CLA1101 The Dark ages and slgihtly after

1100 BC- 750 BC, a time of decline when compared to Mycenean palaces (THE DARK AGE)
Greeks were moving and exploring during this time period, and many aspects were lost, but in the end of the Dark Ages we saw the coming of:
1. literate society
2. wide trading
3. supplementeary painted pottery
4. large scale sculpture made of bronze and stone
5. monumental stone archtecture in the form of temples for gods that they worshiped
1100 BC: around this time, the Mycenaean palaces were gone despite some recovery
· large palaces with great circuits walls of megalithic construction were gone
· indicators of wealth (gold silver vessels were gone
· tablets with linear B were gone and writting is lost for almost 500 years
· pictorial art, pottery, and small luxury items from mycenean palaces were gone for 500 years
· less imports from foreign places (trading in 3 continents)
· Tiny unfortified settlemets  with several small houses replaced palaces. They were made from rubble walls and mud
· Poor and uninspired repertory pottery
· No luxury goods
· Subsistence economy
At this time, we see the arrival of iron forging technology
Also, we see cremation and the continuation of inhumation 
*Burials are individual, not in groups
Eventually new pottery shapes appear, mostly painted black with restricted bands or panels of decoration. The decoration takes over eventually, and we see circles, semi-circles, zig zags, swatikas, and dog teeth. 
Geometric: a term used to define the pottery style, and the entire period it was used.
Crete is doing better than the mainland, recover happened sooner there...
- Larger sites, and simple shrines point to a more corporate, organized society.
These signs of the corruption of Mycenaean palaces, and greek life being rendered back to basic, helps in making the term "the dark ages" very appropriate.
LEFKANDI
Located on the west coast of Euobia, one of the greatest excavations ever
A low level mound dry city (xeropolis) Lefkandi sits right by the sea with acess inland to fertile Lebantine plain
The people of Euobia were one of the earliest to colonize in the west
There were items of eastern influence found here, the site served as evidence of contact/influence from the east, characterizing the transition from the dark age to the archaic period.
4 cemetaries were found here, and in these cemetaries, several interesting and unusual antiquities were found:
· a rare 11th century vase painted black with white griffins feeding their young in a nest (the nest is called a pyxis)
· a terracotta statue of a centaur, the head and body were burried seperatley 
· The Heroon, discovered in the 1980s dated back to the 10th century. It's a long narrow building, with 2 burrial pit. One pit had a man and women buried. The other pit had a drawing of 4 horses skeletons.
Migration
People were leaving and coming from/to Greece during the Dark Ages
After 100-150 years of abandonment, the presence of Greek was found in numerous sites along the coast of Asia Minor.
This was due to there being a large amount of Asia Minor inhabitants from the mainland livng there. Known as Ionian Greeks
Mostly led by Athenians, the people of greece founded 12 cities which ended up forming Ionia
At this time Aeolian Greeks from Thessaly Boiotia settle in the northern part of Ionia, northwest corner of Asia minor
Dorians moved in from the north and settled in the Peloponnese islands and  then in the southern Aegan . They also settled in the southwest part of Asia minor south of Ionia known as Caria.
There are no contemporary records from this period in time, and little to no reliable evidence of social structure in greece at the time.
The 11th Century brought the change of things, the greeks saw slow recovery from a very low point (increase in foreign contacts and improvement in population found from archaeological evidence, and political stability)
The process of recovery lasted till the 8th century BC when the full flowing of greek culture and lifestyle was reached. (By the 8th century they were established in the mainland, Aegan, and asian minor)
The ivory and bronze that were excavated from sanctuaries proved that they were once again trading with the middle east, and pottery came back as seen in sites like Levant.
SYMRNA
One of the better excavations of greek civilization in asia minor, is ancient symrna and has been studied by turkish and british archaeologist since 1950s.
Just like LEFKANDI, this is a low mound peninsula has been inhabitened in since EBA
According to Herodotus, the aeolians , then replaced by ionians.
Pottery was Aeolian influenced (grey wares)
The excavation also uncovered  the earliest surviving greek architecture: oval houeses made of mudbrick  dated to the 10th century
Athena temple 7th century
Homeland of Homer, SYMRNA was attacked by the Lydian King Ayattes 600 BC
The building in Athena (handsome with leaf) corrupted was rebuild then corrupted by Lydians and Persians. In the 4th century Alexander the great refound the city.
Alphabet
The contact with the east led to the greeks being introduced to the alphabet by the Phonecians. Once again the greeks were writting after centuries of no writting.
In this era, we also get the first true date in from ancient greece: 776 BC. This is when the first Olympic games started. This was the setting for many books based on ancient greek civilization.
The Greek Alphabet 
Greeks believed the alphabet was a phonecian invention imported to greece
The phonecian and greek alphabet look the same *Cadmus is the ruler of thebes
they met clashed and the alphabet was transmitted in italy and broght it back to the mainland
the dypilon jug is one of the earliest examples of the greek alphabet in mainland greece athens 730bc


Panhellism
-an important aspect in the colonization was the rise of the concept of a greek national identity: Panhellism
-the dark ages saw the isolation of the separate greek settlements, due to geography, and possible poverty
-once they had to deal with people of different languages, cultures, and lifestyles, their differences faded and they could once again tolerate one another
-there were 2 places where the greeks were accustomed to gather: Delphi and Olympia
Olympia
· located within the territory of Elis in the NW Peloponnese along the banks of the adelphios river (longest in southern greece)
· most important sanctuary of Zeus, father of all gods and the most powerful of Olympia deities
· Greeks gathered here to worship because of its sanctity
· festivals included several days of althetic contests 
· this places brought all greeks from all over Mediterranean to engage in truces battles and disputes 
· Olympia had treasuries built by cities to give gifts to Zeus from each city
· they were beautiful so they could show of host cities to make them look good
Delphi
· located in the souther slopes of Parnassos in central greece
· Sanctuary of Apollo, god of light music drew fame from an oracle there
· priestesses inhaled vapours that allowed Apollo to talk
· they were close, the oracles summoned
· they were apparently closer than Olympia 
· the had a committee made of reps of many cities (amphikteony)
· Delphi had greeks from all over like Libya, Marseille, etc.
  Panhellenic Festivals:
Athlectic compettions became a big deal 
People became hooked
There are connections between funerals and these games
Winner became a hero
these games were like a local tennis match grand slam
*Olympia had the oldest festival of athletics held in 776  the first recorded true date
200 years ealriers than others
race to light the altar on fire
as time went by they added more games
470 BC housed statues of Zeus and others one of the 7 ancient wonders of the world, now ruined
German Archaelogical Institute have been excavating the place since 1870
bath, gym palaistra (wrestke gym) were found outside the sanctuary 
Delphi
Pythian games held here to celebrate the death o pythos by Zeus, every 4 years
this game is second best to the one held in olympia
Same as the one in Olympia except that musical and singing contest were held
There was even a theatre
Isthmia: where the Isthmian games were held; every two years
Nemea: held the last of these games, in honor of Opheltes was eatend by a serpent. 
THe prize was the wrath of celery
held every 2 years
Medicine and Healing cults
They had centres of healing named after Asklepios caleed asklepieion, if this didinèt work there were other healing cults
Colonization
To the 8th century: first wave colonization, a movement that followed into the archaic period (750-490 BC)
Greeks dispersed to areas surrounding the mainland, and is the result of many factors: political interest, drought etc. Evidence for drought the wells in athens were minimal and abandoned, while rain gods were being worshipped to.
Greeks went an occupied Achaia, Corinth, Megara (west) Euboia, Andros, Naxos, Paros (east), Italy (Sicily) Libya and Marseille.
The cities that the greeks found were similar in structure to the mainland, making things easier 
Eastern Influence






