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Sociology Final– Vocabulary



1. Income is the economic gain derived from wages, salaries, income transfers and ownership of property

2. Wealth includes property, such as buildings, land, farms, houses, factories, and cars, as well as other assets, such as money in banks accounts, corporate stocks, bonds, and insurance policies

3. Social capital people’s networks or connections

4. Cultural capital stock of learning and skills that increases chance of securing a superior job 

5. Human capital sum of useful skills and knowledge that an individual possesses, Is much evidence for link between schooling and income levels

6. Low-Income Cutoff – If more than 70% of income is spent on food, shelter, and clothing (varies by family and community size)

7. Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of large social groups based on their control over basic resources

8. Ascription-based stratification system: One in which allocation of rank depends on characteristics a person is born with

9. Achievement-based stratification system: One in which the allocation of rank depends on a person’s accomplishments

10. Caste system: An almost pure ascription-based stratification system in which occupations and marriage partners are assigned on basis of caste membership

11. Class system: Is a type of stratification based on the ownership and control of resources and on the type of work people do

12. Social mobility: Refers to dynamics of system of inequality and particularly to movement up and down stratification system

13. Occupational or intragenerational mobility: Comparing person’s first job with their current job

14. Intergenerational mobility: Comparing occupations of parents with occupations of their children

15. Open or fluid societies: Have greater equality of access to all positions in hierarchy of inequality (both the low and the high positions)

16. Closed or rigid societies: Person’s social origins have major consequences for location in hierarchy of inequality

17. Meritocracy: Refers to social stratification based on personal merit

18. Bourgeoisie (Capitalist Class) consists of those who own the means of production—the land and capital necessary for factories and mines

19. Proletariat (Working Class) consists of those who must sell their labour to the owners in order to earn enough money to survive

20. SES (Socioeconomic Status) refers to a combined measure that attempts to classify individuals, families, or households in terms of factors, such as income, occupation, and education to determine class location

21. Prestige – the respect with which a person or status position is regarded by others

22. Power: Ability of people or groups to achieve their goals despite opposition from others (this is your second mandatory concept)

23. Economy is the institution that organizes the production, distribution, and exchange of goods and services

24. Bad Jobs: Do not pay much, often routine task under supervision, working conditions unpleasant, sometimes dangerous, require little education, can easily be fired, few if any fringe benefits, few prospects for promotion

25. Good Jobs: Require higher education, they pay well, they are not closely supervised, can encourage creativity, pleasant working conditions, provide secure employment, opportunities for promotion, and other significant benefits

26. Deskilling thesis refers to process by which work tasks are broken into simple routines requiring little training to perform – only applies to some sectors of the economy

27. Corporations are legal entities that can enter into contracts and own property. They are taxed at a lower rate than individuals are and their owners are normally not liable for the corporation’s debt or any harm it may cause the public

28. Unions are organizations of workers that seek to defend and promote their members’ interests

29. Employers (including Corporations) and employees (and their unions) operate within markets

30. Free market prices are determined only by supply and demand (although there are no purely free markets)  

31. Regulated market various social forces limit the capacity of supply and demand to determine prices

32. Capitalism is the dominant economic system in the world. Private ownership of property and competition for profit characterize capitalist economies

33. Communism is a social and economic system in which property is owned by public bodies; government planning, not the market, determines production and distribution

34. Democratic Socialism is a social and economic system with a mix of private ownership and public ownership and in which there is government intervention in the market

35. Race: A social construct used to distinguish people in terms of one or more physical markers,  such as skin colour, hair texture, or eye shape for example, usually with profound effects on their lives

36. Ethnic group is a collection of people distinguished, by others or by themselves, primarily on the basis of cultural or nationality characteristics

37. Majority (or dominant) group is one that is advantaged and has superior resources and rights in a society

38. Minority (or subordinate) group is one whose members are disadvantaged and subjected to unequal treatment by the dominant group

39. Racism is a set of ideas that implies the superiority of one social group over another on the basis of physical or cultural characteristics

40. Overt Racism: May take the form of public statements about the ‘inferiority’ of members of a racial or ethnic group (X, get out.)

41. Polite Racism: Is an attempt to disguise a dislike of others through behaviour that outwardly is nonprejuducial (Sorry, the job is taken) 

42. Subliminal Racism: Is a form of subconscious racism that occurs when there is a conflict of values (I’m not racist, but…)

43. Institutionalized Racism: Is made up of the rules, procedures, and practices which may directly or indirectly promote, sustain, or entrench differential advantage or privilege for dominant members (We treat everyone the same here)

44. Prejudice: A negative attitude based on preconceived notions about members of selected groups (for example racial prejudice)

45. Stereotypes: Overgeneralizations about the appearance, behaviour, or other characteristics of members of particular groups

46. Measuring Prejudice: Social distance studies, which refers to the extent to which people are willing to interact and establish relationships with members of racial and ethnic groups other than their own

47. Discrimination involves actions or practices of dominant groups members that have a harmful impact on members of a subordinate group
48. Ethnic Pluralism is the co-existence of a variety of distinct racial and ethnic groups within one society

49. Transgendered people break society’s gender norms by defying the rigid distinction between the genders

50. Transsexuals believe they were born with the “wrong” body. They identify with, and want to live fully as, members of the “opposite” sex

51. Essentialism School of thought that views gender differences as reflection of biological differences between women and men

52. Social constructionism Regards gender differences as constructed by social structure and culture

53. Social constructionism suggests apparently social processes that vary both historically and culturally sustain natural or innate features of life, such as gender

54. Gender Identity: one’s definition of oneself as a woman or man 

55. Patriarchy: Refers to society in which men have power over women

56. Gendered Institutions is when entire institutions are patterned by gender

57. Overt Discrimination: Sexism – Discrimination on the basis of sex and gender

58. Gender Socialization/Gender Segregation – refers to the distribution of men and women in different jobs in the labor force

59. “Second Shift” – Even though many men are more involved in housework and childcare than has been true in the past, most of this work still falls on women

60. “Comparable worth” which is equal pay for work of equal value  Refers to the equal dollar value of different jobs. Established in gender-neutral terms by comparing jobs in terms of education and experience needed to do them and stress, responsibility, and working conditions associated with them

61. Feminism - the movement for social, political, and economic equality of men and women.

62. Sexual orientation refers to the sex(es) and the associated gender(s) that a person is attracted to emotionally, physically, sexually, and romantically

63. Heterosexuals are predominantly attracted to members of the other sex

64. Homosexuals to members of the same sex

65. Bisexuals are attracted to both sexes

66. Heteronormativity: holds that heterosexuality is the normal sexual orientation. It also assumes the alignment of biological sex, gender identity and gender roles

67. Scientific rationale supported belief in normality of sexual diversity (e.g., Kinsey studies in 1940s) 

68. [bookmark: _GoBack]Political legitimation of homosexual and sexual diversity that arose out of organized gay and lesbian demonstrations, parades, and political pressure groups
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