LAW – PASS WORKSHOP – February 4, 2013
· Defenses in Negligence: 

· Contributory Negligence
· Example: A girl is texting on her phone while crossing the street, a driver hits her and this driver was also texting.
· Definition: when accused and accuser’s actions cancel each other out
· Accident
· Example: A house catches on fire; a wind gust carries the fire to your home which burns down entirely.
· Definition: inevitable accident/act of god - unpreventable
· Voluntary Participation
· example: A man trespasses on someone’s property and falls into a giant hole harming himself physically
· Definition: You can’t sue the owner of property where you harm yourself while doing something illegal.
· Voluntary Assumption of Risk
· Example: a girl sitting in attendance at a hockey game when a puck flies up from the ice and hits her in the mouth.
· Definition: if you are aware of risk and something happens then you cannot sue…you do not owe a duty of care to someone who trespasses

· Marriage:
	Family Law in 1960’s
	Family Law Today
	Significant Changes in Law

	- Divorce act 1968
enforced separation period of 3-5 years prior to being granted a divorce
-at fault law still effect
-women became property of man during marriage
- marriage still a heterosexual union legally 
-gender roles strictly in effect. 
	- Common Law
- Divorce Act 1985 changed to 1 year separation period and no more at fault rule.
- Child legally entitled to 3 parents
- Same sex marriages 

	-Polygamy criminalized (Section 293 of the Criminal Code of Canada)
- Same sex marriages legalized



· Sample Q’s Choice:
· 1) What jurisdiction has power over divorce and some marriage?
· answer: federal has jurisdiction over all divorce – strictly regulates divorce
· 2) According to Moonkin, the 4 reasons for court involvement in divorce settlements are?
· answer:
· Ceremonial
· Review ensures fair outcomes
· May effect out of court settlements
· Child Protection
· 3) The Miglin vs. Miglin (2003) case is significant why?
· answer: shows court can intervene in cases where they suspect that the outcome was “inherently unfair” after a new situation arises.
· Key Terms and Cases:
· Parens Patraie 
· When the court overrides decisions in order to serve best interest of the child.
· 3 Parents Case
· Lesbian couple had child with sperm donor who was a friend and became part of child’s life. Couple fought for child to have three legal parents and won as it would be best interest for child
· Vicarious Liability
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Employer responsibility in liability and compensation in law suit
