) 

Mardonios in Greece (General and brother of law of Xerxes) 
Diplomacy overtures to Athens of an alliance attempt in 479 BC 
Clear that Xerxes not coming back with a fleet 
Wants biggest fleet in Aegean (themosthivyls fleet) 
Athens refuse and get Spartans to fight last land battle of Persian Wars 
The Battle of Plataia Aug. 479 BC
Thebes supplied Mardonios most 
31 Greek states fought in this battle 
equally matched numbers of soldiers (but not in Herodotus’s accounts) 
Persians have things Greeks don’t, like cavalry 
Commander in chief = Pausanias 
Regent for Leonidas’s son, Spartan Prince 
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“first classic ‘hoplite’ battle?” 

Was the Battle of Plataia the first “classic” hoplite battle? 
Lots of evidence of new type of warfare that emerged in the 5h c BC and dominated Greek warfare for the next 100 yrs 
Archaic Period (to 6th BC) – aristocratic hoplite 
Similar to armour of medieval knights – solid bronze armour from head to toe ; very expensive 
Don’t need to fight in close formation since armoured head to toe 
Fight in more open style 
Classical (early 5th BC) 
“middle class” hoplite 
Javelin, archers, infantry 
no longer have aristocratic hoplite 
helmet and grieves 
leno-thorax; made of layers of linen glued together; cannot penetrate a laminated linin koraks 
cheaper and cooler to wear 
fights in tighter formations; solid rows of heavy infantrymen that protect each other with their shields in a phalanx 
don’t want troop to get to side or behind a phalanx 
advance with stabbing spears into the opposite phalanx 
short swords to be like daggers to stab accurately at close proximity 
Persian Immortal Spearman, Susa 
No body armour 
Wrong portrayal since used in 
Actually 
Create a wall of shields u cannot pass 
Steal armor 
Armors
Javelins 
Spears – shorter than greek 
***were equal and maybe even more advantaged than the Greek 
position of honour/prestigious = right side 
most dangerous since shield held on left 
Spartans are given this 
Athenians are facing the other Greeks mediazers on the Persians in war 
Persians on North 
Mediazed Thebes on their rear 
Greeks south at Plataia 
Rear: Cithaeron mountains 
Cavalry attack by Persians 
Retreat to hills so Persians do not 
Move a lot, lengthening  it 
Bad with heavy infantry which is unmovable 
Break hoplite line – Athens break off alone 
***But ends up as a victory 
Mardonius dies on battle 
Persians hurry away to Hellespont; few make it back to Persia 
Eat grass on way back to not starve 
Greek allies betray the Persians with Greek victory 
Greeks loot everything 

The Classical Period 
490 or 480 or 479 BC? to 323 BC (death of Alexander the Great in Babylon having conquered Persian Empire)
The Greek Classical Period defined by Persian Wars 
***therefore Persia defines the classical age of Greece
Persia remains single most important aspect of Greek history until 323 BC 
Yet, just because Greeks win the Persian Wars, doesn’t mean they are done with them; Persian king decides doesn’t need to invade and conquer Greece to control them – he can do it differently 
“clash of civilizations” – East (European Greeks) v. West (weird, exotic Persians); can never meet and get along with one another 
originally comes from Herodotus 
Herodotus on the spoils of Plataia – end of bk 9 
“came to Greece to rob us of our poverty” 
Herodotus moral evaluation “wealth corrupts” (cuLearn #11 – the moral of the story) 
Persian money finances the wealth of Athens and Greece making the Classical Age happen 

Significance of the Persian Wars 
For Persia 
Not recorded in Persian history 
Some evidence suggests that there was a revolt in Babylon, the heartland of the Persian empire, therefore Xerxes could not send Mardonius any reinforcements for support in Greece 
Persian Empire no longer expands; start losing bits on Western frontier and signs of revolt inside Persian Empire 
Within 150 yrs after this, Persian Empire dies off with Alexander the Great 
For most Greek poleis (Medizers) 
Was embarrassing 
Hoped would be forgotten quickly
This policy saved their skins and cities since separately could not stand up to challenge the Persian Empire 
For Sparta 
Victory 
Expensive victory 
Lost more than 1 king (rare to lose king at battle; happened at Thermopolae) 
Turmoil in senior royal house 
Divisions – one king went over to Persians and Xerxes 
Role of Greek leader is confirmed 
Remain city with greatest prominence 
For Athens 
City sacked twice 
Emerge as winners since defining moment in their histories; sets them up as one of the best 
Regional power before; NOT international as after the Persian Wars makes them a central power 
70 yrs after; builds itself up to be a rival to Sparta 
war btw them is for Greek supremacy 
economic supremacy – richest Greek city-state 
due to navy role, controlled trade and the sea routes 
military leadership 
naval battles, majority of fleet comes from Athens 
politically stabilized (democracy) 
when have secure internal affairs, can work on the external 
Propaganda – 
Do not allow other Greeks to forget their roles in the war 
Mythologized – compared to greatest war in all of Greek history, the Trojan Wars 
Literature – after Persian Wars 
1) Simonides – lyric poet from Keos; commissioned by Greeks to write celebratory poetry to be sung as songs
epitaphs for ppl who died; most famous for the 300 Spartan’s epitaph at Thermopolae
“New Simonides” – found on papyrus of a Hellenistic Egyptian schoolboy 
battle of Salimis and Plaeteia; compares Greeks to heroes in Trojan Wars 
2) Aeschylus – drama/tragedy in Athens 
play on Persians showing Xerxes running home with tail btw his legs; Persai, 472 BC (Salamis) 
Xerxes the tragic hero (divine nemesis) 
***weird since most plays done on mythological stories NOT history therefore equating the Persian Wars with mythology
3) Herodotus – prose history (Haloicarnassus) 
pro-Athenian bias; NOT Athenian but wrote most likely from there and lives there therefore affected by post-Persian Wars pro-Athenian propaganda 
Pro-Athenian bias in Herodotus 
Noble self-sacrifice; really all the other Greeks did the same 
Graciously give up command since they have the most contributed fighters; NOT true since Spartans brought the most contribution with 
Evacuate the city to fight (as they 
Refuse alliance to Mardonius before Plaetaeia 
Provide best leader (politician Themistocles)
Provided largest contingent at sea 
***Conc = Athens most responsible for Greek success in the Persian Wars; ignores that they are most responsible for causing the war by betraying its alliance with Persia 
Athenian Policy imposed 
Charge of medizing 
Spartans wanted to forget everything and go back to status quo 
Thebes and Thessaly are both held responsible for all the Greek Medizers 
Thebes too powerful 
Thessaly helped Peisistratus 
damage control in others (Delphi, Phokis)
no one punishes ppl at Phokis although responsible for loss at Thermopylae 
keep memory of Persian Wars alive 
the Oath of Plataia (not mentioned by Herodotus; not known if was actually sworn, but only commemorated in Athens) 
NOT to rebuild temples destroyed by the Persians to commemorate the impiety of the Persians 
Seek vengeance on the Persians 

Immediate actions after Persian Wars in Athens 
Rebuild fortification walls around the acropolis and the whole city as well; The Themistoclean Wall
Used spoils of destroyed infrastructure to build the wall to refortify city in record time 
Acropolis sacred sanctuary was sacked and destroyed 
Marble sculpture offerings that were destroyed by the Persians (ax hammered)
Sacred property of the gods were buried on top of the Acropolis 
Persians attacked them as if they were attacking the actual ppl 
Axe marks at necks; decapitation 
Remove male genitals; humiliation 
Marble from shrines and temples burned and turned into limestone, making them unusable 
Used the rubble to create monuments visible from the agora 
Leave them as recognizable emblems of Persian sack of Athens 
Completely rebuild 406 BC 
Temple of Athena  - Athena guardian of the city 
Parthenon 
Odeon of Perikles ca. 435 BC 
Singing place 
Most powerful politician in Athens until Peloponnesian Wars 
Built like the Royal Audience hall – the Persian Apadana hall 
Put up the tent of Xerxes at base of the Acropolis, place sacred to Dionysus
Used in theatre plays 
Skene = tent 
Memorializes the Persian Wars 

Purpose of “Memoriaization” 
2007 The Guardian “Too many memories” 
history = inquiry of the past v. memorialization = conviction of the past 
nothing to do with the past, everything to do with the present 
cements power of Athens in ways of 
military 
political 
imperial 

After the Persian Wars 
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Athens rising power in 5th century 

After the Persian Wars 
Thucydides -> pentekontaetia (50 yr period btw 479 bc end of Persian wars and 431 bc Penopolessain war )
Highly selective in what he tells us since focusing on Penopolessian Wars 
Has theory that Penopolessian wars caused by the hostility btw Sparta and Athens due to Spartan fear of Athenian growing power and dominance caused the war 
Sparta’s Peloponnesian League 
Spartans = Lacidimonians 
Helots = slaves 
Made most of their citizens this so that citizens could live luxurious lifetslyles of simply training for war 
555 bc on, treaty basis with Sparta 
most resources (men, $, agriculture) 
allied territory (since couldn’t conquer) 
Argos = traditional enemy of Sparta 
510 liberate Athens from tyranny and Athens becomes member of the League 
interested in state of Doris 
strategic pass to sanctuary of Apollo at Delphi; has ability to declare war on behalf of other states 
mythological pull there since mythological homeland of Dorian Greeks 
Athens enemies = allies of Sparta 
Thebes 
Megara 
Corinth 
Aegina 
5th c, Athens build naval power since surrounded by enemies 

Sparta and the Peloponnesian League 
Ca. 555 to 366 BC 
Ancient term for this was 
“the Lacedaimonians and their allies” 
2 types of ways to ally 
symmachia = allies 
full military alliance; bound to go to war whenever ally goes, be it offensive or defensive 
versus 
epimachia = Sparta 
treaty with Sparta alone; don’t have to be allies with Sparta’s allies 
defensive alliance only
“asymmetrical alliances” – Sparta is superior to all in this alliance 
terms for Sparta’s Allies 
1) same friends and enemies as Sparta (give up some of their liberty of their foreign policy) 
2) follow Spartans where lead 
if Sparta calls on them, 1/3 troop levy, and would give up leadership over them therefore will have a Spartan commander
3) would prefer for you to have an oligarchic govt if wanna be Spartan allies; oligarchies propped up (internal affairs) 
Spartans meddling with internal politics/affairs of its allies 
4) League Assembly (1 vote per ally) 
not before 504 BC – due to overthrow of Athens tyranny 
get to vote on whether will follow what Sparta is doing 
YET, Sparta has veto 
***beginning of bicameral system (2 councils that create policy) 

After Persian Wars 
Leadership of the Hellenistic League 
To 
Sparta 
End with Herodotus’ history; with Battle of Mykale (479 BC) 
Leotychidas = other king of Sparta 
Made commander of the sea for the year of 479 BC
8 states 
leaves in Hellespont Athenian commander Xanthippos (father of Pericles, greatest politician in Athens while Herodotus is writing) cuLearn #11
grain food supply comes through this area for Athens, want to make sure their food supply isn’t cut off in the winter = Campaign against Sestos 
Xanthippos tortues the general there 

Athens commander in chief Hellenic chief forces to get Persians out of the Agean in 478 BC in “Ionia” 
Raids Cyprus; attacking the Persians in problematic areas out of Ionia 
Harassing Persians where it hurts 
Captures Byzantion (liberating Greeks); Persians can only recapture with a fleet (difficult) 
“Spartans abroad” syndrome 
At home, frugal, harsh military life style; outside love luxury
This is what happens to Pausanians (wears Persian clothing and gets body guards; Athenians think he will betray them, recalled to Sparta, put on trial for treason, and is acquitted, and retakes Byzantion alone and helps Greek cause informally) 
New Penopolessian commander
Spartans send Dorkas, 477 BC 
Refusal of this commander = end of Hellenistic League 
Becomes Delian League, a navy alliance, of which Athens is chosen as leader; forge into Athenian Empire 
Pausanias 
Takes refuge in sacred place of Athena 
471 BC 
less than 10 yrs after winning the greatest battle for the Persians 

Politics in Athens 
Themistocles’ career (anti-Spartan, pro-democracy) 
493/2 BC archon – fortified Piraeus 
483 BC – strategos (Laurion silver -> fleet) 
late 480s interpreted “wooden wall” oracle 
480 BC strategos (Tempe, Artemision, Salamis) 
479 BC –not elected strategos at Plataia or Mykale (Xanthippos, Aristeides) BUT suggests and is listened to when he suggests refortification walls of Athens 
this is where he is anti-Sparta since Sparta did not want to refortify any Greek state so all vulnerable therefore no wars  
power declines in 470s BC 
Cimon -> son of Miltiades, Philaid 
Pro-Spartan, conservative aristocrat 
Therefore likes oligarchy, therefore pro-Spartan
Delian League strategos (476-463 BC) 
Ostrasized ca. 471 BC 

Themistocles’ exile, goes from Athens to Argos, when it becomes democratic (dangerous to Spartans; hound him down all over greek world to execute him on anti-Spartan a
Given governorship of Greek city Magnesia from Persian king Artaxerxes I (465 BC) 

Athens and Sparta in 470 BC 
Sparta not in Ionia 
Athens leads Delian League (pro-Spartan Cimon) 
Pausanias dead 
Themistocles on the run 
NO fear or hatred evident btw Athens and Sparta 
Seems like they are conspiring to divide the Greek world btw themselves
“dual hegemony” policy? (Sparta on land, Athens on sea) 

Athenian ambition seems to create Penopolessian War 
Ethnic war? Btw Sparta and Penopolessian League = Dorian Greeks versus Athens and Delian League  = Ionian Greeks ; NOT really, since generalization, since leagues mix of both 

Primary Sources of the Delian League 
League Charter? 
Thucydides 1.96-7
Aristotle Constitution of the Athenians 23.5 
Purpose 
In ancient texts, only this is mentioned: Attempt for war reparations/financial compensation for Persian Wars; most weren’t sacked but maybe want 
Modern historians argue that it was to liberate Greeks?
Stabilize Aegean by making sure that Persians do not send their fleet into the Aegean; stabilizes trade 

Functioning of the League 
Bound by full military alliance; send help if offensive or defensive war symmachia
Delos is where they meet and where treasury is stored that funds the league 
Membership 
Voluntary but eternal (until lead floats) 
Autonomous, one equal vote 
(corruption; since voting = non-democratic process; in Athens, was done through drawing lots; 
each contributes 
1. Ships (navy) 
2. Men (rowers for fleet and soldiers, eg: hoplites) 
3. Money (phoros “tribute”)  
over time, smaller city-states only give money since cannot afford to send ships and ppl every yr; Athens uses this money to hire its own citizens and build its own ships and resources; makes Athens more powerful in name of Delian League 
Athens = hegemon
Military -> commander in chief (Cimon) 
Financial -> Hellenotamioi
Organizational -> constitution 
Aristeides “the Just” 
Establishes how much tribute must be paid 
Annual tribute = 460 talents 
1 talent = 26 kg of pure silver 
How just is this??
Delian League activities 
Cimon strategos 
Take over Eios 
Since greatest gold mines exist there at risk of Persian control 
Attack Greek island of Skyros (NOT 
Pirates are based there (what they say)
Real reason is on the way of the Athenian grain supply 
Theseus, great hero-ancestor, to bring back bones from Skyros to Athens to start a cult for him 
Force Greek Island of Karystos to become part of league 
Take over Naxos because wanted to succeed (leave the League) 
Eurymedon battle 
Place a colony there 
The “Eurymedon Vase” (Athens ca. 460 BC) 
I am Eurymedon (he of broad council) 
I stand bent over 
Greek erect penis that would be received by the bent over Persian 
Rude joke; Athenian attitude towards the barbarian and especially the Persian 
***resources of the Delian League used to increase control of Athens; creating an Athenian Empire, not drive Persians out or financial compensation 

End of Cimon’s Career 
Prosecution by Pericles for misuse of Athens money 
Immune from judgment by the courts as long as in charge 
The Great Earthquake, 464 BC 
Completely devastated Laconia, in Sparta 
Sparta hit badly 
Helot revolt in Messenia 
Sparta calls on all allies for help 
Helots taken refuge on Mt. Ihome
Send Athenian troops home since suspect them of being sympathetic with the helots since are democratic 
Leads to his ostracism in 461 BC 
Treaty discussion – settle the helots in Naupaktos, right outside the Hellespont, strategic way, funded by the Athenians to piss off the Spartans 
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Athenian democracy and empire in 5th century + reasons for the wars 

Conflict btw Athens and Sparta 
Thucydides claims that Sparta hated Athens since scared of its growing power 
“First Peloponnesian War” (ca. 460-446 BC) 
Peloponnesian League (Sparta) v. Delian League (Athens) 
Athenians start to interfere with areas of the Peloponessian areas 
Trying to break the dual hegemony empire by trying to create a land (not sea) empire 
Messing up with the 
Captured island of Kythera to attack Sparta from in the Penopolease 
Second Sacred War (ca. 457 – 446 BC) 
War fought over control of Sanctuary of Delphi 
Don’t know a lot about this 
Battle of Coronea (447/6 BC) 
Final decisive war where the Athenians are defeated 
Huge consequences 
Delian League activities 450s BC 
Massive imperial campaigns 
Attack island of Cyprus – in possession of Persian king; no success, brought back Cimon from ostracism to fight where he is killed in battle 
+250 ships in their fleet and head to Egypt (part of the Persian empire) which is in revolt 
sail up the nile and give help to the Egyptian rebels on land – 
454 BC – 30,000 men + 250 triremes defeated and destroyed since stuck in Nile where 
move money to city of Athens since scared of Persian invasion of Aegean 
rebellions and threats from Delian league 
Peace Treaties signed by Athens in mid-5th century 
Peace of Kallias (449 BC) 
Athens and Artaxerxes 
Ends war with Persia
Shows that Athens is an imperial power since it signs the treaty on behalf of the whole Delian League 
Delian League mandate is over 
Epimakia treaty 
Thirty Years Peace (446 BC) 
Btw Athens and Sparta 
Ends all wars woth Sparta 
Ends Peloponessian war and the Second Sacred War and Athenian land empire 
Promise will not run after each others alliances 

Degeneration of the Delian League
Athens = the most liberal/radical democratic state in the world at the time while becoming extremely powerful and repressive imperial state 
Freedom for ppl at home while repression of the rest of Greeks 
Contributions
 Originally supposed to be men, ships, and tribute money
becomes mainly phoros “tribute” -> money only (used by Athens to build  navy and hire its citizens to row)
Voluntary membership 
Forced in (Skyros, karystos, Aegina, Boiotia) 
Not allowed to leave/ sucede (Naxos, Thasos, Samos) 
Mandate 
Eurymedon (467 BC), Peace of Kallias (449 BC) 
Autonomy of allies 
Samos 440 BC -> Athens invade the area and change oligarchic state to democracy 
Taking over internal affairs of its ‘allies’ 
Athens far more brutal in imposing its preferred govts
Athenian Imperial Control 
1. Tribute not going to treasury of Delos but goes to Athens (454 BC on) ECONOMIC action of league 
2. Creates new specific type of colony – cleruchies (colony created in hostile territory) 
kleros -> zeugitai and thetes 
give poorest class peasants a livelihood while keeping area (political and military control) under control 
become garrisons of Athenian citizens (a little piece of Athens abroad for military control) 
3. Terminology in 1st half of te 5th c. call themselves “arche” (empire) 
POLITICAL/MILITARY
4. Impose Athenian law which trumps over all other laws 
preferential legal system for Athenians v. subjects of Athens 
Athenians have right to be tried in Athens even if commit crime elsewhere 
LEGISLATIVE/JUDICIAL 
5. Currency decree (all other currencies and standards of weights and measures debolished except for Athenians; designed to create easier way of collecting tribute) 
ECONOMIC 
6. Impose democracies 
INTERNAL POLITICS 
Radical Democracy at Athens 
Changes in 5th c. 
487 BC – Battle of Maratho, 490 BC 
ostracisms (5 btw 487-483 BC) 
lottery for magistrates; not  (sortition) 
10 archons -> lottery from shortlist of 500
political career = strategos (10/year, always elected) 
467 BC – Battles of the Eurymedon river 
hugely enriched Athens from spoils from Persians
pay for public service (Pericles?) 
but probably too young since 28 and have to be 30 to be a citizen 
jurors -> 5000-6000 jurors selected from 10 tribes (1/2 drachma/day) 
6000 drachma = 1 talent 
councilors (500) + rowers (1 drachma/day, same wage of a skilled craftsman) + solders (thousands) 
politically empowered the lower classes; poor ppl can afford to take on more responsibilities in the Athenian govt 
Where did the money for Athens come from? 
(Not lots of flow of $ in state revenue; don’t tax citizens, might foreigners) 
Silver mines at Laurion 
Persian War spoils (Eurymedon ca. 467 BC) 
Delian League 
Conquer some of most richest states 
Naxos (467 BC) 
Thasos (462 BC) 
Move treasury to Athens 454 BC 
Raise phoros to 1500 talents = 39 000 kg of silver ($33 million today) = 9 000 000 drachmas
More radical changes 
462/1 BC 
earthquake 464 BC. Cimon ostracized 461 BC 
Reforms of Ephialtes 
Gut the Aeropagos -> judicial power (homicide) 
Makes it highest court which tries the most serious crimes of treason and homicide 
Ephialtes assassinated since the richest were losing their power/riches 
Pericles (Alcmaeonid) dominates, 461-429 BC 
Strategos every year 443 – 429 BC 
Even more changes (under Pericles) 
457/6 BC 
First Peloponnesian War, Second Sacred War, Athenian land Empire 
Archonship -> top 3 classes 
Lottery expanded -> everyone EXCEPT architect, treasurers, strategoi 
451 BC citizenship law (Egyptian disaster 454 BC) 
BOTH parents have 
Designed to restrict/concentrate benefits of empire; economic measure to protect Athenian states 
V. Roman generosity of giving out Roman citizenship 
Radical Democracy in Athens based on
1) pay for public service 
2) lottery to fill offices (NOT voting, which was understood as non-democratic by the Athenians) 
3) direct participation in one of the positions of govt 
Daily govt of the Athenians 
Under control of boule of 500 (50 men from each tribe) 
Prytany = 50 men, 36 or 37 days; live in town council in case of an emergency, on duty 24 hours 
Everyday, choose one man by lottery as president of the day, called a epistates 
Power to respond to a crisis NOT to change laws, etc 
Compared with (c/w) current “representative democracy” 
Massive building program (460s BC on) 
Athens -> imperial city 
Major economic impact: 
Jobs (skilled and unskilled) 
Standard of living 
Pay = 1 drachma/day 
Providing jobs for the poor 
What do they do with this? 
1) improve fortifications 
2 walls connect city of Athens to harbour of Piraeus 
prevents siege and being starved out 
to create a shallow bay, builds 3rd wall to Phalleon 
2) stoas created as administrative buildings 
buildings added to the Agora in 5th c, BC 
mint 
arsenal – store of weapons 
prison (tiny since execute or exile) 
temple 
“Periclean” Building Program on top of the Acropolis of Athens (buidings and temples) 447-406 BC
built of solid marble; not normal in Greek temples; meant to be impressive and make an impression to anyone who seems them to make it look like an imperial city 

The Great Peloponnesian War 431-404 BC 
27 yrs 
numerous contemporary sources 
most famous = Thucydides (to 410 BC) 
yr by yr annalistic account since he thought would be greatest 
last 6 yrs stopped writng 
Thucydides (to 410 BC) 
Xenophon Hellenika (Greek Matters) (410-404 BC plus) 
Both upper class and generals 
other literature: 
Aristophanes 
Sophocles 
Euripides 
Plato 
Etc 
Theatre always meant to have contemporary relevance 
Comparison of Athens and Sparta 
2 states destined to come into conflict 
ethnicity: 
Athens = Ionic 
Spartans = Doric 
Economy 
Athens: trade and farming 
Sparta: farming (slave labour; helots) 
Politics 
Athens: radical democracy 
Sparta: conservative duarchy (2 kings) + kind of oligarchy 
Education
Athens: rhetoric (to get ppl to vote for u) 
Sparta: military 
Allies 
Athens: Delian League
Sparta: Peloponessian League 
Army 
Athens: fleet
Sparta: infantry (land; scared of water) 
****Thucydides interpretation: conflict btw them in inevitable 
Thucydides calls Peloponessian War as “A War like No Other” 
For massive size and objects 
Entire greek world polarized/sucked into it at some pt
SCALE and OBJECTIVES – a Greek World War 
Thucydides 
Modern reason 
Total war – siege warfare; dirtiest form of fighting since about ultimate survival of your state NOT hoplites and ships 
Execute all adult males 
Take women and children to be sold off as slaves 
Thucydides – Causes of the War 
“real” v. “precipitating”  reasons 
real: Sparta scared of Athens
Precipitating: little events that lead to the war; do not really involve Sparta but rather its ally Corinth (interference in colonies)
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BUT, as shown through historical events, Athenian aggression on Sparta NOT Spartan fear 

Causes of the War 
“real” versus “precipitating” (Thucydides) 
Real -> Spartan fear (Athenian provocation?) 
Precipitating -> Athens versus Corinth 
Incident #1 – Corcyra and Epidamnnus 435-433 BC 
Corcyra = colony of Corinth 
Expected to be loyal to metropolis mother city 
4th c., problematic relationship 
due to great financial/economic success in trade, Corcyra creates colony of Epidamnus 
Epidamnus 
Civil strife of statis 435 BC 
Oligarchs vs. democrats 
Democrats scared of being kicked out 
Ask Oracle of Apollo at Delphi, tells them to ask those close to you (family), aka grandmother city, Corinth (2nd strongest navy) who promises to send help to democrats BUT have to send fleet and soldiers to Epidamnnus through Corcyra (3rd strongest navy)
Corcyra stands with oligarchs and ally with Athens (strongest navy) 
Review of Alliances 
Democrats of Epidamnus + Corinth 
Oligarchs of Epidamnus + Corcyra 
Corcyra + Athens -> epimachia (defensive alliance) 
BUT 
Corcyra colony of Corinth? 
Corinth + Peloponnesian League 
Athens + Sparta (Thirty Years Peace, 446 BC) 
Not to interfere in each others’ alliances 
***therefore to avoid 
Corinth sends a fleet to epidamnus
Met by Corcyra in their waters; 
When Corinth looks like they are winning, Athenian commander joins battle since Corcyra now being attacked 
Battle of Sybota, 433 BC – won by Athens and Corinth 
Athens has attacked one of Spartan’s allies, Corinth BUT Sparta is slow to declare war so doesn’t 
Incident #2- Potidaia 433-430 BC
Corinth and Athens 
Dual allegiance to Corinth as mother colony with appointed magistrates but also part of Delian League, paying tribute to Athens 
During Battle of Sybota, Athens send ultimatum to expel Corinthian magistrate; refuse 
2 yr siege 
Incident #3: the Megarian Decrees 432 BC 
Athens places an economic sanction in Delian League area on Megara 
Cant use harbour Nisaia (which leads to harbour of Pagai) for trade route across the isthmus 
Leads to Megaran starvation 

Outbreak of War 
Spartan embassies to Athens: 
1) free Aegina (457 BC) 
2) end siege of Potidaia (433 BC) 
3) repeal Megara decrees (432 BC) 
Athens consults the Delphic Oracle; 
Apollo says will help them whether call on him or not 
Spartan ultimatum, 431 BC 
Ask Athens to voluntarily disband Delian League 
“The Spartans desire peace, and we would have it if the Athenians set free all the Greeks” 
Spartans use their centuries old propaganda of being “liberators of the Greeks” 
4th c, liberate Greek city-states from tyrants
5th c, liberating from Persian empire 
now, claiming to liberate all Greeks from the tyrant of Athens 
Spartans begin war by invading Attica with king Archadimus II

The Archidamian War (431-421 BC) 
Spartan strategy 
1) invade Attica and offer battle; Athenians never take up that 
couple of spring/summer months, leads to pillage/plunder and go home
2) build up fleet and stir up Athenian allies since Athens fortified well with walls 
total war? 
Spartan strategy not total war since NOT complete destruction of each other at the start 
BUT how does it become total war? 
Rules of engagement and limits disappear 
Spartans start to cut down Athenian olive trees (staple of Athenian economy; olive trees take 30 yrs to be established, therefore cripple economy for 1 generation) 
Athenian strategy 
Pericles or Thucydides? (cuLearn#12i) 
Thucydides believes that Pericles could have won the war if the Athenians had listened to him
Loved Pericles a lot 
Perciles dies in 429 BC (2 yrs into the war); Thucydides lives to see the end of the war to see Athens surrender unconditionally; did pericles put his theory of what Athens should have done to win war into mouth of Pericles; benefit of Thucydides’ hindsight 
Perciles “the wise advisor” 
Makes Athens seem as tragic hero hindered by tragic flaw of ignorance 
Suspicion caused by the fact that everything he guesses, comes true (point-by –point everything comes true) 
‘Pericles’/Thucydides’” Strategies 
1) avoid battle woth Spartans 
stay on defensive -> evacuate Attica; do not meet Sparta 
2) do NOT expand empire 
reply on fleet and phoros of the tribute money of the Delian League that is strong (Spartans don’t have money so do not 
Athenians only agree to first strategy 
BUT 2nd strategy is very un-Pericles like, since he is one of the most aggressive imperialists Athens ever had; led raids onto Penopolese, on Spartan territory
1st strategy sounds good in theory but in practice bad since Attica space of 2589 square kilometers into an area of .25 square kilometers; hated by farmers who had their property of lands being plundered from inside their walls; also disease of plague transfers faster in 250,000 ppl in such a small area  in 1st yr of (culearn #13: typhoid fever; contamination of water by waste; killed around 33% of popn, all ppl infected) 
breaks down entire order of society 
Pericles removed from office 
Offer peace due to 
Fickle mob re-elects Pericles as general next yr
Affair at Plataia 431-427 BC 
Thebans coup-etat of state 
Couple of days later, Plataia rise up in revolt 
Sparta send fleet to Plaitaia and Athens 
Plataia (500 citizens only) 
Siege of Plataia, 429-427 BC – King Archidamus 
Siege and Counter-siege 
SPARTANS build a palisade (wooden wall) around Plataia to encircle it to prevent goods from getting it and wait until they surrender or starve 
Then when realize they will  not surrender, Spartans build a mound to go over the walls of Plataia 
PLATAIANS take measures to counter the Spartan strategies 
Make screen (mudbrick, wood, hide) 
Undermining in order to bring down Spartan mounds 
Inner counter wall built higher than outer defensive wall to retreat to if the outer wall is broken into 
SPARTANS respond with siege engines to break into the walls; use  battering ram engines; try to burn since a small area btw mound and wall; saved by lightening and rain 
Spartans respond with system of double circumvallation (2 walls, with Spartans in btw in order to be surrounding the Platians ) 
2 yrs later – 427 BC 
Spartans known for their generosity and fair to its defeated enemy; take each Platian alone to ask how served them or their allies, killed each one (200 and 25 Athenians) and all women were sold into slavery, city plundered 
Sparta IS BRUTALIZED 
Mytilene 428/7 BC in Lesbos 
Revolt during war
Cleon and andrapodismos (execute entire male adult popn of whole island of Lesbos and sell women into slavery 
Athens BRUTALIZED (almost) 
BUT, next day, they repent from this and take another vote to counter-attack this decision 
Arrives right on time befoe executing begins
Culearn#14
Pylos/Sphakteria 425 BC in Messenia 
While taking shelter there from a storm, realize if they put up a base there, can make a helot revolt on Sparta to occur; make sure that Sparta can no longer send fleet therefore end of war 
Spartans attack Athenians from land and sea on island of Pylos 
Attack of Brasidas; don’t care for ships security, just get those Athenians 
FAILS since an Athenian relief fleet arrives; provoke a naval battle 
Spartans, not known why, only send a 3rd of their naval force, Athenians easily win 
Athenians build a constant guard around the island of Sphakteria; Sparta sues for peace for 200 men on island; Athens (Cleon) refuses to make peace; Athenians refuse to give back Spartan ships and attack the island and fight a land battle fighting the Spartan soldiers with javelins (Spartans have been going for weeks without food); 120 Spartiatai surrender instead of fighting to the death; ASTONISHING since 50 yrs earlier, ancestors fought at Thermopylae to death the Persians, Thucydides says they are corrupted and of less quality; taken as hostages which end annual invasions of Athens; Sparta now in weaker position 
Epiteichismos of Lakonia – curcumvalation – to build a wall around something 
Athens seizing positions in Penopolese to encircle Spartans with strong, in order to cut away of Spartan possibilities in battle; to isolate them (from allies, etc) 
Sparta takes offensive after 
Take Brasidas, Athenian general, don’t give him Spartan troops; make proclamation in penopolese that whichever helot fights loyally to Sparta under Brasidas will acquire freedom. 
Brasidas attacks Athenian colony (437 BC) near Mt. Pangaeus, which contains most gold and silver mines of Aegean 
Thucydides fails in defending it 
422 BC counterhead when Athenians send Cleon to face Brasidas, where both die in battle 
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- Peace of Nicias, 421 BC (cuLearn 
· Cleon – Athenian 
· Brasidas – Spartan 
· Once both dead, peace can exist 
Lasts until 413 
Athenian politician and general Nicias negotiated this 
Epimachia for 50 yrs (lasts no more than 8) 
Athens and Sparta supposed to go through arbitration of disputes 
Never used 
2 most powerful states don’t know who to choose as arbitrators 
prisoners returned 
full Spartan citizens captured at Spartica
“subject states” liberated 
Athens give up control of Delian League 
Captured territory returned to original 
Athens want Amphipolis again (gold mines in mt pipholis) 
Pylos return to Sparta for slave revolt 
***this treaty, as others, tries to go back to status quo 
Sparta had to get their Delian League to agree on terms to swear on this treaty 
Creates problem in ratification since only signed btw Athens and Sparta 
Flip coin on who returns 
***only thing that happens out of this is: 
Spartan prisoners returned 
8 yrs no direct war 
*******READING 16 CANCELLED SINCE MISSED CLASS*****

2 Greek colonies ((S)Egesta v. Selinous) of Sicily at war 
(S)Egesta have ally of Athens; 
send help and also decide to subjugate the whole island of Sicily (100s of city-state of Greeks and Carthaginians and the Sickils native ppl) 
Syracuse over 300 yrs old; founded by Corinth, strong navy, good army, as powerful as Sparta and Athens since Persian Wars 
Was Athens nuts for attempting to subjugate Sicily? Thucydides: YES (cuLearn #17); left the whole penopolese as hostile to them behind them while Xerxes had allied all of them 
The Debate: politics polarized (cuLearn #17i) – 415  BC 
Thucydides says the Athenians were subject to agnoia – misled by their hubris (arrogance) and passion to go through this
Nikias: opposed to expedition; unrealistic, enemies at home 
Lacimidonians are gonna send their fleet 
Should secure old empire before seeking a new 
Sicily = populous and distance 
Just got out of war and sickness 
****dealing with Pericles way 
Versus 
Alcibiades: in favour of expedition 
Emotional argument 
Young; not even 30, old enough 
All opposition is ad hominem 
Power politics arguments 
Populous Sicily but always changing govt 
Exaggerated numbers of Helot 
If we are not rulers, we shall be subjects 
Thucydides: Athenians  making tragic decision and sealing their doomed fate 
The larger picture: 
Strategy of pericles (don’t expand) 
The tragic pattern (agnoia/ignorant and hubris/pride) 
The Sicilian Expedition (415-413 BC) 
The Athenian Force 
100 triremes (20,000 rowers and crew)
500 hoplites + 300 cavalry 
light infantry ? (at least double heavy infanrtry)
From Delian league 
50 triremes (10,000 rowers and crew) 
1000 hoplites 
3 (!) Athenians commanders 
Alcibiades + Nikias + Lamachos (aristocratic politician and experienced general) 
Expedition undermined by serious sacred religious crime 
Omen – giving an indication of what will happen with the expedition 
Foretell disaster to happen to expedition 
1. Mutilation of the Herms 
boundary marble posts all around Athens 
erect penis
sign of threat and aggression 
good luck 
Hermes head, god of boundary and travellers (protecting them) 
Toppled and mutilated weeks before 
Thucydides uses this as another 
Aristocratic symposium parody of the Eleusinian Mysteries 
Goddess Persephone and Demeter 
Performance of secret rites in front of non-members; offends Demeter who brings them famine when angered 
Alcibiades implicated (could be death penalty); flees to Sparta, betraying the entire Athenian mission to Sicily 
BUT exaggerates the threat; conquer all of Italy, Sardinia, Spain, Carthage and then attack Sparta 
Alcibiades Activities in Sparta (cuLearn #18i) 
Betrays Sicilian expedition details 
Advice in war: 
1) send Spartan commander to Sicily 
2) fortify an site in Attica year round when invade Athens 
3) rouse Ionia and the Persians 
***all this does end up happening; but not certain if Alcibiades said these all; Thucydides says that he did
When Athenians arrive in 415 BC with a fleet and army, try diplomacy; doesn’t work except with a few 
Syracuse – 
Ortygia – naturally fortified with harbours and sea 
To the north, had the epipolai heights 

Strategic mistake of Athenians
Attack Syracuse and no real ending 
Winter in other areas of Sicily 
Come back next year; plan siege warfare to build a wall around it and want to starve it to death
Nikias 
Athenians send reinforcements with more ships and men 
Circumvallation fails completely 
Gylippus (Syracuse) 
Harbour blockade at the Great Harbour of the Athenians 
Naval battle in the harbour; Athenians beach their ships and fleet; have no fleet, starving, therefore, do a retreat overland to Allies, leaving their wounded and dying to the mercy of the enemy 
Cut to pieces until surrender 
Destruction of the Expedition (cuLearn #17ii) 
Total known losses (no light infantry) 
Athens: 160 triremes (32000 men) 
6200 hoplites + 300 cavalry 
38 500
Allies: 
65 triremes (13 000 men) 
2200 hoplites 
15 200
prisoners held in cattle pens to starve to death 
both commanders beheaded 
Thucydides 
Consequences of the Sicilian Expedition 
1) Delian League/Athenian empire changes 
tribute ends in 413 BC 
EITHER 
Complete revolt v. tribute cancelled by the Athenians that year knowing better to do themselves than to have them revolt 
Some stayed loyal 
2) cash flow problems -> emergency fund
3) open war with Sparta 
***exactly as Nikias predicted 
Athens cannot 
Farm 
Draw silver 
Slave revolt in Attica in south; 20,000 run away to join Spartan Dekelia 
The Dekelean/Ionian War, 413-404 BC
Alcibiades (rumours 
Final advice before leaves Sparta 
1) interfere with Ionian states 
2) form alliance with Persia 
flees to Ionia 
claims to be working for every side possible in the war 
Persia in the War (cuLearn #18ii) 
Satraps 
Lydia = Iodia 
Hellespont = Phrygia (entry into black sea; secures Athenian grain supply) 
Satraps and Lydia 
Treaty of Miletus, 412/11 BC (cuLearn #18iii)
Lysander (Spartan politician responsible  and Cyrus (prince of 2 sons of Persian King living in Lydia) 
Delian League Revolt 412/11 BC 
Only Samos stays loyal only because Athenian fleet is stationed there 
Athens ends up in civil war 
Statis in Athens 
Oligrachs (rich aristocrats in Athens = heavy infantry) 
Say democracy has ruined Athens 
Versus 
Democrats (lower classes on Samos = rowers in fleet) 
Oligarchic coup, 411 BC 
Intention -> wide oligarchy (“the 5000”) 
Actual -> narrow (less than number on boule) oligarchy (“the 400”) 
Begin political purge of execution of political enemies/reign of terror 
Demos revolts (2nd time in Athenian history) 
CIVIL WAR 
Fleet mutinies – attack Athens???
Alcibiades 
From richest of the rich and sympathizes with the aristocrats 
Negotiates an emergency govt of 5000 – said best govt by ancient historians 
Thucydides’ history ends (410 BC)
Now, Xenophon’s Hellenika 
1 year is missing 
worse than 
Year 407/6 BC: 
Athens: 
Alcibiades recalled -> commander of chief strategos autokrator (one guy put in charge; word used 
Sparta: 
Lysander (navarch 407 BC) 
Catches up with Athenian fleet, Lysander defeats the fleet while Alcibiades was negotiating with the Persians 
Kallikratidas (navarch 406 BC) 
Athenian fleet blockaded at Lesbos 
Battle of Arginusai, 406 BC 
Kallikratidas (140 triremes) 
Commander on right end of battle line in land hoplite 
Athenian relief fleet – 8 strategoi (150 triremes) 
Untrained crews -> metics 
8 out of 10 generals sent to maintain this inexperienced army 
divide themselves into 8 contigents; line up in 2 contigents, focusing only on right hand of the Spartan battle line 
on 1st pass, Athenians trying to pass, some ship 
diekplous – reverse and attack from behind while enemy is in array 
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Consequencs of the Battle of Arsingui
Athens 
Execute 6 strategoi (2 flee) 
Slave 
Generals for sacrilege and incompetence for leaving soldiers in water behind 
Sparta 
Lysander (violent imperialist) in charge again 
Sues for peace 

Battle of Aegospotamoi – 405 BC 
Route really 
Athens lose substantially 
160 triremes 
4000-5000 troops
no fleet and army with grain route and under mercy of Spartans 
Athens surrenders unconditionally April 404 BC 
Destroy Athenian power NOT Athens itself 
Terms of surrender (Lysander)
Free subject states (Delian league gone) 
Athens join Peloponnesian League 
Athens pull down fortification walls 
(city, Piraeus, and Long Walls) 
fleet of max 12 ships (no longer 
dismantle democracy 
govt of 30 tyrants (oligarchy) 
The Thirty Tyrants, 404 BC 
 Archons and council do not vanish 
BUT 30 men control all laws and foreign policy of Athens 
Lysander hand picked them; ppl thought Lysander was trying to compete with the Spartan kings 
Very narrow oligarchy 
Purpose: overhaul the Athenian constitution 
2 factions within 
extremists: leader = Critias (the govt of 400)
executed plato? 
Moderates: leader Theramenes (the govt of 5000)
Weaker voice 
Extremists hold power 
Purge political enemies (kill them so get their property) 
Causes a reign of terror 
Theramenes executed early 403 BC 
Extraordinally popular 
Causes democratic backlash (3rd time in history) 
Battles in Piraeus 
Thirty flee to Eleusis 
Mediation by King Pausanias (Agiad) of Sparta
Restores democracy in 403 BC in Athens 

Consequences of the Peloponnesian War 
1) end of the “High” Classical Period
when city-states are at their highest 
ppl like Socrates and buildings like Pantheon 
peak of Greek culture 
2) end of Athenian dominance 
3) balance of power shifts between poleis 
old alliances break down
extremely short-lived alliances 
ex: my enemy’s enemy = my friend 
4)  Persia more prominent (money!) 
5) Spartan empire 
doesn’t recognize nor have resources to rule 

The Fourth Century 
City-states – to 360 BC (Sparta, Athens, Corinth, Thebes) 
Macedon 
Philip II (359-336 BC) 
Unites all of Greek empire 
Alexander the Great (336-323 BC) 
Conquers and defeats the Persian Empire 
The Hellenistic Period (323-146 BC) 
Alexander’s Successors 
By end of 4th century, Greece is different 
Koynae Greek = 1 unified Greek used by all 
Sources
Xenophon -> fan of Sparta 
Hellenika (410-362 BC) 
Client of King Agesilaus (encomium)
Always pro-Spartan: knows all the high 
Anabasis “journey up-country” (401 BC) 
Country = Persian empire 
Orators (Demosthenes) 
Numerous other historians (fragmentary) 
Most of these accounts are lost 
***** MOST 4th c. and Hellenistic literature is lost *****

Politcal Factionalism in Sparta 
1) the imperialist faction (Lysander) 
the most powerful man in the state (even though born into not very important family) 
“liberators of the Greeks” 
from Athens 
from Persia, again
Eurypontid kings 
Succession crisis in 400 BC 
Agesilaus -> Lysander’s friend 
2) the conservative faction (Agiad Pausanias) 
problems “at home” (not helots!!!) 
-> decline in Spartiate population 
479 BC = 8000 Spartiatai (Hdt.) 
418 BC = 3500 Spartiatai (Thuc.) 
394 BC = 2500 Spartiatai (Xen.) 
371 BC = 1500 Spartiatai (Xen.) 
*** to be a Spartan, need to have a min amount of private property, which is being concentrated with a few number of ppl, no new helots 
changes in warfare: expense! 
Siege warfare 
Mercenaries (foreign soldiers need to be paid in order to 

Spartan Empire overseas 
Replace Athenian control with Spartan 
Former Delian League states -> Ionia) 
Betray ally Persia 
Imperial administration 
Garrisons 
Locals, mercenaries, perioikoi (citizens outside area, ex-helots) 
Spartiate harmost “fixer” 
(military commander) 
dekarchia  “rule of 10” 
prominent local aristocrat loyal to Lysander himself (later Sparta) 
narrow oligarchies – local pro-Spartan aristocrats 
annual tribute 
(money and troops) 
****GOV’T OF OCCUPATION*****

Lysander and Persian Succession 
412 BC: Lysander helps Cyrus in bid to take Persian throne from brother Artaxerxes 
open reolt 402 BC 
Sparta sends 10 000 Greek mercenaries (Xenophon) 
Xenophon’s Anabasis 
Battle of Cunaxa 401 BC 
Sparta’s War on Persia (400-387 BC) 
Agesilaus 
Persian king uses money to pit the 4 city-states against each other and builds their navies to harass Sparta in Laconia 
Thebes
Corinth
Argos 
Athens 

394 BC: Sparta’s annus horribilis
Battle of Haliartus (Boiotia) 
Generals = political enemies 
Lysander 
Pausanias 
Therefore Lysander attacks too early in order to not lose control is killed, and king Pausanias is deposed and exiled for not coming in time to Lysander’s help 
Thebes powerful 
394: Invasion of Laconia? -> Agesilaus recalled 
Argive-Corinthian sympoliteia (c/w synoikism) 
Agreement citizenship in Argos and Corinthia share citizenship and political and military policy 
390 BC: Agesilaus attacks Corinth 
wants to take over and remove it from 
Acrocorinth – fortified place bigger than Athens itself 
Harbour at Lechaion 
City many times bigger 
Corinth hold city and land 
Agesilaus takes hold of harbour 
Lasts months in a siege 
Spartans must attend religious festival of Apollo 
Have to come back 
600 Spartan hoplites walk along Corinth to escort Spartans back 
cavalry continue on and hoplites go back 
incident at Lechaion 390 BC 
light infantry harass Spartan phalanx 
Consequences of Lechaion 
military: mixed armies rule 
hoplites are vulnerable; need to 
political: Sparta sues for peace 
Peace Treaty, 387 BC (cuLearn #19i) 
Spartan: Peace of Antalkidas 
Persian: The King’s Peace 
Koine Eirene or “the Common Peace” 
First multilateral treaty -> ALL Greek poleis 
Terms of the Koine Eirene 
1) disarmament clause 
Sparta no flee; Athens fleet 
Returning Spartan dominance on land and Athenian dominance on water; reinstating dual hegemony policy 
2) exiles clause? 
Ppl exiled for political changes 
All exiles are allowed to return to their civil states -> recipe for civil strife 
3) autonomy clause 
all Greek city-states are free except for 
Asia Minor belongs to Persia 
Athens controls grain route 
No garrisons, no Leagues (ex. Peloponnesian) 
4) the “guarantee clause” 
signatories must join to punish any state that violates the clause
Problems with the Treaty 
 Spartan manipulation 
autonomy and guarantee clause; use these as an excuse to interfere in other states 
disband other Greek alliances 
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Spartans occupy Thebes 382 BC 
Liberated in 379 BC 
Pelopidas and Epameinondas 
Both aristocrats but both are willing to collaborate to make Thebes powerful 
Want to rebuild Boiotian League 
Boiotia = the Dancing of Aries 
Want to rebuild Thebes as centre of the boitian league, to challenge the Delian and Peloponnesian league 
But different, not a hegemonic or bicameral League, but a federal one
Federal assembly; not bicameral, one assembly for everyone 
Federal treasury (one only) 
Federal court (subject to same laws) 
Federal army 
4th century BC – causes Thebes strength 

Attempts at peace 
5 more Koinai Eirenai (375-362 BC) 
Sparta and Athens fail to recognize the power of Thebes, and do not allow it to be part of these peace treaties 
Thebes cannot be recognized 
The Battle of Leuktra – 371 BC
Spartans (King Kleombrotos) v. Thebans (much smaller army, Pelopidas and Sacred Band of Thebes) 
Othismos – shove match/fighting 
Standard hoplite battle 
Winner = side that doesn’t fall into pressure 
Ppl usually killed in pursuit when ranks are broken 
Pelopidas = military genius 
50 men deep on left side (usually on right) in face of King Kleombrotos 
Oblique line of boitotian allies
Cavalry battle 
“crush the head of the serpent” – take out king and the hippeis; happens and first time for Spartans to lose a King in battle since Leonidas at Thermopylae 
Spartan army destroyed 
Casualties
Spartan 
400 Spartiatai (30%) OF 1500 total popn, meaning cant maintain 
king Kleombrotos
1000-4000 others 
MANY “tremblers”; cant afford to do so, so law has to sleep about cowards, since will lose most of their population 
Theban Innovations at Leuktra 
Massed hoplites 50 deep 
Best troops on left 
Oblique line; adopted by Alexander 
Cavalry co-ordinated with infantry 
Adopted by Philip I and Alexander the Great 
One detachment acting individually; Sacred Band (composed of 150 homosexual lovers), free to act individually 
Aftermath of Leuktra 
Theban Hegemony (371 -362 BC) \
Epameinondas south -> neutralize Sparta 
P -> Athens and allies 
Arcadian League 
Revolt in Messenia – freed by Thebes 
Perioikoi of Laconia now signing treaties with Thebes; used to be so loyal to Sparta 
Theban invasion 370-369 BC – invade the Peloponese 
Create four major fortified cities around Sparta to isolate it to not be able to 
Wallig in epiteschmos ? of 
366 BC – disbanded Peloponesian league 
Theban Hegemony in the North (Pelopidas) 
Target Athns and its allies NOT necessary since 
Marches to Thessaly, Macedon 
Interferes in the dynastic succession; makes them inferiror to Thebes 
Argead royal family of Macedon 
370, King Amyntas III dies 
has 2 sons and a daughter; so not known who is the heir 
Pelopidas supports Alexander II and takes prince Philip II as hostage to Thebes to be assassinated should Alexander 
Assassinated by brother-in-law Ptolemy of Alorus 
The End of Thebes (9 yrs later) 
Pelopidas killed in Thessaly (364 BC) 
Epameinondas killed in Peloponnese 362 BC 
Small battle won by Thebes 
Greek city-states in the 350s BC 
Sparta down and out 
Thebes in decline 
Athens alone – social war btw leader and allies of failing to restore Delian League 
Macedon’s power increasing (20 yrs, unites Greek world and conquers the Persian) 

Themes in the Fourth Century
1) crisis in the polis system 
colonies, synoikism, sympoliteia (sharing of citizenship), diokismos statis (oligarchs v. democrats)  
federal leagues, empires (Persians), kingdoms (Macedon); = signs of crisis
2) massive dislocation of population 
poltitical exiles -> statis (refugee, stateless) 
therefore, become MERCENARIES (military; hired NOT citizen soldiers)  
3) changes in warfare 
Lechaion (390 BC), Leuktra (371 BC) 
Use hired stateless ppl as soliders NOT citizens 
Rise of professionalization; mercenary = profession, or Sacred Band; Sparta no longer has the advantage 

The Rise of Macedon 
Major capital cities of 
Pella 
Algai 
Dion 
Border state 
Extreme northern edge of Greek world 
1991 – Republic of Macedonia 
claim Alexander as their hero 
claim everyone is Macedonian since Alexander conquered almost all of known Greek world 
***hot political topic today about who claims/owns what 
Philip’s kingdom 359 BC
Macedon in ancient world was a buffer zone for Greece to the South and barbarians north, east, and west 
5th/6th c BC, work to keep the hinterland barbarians out of the Greek city-states 
strong Macedon = important to well-being and development of Greek world 
therefore have constant security threat and open to outer influences 
constant greek meddling in the Macedonian autonomy 
NOT quite Greek? Decided by Greeks that the average Macedonians are not Greek but the Royal Family is 

The Argead Dynasty 
‘barbaric’ and ‘old-fashioned’ type of leadership 
direct descendants of Homer’s 
Alexander claims to be descendent Heracles and Achilles
Kingship -> criteria 
1) birth (but not primogeniture; order does not matter) 
2) ability -> warfare
precarious position: 12 kings in 40 years 
type of rule? Absolute rule or “first among equals” 
the Hetairoi “Companions” – noblemen of families around the royal family 
relied on for govt and military and form elite cavalry 
royal drinking parties – king sharinf wealth and sharing honour with his companions 
BUT all rules are off, so anyone can say anything they want without punishment 

Philip II: Military and Diplomatic Genius: 
One of best kings of Macedon 
Comes to throne at time of great threat to Macedon by Illyrians 
Bribes them to go home 
1) military reforms (cuLearn #20i) 
described by Alexander 
incorporates Theban innovations: 
deepen hoplite line 
oblique advance 
coordinate cavalry attack 
additional ideas from barbarian cultures 
professional elite infantry 
hoplite equipment (not bulk heavy infantry) 
new spear = sarissa (2-3 times longer than hoplite spear); creates much greater reach 
smaller lighter shield of pelte, before was only used by light infantry 
Macedonian phalangite; attached to arm and cannot be moved without moving shield 
2) centralize control of the army 
was a feudal army before woth war lords raising private personal armies 
bans these to create one national army under his own personal control 
3) diplomacy: negotiation 
famous for diplomacy and used negotiation to buy time for other things 
buy time to 
position troops in a 
bribe army 
5th column – infiltration 
***negotiates in bad faith
4) diplomacy: marriage alliances 
7 wives to create kinship diplomacy 
1st wife from Illyria 
2nd wife from Poaenia 
Thessaly 
Epirus 

POLICY: Consolidate borders then expand 

1st yr – bribes Illyria and marries from them  
2nd yr – attacks and invades Illyria 
Epirus wife = mother of Alexander 
Thrace 
Interferes with Mt. Pangaeum (silver/gold mines) 
352 BC – Thessaly and Hellespont 
340 BC – Fourth Sacred War 
Philip takes hold of the grain as its making its way from Hellespont to Athens 
Declare sacred war of Apollo at Amphissa for supposedly cultivating sacred land of Apollo at Delphi 
Call on Philip as defender of Apollo 
The Battle of 
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April 3rd
 
The Battle of Chaironeia (338 BC CuLearn 20ii)
 
-        Thebes stands with Athens to fight the Macedonians
-        Thebes has an alliance with Macedonia
-        During the time of king Phillip II
-        Battle was back and forth throughout
-        Phillip ends up winning after a long time
 
Consequences
-        Thebes is treated harshly because it went against its alliance with Macedon
-        Athens had never been an ally so when they fought it was as a independent state
-        Phillip treats Athens very leniently because of their naval power
-        Wanted alliance for future plans
-        Phillip conquered the Greek world
The League of Corinth (Alliances of all Greece)
-        Koine Eirene But… replaces all previous alliances
-        Persia is not in this alliance
-        Guarantee clause – pro-Macedonian stability
-        Synedrion “council”
-        Philip hegemon
-        Result: peace and stability across Greek world
-        Philips purpose:
o   War on Persia 337 BC
o   Begun to invade (needed Athenian fleet)
 
Philip assassinated 336 BC
-        killed while celebrating diplomatic marriage
-        Pausanias killed him
-        Alexander benefits the most from Philips death (becomes king)
-        Heir presumptive (assumed alexander is the guy to take over)
-        Heir apparent (someone who has been named as successor) Alexander is not that person
-        Status of royal women depends on if their child will succeed
-        Rumors of Alexander’s mom was the assassin
 
Alexander
-        takes out the rest of Attalas’ family who threaten his reign to be king
-        then proceeds to take out blood from rest of royal family
-        alexander is portrayed as good looking young man who never loses a battle
-        spent most time abroad from Greece and spends 2 years in Persia
-        sends back dispatches of his victories
-        Alexander named “the Great” by Romans
-        Plutarch writes biography on Alexander and compares him to Cesaer
-        All sources written 300-600 years after death
-        Epitome means maximum (to cut away)
 
Alexanders rule
-        suppress revolt in Greece (city states want independence after Phillips death
-        Darius III funds revolt in Greece to remove troops from Persia
-        Thebes revolts and Alexander crushes it
-        Suppresses all revolts within a year
-        Invades Persia with small army of 32000 infantry and 5000 cavalry
-        Learned from Xerexes not to take too large of an army
-        Uses locals who are loyal to him
-        Funds come from local regions as they proceed through Persia
-        First stop is Troy
-        Family has conquered troy in the passed (Decedant of Herecles and Aquiles)
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The Battle of Gaugamela 331 BC 

Alexander the Great 
13 yrs of the 200 yr 

The Battle of Gaugamela 331 BC 
Decisive cavalry charge at disoriented enemy army 
Darius III flees (within a year, assassinated by his own followers) 
Ultimately wins ; although does suffer great

Babylon (unbelievable wealth/power), Susa, Ecbatana, Pasargadae, Persepolis; heartland of empire opens with the taking of these Persian Empire cities 
Alexander becomes:
Pharaoh of Egypt 
Great King of Persia 
King of Sumer and Akkad 
LORD OF THE UNIVERSE 
330 BC – sacks and utterly destroys Persepolis 
why? 
Sacking of Athens in 480 BC 
Bet by prostitute – as told by historians 
Late sources by pro-Alexander historians 
Really, it was that the army runs wild expecting loot and plunder, taking it without his permission 

The Eastern Campaign 
More battles that achieve very little to subdue the Eastern Persian empire 
Herat, Kandahar, Samarkand 
Afghanistan – forbidding mountainous difficult terrain, therefore no one was able to conquer it except for Alexander 
Military option? None 
Resorts to diplomacy by marrying a local princess, Roxana
India (326/5 BC) – Himalayas 
Signs of trouble 
Over-extended 
Nominal control – in name only is Alexande leader of the Eastern 
“Client kings” and “subject allies” 
Battle of the Hydaspes River – 326 BC 
Indus River 
King Poros (war elephants with spectacular army) 
Horses are terrified of elephants
Alexander wins with heavy loss of infantry 
Ends up as client king; therefore nothing changed 
It is said that his goal was to reach the Ganges River 
Doesn’t make it since army mutiny at Hyphasis River 
Sick and tired of worthless warfare, weather of monsoon season where their leather rot on them, 
Alexander retreats south to the coast 
Could have went back home 
But chooses to march across the Gedrosian desert (loses 25% of army from famine, thirst, heat) to punish his army for mutinying 
Best friend and right hand man, successor Hephaistion dies in Ecbatana in 324 bc 
June 10, 323 BC, Alexander dies in Babylon just finishing the funeral rites of his friend 

Alexander’s Impact 
 1) The Hellenistic Period (323 to 146 or 31 BC) 
“in the style of Greek culture”; because he took Greek culture into great multicultural Persian empire 
reciprocal affect of culture; Greek on other and others on Greek 
2) Alexander the Myth 
changes history as a discipline as a study of the past and literature, its recording 
“The Alexander Romance” (4th – 16th AD) Late Antique, Medieval, Renaissance for 2000 years 
Greek, Latin, Armenian, Syriac, Hebrew, French, English, Scottish, Spanish, Italian, Slavonic, Romanian, Hungarian, Turkish, Arabic, Persian, Ethiopian, Mongolian 
Amazons, Sirens, Centaurs 
Alexander’s burning desire for knowledge’ explores the depths of the sea
Like Gilgamesh 
Problems with his myth 
Alexander and his claims of divinity 
Oracle of Ammon, in Siwah Egypt 332/1 BC (cuLearn #22ii)
Rams horns, as son of Ammon, Zeus 
Normal for Egyptians to worship Pharoah as living god, but Greeks do not worship living 
Alexander’s Medizing (takes Persian customs) 
Kleitos, 328 BC – kills him in drunken state with a spear for his criticizing him; goes 
Proskynesis experiment, 327 BC (cuLearn #22iii) – attempts to bring this practice to Greek/Macedonian court 
Klelisthonees (hand-picked court historian; to write his own propaganda for him; own propaganda ) refutes this and is executed 
Mass wedding at Susa 324 BC 
Stateira, marries Persian princess (friend takes her sister as a wife)
Soldiers forced to take Persian wives 
Opposition to Alexander 
Conspiracy of Philotas, 330 BC (Persepolis burned; loss of control over army)
Philotas tortues, out in sham trial and is executed, since does not speak of the 
Father = Parmenion, also executed since cannot (caused Alexander to win the Issus 333 BC and Gaugamela 331 BCl; best general of ) 
Conspiracy of the Pages, 327 BC (same year of the proskynesis experiment)
Young Macedonian noble teens who serve Alexander; executes them as well
Mutiny at the Hyphasis River, 326 BC (Gedrosian desert) 
Mutiny at Opis, 324 BC (mass wedding, troops disbanded) 
Punishes them by sending them home 

What did Alexander Accomplish? 
1) Undefeated (?) military commander 
Brilliant and very inventive military commander 
2) aim for world peace? 
Unify Greek and Persian cultures, to create super-race (cuLearn #22iv) 
3) stable and lasting empire? NO 
signs of good administrator 
at death, was raising army to conquer Arabia 
Did he just die too young? (36 yrs old) 
Was there no viable heir? Did he create a stable rule of succession
#1 = Hephaistion (d. 324 BC) friend possibly homosexual lover and commander of cavalry in his army 
affair with Barsine – Heracles 327 BC 
dis in 323 BC, Roxana is pregnant with Alexander 323 BC 
Stateira is assassinated 
SUCCESSORS in 323 BC= half–brother Arrhidaios “Philip III”  with co-king Alexander IV
317 BC, Arrhidaios is assassinated in 317 BC  and Olymphias grandmother in 316 BC, and kill baby Alexander in 310 BC with his mother and then Herakles in 309 BC by generals called Diadochoi “Succesors” who fight within themselves for generations to carve up the empire of Alexander as they pleased  
Antigonos – Pergamon 
Attalos – Pergamon 
Ptolemy – Egypt – Alexandria 
Seleukos – incredibly shrinking empire since revolt with death of Alexander – Antioch 
***they all take Greek culture outside its coasts and create centres of their intellectual culture 
2nd c. BC, Romans begin to take over 
168 BC, 146 BC, 133 BC, 63 BC, Cleopatra VII 31 BC with battle of Actium when sides with Ptolemy and not Octavian 
GREECE DOES NOT DISAPPEAR; JUST DOMINATED BY OTHERS 


How Alexander changed writing of history
The “Great Man” Theory of History
Seeing world historical events in a personal manner; begins with Alexander 
The hero tale; the earliest form of writing in the world; Sumerian Gilgamesh, focus on personal exaggerated accomplishments of the hero 
Written by praise poets and chronographers 
Subverts tragic pattern 
Pothos “desire”; hunger to conquer and learn; exact opposite of rational thought, form of agnoia, which leads to destruction of tragic hero 
Hybris – man who claims himself to be equal with God 
Alters nature (Tyre) by behaving like a God by making a peninsula into an island; other king who changed island into a peninsula 
Nemesis? He does not get 



