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Scope of course – west and east – AD 14-700 
Major Themes
How did ‘being Roman change 
How did historians explain Rome’s changing identity? How did they shape Rome’s narrative? (Livy, Tacitus)
What kind of unity existed in the Mediterranean?
Continuation of themes from (2904)
And emergence of Islam in a world dominated by Rome/Iran, role/place of Arabs in pre-Islamic period 
Readings 
B. Campbell, The Romans and Their World – down to Constantine
A.  Cameron
Suggested reading schedule on WEBCT soon 

Will cover 
Quick recap from 2904: tenure of Augustus (today, Weds) 
The Julio-Claudian Emperors 
Return to civil war – 68/9 AD
The “Five Good Emperors” 
More civil war 
Septimius Severus, and Third Century Crisis 
The fabulous Elagabulus 
Rise of Empire of Iran: 400 years of war with Rome 
Chrsainity and Constantine 
The quiet fifth century 
Splits btw east and west 
Justinian and Theodora 
King Arthur and the end of Roman Britain 
Islam 
The End – 636 AD

Evaluation and 
Simple basic analytical questions that must argue something and prove it with 

5-7 pgs: Short Assignment – Wed. Mar. 13

No late papers unless medical note or a compelling reason; no retro-active medical notes 
Check web ct by 6am to make sure that it is or is not cancelled 

What did you miss if you didn’t take HIST2904; don’t worry, Tacitus has the answer 
Roman historian Tacitus talked fall of political republic Roman system 
Tacitus: Annals, summarises CLCV 2904 
“When after the destruction of Brutus and Cassius there was no longer any army of the Commonwealth, when Pompeius was crushed……..and finally by corruption.”
One of few examples of early revolutions; no
Augustus, also called Octavius, came back to rule Rome as one man, since he provided strong rule 
Republican state destroyed by ambitious men 
Marius/Sulla 
Caesar, Crassus, Pompey
Antony, Octavian (=Augustus; religious name by Senate since ended the civil war)

And… Cleopatra (lover of Caesar and Antony) 

Octavian became Augustus – revokution to monarchy, with façade of Republican government 

Concealed power: auctoritas, gravitas (authority bestowed through establishing peace)
Message Augustus preached: Roman moral rebirth, peace, reconciliation 

Distract people from truth 
Violent mass-murderer who overthrew the govt 
Reminder: sober verdict of Tacitus 

also
We now call Rome ‘Empire’
But: had been ‘Empire’ for some time 
Process began after 1st punic War (ended 24 BC) 
Accelerated after end of Punic War (ended 202 BC)

by end of Republic 

last term 
rebuilding Rome by Augustus after 100 yrs of Roman Civil War 
new forum 
Ara Pacis: message of peace, renewal 
Res Gestae – wrote history his way, only included what he wanted 
Religious renewal – elevation of patron deities, e.g. Apollo literary efforts: Virgil, Horace, Propertius – Actium, victory, peace, Antony as barbarian/eastern despot 
***significant propaganda effort to Roman ppl to make them believe living in strong peaceful Rome 

Augustus: Rome’s first emperor 
Picture of him as a priest 
Now the things not done in 2904
Augustus’s 
Family and associates 
Administration (great unlike Alexander 
Augustus as showman 
Religious policies – establishes idea that Emperor could be worshipped 
Augustus and the army disaster in Germany 
Legacy – great man of history, or tyrant? Or both? 
Augustus and those around him 
Family of Augustus 
Was not shy, as most Roman aristocrats, to use his women for political purposes 
Octavia – marriage and then divorce to mark Antony 
Daughter Julia, married to ideal successor 
25: daughter Julia = Claudius Mercellus -> successor 
Julia = Agrippa 
Julia = Tiberius (12 BC) 
(alas, poor Julia, exiled to an Island and starved to death)
3rd wife, Livia 
important role – his confidant
Caludii
Adopted in will –> merged both families Julio-Claudians
Created a dynasty of 5 emperors, ending with Nero 

Associates – devoted and unwavering support to Augustus 

Maecaenas
Equestrian 
Rise of the middle class; stable successful empire comes with a strong middle class– name for horses
Etruria 
Not from Rome, but from Tuscany; was unthinkable during the Republic to have someone from far away to have so much power  
Patron of the arts 
Diplomat – force behind 
8BC; died out of favour with Augustus in shame 

Agrippa – his general 
Augustus was a bad general – hid in a bush 
Birth 64 – obscurity 
Military brains of operation 
Put his name on: Benefactor, admin – sewers, Pantheon, etc. 
Political heir – would have become next Emperor if not had died 
Children with Julia, 5 – 2 mist important Gaius and Lucius (more later) 
Co-consular colleague; proconsular imperium 
Died in 13 BC

Political heir 

JAN 9 – Augustus and administration 
Consummate administrator 
Disdain for those who didn’t 
Plutarch, Mo
How to manage empire of 50 million? = big question for Agrippa 
2 things 
1. Restructuring of senate (old men) and equestrians (horse = middle class) 
make Rome look like ‘model civilization’ for others to imitate 
did not force their culture on others; made it so attractive and sophisticated that people wanted to imitate them 
senate/equestrians 
idea of service in senate that to serve Rome and its ppl, not their own personal interests 
morality, proper Roman values 
changed ancestral property qualification 400K -> 1,000,000 sesterces to become part of the senate 
tight control, use prestige; turned it into an exclusive limited club that everyone wanted to enter 

Equestrians became backbone of political organization
equestrians more open – became key part of admin and support for Augustus
membership: Italian, provincial elites
had supported him as Octavian 
rewarded 
****Augustus created a small senate loyal to him and had pushed the middle class as his base of support 
only equestrians could join the navy; prestigious 
special commands/careers 
naval fleets 
legionary commands e.g. Egypt 
praetorian guard (imperial bg) prefects 
become kingmakers 
***Augustus built up equestrians to run the empire (didn’t care about the ppl; cared for equestrians and a little for the senate)
scribes, taxmen; became bureaucracy of the empire’s palace
general administration 
3 levels to Empire 
Rome 
Italy 
Provinces 
Rome 
Capital of empire 
14 districts under magistrates – city-councillors 
Top Man – prefect of the city – Senator 
Subordinates – grain, water, river Tiber, etc
Grain – sold it to ppl for lower than market sale 
***point was to turn it into a model capital, worth living in, worth admiring, so ppl said that Romans are worth emulating 
Italy 
Popn: 5-8 million 
All free men were given citizenship and were exempt from tax 
Did not last long the no tax since taxed all Romans 
11 regions – Augustus left most cities alone 
hallmark touch of the Roman effective administration that they left the cities, especially in the East, Syria and Palestine, 
Provinces 
Divided into senatorial and imperial provinces 
Senatorial 
Governor, former consul/praetor (highest ranks in the Empire)
Rank of prosconsul (has power over consul although not elected into it)
E.g.: places where almost nothing happened 
Sicily, Transalpine Gaul 
Imperial 
Propraetorian legate – appointed by the Emperor 
Eg: Syria, Pannonia (militarily unstable) 
Egypt: special case 
Gave it to his governor friend and kept it that way 

Provinces 
Very flexible system 
Not much unity 
Blunt imperialism = Meant that Roman ideas, culture NOT imposed 
Idea: provide peace/stability, make ppl WANT to be Roman 
Empire = mosaic of people; multicultural Commonwealth 
Common factor = under control of 1 Empire 
Prototype of modern European Union  

Augustus as showman = able to manipulate ppl
Suetonius, Life of Augustus, 43: 
Augustus surpassed all predecessors in frequency and magnificence of shows
Built on legacy of Julius Caesar – lavish 10 day party 
Use of spectacles – gain loyalty, admiration of ppl 
Known that he funded them, and attended them was admired 
Model for future 
Nazi parades 
Best way to promote your ideology to mass numbers of ppl 
Res Gestae: text 
Ch 22: importance of games 
Gives many many examples for how he made so much contributions to the ppl 
Augustus used shows 
Generosity to ppl 
Piety to gods - religious procession and sacrifice always included to promote piety
Devotion to family 
Promote ideas of piety, family values by his attending the events as a role model for the Roman ppl 
Ex: Secular Games, 17 BC 
Ordered by Sybilline Cycles (Romans believed time worked in cycles of 110 years) – celebrate new saeculum 
Coincided – laws on adultery, family practice 
Powerful connections 
Be religious, faithful to wife, good to family and good Roman 
Horace : 3 days – prayers, sacrifice, theatre, races
Apollo and Diana 
Message = Augustus brings new age of peace, prosperity, piety, virtue
Not everyone go it: Ovid, for example 
Augustus at games 
Attentive as opposed to Julius Caesar 
Made himself very visible so ppl could see their emperor 
Popularity of spectacles spread all over provinces due to their success
= Auustus’ aims 
spread culture 
cemented idea that Emperor is benefactor of the Empire 
link btw Roman culture and mass entertainment role of emperor as distributor of largesse

Religious policies and imperial cult 
Suetonius: Augustus very superstitious 
Exploited ritual, religious occasions 
Policy: restoration, renewal
Restoration (use of the old) 
Dignity of priesthoods 
Took position of pontifex max 
And others 
Restored and built new temples as well 
Followed a program of renewal
Rebuild relationship with gods – had ben broken in the civil wars 
Associated reforms and policies with various gods 
Ceres connected with distribution of grain 
Gave every administrative act an religious edge 
Promoted the gods close to his family
Venus (related to Julius Caesar) 
Apollo (his protector) 
Mars Ultor (the revenger = how he took revenge on those who murdered his adopted father, Julius Caesar) 
Idea of divinity of the emperor 
Models = Alexander the Great who had styled himself as a son of Zeus 
Eastern ideas – Julius Caesar, Egyptians 
***not new idea in world, but rather in Rome 
the imperial cult 
provinces – Spain, 27 BC – a tribune (high man) VOWED HIMSELF to Octavian/Augustus, since he is the benefactor of peace and stability 
imperial cult slowly established 
30: name in Salium hymn 
26: altars in Spain 
9: Asian calendar for Octavians birth 
8: festivals for birth 
14AD: deified by the Senate 
over time – grew 
forms varied 
usually focused on person of emperor 
links to Dea Roma, goddess, defied Rome 
***all: idea of Augustus as a saviour; saved the world of strife, brought a period of peace and stability to Rome 
over-time: normal part of life 

Augustus and the Army 
Major focus for Augustus 
Helped him 
Swore an oath to him NOT the state 
Therefore victories, campaigns became his success
After Actium war, what to do with the soldiers? 
300,000 -> civilian life 
land 
money 
aerarium militare
lump sum of 13 yrs service as a pension at retirement after 25 yrs of service
professionalized the army and bought their allegiance with this 
another step -> professional force 
finally, now, PERMANENT force 
occupation army, fought campaigns 
new terms standardized – years, enlistment 
20 yr voluntary service signed on
life expectancy in Rome at that time was 40 yrs if you were lucky 
legions named and numbered 
ex: 
II Augusta formed by Pansa in 43 with emblem was Capricorn (favourite of Augustus) – meaning strengthens ties to Augustus 
XV Apollinaris (sacred to Apollo) formed by Octavian, 41; emblem unknown 
XX Valeria Victrix (‘Valiant, Victorious’) emblem of Boar 
Auxiliary units 
Cavalry, slingers, skirmishers 
Specialisations – e.g. Syrian archers, camel archers 
Numbers - ? but at height thought to be 250, 000 (huge for ancient civilization) 
Allocations 
Rome – praetorians – paid more – royal military 
Overpayed, overpampered show soldiers, as seen by other normal soldiers   
Urban cohorts – police 
“Urban garrison” 
legions – assigned to imperial provinces – 28 in all 
6-8000 men/legion + auxiliary troops + cavalry 
fleet 
equestrian job 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
Republic -> Empire = Augustus 

What was the army doing? 
Rebellions in Egypt, Africa
25/4 Aelius Gallus, expedition to Arabia Felix (Yemen, for incense)
friend, Strabo, wrote book on Roman history perspective Geography
shows typical ethnographic ideas 
on Arabians, Strabo, Geography, 17
no navy – DESERT????
10,000 Arabs killed v. 2 Romans killed 
incest 
adultery punishment = death 
The Army 
Standards of Crassus, Antony 
Western campaigns against barbarians – especially Germans 
Campaigns in Armenia – Gauis Caesar (Agrippa/Julia) d.o.w. 4AD
Campaigns in Germany – Drusus, stepson, died 
9 AD 
most famous 
Quinctilius Varus 
Rebellion – Arminius (Herman) 
Lost 3 legions, 9 auxiliary brigades 
Tacitus: brigade and legion commanders nailed to trees 
Finds from excavation at Kalkriese 
Plium Arrow 
Legionary belt buckles 
Standard-bearer’s metal facemask 
Tombstone of Marcus 
Statue of Arminius in Germany – started 1839, dedicated at height of German nationalism, when the Germans defeated the French 
Has a football team 
American statue 
Erected by German immigranst in 1897 in Minnesota 
Tacitus, Annals, 1.61-2
6 yrs after the defeat of Varus, on Tiberius (future emperor) campaign to recover bones 
put the breaks on expansion into Northern Europe 
capped aspirations in Germany 
Rhine -> frontier 

Danube – new provinces, same problems
Fortification of the Rhine and the Danube to stop the Huns (Germans) from entering  

General idea – consolidation, not expansion; cannot afford to fight on the Rhine anymore and lose anymore armies
 
(Plutarch, Moralia, opinion of Augustus on Alexander the Great: “He felt astonishment, that Alexander did not regard it as a greater task to set in order the empire which he had won than to win it.” )
Augustus and the succession
Needed secure succession
Dilemma 
Name publicly – look like a monarchy 
Ro leave to chance? 
Had no son
Sol’n: marriage, indirect designation – “open secret” 
Through marriage and rumors established links to himself without publicly declaring it 
1st choice – Claudius Marcellus, son of sister Octavia 
died 23
approached Agrippa, his sister Julia’s husband, who ahd 2 sons, Gaius, Lucius, adopted by Augustus 
12: Agrippa died; Tiberius Claudius Nero = Julia 
6: Tiberius “opted out” for Rhodes 
Gauis and Lucius – both died on campaign 

Sol’n: Tiberius, 4 AD, forced to come back and be adopted by Augustus 
Hedged: Agrippa Pastumus (Agrippa/Julia) 
One more hedge in case: Tiberius adopted Germanicus (son of Drusus, brother of Tiberius) 
Agrippa Postumus exiled 
13AD: Tiberius became formal equal 
14 ad: Augustus died and Tiberius became emperor 
**** Succession is always an issue; easier with blood line, but even though, nature always intervened and killed potential candidates 
military campaign training; some died here 
education 
even if things look like they are going to work out, well organized, still variables exist 
the Legacy of Augustus 
how do we see him? 
Goals: cement power, support 
Disseminate ideology, image, name prosperity sanctioned by the gods 
21st century attitudes 
but not as good as he looks; not bringer of culture, but rather a mass-murderer for 
BUT 
Peace and stability 
Pleased many 
Results of his rule 
Senate small, elite group 
Raised dramatically the qualifications to enter 
Rise of equestrians, bound to him 
Plebs provided with food, games 
Army professionalized, loyal to him 
Swear an oath of allegiance to him NOT state 
One man: stability, no more divisions  
Instead of divisions of the republic 
Intelligent man 
Learned a lot from republicans from Sulla, Marius, etc 
Could not take supreme power 
Needed to mask it 
Managed to keep Republic in some sort of shape 
Did this by restoring, using old, and bringing in new ideas 
Final analysis – deserves our respect, even if we dislike his methods

PRAGMATIC = word to summarize Romans, they are practical and get things done 

Julio-Claudian Emperors 
Tiberius 14-37
Gaius = Caligula (little goose) 37-41
Claudius 41-54
Nero 54-68

Themes: 
stability of political rule 
relations with the senate 
are we really still in a republic 
religious issues 
birth of Christ 
foreign policy 
what to do about Varus and his defeat 
living up to Augustus

Tiberius 
bad ruler? – could have done a good job but didn’t 
some merits 
55 – old, when became emperor 
capable, well-experienced, well-educated 
but: instead of using these to become popular, he used fear 
reluctant ruler; came to throne because ppl died and ran away from politics 
3 phases of reign 
1) 15-23 – moderate; 
dealt with rebellions; 
death of Germanicus, 
trial of Piso (governor of Syria implicated in death of Germanicus)
rumour that was a deal btw them since Germanicus was a threat to the throne, therefore Piso poisoned himself before the verdict came out 
2) 23-31: dominated by Sejanus (general of Army) 
Built up command of a significant military force 
Senate supported Sejanus instead of Tiberius so he ran away to Capri island, opting out of his responsibilities 
3) 31-37: institution of informers: ‘delatores’ created because Tiberius suspected Sejanus: things go from bad to worse 
maiestas = trials for treason (dozens) 
Tacitus called the ‘delatores’ as “a clan of ppl invented for the destruction of the state”
Died in 37, did not prepare for succession 
Last-minute choice 
Gauis Julius Caesar Germanicus aka Caligula (little boots) 

Caligula 
Rumours: did he kill Tiberius? 
How do we see him? 
Tacitus – hates Tiberius 
Velleius Paterculus 
Career – at the centre of things 
Friend of Sajenus 
Mysteriously his work stops when Sejanus disappears after 30 AD 
View – from Principate – evolution of Republic 
Throne in 37 
Will of Tiberius – cancelled it 
Lots of enthusiasm for Caligula at the beginning but… then he went crazy 
Father was popular 
Only ruled for 4 yrs 
Appointed a horse to priesthood 
Suetonius, Caligula, 46
Spent all money in the Roman treasury 
Ordered the Jews in Palestine to worship a statue of himself; governor of Palestine smarter than that 
Jan 24, 41: murdered by 2 Praetorian Guards
Legacy? 
Albert Camus: rejection of Principate 
Movie: Malcolm MacDowell as Caligula 

Claudius 
Found behind a curtain; became Emperor unwillingly 
Discussions in Senate: bring back Republic? 
Soldier found Claudius 
Suetonius writes about him 
Claudius probably didn’t want the position 
BUT 
Savvy – 1st to use Prateorian Guard as “kingmaker” 
Donatives 
Built on Sejanus’ activities 
Ominous precedent for future 
Unlikely emperor? 
Ridiculed – intellectual not military 
Seneca (famous philosopher) ridiculed him through a religious ritual of his soul turning into a pumpkin not a bird going to heaven apotheosis 
Accomplished 
Caligula 
Public works 
Bad things
Promoted idea as Rome as a ‘melting pot’; brought provincials in 
Old trads
47 – took office of censa – used to do 
tax 
military info 
senate info
home life: not good 
bad choice of wives, advisers, e.g. Agrippina the Younger, mother of Nero 
military activities 
masterminded the invasion of Britain, 43 (Richborough Castle) 
added Thrace and Mauretania (N Africa) as well; interfered in Judaea/Palestine
JANUARY 16, 2013 
monotheistic Jews v. Roman polytheism 
Claudius and Britain
Beginning of permanent, 400 yr occupation 
Major impact on Britain and British history 

Nero 
When Claudius died, deified by Senate 
Murdered/hastened to death by Agrippina (Nero’s mother, to put her son on the throne ASAP)? 
Suetonius, Claudius, 44. 2-3, on death of Claudius 
In mushrooms handed directly by Agrippina 
Given a second dose in a syringe as a 
Nero’s ascension was well-prepared 
Supported 
Payed Praetorian Guard to keep their loyalty 
Presented himself as an Augustan candidate to Senate  
Respect 
Work with them 
Would not do anything new 
***shared power with Senate 
pedigree: claimed descent from Antony, Augustus, Claudius 
***started well… BUT… ended badly 
archetype of ‘bad’ emperor 
Pliny the Elder: ‘enemy of the human race’ 
Catalogue of crimes 
Killed mum 
Incest with mom (before) 
Married freedmen 
Bad actor – acting/theatre 
And “that fire” 
Built after the fire a palace Domus Aurea, ‘golden house’ – was the fire deliberate? 
Was placed at a natural intersection; bad placement 
Later Christian authors -> “antichrist” 
Strange ambitions 
Wanted to rename Rome as Neropolis 
***didn’t consider others in all his ambitions 
cultured man, artistically talented, continued Augustan spectacles 
performed himself (bad) – performing and acting; acting is worse 
59 AD: things go bad 
killed mother – why? 
Tacitus, Annals, 14, on attempt to kill Agrippina with ‘THE BARGE OF DEATH’ 
Cruise near Naples 
Escaped 
Neros assassins caught up with her and stabbed her to death 
Said that she offered her womb, for 
after the matricide – Nero became unpopular 
and Poppaea Sabina 
2nd wife – complicit in murder of Octavia (daughter of Claudius) 
daily bath in milk (Cassius Dio) 
murdered by a kick in the pregnant stomach by Nero (Suetonius) 
***Nice family (against Claudius family values) 
no incest
no matricide 
no having lover kill ur wife 
no killing wife

DEVELOPMENT V. TRADITION – question 
What else happened in the early Principate? 

Other aspects of the Julio-Claudians 
Developments v. tradition 
Some Augustan ideas kept; others developed 
Augustus connecting himself to Caesar to make a dynasty to gain legitimacy, dynastic principle 
Julio-Claudians continued this – all (except Tiberius) descended from Julii family 
Used legitimacy of Augustus 
Buried their ashes in his mausoleum in central Rome 
Coins, medals, sponsored public events 
Relations with the senate 
Let them believe they have power 
Serious discussions of bringing back the republic; 
Retained “idea” that it was doing something 
Over time, Julio-Claudians – blatantly more autocratic 
Tiberius 
Anxious beginning (like Claudius) 
Consulted Senate about policy 
Offered honours by Senate 
Declined like Augustus to appear good  
BUT in 30AD, became AD , became fed up and stopped talking, telling 
Comments of Tacitus 
Caligula 
Good start but fast became bad 
39: replaced consuls whenever wanted 
authoritative nature 
Claudius 
Return to tradition 
Censorship of senators he didn’t want and allowed him to put whomever he wanted
Augustan property qualifications 
BUT Claudius was the censor
Claudius and Caligula bothe enforced Augustan separations btw Senators and equestrians 
Nero 
Same pattern 
Good start -> discord, disaster 
Nero, imperator (overtone of dominance, autocratric) near the end of his career 
*This family pattern = normal, crazy 
they all tried to keep what Augustus had done while still trying to expand their own power in their own ways 
Julio-Claudian foreign policy 
Augustus – conservative; clients; diplomacy 
Cassius Dio, 56.33: the will of Augustus, and the ‘limits of empire’:  
No pt to bring Germany into the empire 
Message: Don’t expand; consolidate 
Tiberius – followed…sort of 
Avoided conquering other states 
Intimidated the Germans by parading his military up and down the Rhine river 
Built up military 
Caligula ?? reign too short since assassinated 
What about the other two? Go against Augustus’s will 
Claudius (out for glory) –invaded and occupied southern Britain 
Nero – meddled in the east, in particular Judea
66 – First Jewish revolt – causes?
Nero – sent Titus Flavius Vespasianus…better known as? 
Revolts, uprisings in provinces – few 
Main issues 
Taxation 
Presence of Roman power 
Turmoil in Rome – related to aristocracy 
Squeezed out by imp power 

What happened to the big blue-blood families who had run the empire? 
Casualties of Sulla, Marius, Octavian…
Now – implicated by each new emperor 
Murder, suicide, execution, assassination 
Easy targets: disliked 
Imperial excess; use of freedman (Narcissus); lack of imperial self-control (Nero, Caligula), etc. 

(Rome and the east – Autumn course) 
Religious matters 
Imperial cult strengthened 
Dynasty of Augustus link helped 
Apotheosis of Augustus 
What was the apotheosis – deification of emperor 
Body placed on pyre
Procession 
Priest 
Release eagle from pyre to sky symbolizing 
Julio-Claudians - cult of living emperor took off
Claudius, 43, temple/altar at Colchester 
Nero – cultivated iconography/link to Apollo /sun god
Believed he was Apollo in the flesh 
Continued idea of divine emperor 
And a new faith – CHRISTIANITY 
Ideas popular of ‘gospel of Augustus’ – parallels with birth of Jesus 
Demand for Saviour (incidentally, same argument for Islam sometimes…) 
Demand for an era of peace 
Role/place of Judaism 
Main problem (as for Christians) – faith not compatible with imperial cult of worshipping the emperor 
Romans really liked stirring the pot 
Caligula, statue in Jerusalem 
***How was problem solved?
Make a sacrifice to their God for the well-being of the emperor 
Despite compromise – difficult position
Excluded from being top magistrates, army commands, etc 
Tolerated specific type of Judaism 
Mainstream for Romans – Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes fringe – basis of rebellion in 66
These categories “invented” by Josephus, historian 
Zealots – desire to be liberated from Rome – Messiah to lead them out of this 
So what about Jesus? 
From historical perspective – problems with Sadducees 
Sadducees -> paint Jesus as zealot – thus became a political problem for Romans, therefore crucified (Jesus as a political agitator) 
**combination of messianic and the political 
at beginning, Romans and Christians ok since Christian leaders agreed to work with the state 
Christian leaders – compliance, pay taxes, obey emperor; kingdom of God is still to come 
Romans confused – what is Christianity?
Claudius thought Christians were a cult of Judaism, “type of Jew”
Nero – problems – needed culprits to blame for his mistakes
Tacitus, Annals, 15, on the persecution of Christians by Nero
“arrested…not so much on the count of arson as for hatred of the human race” 
“they were covered with wild beasts’ skins and torn to death by dogs; or they were fastened on crosses, and when daylight failed were burned to light the night” 
Suetonius: ‘class of men given to a new and mischievous superstition’ (so, suspicion) 
Fire that happened 
Easily targeted 
Attacked 
After Julio-Claudians, Christians would live in insecurity and would be persecuted 

From Galba to Commodus 
Famous time – “Year of Four Emperors” 
Failed succession of Nero and his suicide 
Before death of Nero 
Paranoia – everyone hates him; feels everyone is out to get him 
Compelled suicide 
Orders military ppl to commit suicide 
Ex: Corbulo 
Next on list: Galba suppresses rebelling Windex (Gallia 
Relevance of Histories today 
Failure of political leadership 
Financial turmoil 
Moral bankruptcy
Used in modern commentaries – ex: UK Prime Minister Gordon brown compared to Galba – ‘capable of ruling, if he’d only known how to rule’  
Civil War – yr of 4 emperors 
Historian Tacitus – cynicism, sarcasm, witty
“Pizo was a man whose reputation was better than his luck. Two of his brothers had been executed… He himself 
The Year of the Four Emperors
Contestants 
Galba – the dandy 
Otho – the traditionalist 
Vitellius – the insensitive one 
Vespasian – ultimate victor, no-nonsense career officer 

Galba 
Old conservative family – power being squeezed by rise of the equestrians 
After Nero, Galba as a senator, support from Senate, Praetorians make him emperor
Tacitus, Histories, 1.5: “I do not buy soldiers, I choose them.” 
Meaning does not bribe them
Problem since they were used to getting the money 
Galba in Rome
Trials maiestas
no Senate 
role of flunkies – military officers and some senators
result, after 6 months? Alienated his support; senate and equestrians 
Galba’s problmes 
Character – not charming like Nero 
Army – alienated it; now only 
Only one loyal legion – and sent it to Pannonia 
Alone when Aulus Vitellius (January, 69) proclaimed emperor 
Vitellius = legate for lower Germania 
Galba’s response: Piso, to win back the senate
Verdict of Tacitus 
Ignorant of ‘modern’ politics 
Didn’t understand need to appeal to everyone 
Could have gotten away by only pissing off the sENATE 
Still looking to Augustan ways 
Jan 69 – murdered by Praetorian guard 
Next player in the game OTHJO JAN 15 -1PR 14, 69 (Vitellius still in Germnay) 
Feb, 69: Vitellius is back – n. Italy, 60K troops
Civil war 
Otho? Distinguished roman exit of suicide, Apr 14, 69
Acquired respect… Plutarch, Life of Otho: 
3rd contestant = Vitellius, Apr 19 – Dec 20, 69
April 19 – proclaimed emperor 
Let army pillage, rape, burn 
Fired the Praetorian Guard to put in his own army 
***These actions in Rome did not help; rather hurt him  
Lived in Neros house in fight to get rid of nero (Domus Aurea)
***good soldiers, crappy politicians 
meanwhile, in the East
governor of Syria, prefect of Egypt, and commander in Judaea 
commander = Titus Flavius Vespasianus = ‘Vespasian’
middle name to Flavian dynasty who were so successful – other Romanized ppl took this name as their Roman identity 
July 1, 69 – declared emperor by his troops 
Actions at Cremona 
Actions in Rome 
Finally – Vitellius defeated since lost support of his legions
Vespasian acclaimed Emperor 
Civil war finished – what now? 
Why war, anyway? 
Not constitutional war – nobody fighting for resurrection of the republic, not bringing back democracy
Memory of Nero -> division in political life 
Otho, Vitellius -> Populist, monarchic view of leadership 
Galba, Vespasian -> Senatorial view of leadership
Other aspects: 
Declining power of the Praetorians against the provincial armies (power curbed a bit) 
Army ‘characters’
Army of Syria (commanded by Vespasian) v. Persia 
Army of the Rhine v. Germanic barbarians 
Army of Danube v. Germanic barbarians 
Rivalries btw armies, commanders 
69 – not a good yr 
Capitol burned 
War in PALESTINE/Judaea 
Vets, deserters in countryside 
Admin 
***All restored in 2 yrs by Vespasian (a proper emperor; best emperors who can appeal to the widest number/types of ppl) 
Flavian – in Constantine’s name 
The “Flavian” dynasty 
Vespasian, 69-79 
59 yrs of age when became emperor 
equestrian background 
served in legions – and as praetor 
consul 51
proconsul in Africa 61 – Tunisia 
earlier, in Judaea for Nero (66) 
Characteristics 
Modest 
Cautious – took time in decision 
Realistic 
*Reflective of best military traits 
Vespasian – set about repairing damage 
Succession – publicly declared Titus his son as successor 
B. 39 
Many postings, achievements 
Sacked Jerusalem 
Prepped for takeover
Cos 7x, 
Bodyguard of Vespanius 
Wise and popular choice ‘love and delight of whole human race’ (Suetonius) 
Famous event in reign: eruption of Vesuvius in Pompeii
Account – Pliny the Younger 
Lawyer; nephew of Pliny the Elder 
Correspondant of 
Pliny the Elder – decided to “take a boat and see what’s going on” 
Account: Pliny the Younger, Letters, 66, to Tacitus 
Nerd – reading Livy
Then begins to notice something is not quite right
The aftermath – after walking around
Describes eruption and tsunami – emitted poisonous gas 
Then ash came and buried all of Pompeii 
Herculaneum – buried by mud  
Pliny the E killed in eruption; Titus helped out; won more popularity
Domitian – 2nd son of Vespasian, b. 51 – CRAZY one
Damnatio memoriae – erased from history after death for being so bad in life 
Verdict of Suetonius – ‘live in poverty and infamy’ 
Passed over for Lucinius Mucianus 
Rivalry of sibling
Under shadow of brother; felt overpowered by him 
Other problems as well 
Domitian kept at arms’ length 
Overshadowed by Mucianus, Vespasian, Titus 
Peace and war in East and West 
West – home and away 
Home 
Mucianus 
In Rome, diplomatic with beaten soldiers temples, destroyed buildings 
Away – WEST 
Chatti (Germania) – Civilis 
“Empire of the Gauls” (Britain, Germany, Spain) – lots of help 
Roman govt cannot protect and govern them well
Britain permanently leaves; Gauls quit when the going gets hard; happens 4 times
Tacitus: “appealing to the Gauls in the name of liberty, to the Batavians [German tribe] in the name of glory, and to the Germans for loot.” 
Threat: 8 legions faced them –alliance cracked 
Away – EAST 
Major difficulties 
Jewish War – began 66 vs. Gessius Florus, procurator (magistrate) 
Vespasian 60K in Judaea; almost 1/3 of Roman military strength 
Summer 68: problems from Jerusalem to Dead Sea
Delays to 70
70 – Titus in the east; 5 month siege of Jerusalem 
serious Roman attempt to eradicate political opposition 
temple burned, town sacked, and then siege of Masada 
Masada: hilltop fortress on Israeli side of Dead Sea 
Built by Herod – 36-30
Zealots – 66, vs. Roman garrison 
Finally: Romans vs. Eleazar ben Yair 
Incredible example of Roman siege tech
Eleazar faced capture, torture, crucifixion – or suicide 
Famous event: 960 inside the fortress killed themselves 
Info from Josephus – took part in revolt and then switched sides to explain Jewish side to the Roman audience 
1st c. Jewish historian 
Yosef ben Milityahu 
In writing explained Jewish side
Pushed for compatibility, reconciliation 
Josephus, Jewish Wars, 7: suicide at Masada
Draw to kill each other 
Josephus, Jewish Wars, 402: 
Roman respect for enemies even when defeat them 
Masada excavated in 1960s/1970s by Israelis 
Bodies in caves 
Ostraca (trash paper in ancient world) – lots; dozens, dozens, probably used to draw lots 
Used in Greece to record exiled ppl names therefore word ostracized 
Name on one “Ben Yair” – maybe???
Role for modern Israelis 
IDF – oath of allegiance 
Symbol of resistance to outside invaders 
After revolt crushed 
Judaea – province of the empire – under rule of the praetorian commander 
Occasioned a new diaspora 
Sanhedrin vanished
Temple destroyed, prohibition against new one
New taxes -> Rome 
Used to be paid to temple; now paid to Rome 
In Rome today, Arch of Titus 
Menorah 
Silver trumpets 
*****CENTRE V. PERIPHARY 
When centre is weak, periphery takes advantage 

JANUARY 23, 2013 
From Galba to Commodus 
Peace restored
Flavians – confidence in empire restpred 
Problem though coup vs. constitution 
69 – Senate 
imperial powers – ‘birthday of reign’ – yr 0 with Flavian 
took all imperial honours immediately – absolutist monarchist approach 
backed by acclamation of army 
Imperial title (ie form of address) fixed now
Imp [erator] 
Caesar – link to Julius Caesar and augustus 
Vespasiasnus name  
Aug[ustus] – aura of the man – shorthand for the emperor 
Religious connotation made by senate when given to augustus 
Use -> institutionalize supremacy, power vs. Senate 
What else??
Vespasian – like Augustus – also manipulated opinion (like Augustus, think of new beginning with peace) 
Power of past 
Civil wars  - like other wars people remembered 
69: Vespasian emperor – also centenary of battle of Actium – Cleopatra 
exploited this 
visual art = mass media of ancient world 
minted coins with Vespasian’s face; reached all of Roman world 
permanent consulship for Vespasian – in their face all the time 
Templum Pacis (altar of peace), made it facing Augustus’ tomb 
***Vespasian was the other Augustus – everyone knew who was in charge, especially senate, but played game for the ppl
Conscious effort -> heir of Augustus’s tomb 
Efforts to distance from Nero – eg Domus Aurea taken down 
Lake drained, famous building built 
Colissuem -> more accurately ‘Flavian Amphitheatre’ 
Significant – handed ‘Rome to the Romans’ 
Imagery of restored, reconstituted Rome 
Sound familiar at all? 
½ Like Augustan & ½ like ***Constantine is the type of emperor who is unseen and shuts himself in his palace where he does mix with his ppl 
the future 
Suetonius, Life of Vespasian
‘dared to tell the Senate that his sons would succeed him, or he would have no successor at all’ 
absolutist approach 
Domitian, Titus 
Princeps iuventutis – the young prince’s brother 
Daughter = Augusta 
Temple to Flavians
Imperial cult strengthened 
special attention to Egypt 
supported his rise to power 
Vespasian 
Reorganized provinces 
Admin 
Potential threats 
Moved some of the armies and reassigned soldiers around to break out the unity 
Increased taxes to bring in new revenues 
To rebuild rome 
Establishment of academic chairs in rhetoric 
And...
Public projects 
Land, agriculture, subsidies 
***like Augustus, pay attention to Admin 
came to power by a military coup somewhat like Augustus 
therefore very focused on army: important for safety 
distrusted praetorians < legions 
ops 
Germany – angle of Rhine/Danube 
Britain – well documented via Titus/Agricula (father in law) on Romanisation to Britain 
Laziness bad – working good 
Humanities 
British wanted to learn Latin because gave them advantage in system 
Thought being civilized but were being subjugated 
Serious issue though 
Many things had military purpose not for the ppl 
Yet provided civilian benefits as well  
Example – roads to easily transport troops and army NOT ppl
Stane Street – Roman road – btw London and Chichester (Lat. Noviomagus Regnensium) 
**success through concessions to the ppl
Frontiers 
Roads, forts etc. built up during this time 
What was frontier like? 
Not a static lne (eg like Berlin Wall)
Porous…built for control, monitoring, taxation 
We will come back – eg. Hadrian’s Wall, Jordanian frontier defences
Only in very specific situations eg Syria, built to block 
***NOT borders, rather frontiers 
In the east – got power from Egypt and Syria – loom of threat from Iran 
Vespasian – took apart client system and made them into permanent station of six legions 
Vespasian and Titus ok 
Domitian ? Different story 

Improved safety in west 
With canube 
In east – took down the power of possible revolts 
***almost totally repaired all damage of Nero 

Domitian, 81-96: tyranny 
81 – Titus died mysteriously (possibly killed by Domitian)
Domitian – through praetorian and senate, obtained full rule 
15 yrs, sept 18, 96, stabbed death conspiracy by wife senate (similar to Tiberius begin good end bad)
81-89 – sort of quiet rule time
90 – Antonius Saturninus (Upper Germania ) rebelled 
after this paranoia
Domitian and Senaye pronlem s
93: persecution of senate, jews, Christians, and philosophers (very rare philosopher thing) 
also was paranoia to his imperia family 
sources: Tacitus, Pliny (the younger), cASSUIS dio juvenal 
Domitian not “all bad” – some continuities from dad and bro 
Finished colosseum
Baths/temples 
Honesty among governors 
Continued work with land, agriculture, etc
Innovations too
Suetonius – forst to insist on ‘lord and god’ and insisted on eastern-style absolutism (prostration and feet-kissing) and produced vast numbers of statues of himself 
Offended senate 
Massively increased pay of the army (popular move not good for treasury; effects seen after death)
Admin: freedmen < equestrians 
***good and bad emperor 
Flavian era saw continuation of long social trend 
Provinces become stronger
Augustan era: Roman elites < Italian elites 
Flavian era:  Provincial elites > Italian elites 
Why? 
Peace in provinces 
Spread of Roman culture and ideas (“Romanisation”)
Activities of Flavians – built up provinces – included them

Result: many provincials in Senate, high commands in Army 
Later: common to have emperors from provinces 
Germanic barbarians become emperors 

End of Flavians – gives way to Antonine Empire 
96-192
provincial emperors 
Spaniard emperors – Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian 
Narbonensian (southern Gaul) – Antoninus, marcus aurelius, commodus 
Contemporaries – golden age 
‘the universe has becomea single city. The whole…” Aurelius
stable happy prosperous peaceful empire 
height of pax romana (roman peace)
stable admin, not crippling taxes, loyalty to emperor 
universal rule under benevolent emperor 
augustus/Vespasian influenced 
roman world = commonwealth where everyone can be included 
underlying this
shift from offensive (Trajan) to defensive (Marcus Aurelius) 
new reality for Roman Empire 
Nerva: 96-98
Conspirator’s choice 
From Narnia 
Old family, Cocceii Nervae
Bland choice – boring safe choice 
Verdict of tacitus 
Reconciled liberty and principate (early imperial rule) 
Gives Nerva his approval 
Underneath his dull style, there was a bit of fragility 
98: praetorian prefect: Casperius Aelianus 
Plutarch: praetorians could ‘usher emperors in and out, just like actors on the stage’ – issues with army 
Nerva was crafty 
Adopted a military man in oct, 97: legate of upper Germania, M. Ulpius Tranaius – Trajan 
Senate liked this 
Caesar – junior name for augustus / emperor 
Tribune power 
Imperium of proconsul 
‘Augustus’ 
marked out as successos to Nerva 
kept Trajan away from Rome in Rhine
Nerva short reign, but practical
Gave period of stability after damatian 
Chose successor 
Chosen for merit; 
Trajan would turn out to be an inspired choice; height of Rome 
Why good choice? Best emperor who could satisfy the most 
Connections in armies
Prestige in army 
Provincial origin 
Son of senator – enough of a traditionalist 
***ideal candidate? – was an alchoholic 
Nerva: natural detah 
transition to Trajan was peaceful and smooth 


Trajan, 98-117
Born 53 ad – italic (spain) 
Father – proconsul of Asia, 79-83
Military career – won fame 
Reputation of skill 
Share work with soldiers 
Sources on him positive 
Uncomplicated military man 
Correspondence btw Pliny and Trajan 
Moderate, efficient, sensible, practical, logical
Popular 
When became emperor, came humble, took off armor and entered Rome walking to the ppl, to show them he was one of them
At 60 – jumped into Euphrates ‘to have a swim’ 
Behind modesty – held power 
‘A soldiers’ soldier’  - as prof says over and over 
similar to Alexander the great 
Like Vespasian – everyone knows who is in charge  
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From Galba to Commodus 
Tragan’s Dacian Campaign 
Dacia
Dacia = Romania 
Problem area from time of Domitian 
Kind Decebalus – friend or enemy 
Looked to east, Parthians -> enemy 
Did Tragan want to change the Danube fromntier? No…
Pliny ‘you do not fear war, not do you provoke it’ 
Varus has instilled in the Romans: 
Fear of barbarians – can be taken over by them 
Insecurity 
Desire for glory 
Huge success 
Great mineral wealth in Dacia 
2 yr war ended with sack of Sarmizegethusa 
in 106, Trajan went back 
settled Dacia with Romans 
title: Dacicus Maximus 
cash used to beautify Rome 
civil places/public infrastrtucture – good way to win political capital with the ppl
new Baths built on Esquiline Hill 
Used Domus Area 
Massive complex – gymnasia, places of relaxation 
Only a little bit left 
New forums and markets built 
Space for 150 shops, 3 levels 
Built by Apollodorus of Damascus (bridge guy on Danube) 
some of this is still standing 
forum 
massive statue of Trajan 
centre: law court of Basilica Ulpia 
other side: Trajan’s column 
markets 
Greek and Latin libraries 
Later – temple to Trajan (later to Hadrian) 
Fell in 800 by an earthquake; quarried! 
****but forum, markets, etc. grand celebration of conquest 
wealth going to the Roman ppl
Trajan’s column 
In Middle Ages, was a tourist attraction 
Law of 1162 – if you damage it, can be killed 
16th c. – Pope Sixtus V changed it from statue of Trajan and statue of St. Peter 
religious use helped ensure its survival 
point? 
Monument to wars 
Tomb of Trajan – probably 
Sculpture scrolled around column illustrate victories over Decelabus 
Great detail 
Roman soldiers crossing Danube 
Trajan’s orders 
Masons at work 
Barbarians 
Very structured 
Decebulas – earned suicide 
Good to Romans – when cornered and cant win, accept your loss 
Trajan in Arabia (Syria, Jordan, Mesopotamia) 
Arabia
Annexation of Nabataean kingdom (Jordan/ Southern Arabia) (Rabbel II) 
Wealth from trade – incense 
Capital: Petra 
Hegra (today - Madain Salih)
Bostra in Syria 
Petra (means rocky) , the Siq
The treasury – massive – tomb for Nabbatean king 
Greek and Eastern artwork 
800 tombs 
the Monastery 
6th church mosaics 
carbonized papyri 
show Arabic used in 6th c. before islam in Petra 
Greek church inspcription
Tomb of Sextius, Roman governor of Arbia 
**Southern Arabia = Yemen 
Hegra – the other Petra 
Du-Shara – Nabataien deity 
Boule = meeting hole of councilors of the city 
AlFarid – most famous tomb 
10-15 yrs to be built 
Major work in province 
Roads 
Forts 
New capital: Bostra (now in Syria) 
Dating system was reset to 0 to year Trajan annexed it: ‘era of Bostra’ (take date, then add 150 to it to get the AD date) 
Trajan in Mesopotamia 
110 – faced problems in Armenia – Parthians 
Parthian king got rid of Armenian king and put Parthian puppet king 
114 – Trajan captured Armenia to annex it as a province 
115-116 – Trajan had other ideas; new campaigns 
made Mesopotamia a new Roman province 
land btw the Tigris and Euphrates rivers; prevents attacks from others since fertile land now out of reach 
not without problems 
114/5 – massive earthquake in Antioch (Syria) 
115 – widespread Jewish revolt 
affairs settled by 117 – ready -> Rome 
died in Cicilia of natural causes – adopted next emperor, Hadrian, shortly before dying
Trajan took over spice trade – great wealth 
Trajan’s legacy 
Alexander the Great 
Cassius Dio, 68.29-30, on Trajan at the Persian Gulf: memories of Alexander the Great 
Conquering Arabia brought Rome wealth due to spice trade 
Conquering Mesopotamia wrong since put Rome in other ppls wars (Hadrian Pulled out of Mesopotamia right away) 
Govt? pliny 
‘Here is something that I hear for the first time, that is emperor is not above the law, but that the law is above the emperor’
model emperor? 
Better than Nero who thought himself absolute 
Governed with Senate 
Believed his life became owned by the Roman ppl when he became emperor; sense of duty 
Acted as pater, father, benefactor 
Benevolent soldier king? 
‘Jovian’ idea of kingship 
Jupiter – king of gods 
Explicitly 
Roman goct = commonwealth with universal govt with leader as gods viceroy/representative on earth, backed by the gods 
Will reach true expression with Constantine 
Generally good legacy 
Worked with Senate 
More provincials in govt 
Trajan from Spain 
Used council of friends (cf. Alexander)
Increased position of equestrians in govt 
For those emperors who came later – dazzling 
[if only one could be] ‘more fortunate than Augustus, and better than Trajan’
conquests – especially in E. 
buildings 
style of rule
Hadrian, 117-138 
Aug 8, 117 – the official version 
Or did Trajan plan it all along? 
Plotina – wife of Trajan – active behind scenes 
Praetorian prefect 
Both pro-Hadrian 
Hadrian marked out for a while 
Only male relative 
Major post, in Syria 
Career under Trajan’s eye throughout 
Spanish – Jan 24, 76 
Senator background 
118, Consul 
fought with Trajan – Germania, Dacia, Mesopotamia 
part of ‘council of friends’ 
Hadrian the person 
Historians divided 
Intellectual; 
Rebel 
Cruel 
Vain 
Determined to be admired 
Complex person – confounded contemporaries 
In common: comaprisons with Vespasian, Trajan, Titus 
strong
cultured 
strong military background 
especially popular with soldiers 
eg: speeches from Lambaesis (Algeria) – base of legio III Augusta 
also interested in 
hunting 
debating 
music 
architecture 
traveler 
nickname ‘Grareculus’ – little Greek
religious interests 
new cult of his lover Antinous 
died in Nile mysteriously 
Cassius Dio – said that Hadrian killed Antinous on purpose so he could be worshipped in the new cult 
Later, Antinous worshipped as god 
Authoritarian style – tightening of control 
His reign began with murder of 4 ex-consuls, confidants of Trajan 
Control problems – 
Could not accept advice 
Not good relations with Senate 
Inveterate traveller 
21 yrs on the road 
frontiers 
soldiers 
governors 
provincials 
What else? 
Pursued strategy of consolidation 
Abandoned Trajan’s conquests 
Armenia 
Assyria 
Mesopotamia 
Built many walls - Most famous example of ‘consolidation’ = Hadrian’s Wall 
Hadrian’s Wall – in Britain 
Part of a wider network of walls 
Multiple functions – control movement, tax, monitor, defend – not a barrier 
Very well-preserved in places
Began construction in 122 ad 
Antonine Wall – in Britain 
142 AD began to be constructed 
hypocaust – eating system 
underfloor eating – heated food by slaves due to trapped air  
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From Galba to Commodus
Hadrian also active in legal areas
“Edict of the praetors’—changed frequently
- new effort—basics for later
Theodosian code
Justinian code
other admin
imperial council
equestrians formal bureaucratic class
Succession issue
adopted Antonius Pius
and…
Lucius Verus (7)
M. Annius Verus (17) (“Marcus Aurelius”) 
February 25, 138
handed over offices—Baiae 
d. July 10, 138
buried in a famous building made more famous by a terrible book (by Dan Brown)
Finally
Jewish policies, and Bar Kochba war
cause? New Capital—Colonia Aeilia Capitolina
and
villa at Tivoli 
new emperor—man who gave name to Antonines
Antoninus Pius
solid reputation
from family near Nimes in Gaul
illustrious family—and wealthy
later seen as apogee of Roman Empire
Antoninus Pius
died later in his estate in 161
few outstanding events…
- no senators were killed
- increased cash reserves
- smooth admin
- provinces richer
- 148 AD: 900th anniversary of Rome’s foundation
cause of this?
- usually seen as rising of Brigantes, tribe in northern England
- 154/5—coins issued celebrating victory
- wall—repaired/abandoned/repaired
- background perhaps inspiration for Eagle of the Ninth
rebellions in Egypt—peasant revolt
unrest in Mauretania, Dacia
none very exciting or dangerous
raised important question
how would Roman Empire manage serious and sustained and widespread pressure in frontier regions?
This question is for Marcus Aurelius to answer.
Marcus Aurelius—philosopher and soldier-king
Meditations, 6:39:
... my nature is rational and social; and my city and country, so far as I am Antoninus…
Idea
submit to guidance of conscience
being emperor is a duty (Trajan)
emperor has to carry out duty
role of MA is to put world in order
became archetype of philosopher king
Meditations written in 167 on campaign
determining factors for MA
duty 
concern for order
Early life
b. Rome, April 121—M. Annius Verus
family—Spanish (Baetica)
influences
Hadrian
imperial court—ideas of rule
influence of Stoicism 
e.g. self-control, fortitude, seek moral perfection
followed accelerated cursus
quaestor 139
consul 140—when only 18
close to Antoninus (Faustina)
147: marked out
proconsular imperium
tribunician powers
Marcus Aurelius—spectacularly well—prepared for the job
theory of government
but:
a bit lacking in military experience
frail—his job wore him out
irony of reign
spent 17/19 years fighting
what about The Other Guy
Lucius Verus
138: Antoninus Pius—adopted
L. Ceionius Commodus= L. Verus (7)
studied with MA
MA became preferred candidate
but: MA and LV shared power
essentially: became co-emperor
first time—collegial admin at the top
of course: MA always senior partner
Verus married Lucilla (daughter of MA)
idea of ‘harmony’ between MA and LV—coins—slightly artificial
most of their reign consumed by war
162 AD: war returned on multiple fronts
Britain
Raetia, Upper Germania—Chatti tribe
Main event:
Parthia, 161-66
aggressive king Vologeses IV—Armenia, Syria
Roman response
LV at Antioch—took three legions from Rhine/Danube
set his pack loose against Vologeses
Avidius Cassius, commander of III Gallica (stationed in Syria)—another Suetonius Paulinus
in short order
163—Armenia retaken;
- Verus took title Armeniacus 
- new pro-Roman king installed (ex-Senator)
164/5 Parthia invaded
- capital Seleucia-Ctesiphon sacked
- Mesopotamia became Roman protectorate
- Romans occupied Dura Europos
ultimately—major success
glory for Avidius Cassius—became military commander in Egypt (plum job)
but: troops brought something back with them
166: MA faced new problems on Danube
168: LV returned—both emperors in Danube
new phase: Danubian wars
not well-understood
cause? Migration of Germanic peoples?
negotiation vs. force
177-180—new conflicts
MA had by then a new emperor—LV dead; Commodus replaced him
178: victory over MA’s nemesis, Quadi
things more quiet—March 17, 180—MA died at Vindobona
What did these campaigns mean?
defenses of empire sorely tested
catastrophe? Maybe not…
but:
barbarian invasions
plague
war without end
= end of pax romana
search for scapegoat
Christians!
recognition of change in outlook
Trajan’s column vs. column of Marcus Aurelius
order < tangled, suffering, corpses
MA and power
did not neglect government
inspiration from Antoninus
Senate
equestrians
search for talent—e.g. Cassius, Pertinax (general)
collegial rule—repeated after I January, 177, with Commodus
provided secure succession and good training
but: delegation not always work
Avidius Cassius
sad for MA to see such disloyalty
MA’s reign
increase in martyrs
MA no real friend of Christians—thought they were nuts
became problem when broke laws
and…
religion spread higher profile
popular hatred
feeling that Christians subversive 
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Commodus 
Candddate with nero and Caligula for psycholologucal analysis 
Looked like a good idea 
Co-emperor wth father – 3 yrs 
Prepared for office by Marcus Arelius 
Well-educated 
Should we second-guess MA? 
Main events 
180: stayed on Danube 
182: plot by Luculla (sister), Senate, nearly succeeded 
result: reign of terror 
182-5: Empire practically ruled by Praetorian Prefect 
185-9: Empire under influence of Cleander (slave made an equestrian by Commodus) 
Commodus: not interested in rule – only interested in gladiator and chariot games 
Cleander: went nuts 
Executed ppl without fair trial; sacred Roman rule broken 
Sold offices to highest bidder
189: Cleander became Praetorian Prefect 
Commodus executed Cleander
190-2: conspiracies 
made him more paranoid
strange obsessions 
claimed to be Heracles reborn 
refounded Rome as his own city (simslar yo Nero) Colonia Commodiana 
renamed legions – bad since soliders proiud of their names 
renamed months f the yr 
claimed himself 1st among the gladiators 
Jan 1: gladiatorial procession 
Plan for 193: human sacrifice – including fav concubine, Marcia 
Dec 31, 192 – strangled to death 
aurelius victor - 
1 sided fights – mock fights in order to make himself look good 
he charged the state one million sesterces for each fight 
charged own treasury to butcher slaves who couldn’t fight back 
who else had gladiatorial training  
Caligula 
Titus 
Hadrian 
Didius julianis 
Madness of commodus 
Empire managed to keep going 
Antoine abandeoned in Britain 
Note role of praetorian prefect – vice emperor 
Death of Commodus – empire lurches to crisis 
Cassius Dio, 73.6 – purges under Commodus 
Commodus Sextus Condianus, son ofMaximus 
Fall off horse, vomit hare blood to fake death before ebing executed 
Antonines – high point 
Death of Commodus = formal end of pax Romana 
End of Antonine Dynasty 
Christianity 
Fall of western empire 
Barabarian attacks 
Notable events
Increased role of provincials 
Trajan and Hadrian 
Increased wealth of provinces 
Corresponding decline in Italy – 
Ancient form of ‘globalisation’ – Britain giving way china today 
Shift btw west and east 
Intellectual life – in Italy, Roman law 
Eastern provinces becoming more important 
Meditations – written in Greek – significant since not in western Roman 
Reflects widening division of east vs. west 
Boundaries of empire 
Linguistic – Greek (east) v. Latin (language of the West) 
Southern Mediterranean v. North Mediterranean 
Sicily in Roman world belonged to Africa not Italy 
To begin with, in pax Romana time: 
W – stable, political supremacy 
W – economic powerhouse 
W – higher % of citizenship, local elites more important 
Now situation beginning to reverse 
West peaked under Antonines 
What about East? 
Eastern “Greek” Empire 
Importance of Hellenistic (post-Alexander) and Semitic civilization (Jewish states and Arab cities and post-hellenistic kingdoms) 
Especially: urban life/civilization
Cities = heart and soul of Political organization 
Culture 
-> cities powerhouses of Roman civilization 
v. West – Rome provided literacy, govt, cities 
prosperity of east – link to internal security 
prosperity of cities – helped by hands-off approach of Rome 
allowed ancient role of cities -> continue 
fostered by emperors’ individual interests 
Apamaea (Seleucid) – Claudia Apamaea
Money, imperial connection 
Corinth – Julia Flavia Augusta Corinthiensis 
Evidence for Roman arch, imperial cult 
Made strong imperial Eastern cities that were left to govern on their own and were loyal to Rome 
What underpinned strength of east? 
Interface of Roman institutions, culture, and ancient civilisation preserved and fostered by Rome 
Left base and added some of their stuff 
Reflection of prosperity in east 
Public spaces were a large percentage of the cities (remember Trajan’s Rome) 
Wealth of the great urban centres of tre eastern word vs the esr 
Apamea, Syria 
Longest roadway in the Middle East 
Jerash, Jordan 
Beneftted mostly from Hadrian 
Palmyra, Syria 
A lot of this local wealth – not possible without Roman policy in east – Rome became a great consumer of exquisite goods 
Also: trade -> incense/spice/silk 
Yemen – Saudi – Jordan – Syria 
Syria overland -> China 
Role of Petra, Palmyra – urban wealth 
Palmyra – oasis, temple of bel, been shelled by both sides in the civil war, tariff court hypogea (underground tombs with funerary bust for local nobles,elites)
Gaza, Antioch, n. Syria – also very rich – olive oil, grain, wine
‘Dead cities’ – indication of local wealth 
Serjilla, Syria 
Prosperity measured in quality of intellectual life – all written in Greek
Plutarch – Parallel Lives
Arrian – Anabasis
Appian – Civil Wars 
Lucian – satirist (more of him) 
A True Story 
characters visit Moon and Venus
parodies of Homer 
One of earliest example of science fiction 
In a boat in a whale 
Symposium 
Not approved by Plato 
Characters drink a lot and behave badly 
Apollodorus of Damascus – architect – bridge over the Rhine
Law school, Beirut
What about romans speaking Greek? 
Augustus – Marcus Arelius – pax Romana 
Orbis Romanus 

Helped strengthen position of Greeks in east 
Aelius Aristides – Euolgy of Rome 
Celebrates bilingual nature of Rome 
Romans who speak Latin
Romans who speak Greek
Now – idea that emperor might be from the east – ok 
Even while RW and RE (Roman East) diverging – RE playing bigger role in orbis Romanus 
And… centre of gravity shifting 
Role of Antioch 
Emperors looking to east – eventually Constantinople
Romanisation 
Blanket term for spread of culture, ideas, government 
Adoption/imitation of 
Thought 
Construction 
Behavior 
Material culture 
Politics 
Rome rarely forced romanisation on provinces; provinces adopted and imitated Rome 
Complex problem – how ‘Roman’ could one be? 
Motive
Depth
“I want to be Roman for the following ten reasons, and this is how I plan to achieve that goal” 
what did it mean to be a Roman citizen? 
-> legal defn 
but: also culture, language
use Latin and Greek 
use Roman material culture (toga, bowls, swords) games, spectacles, bathhouses, eating habits 
but not that simple – hockey created by americans 
e.g. open a grave from antiquity: what can its contents tell you? Cant make conclusions on what you find in archaeology
cynical approach – what benefits came from ‘becoming Roman’? 
learn Latin? Get ahead in bureaucracy. 
Take a Roman name? Flavius is a good choice 
Vespasian, Constantine 
Use Roman material culture – sophistication? 
So if you think about this problem
No clear answer as to 
What it meant to be Roman 
Why people thought themselves to be Romans 
Also: reciprocal – Romans may adopt customs of others
Greeks 
Barbarians 
And: most likely to manifest a ‘Roman’ identity – elites  



FEBRUARY 6, 2013

African Emperors, Syrian Emperors 193-235

Severus 
Born April, 145 
City of magna, Libya 
Leptis Magna – city on edge of Mediterranean 
Descended from Italian immigrants 
Roman citizen 
Senatorial order 
164: began cursus 
190: consul 
191: governor of upper Pannonia (tough job) \
back in 180, though: 
legionary legate (LCol) in Syria 
friend of Pertinax
at Emesa (modern Homs) – High Priest of the Sun, Julius Bassianus 
2 daughters 
Julia domna 
Julia maesa 
Married Julia domna 
2 daughters 
Caracalla 
Geta 
War for supremacy 
Avenger of Pertinax (legality?) 
Attracted major support: 16 legions 
Learned about Pescennius Niger 
Now, in Italy, same day as Julianus’ execution 
Senate accepted him 
Actions with praetorians 
And now? 
Off to deal with Niger, 193
Who was Niger? 
Legate of Syria 
Wide base of support, including Parthians
Controlled Egypt and grain 
9 legions 
short, sharp campaign 
Niger defeated repeatedly…captured while trying to escape 
And now
Severus decided need to assert authority in the East 
Divided up Syria – keep it from being threat 
Made Syria into smaller govts with smaller separate legions 
Campaigned against Arabs in the desert for show since no threat 
Pushed to Nisibus (modern nusayban, Turkey) 
Revenge on Parthians 
Annexed Osrhoene 
Ancient kingdom related to Parthians 
But: Niger not the only threat 
Older contestant? 
Clodius Albinus 
Cunning plan of Severus – keep your enemies close… and secret plan their assassination/demise 
Anointed him Caesar, marked out as successor 
Ensured stability in West 
With Niger dead…
Albinus’ ambition – Augustus 
Launched bid from position in Britain, Gaul 
Met up with Severus at Lyons , Albinus lost his head and put on pole and sent to Rome to become a tourist attraction 
Cassius Dio on victory of Severus 
Whats important here 
Savagery – 
Cassius Dio’s verdict on the eventual victor
Lyons itself: burned 
Purge of the senate: 29 senators who supported Albinus – dead 
Severus now sole ruler 
How did he accomplish this? 
Better legions – Danubians (strong, experienced) 
Good military management (aristocrats) 
Propaganda – coins, pamphlet 
Styled himself as an avenger
Inspirational 
Cassius Dio: ‘the most intelligent of all the pretenders’ 
Year of war (192-7) 
Senate vacuous, mercurial – lost political credibility 
Provincial armies > praetorians 
Slow demise of senate of credible correct political institution 
Civil war? Yes – but inter-provincial war as well 
Britain 
Danube – largely based on Balkans 
East 
Severus campaigned in empire 
197-99 – Syria 
197 – invasion of Parthia
crossed Euphrates river – Nisibus 
197 – at Babylon 
197 – captured Seleucia-Ctesiphon 
Jan. 28, 198: 100 yrs after Trajan: parthicus maximus 
***success of Romans based on weakness of the Parthians just like on the Roman’s strength 
Afterwards 
Caracalla – Augustus 
Geta – Caesar 
Prepping sons for eventual rule through taking then with him on campaign 
Learned how to even out power levels and prepares his sons for rule and attaches more authority to them by publicly giving them titles of authority 
Movie: Gladiator – 1st 20 min 
End of Danube wars – 180 AD – Germania 
Maximus and field of wheat – link of soldier to the land
Good Roman = ploughing his field  
Height  of Roman Empire - +1/4 of worlds popn under Roman rule 
Barbarians 
Stupid 
Prince Marius – hid army in woods 
Use Roman weapons 
Drunk, run, animalistic, savagery
Romans don’t say anything, just kill 
Roman soldiers 
Tired 
Grunting
Javelins not used 
stir-up not invented until 400 AD 
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Feb 25, 2013 
African Emperors, Syrian Emperors 193-235
Macrinus 
Julia Maesa 
Sister of Julia Domna 
With her 2 julia daughters, exercised power through the male family members 
Started Rumour of her grandson Bassianus sorta looks like Carcalla? Maybe he’s some kind of illegtimate son, or something 
Someone believed it 
III Gallica 
Elegabalus 
Owed elevation very much to the military 

Syrians 
Bassianus = Elagabalus 
Name comes from cult of god og Emesa (Homs) 
High priest of cult and emperor; cared more for his priestly duties 
Idol of temple 
Black rock (favourite rock of emperor made into Jupiter)
Rejected roman traditions; embraced eastern decadent orientalism 
Luxurious
Cruel 
Bad reputation in history 
Dance aroufn 
Luxurious gold Phoenician robes 
Reign 
One year grand procession with The Rock to Rome
219: only cared about The Rock in Rome
221: built temple for The Rock 
put all the other cults around The Rock and subordinated them to it
“henotheism” (inclusive monotheism) 
Then who was governing 
Princesses 
Julia Maesa (grandma)
Julia Soaemias (mum) 
222: Gessius (other son) adopted by Maesa – dynasty 
222: Gessius Alexianus and Elegabalus: co-co 
problems in Rome made all these not good 
financial issues 
army in debt 
Germans 
Army, praetorians (very conservative) 
Exotic behavior of Elegabalus 
Passion for exotic animals 
Nepotism – elevated his hairdresser, dancers, concubines, to high positions 
Caused offence to senate, army, and praetorians since not qualified 
Cassius Dio (member of the Senate, a conservative) 
Sardanapalus = Avitus = False Antoninus = Elagabalus 
“shaved his chin and held a festival to mark the event” 
Rumours: Elagabalus would exile Senate 
Julia Mamaea (mother of Gassius)– working against Elagabalus 
Why? Supporting Gassius Alexianus, instead 
Julia Mamaea provoked praetorians 
Purge of family 
Massacre of Elagabalus age 18 (came to thrown at age 14), mother Julia Soaemias murdered, partisans 
got name “Tiberinus” = body thrown into river
Suffered erasing from history “Domnatio memoriae”

With death of Elagabulus 
Severus Alexander (Alexianus) 222-235
Sources: lots of praise 
E.g. Cassius Dio became consul under Severus 
But real power with princesses 
Julia Masea and Julia Mamaea 
226, Julia Mamea left over of 4 Julias 
realized had to fix damages made by Elagabulus 
return to traditions 
underpinned: e.g. by name: Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander 
return to tradition outlined in 3 key areas
Moral 
Senate 
Religion 

Moral 
Palace – major scandals 
Rise of jurists to reinforce laws 
Most famous: Ulpian, praetorian prefect, murdered in 223
Ulpian – idea that men are equal, ideas of humanism
E.g.: be nice to your slaves 

Senate 
Weakening of Senate – tried to reverse it 
Wanted to restore its prestige 
Continued with equestrians as bureaucrats 

Religion 
The Rock sent back to East 
Elagabalium temple now became temple of Jupiter the Avenger 
Returns all the idols to their proper shrines – therefore no longer subjugated 
Promoted idea that could worship whoever you wanted 
He personally worshipped everyone; Christ, Alexander the Great, Abraham
patronises Christian writers – e.g. Origen (famous for castrating himself to achieve closeness to God) 

In the east: major events 
Coup in Iran 
Parthians overthrown by Sasanians 

New era in Roman-Iranian relations 
Sasanians
Militant 
Organized 
Religious zeal – Mazdaism – form of Zoroastrianism, intolerant, exclusive
God Ahura Mazda
Rumour that reached the Romans that they wanted to reclaim Achaemenid Empire that was lost to Alexander 
New army: cataphracts – Romans had no answer 
Do extremely badly against them; seem to come literally out of nowhere 
Used spaces sacred to Alchaemenids
E.g. Naqs-i-Rustam, s. Iran 
Famous relief 
Ardashir I 
230-1: Sasanians invaded Roman Empire 
Mesopotamia; Syria; Turkey 
Severus, at Antioch, 231, took personal leadership of the army 
Transferred European armies to help 
Severus commanded central force: partial success 
Romans not ready for discipline, aggression of enemy 
One Roman force annihilated 
Severus claimed success – capture of Ctesiphon? 
Mutiny 232 – pretender, Taurinus 
233: triumph 
problems in west, campaigning on Rhine and Danube at Moguntiacum (Mainz)- Maximinus Thrax
mutiny of Legio XXII at Mainz: Julia Mamaea and Severus murdered 
235: end of African and Syrian branches of Severans, and a new crisis for the Roman world 
absolutely worst time for the Roman military 
Vedict 
Some themes – continue 
Importance of provinces > Italy 
Religious life: importance of east 
Syncretism (add new cults to your existing cults), henotheism – diversity of cults 
Christianity? 
Italy in decline; eastern provinces on the rise 
Intellectual life 
Herodian – Syrian 
Cassius Dio – Bithynia, wrote in Greek 
Ulpian, jurist and prefect – Lebanon 
New ideas 
Neo-Platonism: Plotinus 
Origen – religious/mystical philosophical movement –lots borrowed and appropriated by Christianity 
Vibrant, complex, cultural world 
Christian writers 
Clement of Alexandria 
Tertullian 
Origen 
Highly-educated 
Gave Christianity academic dimension 
Political evolution? 
Augustan government still there – sort of 
Empire evolved 
Augustus made Italians more important, 
Provincial elites > Italians, Romans
Equestrians > senators  - growth of equestrians 
Senate < emperor – emperor much more powerful than the senate 
All: continuities of things set in train by Augustus and his successors 
From Trajan – idea of Jovian rule continued 
In the end 
Universal rule – one emperor, one citizenry, one capital, all under divine sanction
Will form basis for Constantine later on; doesn’t do anything new, really such changes Jupiter for God 
Political equilibrium 
No major disasters 
But problems – in East and North 
Britain – 10% of imperial army 
Germans – after mid-3rd c – new threat 
Goths, Franks (France), Quadi, Alamanni (“tough guys”) Marcomanni 
Lower Danube: 13 legions – very dangerous 
Eastern end 
Sarmatians, lazyges, Alans 
And in the east: Iran 



Syria = most important Roman province in the East


Feb 27, 2013 
Jerash – the wealth of eastern cities – importance of public spaces in civic life 
Oval forum 
Arch of Hadrian, c. AD 130 
Hippodrome (with horse) 
Jordanians in summer do chariot races, gladiator fights, army dresses as ancient romans
South theatre – music festival every august 
Niches for statues 
North theatre 
Smaller but more ornate 
Ancient Greek muses carved 
Costs lots of money therefore display wealth of area 
Nymphaeum 
Water fountain in such a dry area show the prosperity and wealth 
Church of Theodore 
Mosaics represent prosperity – since someone has to sit and put all these small pieces together 
Church of Sts. Cosmos and Damian 
Propylaeum to temple of Artemis 
Temple of Artemis 
Drivers of culture and politics in the east not found in the West (except Italy) in the same way 


Disintegration: 235-284
1 – a new crisis, 235-260 
Maximinus Thrax 
Half-soldier, half –barbarian, all madman 
Had completed the Roman dream 
**** shows continuing opening up of possibilities for ppl to achieve power in 
Set up as son as Caesar (prince, king =  emperor “j”)– trying to create a new dynasty 
Alamanniin E, Sarmatians 
How to fund? 
Massive taxation – NOT money, but rather in kind, meaning literally removing food out of ppls mouths 
Repressive – e.g. in Algeria, procurator (taxcollector) murdered by taxpayers 
Murderers had big ambitions 
Proclaimed proconsul of Africa as emperor 
New emperor: Gordian I and son: Gordian II
Support from III Augusta evaporated 
Bloodbath: GI and GII erased from history 
Meanwhile in Italy
Senators v. Maximinus 
Barbarian blood 
High taxs 
Too humble for leadership 
Disposed him; rallied support 
Co-rulership 
Pupienus and Balbinus 
Maximminus _> Italy; killed 
Soldiers -> Pupi and Balbinus killed 
***period of lack of strong leadership 
who’s next? 
Gordian III, Proconsul of Africa 
Gordian III, 238-244
Grandson of Gordian i
Acceptable to Senate 
Proconsul and grandson of proconsul; like them 
Acceptable to soldiers 
Close to Timesitheus 
Very inexperienced though – hence influence 
Daughter of GII and Timistheus betrothed (girl too young)  
Loyalty created; Timistheus ruled behind the scenes with Gordian III as the face 
Lots of work to do 
Problems arise when one challenges the other 
238: Goths, at the Danube rebelled 
243: Sasanians 
GIII: fighting Sasanians…died at Dura Europos, Syria, 244
Bad historical sources but must use what have 
Two comments: SHA (“Historia Augusta”) and Aurelius Victor 
Man-behind it all – the then-praetorian prefect, Philip 
Better known as Philip the Arab – from Shabba I in Syria (Philipoppolis) 
Now minor celebrity; pic on money note 
Philip the Arab, 244-249
Attempted to consolidate 
6 yr old son associated with him as heir 
East of the empire: given to brother Priscus 
(remember policy of Marcus Aurelius); empire too big for one man shows that he sincerely cared to bring stability back to the system 
shows: interest in succession (dynastic) 
propaganda ploy 
Romes millennium: April 21, 248
Many probs
Purchased peace with Iran 
Alamanni in Thrace (Bulgaria) 
Goths in Hungary, Romania 
Attempts to deal with usurpers: 4 
*** same story; successor murders emperor, and then when starts fixing things, gets murdered by another successor 
Winner: military commander in lower Danube, Decius 
Decius 
Persecuted Christians; blamed them for the misery of Rome and Romans 
Used games etc. to persuade Romans ‘all is ok’ 
But: 
Bubonic 
Economic crises, spiritual doubt, then plague comes along; God is mad 
But in 251, elite of Danubian armies routed in eastern Romania 
Decius and son killed in a swamp; all of army defeated 
Aurelius Victor on his life 
These events -> crisis 
Barbarian threat real and severe 
Roman emperors unstable and fleeting 
251: Trebonianus Gallus, and son…
by 253, things out of control 
253: Franks, Alamanni, crossed Rhine -> Spain
by 253: Aemelianus – governor of Moesia – elevated (emperor for only 3 months)
risen through cavalry commands 
rise to power indicative of problems – fickle and unstable and not conducive for any soln 
Aurelius 
Ppl are just jumping shifts for personal gains at the expense of the general popn 
Soliders are forgotten theor duty to the ppl; NOT to personal gains 
253: Aemelianus died; soldiers -> Licinius Valerianus 
Licinius Valerianus, 253-260
Senatorial family 
Faced wars all along frontiers 
Goths in Greece 
Franks and Alamanni in Gaul
***had to explain to Romans why Rome at war everywhere 
Point: these conflicts are happening well inside the empire now 
Sent son, Gallienus, west – successful 
Christains persecuted as scapegoats 
Valerian in the east 
258: new usurper, Ingenuus/Ingebus governor of Pannonia
260: also Postumus and Regalianus, new usurpers  
Aurelius on Gallenus 
Sacrifices his duties for chasing after his lust; spiritual despair 
Crisis summed up by capture of Valerian, 260 
At Edessa in 260: weakened by plague of diarrhea, Romans met match 
Shapur the Great, one of most bloody Persian kings 
Capture of Valerian: absolute nadir of the 3rd c: 
Tricked when attended a negotiation of peace treaty with several military officers 
Humiliation of the capture and killing and skinning of Roman emperor on battlefield 
Arrogance of Roman psyche Historia Augusta
Lactantius, On the Deaths of the Persecutors, 5: 
Skinning of Valerian 
Could be fictitious since Christian author writing on how God 
“Not all bad: some bright lights” –Odeanathus – leader of Palmyra
Shapur struck fear into Romans – by far most vigorous enemy faced 
Romans not able to counter cavalry 
Stories of roman prisoners in the east 
Bishapur: Band-i-kaiser (Caesar’ Dam) 
Septimus Odeanathus 
At Dura Europos 
Chemical warfare 
Tower 19, armour 
Haunting 
Right near Euphrates river 
Baked mud-brick city walls – very defensive fortress 
Roman soldiers buried with the chemicals when the fort collapsed on them; Persian attackers killed as attacking inside the tunnels 
1920s – Rediscovery of Dura by British Army in 1920s 
Valerian – talents of Shapur 
Sources 
Besieging of Roman fortress city of Dura Europos 
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- Assignment now due April 8 

MARCH 4, 2013
Dsintegration: 235-284
- What caused the 3rd century crisis? (10-15 yr period) 
number of main issues
1. Military -> political/econokmic 
2. social 
3. Spiritual 
**Diecletian fixes this for he emerges as a proper leader 
military causes 
enemies (remember Marcus Aurelius) 
weakness of Augustan strategy
not to expand empire 
no reserves for defense in depth 
no rear defences 
no reserve forces 
increasing barbarian organization in the east 
Persians becoming stronger 
***spark that triggers everything else 
defeat -> political issues 
leads to civil wars, mutinies 
foreign war has turned into civil war 
role of praetorian prefect (Timesitheus, Philip the Arab) 
weaken praetorian guard 
able to stand against the emperor 
emperor could end up appointing his own murderer 
knock on effects 
no dynastic stability due to emperors coming and going quickly 
social effects 
political problems -> economic issues 
civil war disrupts trade, disorder, destruction to houses and cities/public works, spending  stops, coins stop being minted, trade stops in some areas and is replaced by barter system, due to high casualties less taxpayers and therefore less people to pay for massive 
cost of wars massive/tremendous; state cannot pay 
poverty increases, taxes decrease for those that cannot afford and increase for those that can 
evidence from lack of inscriptions on public works 
role of civic elites 
do not fund any more public works in the province 
spiritual 
crisis of questioning 
Q: ‘why aren’t gods protecting us’ 
A: because empire shelters impious ppl = Christians 
persecutions of Christians (and other denominations as well)
efforts at compromise, e.g. 250/1, Decius 
libellus, libellatici: named after piece of paper that got if made a sacrifice to the gods; called this as a derogatory term by other Chrisitans who were persecuted for not being ‘sold out’ 
worst time: Macrianus, ‘Minister of Finance’ 
other factor 
economy in west in recession 

summary of causes 
instability of govt 
military issues
economic crisis 
social crisis 
spiritual crisis 

emperors now restore orde
Gallenus, 259-68 
Major problem: Palmyra
Septimius Odeanathus 
D. 267
Ambitious wife, Zenobia 
Launched a revolt: conquered Syria, Jordan, Palestine, Egypt defeating successive Roman armies sent to her 
Palmyra was better alone 
Gallienus: major effort 
Created mobile cavalry reserve as a quick reaction force to deal with problems that come up 
Small detachments that can be transferred easily = vexillationes 
Under leadership of duces 
Described as 
Last 
Tolerant: didn’t persecute; tried to reconcile with the Christians 
267 – Goths in Athens 
Aureolus, dux of mobile reserve at Milan 
Instigates murder of Gallineus in 268
Gallienus consumed by somebody he appointed, somebody senior, and someone with ambition
Successors to Gallienus – from ranks of Balkan army 
Claudius II ‘Gothicus’ 
268-270
combined (SHA)
‘the virtue of Trajan, the piety of
could not prevent Gallic Empire seceding 
Britain, Gaul, Spain sucesion 
Could not prevent Zenobia’s revolt 
Needed another emperor
Aurelian, 270-275 (not to be confused with Aureolus) 
Continued to fight 
Barbarians get all the way into northern Italy 
Serious fighting in Dacia – abandoned to Barbarians since civilians evacuated; army pulled out as well 
Defeated Zenobia 
Title: restorer of the east restitutor orientis
Also convinced Tetricus, leader Gallic Emperor, to surrender without a fight 
Celebrated in 274, triumph 
**in 4 yrs, gets rid of both wars 
rebuilt walls of rome 
new mints of coins and makes efforts to fix metal in coins as well 
fiscal policies 
new attempts at henotheism with sun (like Elagabulus, inclusive type of Monotheism) 
fails 
murdered 
After Aurelian 
Tacitus (not to be confused with Roman historian) 
Probus, 276-82
Carus, 282-3, captured Seleucia-Ctesiphon 
Sons: Carinus (“little Carus”), Numerian 
Carinus – defeated by another pretender – Diocletian 
Diocletian – and the restoration of order 
Humble begginsg 
Soldier to officer to senior officer 
284: usurper 
cut other guy in half – Praetorian prefect 
comes to power in violence 
policies – mix of innovation, retrospection 
Nov. 20, 284
Understood vital fact – needed more than himself 
Created rule of Tetrarchy – rule of four 
E and W: one Augustus, one Caesar (Augustus in training for 20 yr period) 
INTELLIGENT ATTEMPT TO ADDRESS LACK OF DYNASTIC STABILITY 
Spring, 285: got rid of last pretenders, Carinus 
Chose Maximian as other Augustus 
293: chose caesari 
Galerius 
Constantius Chlorus 
four bases: military needs 
Nicomedia, Milan, Sirmium, Trier 
Satellite bases, eg, Antioch 
Where is Rome? Not important enough to be a capital and too far from the action for an Emperor anymore 
Bases placed far apart that 
Created links through 
Marriage alliances 
Adoption 
Religious ideas from pagan gods to create a hierarchy 
Absolutist rule – but new idea 
20 yr old Augustus -> abdication -> installation of Caesars as new Augustii
Diocletian = only emperor to do so 
EMPIRE SPLIT INTO: 
East 
Diocletian, senior Augustus 
“Jupiter” 
Nicomedia/ Antioch 
Galerius, Caesar 
Sirmium 
West 
Maximian, junior Augustus 
“Hercules” 
Milan, Aquileia, Ravenna 
Constantius Chlorus, Caesar 
Trier 
Displays himself as protector of imperial unity 
Succeeded 
Usurpers down 
Uprisings crushed 
Enemies vanquished 
Successful campaigns in east and west 
Gaul, Britain , finally brought back to Empire 
East: Galerius at Nisibus 
Makes him dress like a slave and beg forgiveness from his soldiers for messing up at the end; strengthens bond btw them, increases leader humility 
“Peace of Nisibus”, 298
southern Turkey in btw Persian and Roman territories 
forces Sasanians to acknowledge Roman presence there 
victories on back of changes, reforms 
first: a new army organization 
smaller legions, more soldiers overall 
provinces – 47-85
makes smaller provinces with more bureaucracy 
provinces -> 12 dioceses, under a vicarius 
old Augustan system -> reworked 
no more big blocks of provinces
no more individual army commanders or province governors with unlimited resources 
therefore not easy to launch a coup anymore 
addresses finances 
301: issues an edict of maximum prices (price edict) to control inflation 
yet not given much thought, since didn’t take into account human nature and regional economic differences that put the prices out of balance in different 
withdrawn quite quickly once problem is revealed 
now ppl charge the max price only 
things that used to be cheap due to abundance are now expensive in some areas and then in other areas where used to be rare and expensive are now cheap and affordable and accessible 
controlled Christians – massacres 
285-6 “Theban Legion” – massacred 
army -> religious conservatism
(lots of martyrs come from army,) 
producing disproportionate number of martyrs 
churches destroyed 
Manicheans also persecuted 
***most successful on battlefield a
303: celebrated vicenalia, 20 yrs 
May 1, 302: Diocletian, Maximian, abdicated, retired 
Effects of this 20 yr rule 
Stability restored 
Enemies kept out and under control 
Army reformed 
Retired to Croatia to grow cabbages 

Constantine 
Best known for making Christianity 
Son of Constantius Chlorus and Helena 
B. 280
Soldier, practical man 
Reputation for solving problems and getting things done
305
Galerius, Chlorus = Augusti 
Maximinus Daia, Severus = Caesares 
**flaw in system – what if someone dies 
306: Constantius Chlorus died in Britain due to natural causes 
army in Britain installs/ promotes Constantine instead of giving it to the tetrarchy
BUT, in Rome, Maxentius, son of Maximian proclaimed Caesar in place of Severus who is eliminated
***don’t confuse 3 Max s
 Maximian – ex-colleague of Diocletian 
Maxentius, son of Maximiun 
Maximinus Daia, Caesar 
307
crisis causes Maximian to come out of retirement 
Galerius: suggests a meeting to solve the problem amicably to prevent civil war and to 
308
institution of second tetrarchy 
West
Constantine 
Licinius 
East 
Galerius 
Maximinus Daia 
But also caliming power are 
Maximian 
Maxentius (son of Maximian) 
Usurper Domitius Alexander 
NOW 7 potential emperors 
Result = anarchy 
Soln = civil war; murder, war, intrigue, death, suffering, etc. 
Civil wars (very concoluted: quick version) 
310: end of Maximian, Domitius Alexander, Galerius 
311: Maximinus Daia < Licinius 
312: at the Milvian Bridge 
Constantine > Maxentius
Famous story of his vision to place the emblem of Christ on the shields of all his soldiers to win the war; wins it, first step into Christianity 
Who is left? Licinius 
324: finally finished off by Constantine 
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Diocletian’s military reforms – fort building 
Raqqa -> Resafa -> Palmyra -> Damascus 
Preserved well due to good weather and not being used 
Palmyra –
 ‘Diocletian’s Camp’ – refortified by Romans throughout antiquity; only place with water btw 
Resafa – in the middle of nowhere; important due to city of saint Sergio (Sergiopolis) 
Qsar Bshir – Roman cavaltry fortress in Jordan built at time of Diocletian 
“To our best and greatest rulers, Gaius Aurelius Valerius…Praesas of the Province o Arabia commanded that Castra Praetorium Mobene be constructed from this area”
1980s excavated by group from North Carolina 
***this network of forts intent to monitor and deter NOT attack – abandoned in the 500s

Constantine and Successors 
Civil wars (very convoluted: quick version): 
310: end of Maximian, Domitius Alexander, Galerius 
311: Maximinus Daia <Licinius 
312: at the Milvian Bridge, 
Constantine > Maxentius 
Famous story – ascribed victory to God due to vision to put Christian symbol on the 

End result: empire now had rule of one again 
Highlights of rule of Constantine 
Reforms 
Army: 
New officer corps (old ones all dead) 
Mobile field army, comitatus, pl. comitatenses
Result: two-speed system
Elite: comitatus – best officers, weapons, training, equipment 
Garrison force: limitanei (frontier); thrown into forts and used only as last resort, faced no army and therefore no experience therefore considered 2nd grade to the comitatus 
Admin: 
Creation of a very hierarchical system
Huge number of officials btw the emperor and the ppl (late Roman empire; nobody could get near the emperor, but near bureaucrats only through hard work and running around)
‘Byzantine’ organization – v. convoluted 
religion: lasting legacy of Constantine
‘converted’ story of vision – lost in legend 
narrated by Eusebius, spawned dozens of hagiographies (stories on saints) 
Constantine Helena -> Catholic, E. Orthodox Saints 
What can be said of him before his christianity 
Devotee of Apollo, whose symbol was the sun 
Night before Milvian Bridge 
Chi-rho (symbol of chrstianity; ppl say because looks like rays of the sun)
Looked like sun? therefore worked for both pagan and Christian soldiers in the army 
Famously baptized on death-bed
Ended persecution of Christians after the victory 
Policies: sympathy for Christians 
312: Edict of Milan – v. famous 
issued by Constantine, Licinius “peace of the church” 
freedom of worship with no fear of persecution 
***NOT edict of conversion but rather an edict of tolerance 
***Edict VERY important 
set precedent for imperial intervention in Christian affairs (emperor involved in religious 
more followed – Constantine convened these councils 
1. Synod of Arles – 314, against Donatists (heretics)
2. Council of Nicaea – 325, whence Nicene Creed 
did something else important
foundation of Constantinople 
May 11, 330: site inaugurated at Byzantium 
Conscious imitation of Rome 
Built on 7 hills 
Forum 
capitol
Senate 
At 1st, “second capital”, not main capital 
Run by proconsul 
But: 
Foundation – refelected important shift 
Underway for a long time 
West to east 
Milan and Venna become more important than Rome since closer to the frontiers 
Constantine and succession 
317: created 3 caesares 
killed one 
left with 
Constantine the Younger 
Licinius the Younger
Btw 324-335: 
Added: Constantius, Constans, Dalmatius
Creation of set of potential heirs 
Celebrated his tircennalia (30 yrs of rule) and died, May 22, 337

Constantine 
Mum Helena steamed Constantine’s wife to death (Fausta, 336) 

After Constantine 
3 main problems 
govt – how many emperors 
Christianity – new role of emperor as guarantor of this religion 
Barbarians – from the west 
Constantine II: Gaul, Britain, Syria 
Constans: Africa, Italy, Illyria 
Constantius II: the east 
Would it last: NO 
340: Constantine II < Constans 
350: Constans < usurper, Magnentius 
353: Magnentius < Constantius II 
sole emperor: Constantius II 
appointed caesars – killed one, kept Julian (who tried to reinstate paganism and wrote book on beards)
**Constantine’s rule ended with civil war

Constantius II – faced 2 problems 
1. Religious 
orthodoxy (“the right way”) v. heresy (“the wrong choice”) 
what was orthodox belief? 
How to deal with different types of Christianity? 
Eg: Arianism, very popular (discussions on nature of Christ)
***ancient security issue 
spectre: if Christians cannot agree, civil war could erupt btw Christians 
cannot persecute the heretics since so large group 30%
2. Sasanians in Armenia 
Shapur II, trying to out Shapur Shapur I
Ably backed up by Julian in the west 
357: massive victory at Strasbourg over Germans 
Constantius II – asked Julian for help with Sasanians 
at Lutetia (Paris) 
Constantius: saved everyone a lot of trouble

Interlude: changing institutions
4 areas (Constantine)
1. Emperor 
2. Army
3. Twin capitals 
4. Society   
1. Emperor 
4th c. – absolute monarchy 
memories of principate 
remote, unapproachable, lives in palace, does not go to theatre with everyone like Augustus had 
emperor has power to intervene in laws, civil matters, embassies, petitions addressed to him and his bureaucrats 
main supporter = Army (military pedigree and support of army)
aristocrats no longer dress in togas but rather wear hunting gear to emulate their emperors strong relationship with the army 
heavy militarization of the bureaucracy
always dressed in uniform
special relationship
decided on honour, pay, and 
Senate still sits but losing  great importance 
People have no say 
importance of religion
success in combat linked to Divine help; therefore right 
no longer deified emperor; rather than pray to emperor, pray for relationship btw God and the emperor
‘approachable’ to ‘unapproachable’ 
palace, far from Rome 
dress; ceremony; removed from mortals 
from principate to absolutism to dictatorship to facist dictatorship
representative of the Divine therefore untouchable
complex imperial admin 
Diocletian – reforms 
Tetrarchic councils 
Agentes in rebus – Emperors spy service 
Ppl stop talking to each other, writing letters, and disappear mysteriously in the night after criticizing the emperor 
Vicarii – 
Past: governor to emperor 
Now: governor to vicarii to dozens of new departments and areas before getting to the emperor 
Constantine took to new level – ‘Byzantine’ 
Absolutist and hierarchical 
Title of magister, ‘master’, e.g. magister militum
Cf. to modern totalitarian societies 
No limitations on power – senate subdued 
2. The Army/Military
3rd c crisis -> major impact 
Gallienus and mobile reserves (problem of reserves and Barbarian attacks from time of Marcus Aurelias at least) 
Strength of top job 
Diocletian 
Increased size of army; quantity over quality 
Idea that if had enough troops, could overcome problems of 3rd c 
Constatine continued this 
Massive defensive projects 
Cavalry > infantry 
Elite army has cavalry 
Makes things faster 
More successful on battlefield  

Recruitment 
Made it mandatory for children of soldiers to become soldiers
Execution for trying not to do military service 
Barbarians into army 
Danube 
Franks -> built kingdom and create France 
Goths 
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Interlude: changing institutions 
 

***cuts off civil and army so that the emperor is 
Constantine 
On frontiers : forces lower quality 
Elsewhere: 
Separation of civil v. military 

2. the army 
Constantine 
Conversely – strict military commands, no civil job 
Title: magister (master) 
Top jobs: magister scholae palatinae = bodyguard 
Top job in empire 
**creating an hiearvh 
magister militum equitum/peditum (hold tremendous power; yet still under the superior 
per orientem – East 
per Illyricum – Balkans 
per Gallias – west, Gaul, Germany 
how do we know all this???
Notitia Dignitatum – mass bureaucracy of late Roman Empire 
Lists of all civil, military jobs, c. 420 AD 
Survived in illustrated medieval ms. 
Barbarization of the army 
Barbarian = non-Roman citizen; pregorative
Over time – would make it to highest ranks 
Get paid stipend; get lots of $ and Roman titles for elite status 
Lots of them are Franks 
Most famous example (coming up) 
Stilicho – vandal, makes it up magistam militum, and marries into the royal family 
End product = creation of medieval kingdoms of France, North-African, Spanish 
Conservatism of army 
Idea around that army reforms by Constantine were too much 
Vegetius, Epitome of Military Things
Need to return to big legions with heavy infantry
Anon., About Warlike Things 
Amry needs more pay to make better soldiers and increase recruitment, bigger forts (since myth that Barbarians cant attack forts; NOT true), invest in better technology 
Both address quantity > quality, Constantine approach = problem 
More soldiers that suck isn’t a soln 
3. capitals, cities, provinces 
complex administration -> increase in # of provinces 
47 provinces -> 85 (used to cut down on military coups; response to the crisis)
began with Diocletian, increased with Constantine 
provs grouped into dioceses – 12 in total 
dioceses run by vicars 
vicars supervised by praetorian prefects 
East
Gaul 
Italy 
Illyria (Balkans)
**Romans really good at geopolitics 
Greece NOT part of 
Africa and Italy 
Carthage to Italy = small boat ride
France + Britain +Spain 
Turkey + Levant + Egypt + Eastern parts of Libya  
Remember – praetorian prefects are civil governors now
Cities – hub of life 
New second capital: Constantinople 
Rome and Constantinople conceived as time goes on as twin cities of the empire – eventually one replaces the other 
Behind this: military cities: Milan, Ravenna, Sirmium, Antioch, Trier, etc. 
Decline of the West and the rise of the East, politically, financially, militarily 

Late Empire = horrible place to be 
Hierarchal 
Extreme taxes 
Basis of admin 
1. Absolute monarchy 
2. Hiearchal and complex (Notitia) 
3. Cities hub of life and admin 
4. Provinces reorganized – “more efficient” 
5. Many new offices (Notitia) 
response to crisis of 1st c.: 3 generations  later 
changes because of pressures on the empire 
4. society and economy 
Diocletian and Constantine – reissued coinage to stabilize the economy 
300: imperial enquiry – value of goods and labour 
301: Price Edict of Diocletian – on pain of death!
max price demolished 
gold of greater importance 
Constantine created (311) 1 1/2 g solidus (solid gold coin) 
Ultimate store of value for overseas trade 
Preferred way of pay overseas 
Trade routes in late antiquity 
Silk route to china 
Sea route to India, Sri Lanka
Incense Route through Arabia 
Society – increasingly hierarchal, including bureaucracy and whole society 
Regulated by dozens of imperial laws 
Increased in visibility of class system 
Super rich 1% v. poor 99%
Place in society based on parents and $ 
Social mobility grounded to a halt; had to take the profession of your father, controlled by govt, reinforced by imperial spies 
Laws created castes – eg. Inheritance of occupation 
Top of heap – emperor and family 
Social elites – landowners 
Strict hierarchy – e.g. different grades of senators 
Carissimi – most clear 
Spectabiles – 
Illustri – illustrious 
Partly because of influx of barbarians and nouveaux-riches who wanted to be at top of social order 
Casualty of this: 
Equestrians – merge with senators 
Who else is important? 
Clergy, esp. bishops 
Benefactors, civil defence, community leaders 
***Chrstianity allowed ppl other options 
more ways to achieve power 
bishop – aristocrats can participate in govt by becoming one; become extremely rich and powerful 
allowed women to reject traditional role of housewife and mother to become a hemit in the dessert 
stylites; symyan saints 

Fourth Century: Renaissance, Religion
After crisis of third cent: culture not destroyed 
Importance of classical culture, e.g. Homer, Cicero 
Education 
Bordeaux – rhetoric 
Athens – rhetoric, philosophy 
Beirut, Rome – law
Paganism and Christianity 
Major division? Or crossover? 
Paganism 
Neoplatonism and Christian morality 
Use of pagan ideas, places by Christians
Transform temples to churches to neutralize power 
Essential characteristic of religious landscape: fluidity 
Paganism 
Complex, diverse 
Transformation of imperial cult – no more worshipping of the emperor 
Points of conflict 
Emperors, eg: 
Constantine, 331 – persecutes by confiscating temples to get money for imperial causes 
Constantius II – periodically would ban specific types of sacrifice 
Attacks on cults – dependent on nature of the emperor and the timing as well 
Did not die out since was promoted by aristocratic Romans 
Symmachus 
Lamblichus 
Libanius 
Last great battle to keep statue of Pagan Nike statue of victory for shared heritage – Symmachus, prefect of Rome, 382-402, emperor Valentinian II, Ambrose ; lost, since was removed from statehouse 
Transformation of ‘base’ of pagan belief 
Time of art, creativity – by pagans 
Plotinus, Porphyry, lamblichus (neoplatonists) 
Julian (emperor) 
Symmachus 
Historia Augusta
Ammianus Marcellinnus (historian) – one of most important Roman historians of all time; begins where Tacitus stops; high ranking military office, meaning eyewitness of almost all that he narrates, sadly most of his work has been lost 
Judaism 
Major revolts 68-70 and 132-135
Frequently persecute by all sides 
2 main schools of learning 
Tiberus (Galilee) 
Mesopotamia 
Christianity 
On rise after Constantine 
Developed theology -> “Church Fathers” flourished 
Supported and funded to write to tease out Christian philosophy 
Basil 
John Chrysostom 
Gregory of Naziannus 
At Augustine 
Jerome…etc 
Frequent probs/schisms – required imperial intervention 
Orthodoxy (declared by the Emperor) v. heresy 
Major councils – Nicaea (325); Ephesus (431) ; Chalcedon (451) 
All dealt with problems of developing theology 
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Main source : Ammianus Marcellinus 
Who was he 
Solder b. 330 at Antioch 
350: corps of protectors domestici 
staff officer to Ursicinus, general to Constantius II 
servie in Italy, Gaul, Germany, Illyria, East 
witnessed 
back in 363 with Julian, disaster in East 
reverse of eveyrhting got with reign of Diocletian 
retired to Rome 380s 
only have part of 330s 
culmination – Adrianople, 378
style: 
eyewitness narration (says he 
objective but biased style (likes Julian, hates Christians), like Livy 
sometimes critical 
influenced by standard tropes, ideas, eg. Ethnographies of barbarians 
task: follow Tacitus (so began in 96 AD, where T left out; long fabricated speeches since none of historians present so they write what think they should/said 
stylistically like Livy, Tacitus
govt, speeches, wars, great men (Julian) 
v. learned style – quotes and acknowledges Cicero, Herodotus, Thucydides, Homer, Virgil, others  

return to narrative: Julian, coming to power in Paris, Constantius dead 
bio 
grandson of Constantius Chlorus 
b. 331
classical education of arictocrats 
raised as a Christian, but under spell of pagan orator teacher Libanius 
Julian and paganism – Amm. Marc. 22.5 [A.D. 361] 
When becomes emperor 
Encouraged orthodoxy and separating the Christians to pit them against each other and not him; so he coud busy them in discussing things with each other and 
Julian – the intellectual 
Famously wrote Misopogon 
Hero = Marcus Aurelius 
Anti-hero = Constantine for taking away Pagan 
Caesar to Constantius II 
Famous military victory – 357, Strasbourg 
Strasbourg, 35: Amm. Marc. 16, 11
After victory, winter at Paris (Lutetia), became Augustus 
Now: 
Looked to older, Augustan, ideas (and Marcus Aurelius) 
Roman identity classical virtues from Julius Caesar 
Piety 
Justice 
Clemency – Caesar 
Kindness 
Felt lost with 3rd century crisis and the Christianization of Rome 
Earned epithet ‘Apostate’ – someone who returns to a previous religion 
Restored paganism – opened temple
Actions against Christians – banned from teaching, couldn’t hold public office 
War with Shapur II- il-fated invasion 
Killed on campaign to invade Sassanian Empire 
Amm. Marc. 25.3: death of Julian 
Die on warfield defending your shield;  a soldier never leaves any equipment behind 

Ammianus and other officers – look for replacement 
Who? Jovian 
Forced to make peace 
Had to give up all in gained by Diocletian in 298 Peace of Nisibus (70 yrs of gain lost in 1 afternoon) 
Huge defeat 
Jovian reversed Julian’s religious policies 
Result of all this? Crisis, 364-395
Similar to 3rd century crisis 
Mostly military involving BARBARIANS in the west 
Roman frontier policies with Goths, Franks 
Problems in central Asia -> pushing against Goths 
Divide this period into 3 bnits 
Valentinian I 
Theodosius 
Stilicho (war-lord, half-barbarian) 
Valentinian I 
Quickly divided empire 
Western capital: now, Milan (closer to border of frontiers) 
Gave east empire to bro, Valens, Constantinople (bad decision)
367: added Gratian, son, as Augustus no. 3, Trier (splits empire completely)
Vespasian, Augustus as models 
Many problems on frontiers 
Valens facing big problems in  east 
372/3 – wars with Sasanians
major problem on Danube 
Goths, pressed by Huns violence, – sought permission to enter Empire in exchange for military service 
Settled inside Roman territory : harassed, mistreated, instigated revolt against local Roman officials 
Valens decided to face Goths at Adrianople, Thrace, mid-August 378
August; hot; long march
Don’t have enough water and food to eat 
Urged to wait for Gratian to attack 
But Valens decided to win glory for himself 
Amm. Marc. 31, 12
What happened at Adrianople? 
Romans attacked during parlay 
Gothic cavalry attacks when see this 
Roman army Enveloped and massacred; total confusion 
Amm. Marc. 31, 12-16 
Valens killed but body not found; 
Adrianople 
Stunning defeat 
Emperor killed; body vanished 
Comparison to consular rivalry of Punic Wars; Valens should have waited for Gratian 
Amm. Marc. 31, 13.14
After Adrianople – Theodosius
Valens dead 
Amm. Marc. 30.6

Theodosius 
Now – Gratian in west, 4-yr old Valentinian II, needed help
In E: Theodosius, son of Val I’s general 
Gratian dead in 383
Val II in 392
Theodosius: 395, left 2 young sons (Western/Eastern emperors) since young, inexperienced and taken advantage of by advisors and courtiers: 
Honorius, Arcadius 
Theodosius – last man to control empire by self 
Arcadius and Honorius (E and W) – young, easily manipulated 
Multiple coups, ineffective leadership
Feature of period – Valens, Val I, Val II- weak 
Army < enemies 
Ammianus – wary 
E: probs with Sasanians 
W: Goths and Huns 
Goths ok over time – Huns emerge as major enemy 
Huns – from Eurasian steppe – prominent in 370s
376: raiding Goths 
success based on composite bow 
shoot from long distance that Goths have nothing to reply with 
knock-on effect – Goths -> Roman Empire
**lot of issues related to Huns and the reliability 
Theodosius ended Gothic wars 
Allowed settlement for army service 
Peace treaty out of necessity; settlement on Roman land for military service
Gothic  treaty – brought Alaric, Gothic-leader, to fore 
Goths really benefit from this treaty; come inside the empire to become really powerful 
Stilicho and Alaric, 395-410 
Infighting – symptom of weak govt; none at top willing to stamp leadership and enforce it; Alaric sits in palace and puts power to Stilicho 
Stilicho (warlord): leading general of Theodosius
E.g. of barbarian (German vandal) at high level; risen for merit; 2 ways for barbarians for obtaining power, either fight it or work in it 
Regent of Honorius 
Task: rebuld comitatus – to make western defences robust again 
***empire right now permanently divided 
Stilicho needed help from east 
At Thessalonica, met by envoys from Rufinus 
Remember: Honorius and Arcadius v. Young 
Honorius  + regent Stilicho 
V. 
Arcadius, regent: Rufinus, praetorian prefect 
*east and west fighting each other while fighting other enemies 
ultimatum from Rufinus 
Stilicho, left his retinue with Gainas 
In Constantinople, Gainas -> Rufus 
Double-dealing: Gainas (Stilicho’s man in east, Constantinople) now betrayed Stilicho 
Perfect example of ambiton/run 
Now, allied with Eutropius, eunuch in control of Arcadius 
Bigger prob: lack of cooperation btw E and W
East: sees west as a problem 
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The Balkans joins the east and the west through a sort of land bridge 
***Stlicho had a vandal mother 

Stilicho and Alaric, 395-410 
401: Alaric  set sights on Italy 
drove Honorius from Milan 
Stilicho with western comitatus, defeated A. 
Stilicho desperately trying to keep things together 
Famous event: Dec. 31, 407 
Rhine froze 
Causes migration of Alans, Suevi, Vandals; destabilized security in the Gauls 
Sparked security crisis; could not be stopped 
Revolt in Brtiain by Constantine, military commander, self-styled “Constatntine III” – declared himself legitimate emperor of western empire 
Indication of problems from Zosimus (pagan author) 
Zosimus, Historia Nova, 5.26-7 – problems between east an west; Radagaisus; revolt of Constantine III
Everytime he has a break, something happens 
Stilicho surrounded by a whole bunch of problems and everytime he fixes the security issue, something comes up 
Response of Stilicho: fortify Alps; wait for CII
While waiting, more problems
Honorius hated wife Maria – Stiicho’s daughter 
Courtiers hated Maria and Stilicho 
Resentment against Germans 
Uncouth and unhygienic to wear trousers as barbarians do 
Ppl jealous of Stilicho’s success in entering royal family through daughter’s marriage 
Now: terrible timing: death of Arcadius by falling off horses 
Next emp: Theodosius II, only 7, dies same way 
In Stilicho, ambition burned for control of east 
Faced probs. With CII, Alaric 
Soln – buy off Alaric…for now
Alaric broke so agrees to not attack Rome for now in exchange for senate protection money 
Idea presented to Honorius – use Alaric vs. CII
Advisors did not like this “German” idea and conspiracy; too far 
Stilicho arrested, executed 
EMPIRE DUE TO RIVALRY IN THE PALACE RUIN THEIR OWN BEST LEADERS 
Zosimus, Hostoria Nova, 5.29 – death of Stilicho 
Was accused with “crimes againt the commonwealth”
Calmly surrended his neck to the sword 
“He was the most moderate and just of all men who possessed great authority” 
Germans purged   
Honorius – one of Rome’s most inept emperors – v. Alaric 
What did Alaric want 
Wanted military command
Money 
Honorius deposed; new emperor, Attalus, deposed; Alaric then lost it  a lot 
If Stilicho was still around, Aug. 24, 410, sack of Rome by Alaric and Goths, wouldn’t have happened 
St. Augustine City of God 
Sparked literary outpouring 
Pagans: this happened because Christianity made Rome weak and feeble 
***Barbarians actually wanted to become Romanized 
hybrid Roman-Barbarian identity both ways through 
fall of Rome revealed what? 
Military decline (after Adrianople due to decline in quality, standards, and recruitment)
Bureaucrat and govt infighting 
Lack of stable leadership leads to hard survival 
700 yrs (4th c.) since Rome invaded/attacked by outside forces
St. Jerome
St. Augustine 
Alaric died in 411 
476: most famous non-event of history 
last western emperor deposed to have a german king take his place 
when did “Rome” fall?
When?: 
Ceased to “rule” empire? 
Ceased to rule Italy? (old heartland taken by barbarians who form their own kingdom)
Territory given to barbarians? (sowing seeds for own destruction when 
Rome sacked? (Alaric and Goths) 
Fall of Syria by Muslim invaders, 636
642 fall of Alexandria to Muslim expanding caliphate 
****Rome becomes Balkan/Byzantine empire 
really, just evolving as before, but this time into medieval kingdoms 
****problematic 
at least 642 – confined Roman Empire to Balkans – ended Mediterranean domination 
fall of Rome is gradual 
**not helpful to pick a date, but if must, should choose 642
the Roman world in the 5th century: 
breakdown of govt in western Europe 
Roman bureaucrats create and control law while the Goths control military
Bilingual hybrid society with re-invented Roman ideas 
Germanic tribes: created post-Roman kingdoms 
Ex: France (Franks), Spain – foundations of medieval Europe 
***nerdy factoid
 Frangoye -> Ferengi 
new power in Balkans: Huns, led by Attila
stereoptypes of Romans of the Huns (barbarians): savagery, military Barbary 
Ammianus on the Huns: excerpts 
“are a race savage beyond all parallel” 
“they grow up without beards, and consequently without any beauty” 
“They are certainly in the shape of men, however uncouth, but are so unhardy that they neither require fire nor well-flavoured food, but live on the roots of such herbs as they get in the fields” 
tenderizing meat with horses all day btw thighs 
“if asked, can any one of them tell you where he was born, as he was conceived in one place, born in another at a great distance, and brought u in another” 
“they are utterly ignorant of the distinction btw right and wrong” 
“they have no respect for religion” 
problems of the Huns really a problem for the Eastern Empire 
Attila destroyed remnants of Danube defences 
Romans build a policy of buying off Attila
Write treaties with him, which increase each time to Atilla’s adavantage; makes Rome look weak 
Effective since keeps Attila away while the eastern emperor deals with his inner empire problems 
Another eyewitness: Priscus, historian 
Served Theodosius II son of Arcadius, emperor 408-450
In Priscus, E v. W; 
Attila sees the 2 empires as separate 
Priscus: Rome and the Huns, Rome and the Goths 
Buying off Attila = sound idea for Romans since he was the 2nd danger after Persia 
***when Attila dies, hunnic empire falls apart 
embassy at Attila’s court 
eastern Romans? 
Ideas, v. Olympiodorus 
470s: western empire = lost cause 
prefecture of Gaul, part of Italy – independent? 
Alaric dies; half-bro, Athaulf 
Visigoths (string-goths) -> gp west 
What did Athaulf do? 
Bid for Roman power 
Marries Galla Placidia, sister of Honorius, in order to make himself a legitimate Roman leader of his future rule of France and some parts of Spain; ***important aspect of post-Roman world 
(ways to achieve power and legitimacy as ruler 
become Christian 
buy roman titles 
marry into imperial family
***effective policy for Romans (Honorius) – more military and security support since now family 
420s: Visigoth kingdom in France, Spain
drove out Vandals -> N. Africa 
(10 yr migration) Vandals took Carthage, 439 
How? Italian infighting in Italian court of same kind that consumed Stilicho
Galla Placidia 
Hated brother, Honorius 
Hated Aetius, Roman general – Rome’s best bet in keeping the Roman Empire together 
Ethnogenesis – beginning of a ppl; Vandals for German historians in 19th c.,  became popular; came in with German nationalism; these migrations have made ppl come into tighter bonding groups 
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Macrinus
Julia Maesa:
Rumour: notice how Bassianus looks like Caracalla? Maybe he’s some kind of illegitimate son, or something.
Someone believed it
III Gallica, 218, acclaimed Bassianus emperor
Syrian side of family
What now? Severan dynasty  Syrian side
Who’s next?
Elagabalus
Bassianus = Elagabalus
Name comes from priestly cult formed around the god of Emesa
Was high priest of the cult and emperor
Put more effort into priestly duties
Idol of temple. What to do with it?
It was a giant black rock
Roman confusion – oh, but Jupiter…
Cult absorbed into Roman religion
Rock becomes Jupiter
Elagabalus – as emperor, but high priest too
Rejected Roman traditions; embraced eastern ones
Luxurious…cruel
Gold Phoenician robes
Danced to the flute
Etc
Reign:
One year procession with The Rock
219: only cared about The Rock
221: built temple for The Rock
Elagabalium
All other gods < The Rock
The other cult statues were in a circle around The Rock
“henotheism” (inclusive monotheism)
Who was governing? The Rock?
Princesses
Julia Maesa (grandma)
Soaemias (mom)
222: Gessius (other son) adopted by Maesa – dynasty
222: Gessius Alexianus and Elagabalus: co-cos
Problems in Rome
Financial issues (from Caracalla)
Germans
Army, praetorian (very conservative)
They don’t like the emperor
Hostility
And:
Exotic behaviour of Elagabalus
Passion for exotic animals
Nepotism – elevated his hairdresser, dancers, to high positions
Cassius Dio
Member of Senate
Refers to Elagabalus by many different names
Sardanapalus = Avitus = False Antoninus = Elagabalus
Gets confusing
Rumours: Elagabalus would exile Senate
Julia Mamaea – working against Elagabalus
Why? Supporting Alexianus, instead
Julia Mamaea provoked praetorians
Purge of family
Put Alexianus in control
Massacre of Elagabalus (18 years old), partisans, mother (Julia Soaemias) – Elagabalus got the name “Tiberinus”
Because his body was thrown into the Tiber
Now, damnation memoriae of Elagabalus
Cassius Dio on their demise
With death of Elagabalus
Severus Alexander (Alexianus) 222-235
Severus – Septimius Severus
Alexander – Alexander the Great
Sources: lots of praise
E.g. Cassius Dio – became consul under Severus
But Severus – real power with princesses
Julia Maesa and Julia Mamaea
(reminder: Julia Domna dead at Antioch, Julia Soaemias dead in 222 with son, Elagabalus)
Then, 226, Julia Maesa dead, left Mamea on her own
Julia Mamea: repair damage done by Elagabalus by returning to traditions
Underpinned: e.g. by name
Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander
Return to tradition outlined in three key areas
Moral – Senate – Religion
Moral:
Palace – major scandals with Elagabalus
Rise of jurists to reinforce laws
Most famous: Ulpian, praetorian prefect, murdered in 223
Ulpian – idea that men are equal, ideas of humanism
E.g. be nice to your slaves
Senate:
Weakening of Senate – tried to reverse it
Continued with rise of equestrians
Religion:
Elagabalium (temple): now temple of Jupiter the Avenger
The Rock sent back East
Severus – idea of worshipping who ever you wanted, including Christ, AtG, Abraham, etc
Patronises Christian writings – e.g. Origen
See RELI 2710 notes
In the east: major events
Coup in Iran
Parthians overthrown by Sasanians
Weakened the empire
New era in Roman-Iranian relations
Sasanians
Militant
Organised
Religious zeal – Mazdaism – form of Zoroastrianism, intolerant, exclusive
Ahura Mazda was central deity
See RELI 2710 notes
When Constantine made Christianity the state religion, the two monotheistic religions clashed and caused 4 centuries of conflict between the empires
Reclaim Achaemenid empire?
Land that was formerly part of this empire was now in Roman territory
New army: cataphracts – Romans had no answer
Armoured cavalry
Used spaces sacred to Achaemenids
E.g. Maqs-i-Rustam, southern Iran
Famous relief of first Sasanian king, Ardashir I
Receiving power from Ahura Mazda
Horses trampling bodies of Parthian family
Priest sanctioning Ardashir as king
Cassius Dio
Legions in Mesipotamia killed their own commander
230-1: Sasanians invaded Roman Empire
Mesopotamia; Syria; Turkey
Severus, at Antioch, 231
Transferred European armies (from Rhine and Danube) to help
Severus commanded central force: partial success
Romans not ready for discipline and aggression of enemy
Particularly from the Sasanian cavalry
Roman cavalry doesn’t play a large role
Roman infantry vs. Sasanian cavalry
One Roman force annihilated
Severus claimed success – capture of Ctesiphon?
Mutiny 232 – pretender, Taurinus
233: claimed triumph over Sasanians
Problems in west, campaigning on Rhine and Danube
At Moguntiacum (Mainz) – Maximinus Thrax led another mutiny
Mutiny of Legio XXII at Mainz:
Mamaea and Severus murdered
This was the same legion that helped get Severus in command!
235: end of African and Syrian branches of Severans, and a new crisis for the Roman world
Verdict
Some themes – continue
Importance of provinces > Italy
Maximinus Thrax
Religious life: importance of east
Syncretism, henotheism – diversity of cults
Christianity?
In the shadows. Still conflicting with Roman religion
Intellectual life
Herodian – Syrian
Cassius Dio – Bithynia, wrote in Greek
Ulpian, jurist and prefect, from Lebanon
And new ideas:
Neo-Platonism: Plotinus, Origen – religious/mystical philosophical movement
Vibrant, complex cultural world
Christian writers
Clement of Alexandria
Tertullian
Origen
Highly-educated
Gave Christianity academic dimension
Under the patronage of the empire!
See RELI 2710 notes
Political evolution?
Augustan government still there – sort of
Empire evolved
Provincial elites > Italians, Romans
Equestrians > senators
Senate < emperor
All: continuities of things set in train by Augustus, successors
From Trajan – idea of Jovian rule continued
In the end
Universal rule – one emperor, one citizenry, one capital, all under divine sanction
Lacks universal religion to back this up
Will form basis for Constantine later on
AD 235
Political equilibrium?
No major disasters
But problems in East and North
Britain – 10% of imperial army
Germans – after mid 3rd century – new threat
Goths, Franks, Quadi, Alamanni (“tough guys”), Marcomanni
Lower Danube: 13 legions – very dangerous
Eastern end:
Sarmatians, Iazyges, Alans
And in east: Iran



Roman World in 5th c. 
476: Odoacer – overthrew feeble emperor, Romulus Augustulus (
declares himself king of Italy 
Odoacer: creature of times 
Meanwhile, in Africa…
477: Vandal king, Gaiseric, dead
separated Italy from Africa 
fulfilled prophecy of Virgil: supreme historical irony 
because of love triangle (Hunneric/Eudocia/Petronius Maximus)
an avenger would come from Carthage to punish descendants of Aeneas (the Romans) 
sidenote: the decadence of the Vandals (Procopius)
6TH c lit: view barbarian kings as decadent Romans 
defeated since became decadent like Romans did, not because not good soldiers 
***Gaul separated twice before; third and last time (around 400)
476: conventional date of collapse of Western power, then 
(slow, violent, transformation of one thing to another; barbarian kings didn’t come with govts; had to appropriate some) 
Theodosius II reigned: 408-450
Helped by
Pulcheria 
Eudoxia
(both these women hated each others gut; but worked together for the good of the empire)
power based on links between structure of the church and imperial palace 
main issue and focus: internal and external security of the empire 
mass effort: Theodosian Code, 437 (foundation of English law)
began with Constantine (Christian law NOT Diocletian and Diocletian since heretic pagans) 
idea: empire of Theodosius II = Christian empire 
relationship between emperor and faith 
God’s kingdom on earth; emperor = God;s representative on earth
Bk 16: devoted to Nicene Creed, heresies 
Impose imperial orthodoxy
2 important wars with Persia based on religion 
Main problem still Trinity; causes war 
Council of Ephesus, 431 – v. famous 
Nestorians condemned – fled to Persia 
450: Theodosius – like father, like son, falls off od horse and dies 
Pulcharia (sister) married Marcian – political move (to become emperor and give a woman such power) of marriage if he respects her chastity; celibate marriage 
Marcian’s pact 
Council of Chalcedon, 451, under Marcian 
New, “interpreted” creed of Nicaea

Despite divisions
Debates -> promoted imperial unity 
Christianity = type of glue holding people together 
If any type of Christian makes you a person from Roman empire; not a heretic and ally of Persia 
Marcian 
Dealt with aftermath of Attila 
Lots of ppl absorbed into the army, society, etc., from Huns 
Promoted division btw Greek speakers 
Idea of what it meant to be Roman – moving target 
Now tied in with idea of language, orthodoxy (Catholic) 
E.g. Goths – like “Arian” heresy, so not Roman 
Prejudice built against Germans 
so, Marcian’s right-hand-man, Aspar – German doomed to failure (cannot be an empire

Eastern Emperors and Western Kings
Greek candidate, Leo -> favoured 
But more complex …
Manner of Leo’s acclamation (Greek-speaking Orthodox Christian)
Barbarian acclamation like Julian at France 
Roman acclamation 
***need to accommodate for all aspects of society 
Leo until 474
Major failure in the West 
Succeeded by Zeno, another Greek
Aspar, out of favour – sons joined with Goths, also out of favour 
Two bands of Goths, led by 
Theoderic Strabo (fell off a horse; 3rd in a century) 
Theoderic Amal – Ostrogoths 
Zeno (Eastern emperor): supported Theoderic Amal’s ambition to rule Italy 
So: Amal drove out Odoacer, created Octrogothic kingdom
How was this done? 
Murdered at dinner 
Anon. Valesianus (6th c. chronicle) 
Barbarian kings defer to Roman emperor authority to rule as Roman deputies before 476 (until no longer a Roman emperor to defer to) 
GOODBYE Odoacer, 493 (should have seen that coming as he di that himself 
Conquest of Amal: divided western empire into 4: 
Italy: Ostrogoths 
Spain: Visigoths 
Africa: Vandals
Gaul: Franks
Each have curious characteristics 
Roman elite 
Ran church 
Ran local govt for German kings 
German kings “tried to be Roman” 
Best example: Cassiodorus, in Italy, for Amals 
Invent false history of Amal dynasty going back to Aeneas back to Troy (long ppl with a proud history; process of legitimization od political authority over Roman ppl since came from barbaric war lords with no remembered history
Excerpt of this from: Procopius, The Gothic Wars 

What type of king was Theodoric Amal – hybridization of barbarians – “alternative Romans” 
***EVOLUTION OF EMPIRE NOT FALL/DECLINE; FUSING BOTH PARTS O SOCIETY THROUGH MIXED EMPERORS (BARBARIANS AND ROMANS) 
-> evolution NOT collapse 
Cassiodorus 
Boethius and Consolation of Philosophy 
Both: classically-educated, sophisticated Latin 

Gildas
St. Patrick, too – religious, literary continuities

Waves of barbarians crushing the empire and changing it forever
Not really
Finish with Europe 
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The Barbarian Kingdoms – The Berbers 
What is the basic problem these guys have? 
What is the basis of power? = military power 
What are they trying to do about it? 
Trying to create Roman world in their own societies 

After fall of Ravena, Roman and Barbarians separate more 
Roman taste does not go away 

Procopius The Gothic Wars 

Barbarian Kings have dual identity 

- waves of barbarians crushing the empire and changing it forever? (17th c. idea of clash of civilizations; civilized v. uncivilized) 
not really 
finish with Europe 
507 Clovis 

Clovis 
Gregory of Tours 
Calls Clovis ‘a new Constantine’ 
Note terms of reference – Roman, Christian – still most powerful thing to be measured against 
View from the east 
Grave of Childeric – solidi 
Childeric, founder kings of Franks (ancestor of Clovis) 
King of dual ppl 
Barbarians wanted Rex
Romans wanted an Emperor 
He gave them both 
Great-grandfather = seamonster 
Therefore, gets a consulship (Clovis) 
Ways of expressing power Barbarian and Roman ways 
Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks 
Clovis is loaded with Roman symbolism 
Purple colour 
Diadem 
Consul
Augustus 
Clovis – conquests – enlarged kingdom, made Franks major player 
Special to France since put territory of France 
Died In 511
Buried in Paris – Church of Holy Apostles – tomb now in basilica, France 

Theodoric Amal – buried tomb in Ravenna 
Died in 526

EVOLUTION not fall of Roman Empire 

Justinian 
Made his name in good and bad ways 
Incredibly important figure in Roman history 
B. 480s, in Balkans, Thrace 
When young man, Anastasius = emperor 
Very stable rule 
Sympathies to heresies (especially to Monophizites; reconciliation 
Collected lots of money in the treasury 
Protected Rome’s borders 
Uncle of Justinian = Justin 
Senior army commander 
Early 6th c.: new war with Persia 
Religious fanaticism 
Zoroastrian revelation 
Christians in Iran: persecution 
Causes 130 war btw Rome and Persia n empire 
Dramatic death of Anastasius 
Justin took over: 518 
Adopted nephew Justinian to prepare him for imperial throne to create a dynasty (east empire) 
Fast track career 
Co-emperor 527 -> took over as sole emperor in same year when uncle died (age 47 once becomes emperor; old but experienced) 
Main source = Procopius 
Greek 
3 famous (and highly controversial) books 
1. Wars 
about 
Rome v. Persia 
Rome v. Goths 
Rome v. Vandals 
2. Buildings 
panegyric to Justinian 
praise book that says that Justinian built every 
3. Secret History (“Anecdota”) 
complete attack on Justinian and his wife Theodora after Justinian’s death 
debated whether he wrote it or not 
well-educated 
Christian 
Private secretary to Belisarius – 17 yrs 
Therefore witnessed what he records (unlike making things uo like Livy) 
Valuable image of emperor of east and west 
Jordanes 
Writes History of Goths in Latin 
How Goths came from all across the world to Italy to form a ppl 
Importance 
Migration (like Aeneas from Troy therefore like Romans; creates fictitious dynasty of the Amals)
Wars 
Latins 
Reign of Justinian 
Intellectual vitality 
Justinian Code 
Cf. in west: 506, Visigoths, law code
Standardized law code = hallmark of a civilized society 
Justinian’s Code, Theodosian Code -> formed basis of medieval laws -> modern law 
Began 528
Digest, 50 books 
Finished Dec 30, 533 – institutes (txtbk) 
534 – Codex Justinianus finished 
(Codex = giant book) 
code – imperial legislation from 2nd c AD 
ppl petitioned Justinian in 1000s of letters 
emperors office sends replies called rescripts that were sent to place of origin; some set in stone 
valuable source for 
way emperor did job (through other ppl)
application of law 
promote laws of empire under protection of God 
at same time 
provocations near Black Sea – new war 
consequence of losing territory after 363 (Jovian) 
sticking point: Dara (fortified city on border of 2 states)
southern Turkey 
near Nisibus (treaty of 298 under its name) 
concerned of Roman army at their doorstep 
major problem – Romans too near to Nisibis for Sasanian comfort 
long border war 
final peace in 532 
BUT always tensions on the frontiers 
Buildings – always a problem 
Tied in with 
1. Treaties 363 – no building allowed for both sides (but both broke that) 
2. Customs arrangements at Nisibus 
threatened by Roman presence in Dara 
***Dara threatened balance 

also, problems at Caspian Gates
 natural invasion route into Sasanian Empire 
Persian proposition to build border wall and forts that would protect both the Romans and the Sasanians by blocking block route between Caspian and Black Seas 
Reasonable request to fund 
Often turned down – friction
BUT not all war; trade and dialogue, too 
Adoption of Sasanian emperor by roman 
The 2 lights of the world 
Intervention 

After this: 
Huge riot where Justinian is almost killed in Constantinople, 532 
Called Nike riot 
Circus factions 
Mullets 
Ended in attempted coup: massacre 
Before Justinian goes to conquer the West, has problems: 
Internal security problems (with this massacre)
Diplomatic issues with Persians (Caspian Gates)
Never ending problems of heresy and orthodoxy 

DUX = Barbarian leader v. EMPEROR = Roman leader 

After riots, security restored 
Ambitious plan 
Recover Western Empire (Italy = Spiritual homeland and Africa = wheat) 
Peace of 363 with Romans 
Internal security 
GONNA COST A LOT 

Basic ideas 
South to North 
Africa 
Sicily (cant let Vandals control any part) 
Lay foundation for Italy 
Architect = Flavius Belisarius 
Myth of blind beggar when fell out of favour with Justinian 50 times, had eyeballs removed 

Campaign of West 
Phase 1: 
Smooth 
Belisarius in Africa 533: routed Vandals 
<12 months – Africa completely rounded up; no resistance from the Vandals 
Carthage: Procopius spied in 3rd person saying leader going for rest break 
Phase 2: 
536: moved to Italy 
began well? 
Rome – under siege for four years 
Ravenna – seat od ostrogothic power therefore is important goal for Belisarius 
Problems with Ostrogoths in Italy 
Fire their king who is doing a bad job and put a Gothic war lord in his place (military king) 
Will take over a generation for Romans to subdue Italy 
How happy were Italians to be liberated? 
Not really; since intermarriage and close symbioses of 2 societies to become 1; roman aristocrats led the area and the goths provided the military protection 
Romans took land of roman aristocrats living there 
In Naples, Jews not persecuted 
Roman TAXES 
Created resentment towards Belisarius and his army  
Consequences of invasion 
Economic 
Famine 
Italian economy bad 
Political 
Destroys political leadership of the goths 
Undermines 
Problems with post-mission planning, especially in N. Africa 
Long war in Africa for 40 yrs caused since 
Procopius on the war (Proc. Bell. Goth. 7.1.23-24)
Other un
Natural catastrophes 
530s: volcanic eruption 
winters 
crops (physical destruction by armies + natural disasters; no crops for 3 yrs) 
occasion of the sun (maybe related to the volcanic eruption) 
(Cass. Var. 12.25)
Zachariah of Mytilene 535-536
Also widespread crop failure in Syria in 536
540s; bubonic plague swept across the roman empire; even Justinian got it 
1/3 of empire popn dead 
also experienced by the Persians 
famine 
(Proc. Bell. Goth. 6.20)
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- Rasafa (Sergiopolis) 
- Constantinople – Hagia Sophia = “Divine Wisdom” (Justinian’s huge Church) 
pilgrimage site 
biggest 
centre of Roman Christian Commonwealth 
600 underground systems to provide clean drinking water; most built by Justinian but done bby several 

Justinian’s legacy 
Negatives
Wars in west, east 
Shift in balance of power 
Balkans – result of war with Ostrogoths 
Ostrogoths no longer Roman ally 
To justify the campaign, said guy under him misunderstood what he wanted 
Poor planning and poor response to what was happening in the empire 
What did Justinian really achieve????????????
(Proc. Anec. 18.13-21) – invasion of Italy – to invade a country, need to destabilize its allying neighbours 


Clive Owen as Arthur – Hamlet ***NOT on our exam***
Arthur didn’t exist 
Problematizing 
Examine as post-colonial historical problem 
Ancient evidence for Arthur? 
2 Latin histories Gildas (cranky British monk in 520s; corruption of british , Nennius (827, Northern Wales monk at time when much of Britain lost to Saxons) 
killing Saxons 
Badon is the battle usually associated with Arthur – books, movies, etc.  
Gildas  
Arthur as Christian war leader at Badon 
Nennius, Historia Brittonum, ch. 56 (written c. 827 AD) 
Traditional idea – Arthur vs. Vortigern (like in movie) 
Allowed Saxons to settle in Eastern Britain like way barbarians were in Rome; eventually worked way west to conquer most of Britain 
Post-Roman Britain 
Only battle with credibility – Badon 
Why doesn’t Gildas mention Arthur??
“No smoke without a fire” theory, surely he was there, right? NOOO
can we locate anyone named Arthur in history in Britain in this time period
name is rare 
4 in Scotland at same time (1 with missing arm and others die young) 
Lucius Artorius Castus 
Best option
From Dalmatia 
3rd c
distinguished military career 
can 3rd c Britain = medieval Wales 
cant be fighting 300 yrs after death at young age 
other angles of approach. What is the function of Nennius text and record of Arthur? 
Nennius – 827 AD – modeled on old Welsh battle poems 
From range of books with amazing names (praise books; not realistic; Welsh killing the English) purpose to glorify kings, individuals, formulaic, recitation   
Black Book of Carmarthen (9th c.) ‘Grave poems’: 
A grave for March, one for Gwythyr, 
Another for Redsworth…
The World’s wonder, a grave for Arthur 
Godossin (8th c) Welsh poem about epic defeat by Saxons: 
(unpronounceable Welsh name) … fed sufficient to the black crows 
Nennius, 73. 1-2
9th c – Arthur is already being mythologized
btw Gildas and Nennius, ]
appears in Welsh poems with no context 
‘a survivor of Roman civilistion fighting a des
Roman empire is not a fall, but rather as an accommodation and transfer of power, Ravenna to Barbarian kingdoms

So, about Arthur: 
Evidence inconclusive 
Is there any point trying to figure this out? 
(Do we care?)

much better question : why does Arthur suddenly show up in nENNIUS IN 827 
WHY W
CREDIBUILITY IN 9TH C WALES 
Roman legacy question – like other barbarian kingdoms
Begin with Gildas 
Gildas: writes in 6th c, British separation 
Latin Christian writer living among barbarians trying to make sense of the world 
Writes in Roman Christian fashion 
Explain world via Christian framework 
Roman empire = expression of God’s empire 
Fond of divine retribution 
Like Lactantius – invasion of gauls by the frANKS BECAUSE Romans = bad Christians 
Retribution can be restorative 
Saxon’s = God’s punishment for Britain 
Paralles in cAUL, WITH 
Soln  = religiou zeal + military ability 
Gildas uses roman military figure, Ambrosius Aurelianus 
1. Pray a lot 
kill Saxons 
result = Christian leader with a Roman name 
also makes a prophecy based on Old Testament 
British are like people of Israel – will regain position (be pious and fight hard and will return as God’s chosen ppl; to bede, british are the chosen ppl) 
Therefore, Arthur (Roman war leader with a ) makes sense 
Where does rome fit in? 
Gildas = classical education; hates Romans (tax collectors), loves Roman army (to kill the Saxons) 
Essentially a post-colonial problem – some parts of roman identity worh keeping 
Modern examples? 
India? – railways built by the British; who owns it? 
Canada? –why do we keep the Queen on our currency 
Nennius: Britain in deep trouble, Nennius continues story of Gildas, completes prophecy 
Same cast of characters – Vortigen, Hengis, etc. 
How can brits solve issue? Piety + military strength 
Arthur replaces Ambrosius 
Also in Nennius: 
British have become big bros of Romans – Britto = friends with Aeneas 
But relationship btw Britain and Rome now gone to arm’s length (no longer subordinate) 
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History and Identity—Arthur 
- Arthur story:
1. snapshot of colonial legacy
2. similar situations in Europe
3. one answer to question:
“how did being part of a powerful empire affect me, my history, my identity”
a question worth thinking about…
Who was Antoine Poidebard
French Mandate priest, worked in Syria
began taking aerial pictures as ‘a hobby’—pioneered the field
From Roman to Byzantine: Yarmuk, AD 636, and the End of Rome’s Mediterranean Empire
- Justinian:
- legacy: had neglected Balkans—Gepids, Lombards—now, Avars broke balance
- Justinian dead 565
- Justin II, 572: focused on E; Avars at Sirmium, 582
- Justin II, madness over Dara…
- 582: new emperor, Maurice—lots of military experience
- count of the Excubitors (“sentinels”—imperial guard)
- magister militum per orientem
- could Maurice bring stability?
- partly, yes:
1. Slavs, Avars
2. installed Roman client, Khusrau II, ‘Parvez’—‘Ever Victorious’—on throne
- context: rebellion in Iran
- things quiet—but:
- tensions in Constantinople
- 602: Balkan army with Phocas mutiny
- Nov 25, 602: Phocas > Maurice, kids, dead at Chalcedon
- meanwhile, in Ctesiphon… plot thickened
- Ctesiphon, 602:
- at court of Chosroes/Khusrau:
- Theodosius: restore me, as my father restored you
- result: apocalypse 
- Sasanian invasion of Roman Empire
- essential consequence
603-610
war slowly went against Rome
610: governor of Africa, and son, Heraclius 
- 610:
- from bad to worse:
- 611: Antioch: change in Persian strategy
- 614: Jerusalem: “True Cross” stolen
- 619: Alexandria
- now, nightmare
- in 626:
- Chosroes/Khusrau—allied with Avars
- siege at Constantinople: the final prize
- but—did not take into account Heraclius
- now: most dramatic military reverse since Second Punic War
- Heraclius: no Constantinople—now in Armenia
- rather than return to defend capital…
- final climax at Nineveh (Iraq)
- Chosroes assassinated
- final peace deal hugely advantageous 
- 630:
Heraclius entered Jerusalem, in triumph: the world restored
Sasanians exhausted
Avars made peace
Western Europe stable under Frankish control
what could go wrong?
- something new happening in Arabia
- Mohammed (PBUH), nearly a contemporary of Justinian: asserted that he had received The Revelation
Allah greatest of all gods
urged tribes to abandon polytheism, unite
- powerful universalizing idea like Christianity
- early years
- visited Syria—talked with monks about Christianity
- 600: preaching monotheism
- 622: Mohammed expelled from Mecca Medina (Yathrib) 
- established community of Muslims at Medina
- from 622—‘Hijra’—dating system (A.H.)
- 10 years later: defeat of enemies at Mecca; formed alliance; supported by
urban Arabs 
Bedouin
 early unity of desert and city
 one key to success—united different elements
- 632: Mohammed dead
- armed followers conversions
- tight group: Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali
- soon, Arab armies on frontiers of Rome, Persia
- leader: 1st Caliph of the umma, ‘society’, Abu Bakr
- noted weakness of Rome, Persia
- Romans slow to understand
- 636
- Heraclius sent army to face invaders,
now under Caliph Umar
- showdown at Yarmuk, Jordan, 636
- after Yarmuk
- Syria, Palestine lost
- Heraclius dead in 641
- Egypt next to go
- climatic moment: Sept 17, 642, Roman army evacuated Alexandria
 last act of the drama: new force in East: the Muslim umma, not the Romans
- western empire long gone
- Roman outposts in N Africa vulnerable—attacks soon followed
- result:
Empire truncated—a Balkan empire centered on Turkey, Balkans—Mediterranean lost 
- in east: Sasanian empire eviscerated
- massive change? No.--? Evolution, not Decapitation
e.g.
1. People of the Book
2. Administration
3. Coins
4. Pottery
- Muslim Empire—Umayyad, then Abbasid
- created beautiful architecture
- profound contribution to human knowledge
- absorbed, interpreted, Greco-Roman heritage—e.g. Aristotle, made big impact
- visual example of contiutity, gorgeous architecture—Umayyad Mosque, Damascus, Syria
- other famous examples of continuity 
- Church of St. Stephen, Kastron Mefaa (Umm al-Resas)
- laid in 742 
- Muslim armies pressed west, into Africa, Spain, France
- European legacy
Muslim armies stopped at Tours, by Charles Martel (“The Hammer”), in 732
confirmed Frankish power in western Europe
led to emergence of Charlemagne, King of Franks, 768-814, crowned…
… imperator Augustus by Pope Leo III, Christmas Day, 800

