Lecture 1:
1.10.2013

What is a child?
The meanings we ascribe to children are social and cultural. The physical difference are variable. 

Definitions:
Children: Real embodied children who are growing, learning working, and playing
· Experiences are shaped by gender, class, race, sexuality, location, etc. 

Childhood: Abstract concept
· Refers to childhood as a social institution, cultural representations, and discourses.
· Marked by understanding of gender, class, race, sexuality, location, etc.
MUTUALLY CONSTITUTING REALMS  

First aspect that shapes what we think about childhood:
1) Boundaries:
a. When does childhood end?
2) [bookmark: _GoBack]Dimensions: 
a. What qualities distinguish children from adults?
i. Moral/Juridical
ii. Epistemological/Metaphysical (At what point does an individual acquire adult reason and knowledge) 
iii. Political (The right to vote, the right to hold office, military) 
iv. Physical (Your ability to take care of yourself) 
3) Divisions:
a. How is childhood subdivided from other age categories? 

Conclusions by David Archand:
· Conceptions of children vary according to boundaries, dimensions, and divisions.
· Adoption of one conception rather then another reflect prevailing general beliefs, assumptions, and priorities.

Feminist Perspectives on Childhood:
2 key insights:
· Child is not a neutral category
· Childhood is not a universal experience.  


Final Conclusion: 
- We need to be careful of the concept of childhood because it suggest a common experience.
· To the contrary, the experience of childhood is shaped by gender, race, class, and sexuality
· Childhood is a social and historical construct 
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