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Key Definitions
Power – the ability to achieve an objective by influencing the behaviors of others, particularly to ge them to do what they would not have done otherwise.
Three Faces of Power 
1st Face – ability to affect decisions
2nd Face – ability to ensure that issues are no raised
3rd Face – ability to affect the dominant ideas of society
Authority – the right to exercise power, those with political authority claim that they have been authorized to govern. (charismatic, traditional, legal-rational)
Legitimacy – acceptance by the members of a political community that those in position of authority have the right to govern. 
Political Science – the systematic study of politics and various governmental systems around the world, evaluating existing policies and assessing alternatives to deal with particular problems.
Empirical Analysis – involves explaining various aspects of politics, particularly by using careful observation and comparison to develop generalization and testable theories.  (why are women less likely than men to run for parliament)
Normative Analysis – involves examining ideas about how the community should be governed and what values should be pursued through policies.  (should legislatures be a microcosm of society)
Pluralist Perspective – the freedom of individuals to establish and join groups that are not controlled by the government results in a wide variety of groups having an ability to influence the decisions of government, with no group dominant. 
Elitist Perspective – the view that power in all communities is concentrated in a small number of hands, particularly in the elites that hold the top positions in the major institutions of the economy, society, and politics. 
Corporatism – a political system in which the state actively collaborates with selected major interests (particularly the national organizations of business and labour) to seek a consensus concerning the country’s major economic and social policies. 
Marxism -   is an economic and socio-political worldview that centers around a political ideology which seeks to improve society by implementing socialism with the final goal of communism. Originally developed in the early to mid-19th century by two Germans, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Marxism is based upon a materialist interpretation of history. Taking the idea that social change occurs because of the struggle between different classes within society who are under contradiction one against the other, the Marxist analysis leads to the conclusion that capitalism, the currently dominant form of economic management, leads to the oppression of the proletariat, who not only make up the majority of the world's populace but who also spend their lives working for the benefit of the bourgeoisie, or the wealthy ruling class in society.
Postmodernism -  is a movement away from the viewpoint of modernism. More specifically it is a tendency in contemporary culture characterized by the problem of objective truth and inherent suspicion towards global cultural narrative or meta-narrative. It involves the belief that many, if not all, apparent realities are only social constructs, as they are subject to change inherent to time and place. It emphasizes the role of language, power relations, and motivations; in particular it attacks the use of sharp classifications such as male versus female, straight versus gay, white versus black, and imperial versus colonial. Rather, it holds realities to be plural and relative, and dependent on who the interested parties are and what their interests consist in. It attempts to problematise modernist overconfidence, by drawing into sharp contrast the difference between how confident speakers are of their positions versus how confident they need to be to serve their supposed purposes.
Primitive Politics among the Kung San
5.Property—Or Lack Thereof 
Hunting territory is open to anyone within the band—but other bands often cross it 
Water holes are owned by each band—but neighboring band may use them with the headman’s permission—which is always granted 
Arrows may be owned by anyone, and part of the game is owned by the persons whose arrow first entered the animal 
Foraging families own the food they have gatherers 
6.Sharing Game 
After a successful hunt, bushmen share their game—in this instance an oryx 
The meat is “owned” only to be given away 
Rules of sharing involve distribution within the family and individuals outside the family 
Here a hunter carries a portion of an oryx to his family 
Owners of an arrow that first penetrates an animal also gets a portion 
This is a typical example of generalized reciprocity (see Band Level of Integration) 
7.Gift Giving as Obligatory 
As described in Band Level of Integration, this series, sharing game is an example of Mauss’s obligation to give 
Meat cannot be preserved, so hoarding makes no sense 
It must be consumed quickly 
Sharing is social insurance; the unsuccessful hunter still has meat 
Eventually, he will bag an animal and share it, according to Mauss’s third obligation to repay 
8.!Kung Social Organization 
!Kung typically form bands comprising families 
Links between family may be parent-child, sibling, or even unrelated persons 
Families like this one live in small, temporary huts called sherms 
Camps may comprise five or six families and their huts 
9.Upper Limits To Social Organization 
The carrying capacity of an environment is the general cause of population limit. 
Efficient cause of out-migration is quarrels between or within families 
When families leave, they typically stay within easy access to water holes and food sources 
10.Egalitarianism Among the !Kung 
Egalitarianism marks !Kung relations. 
Often, if a man bags large game, he often faces ridicule in a process called “insulting the meat” 
Richard Lee was greeted with ridicule when he gave “his” band a large ox 
He later acknowledge that he was behaving like a white intruder 
11.An Incident with an Ethnographer among the Dobe !Kung 
This incidents described in “Eating Christmas in the Kalahari” by Richard Lee 
Lee conducted an ethnographic study of the Dobe !Kung or Ju/’hoansi (left) 
He gave the band a fattened ox to thank them 
Reaction: Dobe ridiculed this gift 
Lesson: the !Kung typically ridicule valuable game. 
This is “insulting the meat” 
12.Why This Bizarre Behavior? 
Tomazo’s answer: “Arrogance.” 
“ When a young man kills much meat, 
He thinks himself as a chief or big man 
And the rest of us as his servants. 
We cannot accept this. 
Someday his pride will make him kill somebody. 
So we always speak of his meat as worthless. 
That way, we cool his heart and make him gentle.” 
13.Lessons from This Tale 
Even bandsmen know about inequality 
They fear domination by one man 
Unusual gifts always involve some ulterior motive 
So they denigrate this gifts 
The reaction conforms to a model of reverse dominance hierarchy 
This is an active suppression of any social inequality that may arise 
14.Conflict Resolution among the !Kung 
Dobe !Kung have been known to enter into disputes. 
Issues: usually over women 
Homicide is not unknown, and poison arrows can and do fly 
However, the rest of the band recognizes the potential of disruption 
For that reason, most individuals do not support either disputant, and the argument cools down
Sovereignty – the principal that states have the right to govern their population and territory without outside interference.  ( state, nation state,)
Nationalism – the idea that the nation-state is the best form of political community and that a nation should have its own self-governing. 
Ethnic – nationalism based on common ancestry along with the cultural traditions and language associated with a particular ethnic group.  
Civic – based on the shared political values and political history of those who are citizens of a country, tends to be more inclusive than ethnic  as it treats all permanent residents of a state as citizens regardless of their characteristics , they often want to create some sense of nationhood among its citizens by encouraging the adoption of a common set of political values. 
Citizenship – the idea that permanent residents of a country are full members of the political community, involving various duties and rights.

Globalization – the processes that are increasing the interconnectedness of the world.  The obstacle of space and time are being rapidly overcome by contemporary technology.  (economic, political, cultural)
Keynesianism -  the idea that government can smooth out the ups and downs of the free market economy by stimulating the economy when private business investment is low, and cooling down the economy when excessive investment is creating inflation. 
Neo-liberalism  - perspective based on a strong belief in the free marketplace and opposition to government intervention in the economy. The marketplace provides a just system of incentives for hard work and initiative, government economic planning , business regulation, redistributive taxes, and social welfare are seen as illegitimate infringements on fundamental property rights. 
Socialist/Command Economic Systems -  based on social (usually state) ownership and control of the economy, is thought of one in which the state owns the major industries and resources of a country.  (centrally planned economic systems) . it becomes extremely difficult to plan all details of a complex economy.
Mixed Economies – system in which there is substantial state ownership or control of major elements of the economy along with a substantial degree of private ownership and some ability of private business to make their own decisions. 
The Welfare State – a term used to describe countries in which government ensures that all people have a minimum standard of living and provided some protection from hardships resulting from unemployment, sickness, disability and old age.  Modern governments have developed a welfare state in which “government protected minimum standards of income, nutrition, health, housing, education….etc. The threat of communism and the growing strength of labor and socialist parties created a political climate favorable to the development of the welfare state as a way of protecting the free-market capitalist system from challenges. 
Democracy  (rule by people)
ARGUMENTS FOR:
· Best way to achieve the common good
· Involving the population as a whole in governing,  the interests and values of different parts of the population are more likely to be reflected in decisions than if control of decision making is in the hands of a single dictator. 
· Decisions can potentially benefit from the discussion and deliberation of persons with a wide variety of viewpoints. 
· Governments that have been chosen by the people are more likely to be accepted as legitimate by their populations. 
· Citizens can remove a government with which they are dissatisfied without having to resort ot violence
· Encourage people to be more civic minded
· Citizens derive a sense of fulfillment and meaning through sharing in the governing of their community 
· Associated with value and equality

Disadvantages 
· Question whether ordinary citizens have the time and knowledge to make intelligent decisions concerning the governing of their society
· Masses being swayed by emotional appeals in the mass media
· Undesirable policies result from politicians pandering to the wishes and prejudices of the mass public
· True democracy is impossible
· Decisions may only reflect the views of the majority
· Decision making process is slow
· Often involve compromises rather than adherence to principals 
· It is argued non democratic systems can more effectively deal with serious issues
· Power will always be in the hands of few people

Direct Democracy – system in which citizens make their own decisions ( Kung San)
Representative Democracy – form of democracy in which citizens elect representation to the legislature to make decisions on their behalf. (Most common form)
Deliberative Democracy – decisions are made based on discussion by citizens rather than by elected representatives alone.  It is hoped that people will become better informed, and more active citizens, brings them into decision making through discussion, rather than primarily through voting. Envisions it as operating primarily among citizens at the local level, where fac-to-face dialogue is possible and the issues being discussed may have a direct relevance for the lives of those involved. 
Liberal Democracy – combines the liberal ideas of limited government, individual freedom, and the rule of law with a democratic system of governing based on the election of representatives. 
Referendum – gives people the opportunity to vote on a particular issue or proposed law, a number of countries require that changes to their constitution be approved by a referendum. 
Liberalism 
· Emphasizes the desirability of a high level of individual freedom< based on a belief in inherent dignity and worth of each individual. 
· Individuals are assumed to be capable of using reason and taking rational actions in pursuit of their own interests. Thus they should be responsible for their own lives with little interference from others as possible 
· John Stuart Mill made the case that individuals should be free to pursue their own good in their own way. 
· Liberals see the need for government, they are concerned that government will abuse the power, thus the central goal of liberalism is to ensure that the rights of individuals are firmly protected so they cannot be taken away by government.
· Strongly advocate the rule of law ( the idea that we should be subject to known, predictable, and impartial rules of conduct, rather than to the arbitrary orders of particular individuals. Both rulers and the rued should be equally subject to the law)
· Want to limit the scope of government activity (private matters that the government shouldn’t be involved in ie. Religion) laws should not be based on the any one religious view.
· Government should be based on the consent of the governed
Classic Liberalism – places great importance on limited government and the free market place. John Locke argued that individuals had been free and equal in the state of nature (that is, before the establishment of government), but lacked the means to settle disputes fairly. Therefore, through what he termed the “social contract”, people agreed to establish government for limited purposes, the protection of life, liberty, and property. Government should be limited in its powers, acting as a trustee to protect the rights of the people, and removable by the people, by force if necessary, if it infringes on the liberties that it is supposed to protect.  They also advocate to adoption of the laissez-faire system in which workers, consumers, and privately owned businesses freely interact in the market place without government interference. The role of government is limited to such activities as maintaining order, enforcing contracts, and settling disputes. 
Reform Liberalism – version of liberalism that combines support for individual freedom with the belief that government action may be needed to help remove obstacles for individual development.  Believed that the laissez-faire system seemed to offer little to develop the capabilities of workers and disadvantaged sectors of society.  Government regulations to protect workers from unsafe working conditions, consumers from harmful products, and the environment from pollution. 

Conservatism -  ideology that emphasizes the values of order, stability, respect for authority, and tradition, based on a view that humans are inherently imperfect, with limited capacity to reason. 
· Critical of rapid and fundamental change
· French revolution swept away old order, replacing authority and privileges enjoyed by kings, nobles, and clergy with the Declaration of the Rights of Man. The revolutionaries attempted to rationally reorganize society and institute the principal of popular sovereignty. 
· Some conservatives responded to the failures of the French revolution by advocating a return to the values and institutions of the old order.
· Edmund Burke took a more moderate position, arguing that change, when necessary, should be slow, gradual, and consistent with the particular traditions of a certain country. 
· Burke predicted that the attempt to create a new society in france based on the application of abstract, universally applicable would fail. Human beings are naturally flawed in their character and limited in their reasoning abilities. Governing decisions should be based on the circumstances surrounding a particular issue, rather than o abstract principles based on reason.  Society should be view s a living organism in which the well-being of individuals is dependent on the well-being of the whole, or as fabric composed of interwoven threads.  

Socialism – like reform liberalism, developed as an important political ideology in reaction to the harshness of the early capitalist system. Unlike liberalism, socialism views human beings as basically social rather than self-interested. 
· Critical of the capitalist system for its emphasis on competition, which undermines the co-operative and community oriented nature of humanity. View inequality as largely the result of the power relations in society and the economy rather than the inherent differences in the capabilities of individuals. A more equal society in terms of distribution of wealth, income and power will lead to a greater sense of community and solidarity and will facilitate co-operation rather than conflict. 
· Favour some form of social rather than private ownership of the major means of production so that many of the decisions that affect the life of the community are no longer in the hands of the owners of business. 
Utopian Socialism -  Thomas more imagined a society in which all things are owned in common, money is no longer used, and everyone is free to take from the common storehouses all the necesseties that are needed to lead a meaningful life. In such a society people would be worried with the common affairs of society rather than worrying about earning a livelihood. 
Marxism and Communism (Marx and Engels) – great importance in the development of the socialist ideology, their analysis termed historical materialism starts with the assumption that to understand historical development, we must frst understand the way society is organized to produce essential materials.
· Production involves the exploitation of a subordinate class by a smaller dominate class, they argued that the profits obtained by the owners of capital (the bourgeoisie) were based on the exploitation of the workers.
· Conflict between workers and the bourgeoisie will intensify because the two groups have incompatible interests.
· Because the state generally acts in the interest of the capitalist class, the working class will have to take control of the state and then use the state apparatus to transform the capitalist system into a socialist system. 
· Competition among capitalists will result in weaker capitalists being forced out of business, the remaining will then have a monopoly control of the marketplace, undermining free competition. 

Anarchism – which literally means “without rule” seeks to eliminate the state which it views as a key source of oppression. Socialist anarchism advocates the elimination of both state and private property. 
Fascism – combines an aggressive form of nationalism with a strong belief in the naturalness of inequality and opposition to both liberal democracy and communism.  Loyalty to nation-state, and the state has the right to control all activities in order to promote its interests. 
Feminism – is often thought of in terms of achieving equality for women, this involves not only establishing equal rights and opportunities for women and eliminating discriminatory practices, but also challenging the traditional views about women that have often had the effect of confining women to domestic life. 
Liberal Feminism – a version of feminism that advocates equal opportunities or women in such areas as education and employment as well as equal legal and political rights.
Socialist Feminism  - views women as oppressed by both the male dominated character of society and their capitalist system.  The liberation of women is connected to the transformation of capitalism into a more co-operative and egalitarian socialist system. 
Radical Feminism – patriarchal values are deeply embedded in culture and affect the way that women, as well as men, see themselves.  Institutions such as the state, the family, and schools perpetuate male dominance and the subjugation of women, male supremacy is maintained through the dominant values, ideas, and practices of society, which encourage women to be dependent upon men. 

Political Culture – the general political values, attitudes, and beliefs that are widely held within a political community. It is often assumed that each country has particular political culture based on such factors as the characteristics of the population, its history, and its political experiences.  However there are various subcultures based on particular class, ethnic, linguistic, gender or generational grouping. ( in Canada quebec versus other provinces) 
Political Participation -  the majority of people generally participate in political life at least to the extent of voting in elections. (2/3 of adults in democratic systems vote), a small percentage participate in political parties. 
Political Socialization and Changing Values  - processes by which the values, attributes, and beliefs of the political culture are transmitted to the members of a political community. Older generation’s beliefs and values are passed on to new generations, as well as immigrants may want to adopt the prevalent values of their new country. Agents of political socialization include; family, education system,  peers, mass media, religious organizations,  unions and the workplace.  
Politics and the Media
The communications media play a central role in modern politics. A distinction can be made between the elite media and the mass media. The elite media consists primarily of the newspapers and magazines that are read by decision makers in government, business, and leading social institutions. They attempt to provide a comprehensive record of political and business news, and generally view themselves as speaking to a national audience. 
Media Regulation – broadcast media are regulated, to varying extents in different countries, by government or government appointed agencies. Usually required to be non-partisan and to provide balanced coverage of politics. The internet has thus far avoided regulation except in some non democratic countries such as china and iran . 
Ownership – large corporations now own the majority of media outlets, there is a trend of toward concentration and cross media ownership, in which a few large corporations own a variety of different media and related industries.  Media outlets that are part of large corporate empires are less likely to report on problems occurring with other firms in the corporation.
Bias and Objectivity – media owners tend to be conservative and oriented to the dominant interests in society.  They will normally want to attract as large an audience as possible, this may involve avoiding taking political stances that offend segments of the public.  A number of prominent newspaper owners have used their position to promote their political views ( Conrad black established the national post and purchased the largest chain of newspapers in Canada was to give voice to his strongly conservative views. )
Media and the State – debate exists about whether the mass media provide the political information that is needed for people to participate meaningfully in political life, make intelligent choices, among parties and candidates.  The growth of the communications media in recent decades has greatly the amount of political information that is potentially available to the public. Criticisms are often raised about the quality if information that the ordinary person obtains. 
Effects on the Public – many early researchers viewed the media as having direct and strong effects on the mass public. The hypodermic model views that the messages conveyed by the mass media have a direct effect on the attitudes, opinions, and behavior of the public (ie Nazi media). The minimal effects model through selective attention and selective perception, individuals filter out messages that might cause them to change their attitudes and behavior. The effect of messages conveyed through the media is primarily to reinforce existing attitudes. Agenda setting effect is the effect of the media on what the public thinks are key issues or political priorities at a particular point in time. 
Interest Groups
A group of people who have joined together to pursue common interests and whose political activity in generally focused on trying to influence the making and implementation of the laws and policies of a political community.  Groups to promote various business, agricultural, and labour interests were among the first to be established in many countries. Other groups have been formed to develop, express and promote the identity, rights and interests of a particular segment in society.
Self-interest groups – whose primary objective is to promote the interest of the group and its members (Canadian auto workers)
Public Interest groups – do not generally seek specific benefits for their members, but rather seek to achieve goals that the group views as being for the good of the community as a whole. (world wildlife fund)
Issue oriented groups – (Toronto trash site)
Institutionalized Interest groups – (assembly of first nations)
A pressure group, also known as an interest group or lobby, is an organization formed by like-minded people who seek to influence PUBLIC POLICY to promote an interest. Pressure groups exist in all modern pluralist democracies and have sprung up on all sides. Some defend producer interests. In response, others press for consumer concerns or push for broad policies such as protection of the environment. The proliferation of some pressure groups is so extensive, their size so large and their organization so sophisticated, that they virtually constitute another arm of government.
Lobbying – the term arose from the practice of those seeking favors from government or seeking to influence the passage of legislation to congregate in the lobby of the house of commons to make their case to members of parliament as they left the legislative chamber.  Contemporary lobbying refers to efforts influencing not only legislators, but also those involved in the executive and administrative aspects of government. Lobbying has increasingly become a professional activity, a number of consulting firms specialize in lobbying on behalf of a variety of clients, particularly businesses. 
-interest groups are often involved in the policy making process, they often supply information that government policy makers need, and work with them to try and find effective solutions to problems. 
-are successful in mobilizing public support via public demonstrations
- legal action (some environmental groups have been successful in using the judicial system to advance their interests, forcing the Canadian government to undertake environmental assessments of proposed projects that have potentially negative effects
Social Movements – a network of groups and individuals that seek major social and political changes, particularly by acting outside of established political institutions.  They often feel the need to use unconventional means to carry their message to the public and the government. (aboriginals blocking roads and railways)
Political Protest
Political protest is the kind of political activity, eg, demonstrations, strikes and even VIOLENCE, usually but not always undertaken by those who lack access to the resources of organized PRESSURE GROUPS, or by those whose values conflict sharply with those of the dominant ELITE. Sometimes a protest centers around a specific issue or set of issues; at other times it is concerned primarily with the general grievances of such groups as ethnic or linguistic minorities, farmers, women or youth. Political protests may arise from any sector of society, and they reflect either left-wing or right-wing ideology.
The WOMEN'S MOVEMENT remains an important protest movement in Canada. Women's groups, although diverse, have become a permanent source of protest and pressure on a wide spectrum of issues. Environmental and ecological groups (see GREENPEACE) have also continued to exercise pressure over issues such as ACID RAIN and the dangers of nuclear power and industrial POLLUTION. Native groups have become increasingly vocal. 
Parliamentary and Presidential Systems
Two basic types of central government institutions exist in modern democratic constitutions. The presidential form is found mainly in the United States, Africa, and Latin America while the parliamentary system tends to dominate in Western democracies, especially in Europe and in those countries that were once part of the British empire – such as Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and India.
In presidential systems, a single head of state, often elected, dominates the executive and appoints all members of government such as cabinet ministers and senior public servants. He or she is both the ceremonial head of state and the actual political head of government. The president is directly elected by the people for a fixed period of time or, as in authoritarian countries, is self-appointed for an unlimited duration.
Parliamentary systems are of two types – cabinet-dominated or assembly-dominated. In both varieties the senior politician tends to be a Prime Minister who controls and may even dominate his or her ministers, but is also responsible to the legislative body, whether it is an assembly or Parliament. In other words, in the usual case, the ministers are members of an elected legislative body and, while they owe their precise position in the executive to the Prime Minister, they also retain power from their positions as members of the assembly. This executive-legislative link is one of the vital concepts that distinguishes models of presidential government from parliamentary government.
While the Prime Minister is the actual head of government, ceremonial functions are performed by a nominal head of state. In Canada, for example, the Governor General acting in the name of the monarch, performs this symbolic role. In other countries the same functions may be performed by a President as in Germany, India, and Italy, or by a monarch as in the Netherlands.
In cabinet-dominated systems the ministers and the Prime Minister are collectively responsible to the legislature for their actions. The classic example is the Westminster model which is used in Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and India to name only a few.
When the government cannot dominate the legislature, political scientists tend to call the system assembly-dominated rather than cabinet-dominated to indicate the relative weight of the legislative body in policy formulation. In assembly-dominated systems the members of the legislature make and un-make cabinets and Prime Ministers at will. Classic examples of such systems existed in the Third (1870-1940) and Fourth (1944-1958) French republics. Despite changes in the electoral system, this unstable type of cabinet system persists in contemporary Italy.
In all parliamentary systems the legislature holds final decision-making power over lawmaking and the finances of the country. In principle, the legislature is the supreme body, but it, too, is subject to the constitution and the judicial process, so its real power may appear exaggerated on paper.
The differences between presidential and parliamentary forms of government are vital. The basic constitutional principle that distinguishes them is “separation of powers.” In principle, the presidential system divides the power of the government into distinct executive, legislative, and judicial branches. This form of government is termed separation of powers, and has been justified historically as one that prevents the arbitrary use of power by any one body. The British philosopher John Locke constructed an elaborate explanation of the importance of separation of powers, and the French constituionalist Montesquieu gave it such endorsement in The Spirit of the Laws (1748) that the creators of the American Constitution adopted it as one of the basic principles of the United States. The United States is the oldest, classic form of presidential government, and its philosophy of separation of powers has been adopted by some other countries including Costa Rica, Mexico, the Philippines, and Venezuela.
In the United States this separation is accomplished by the separation of the personnel of the various branches of government. The Constitution specifies that no person may hold office in more than one of the three branches of government at the same time. If Senators wish to join the cabinet they must resign their seats in the upper house. If judges wish to take up ambassadorial positions they must resign from the bench. 
In order to buttress the theory of separation of powers, a constitution may also provide each institution with brakes on the other. In the United States this system is called checks and balances. The Constitution declares that the President may veto bills from Congress. But Congress can refuse to pass bills proposed by the President, withhold financial measures (known as appropriations), deny some appointments, and even impeach and throw the President out of office.  Through the practice of declaring some legislation unconstitutional the Supreme Court, too, has come to be part of the checks and balances system.
In parliamentary systems, such as those following the Westminster model, by contrast, there is neither a principle of separation of powers nor one of checks and balances. In parliamentary systems, governments are organized by a principle of fusion of powers; that is, the unification of the executive and legislative branches. In principle, such a system requires an overlap between the individuals who are in the executive and in the legislature; that is, they follow the rule of compatibility. To use the Canadian nomenclature, everyone who is in the cabinet is expected to be a member of Parliament or to be in the process of trying to get into Parliament.

In such systems the constitution often provides for Parliament to be the supreme organ of government. In Canada the executive derives its authority from the unwritten rules of the constitution, and the Prime Minister and cabinet ministers all must be supported by Parliament. In the Westminster-type Parliaments, if the executive cannot keep a majority of supporters in the lower house, then it can be deposed by a vote of no confidence.

Policy Making Process
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Public Bureaucracy – the organization of the modern public service is often termed bureaucracy which literally means “rule by offices”. Bureaucratic organizations are a key characteristic of modern societies, reflecting the capitalistic system’s concern for efficiency and the modern political systems concern for legal-rational forms of rule. This is an attribute of all large organizations, whether governmental or private sectors. A pure bureaucratic organization is one in which people are hired and promoted based on their qualifications and merit, is organized in terms of specializations, detailed rules and procedures are followed by all members, chain of command so that those at the top can direct and supervise large numbers of people. 
New Public Management – the adoption of the practices of private business in the administrative activities of government. 
Globalization - Globalization refers to the growing perception that the most important practices, ideas, institutions and movements - economic, social, cultural, political and strategic - are increasingly to be identified at the transnational level.
Economic Globalization 
Pros 
-efficiency
- access to money 
- consumer prices
-wider variety
Cons
· Global inequality (rich get richer, poor get poorer )
· Tax evasion
· Concentration of power (creation of large corporations)
· Weakening labour (outsourcing)
· Challenges to the welfare state (goernments may reduce or eliminate social programs in order to provide lower cost labour to business
· Economic crises snowball
Cultural Globalization – involves spreading cultural products and values around the world.  (the flow of cultural communication outward from western countries is substantially greater than the flow in the reverse direction). The spread of democracy is often attributed in part to the information revolution that has both spread democratic values and presented challenges to the attempts of non democratic governments to control information and ideas. 
Political Globalization – a variety of contemporary problems including, the regulation of global business and finance, global climate change, international crime, and the spread of diseases, cannot be dealt with effectively by individual states. A variety of institutions have developed to try to coordinate these actions of states, promote free trade and deal with global problems. (EU,NAFTA) At the global level, the united nations and its agencies have had some success in helping states deal with global issues, although only limited success in dealing with war and other forms of violence. 
Globalization and the Nation State – the heightened pressures of economic competition may encourage countries to adopt policies that focus on removing barriers to the global free market, reducing the role of government in regulating the economy, and cutting taxes that are needed to provide social benefits. The rules of trade adopted by bodies such as the WTO are aimed at leveling the playing field, in which governments policies that protect domestic products and services and place barriers to trade and investment are expected to be eliminated. Nevertheless  there is a diversity among the policies adopted by different countries , reflecting continuing differences in cultures and circumstances. Western Europe has generally continued to maintain a wider range of social benefits for their population as well as higher environmental and health standards. Countries tend to adapt differently to globalization and intergrate into the global economy to different extents. Peoples sense of identification with the nation state may be reduced as an increasing number of people have multiple identities. Identity politics can lead to an expansion of the activities of the state. (womesn movements around the world)
Totalitarianism - is a political system where the state, usually under the power of a single political person, faction, or class, recognizes no limits to its authority and strives to regulate every aspect of public and private life wherever feasible.[2] Totalitarianism is usually characterized by the coincidence of authoritarianism (where ordinary citizens have less significant share in state decision-making) and ideology (a pervasive scheme of values promulgated by institutional means to direct most if not all aspects of public and private life).[3]
Totalitarian regimes or movements stay in political power through an all-encompassing propaganda disseminated through the state-controlled mass media, a single party that is often marked by personality cultism, control over the economy, regulation and restriction of speech, mass surveillance, and widespread use of state terrorism.
Authoritarian - Authoritarianism is a form of social organization characterized by submission to authority. It is opposed to individualism and democracy. In politics, an authoritarian government is one in which political power is concentrated in a leader or leaders, typically unelected by the people, who possess exclusive, unaccountable, and arbitrary power. Authoritarianism differs from totalitarianism in that social and economic institutions exist that are not under the government's control
Dictatorships - A dictatorship is defined as an autocratic form of government in which the government is ruled by an individual, the dictator. It has three possible meanings:

1.A Roman dictator was the incumbent of a political office of the Roman Republic. Roman dictators were allocated absolute power during times of emergency. Their power was originally neither arbitrary nor unaccountable, being subject to law and requiring retrospective justification. There were no such dictatorships after the beginning of the 2nd century BC, and later dictators such as Sulla and the Roman Emperors exercised power much more personally and arbitrarily.
2.A government controlled by one person, or a small group of people. In this form of government the power rests entirely on the person or group of people, and can be obtained by force or by inheritance. The dictator(s) may also take away much of its peoples' freedom.
3.In contemporary usage, dictatorship refers to an autocratic form of absolute rule by leadership unrestricted by law, constitutions, or other social and political factors within the state.
In the 20th century and early 21st century, hereditary dictatorship remained a relatively common phenomenon.
For some scholars, a dictatorship is a form of government that has the power to govern without consent of those being governed (similar to authoritarianism), while totalitarianism describes a state that regulates nearly every aspect of public and private behavior of the people. In other words, dictatorship concerns the source of the governing power (where the power comes from) and totalitarianism concerns the scope of the governing power (what is the government). In this sense, dictatorship (government without people's consent) is a contrast to democracy (government whose power comes from people) and totalitarianism (government controls every aspect of people's life) opposes pluralism (government allows multiple lifestyles and opinions). Though the definitions of the terms differ, they are related in reality as most of the dictatorship states tend to show totalitarian characteristics. When governments' power does not come from the people, their power is not limited and tend to expand their scope of power to control every aspect of people's life.
Theocracies - is a form of government in which a state is understood as governed by immediate divine guidance especially a state ruled by clergy, or by officials who are regarded as divinely guided.[1]
From the perspective of the theocratic government, "God himself is recognized as the head" of the state, [2] hence the term theocracy, from the Greek θεοκρατια "rule of God", a term used by Josephus of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah.[3] Theocratic governments enact theonomic laws (rules).
A theocracy may be monist in form, where the administrative hierarchy of the government is identical with the administrative hierarchy of the religion, or it may have two 'arms,' but with the state administrative hierarchy subordinate to the religious hierarchy.
Theocracy should be distinguished from other secular forms of government that have a state religion, or are merely influenced by theological or moral concepts, and monarchies held "By the Grace of God".


Realism in international relations theory is one of the dominant schools of thinking in the international relations discipline. Realism or political realism prioritizes national interest and security over ideology, moral concerns and social reconstructions. This term is often synonymous with power politics.
Realists believe that mankind is not inherently benevolent but rather self-centered and competitive. This perspective, which is shared by theorists such as Thomas Hobbes, views human nature as egocentric (not necessarily selfish) and conflictual unless there exist conditions under which humans may coexist. This view contrasts with the approach of liberalism to international relations.
Liberal internationalism is a foreign policy doctrine that argues that liberal states should intervene in other sovereign states in order to pursue liberal objectives. Such intervention can include both military invasion and humanitarian aid. This view is contrasted to isolationist, realist, or non-interventionist foreign policy doctrines, which oppose such intervention. These critics characterize it as liberal interventionism.
The goal of liberal internationalism is to achieve global structures within the international system that are inclined towards promoting a liberal world order. To that extent, global free trade, liberal economics and liberal political systems are all encouraged. In addition, liberal internationalists are dedicated towards encouraging democracy to emerge globally. Once realized, it will result in a 'peace dividend', as liberal states have relations that are characterized by non-violence, and that relations between democracies is characterized by the democratic peace thesis.
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