
Essay Question
Work can be dangerous to women’s health and well being; it can also be a site of victimization. What sorts of victimization are a)nurse, b)strippers and c)domestic workers vulnerable to in Canada? How can we understand this violence in relation to broader social stratifications, specific law contexts, state policies and social scripts/discourse? Reflect on how we can make sense of the similarities and differences in these three case studies.
· Intro paragraph
· Canada is considered one of the frontrunners in global democracy where everyone has the right to an equal status socially, economically and politically. There however is one glaring part that is missing from this and that is the equality for women. When we look at the status of women in the workforce especially, one can see that there are obvious miscues and large obstacles that women must overcome to even survive in Canada. Taking a closer look at strippers, nurses and domestic workers, one will see that social stratifications, state policy and law, and social scripts help contribute to an overall violent atmosphere 
· Nurses Paragraph
·  Acts of aggression by clients (nurses, situational)
· Occurs when a dispute arises during the course of a transaction between a client and worker, and the client decides to get violent
· Not premediated
· Nurses
· 94% of nurses are women
· 34 % of reports are actually reported
· A reason why people attack nurses is because of stalled services. They hate waiting.
· What nurses need are better security, metal detectors, programs to deal with violent situations.
· They don’t report these crimes because they don’t want to be held accountable/ be blamed for the action.
· Lateral violence is when peers of same power mess with each other, such as nurse manager against nurse manager
· Vertical violence is when peers of higher power abuse peers of lower power. Senior bullies rookie in nursing.
· Workplace harassment can be defined as engaging ina  course of vexatious conduct against a worker in a workplace that is known or ought reasonably to be known to be unwelcome
· Bullying
· A consistent pattern of behaviour designed to control, diminish, or devalue a peer (or group) which creates a risk to health of safety
· Overt bullying is straight up name calling, bickering, etc.
· Covert bullying is more discreet, like unfair assignments, favouritism 
· The reason why bullying happens in nursing could be because of nurses going through stress, frustration with doctors, low self esteem
· Sexual Harassment
· Nurses can be sexually harassed through different ways
· Verbal, physical, gestures, gender bias
· The biggest focus for this paragraph needs to be on the great presence of situational violence. The government needs to change state policy and hire more staff, have more hospitals because the main reason why nurses face violence is because of patient frustration
· Another major focus needs to be on bullying. This is the main way that women are victimized. And it’s a combination of lateral and vertical, covert and overt.
· Domestic Workers Paragraph
· The biggest concern here is social stratification, mostly based on race
· You have women that are desperate to come to Canada to make money to send home. Their racial background is a huge deal because they come from an area of unfortunate social area. They are desperate for money and will do anything, and families that hire them are aware of this.
· Another important aspect is a cultural stratification. Many of these women that come from different countries to become domestic workers are completely unaware of the labour laws that are available to them. They thus face unfair working conditions that harm their physical and mental health.
· Again, state policy is important. First it needs to make aware to all new immigrant workers their rights in Canada as workers. They don’t speak the language so they have the right to a translator. Also, they need to fix the demands for workers to claim their Visas. According to law, domestic workers need to work a certain amount of hours for them to claim a stay in Canada, puts too much pressure on them to endure the hardships of working.
· Look at section 279.01 CCC
· Looks at law in regards to human trafficking 
· create an offence that prohibits concealing, removing, withholding or destroying travel documents or documents that establish or purport to establish another person’s identity or immigration status for the purpose of committing or facilitating the offence of trafficking in persons
· establish that a person exploits another person if they cause them to provide, or offer to provide, labour or a service by engaging in conduct that could reasonably be expected to cause the other person to believe that their safety or that of someone known to them would be threatened if they failed to do so or if, by means of deception or the use or threat of force or of any other form of coercion, they cause the other person to have an organ or tissue removed.
· WE DO HAVE A LAW THAT BANS THE VIOLENCE DOMESTIC WORKERS FACE SO WHY IS NOTHING HAPPENING?!
· Because they aren’t speaking up. Women don’t want to go through legal troubles and face possible deportation if they lose their case.
· Strippers Paragraph
· First of all, theres a history of racial stratification as seen in the reading. This leads to a shit load of violence
· Non-white races are forced to work in ghetto areas, thus they are automatically subjected to a rougher crowd, thus will face violence.
· Strippers are subjected to situational and predator violence.
· Situational because sometimes they ignore creepy clients, they get mad and thus beat the,
· Predatorily because sometimes frustrated men strictly come to abuse strippers because they act like something they cant have with all the teasing. Some men are just simply misogynistic, and strippers carry an unwarranted rep as being scum of the women of society
· Strippers, just like other sex workers, also greatly suffer from social discourses (Stigmas). Basically they are targeted by clients and random people because there are certain assumptions about them created by either media or society that make them vulnerable targets. Such assumptions like them not having a family that would care about them, them not having a family to support, them not having any emotions, being greedy human beings, makes them even more vulnerable to violence.
· 5th paragraph
· So what similarities and differences can we see between all of these different social positions?
· All 3 don’t bother reporting to the police!!! Recall what Sunny Mariner discussed about having access to the legal system. 
· The domestic workers don’t know a crime is committed
· Strippers don’t believe that the system will provide remedies and they might get charged for something else if they report
· Nurses feel that by using the legal system, if there are no charges, then they will face a very difficult time back at work, backlash from the nurse they complained about.
· All 3 deal with social discourses (stigma) The reason they face violence is because people assume certain things about them thus they get mistreated
· The stripper violence issue is different in the sense of media attention. Because of pop culture representation, more people generally know about violence against strippers. Many people however, are unaware of the violence that nurses and domestic workers face. 
· Another difference that one can take note of is the legal implementations against violence against all 3.
· Domestic workers do have certain rights (human trafficking laws) but they aren’t explicitly defined. And there is a lack of a national union to protect them. A lot of these women aren’t even aware of their legal rights.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Strippers on the other hand have a much more complicated issue with the legal system. Although there are laws that discuss sex workers rights, they do limit their ability to safely carry on their job. And many strip clubs don’t have explicit work policies and can sometimes have shady management. They basically don’t have access to the legal system
· Nurses can file official complaints but a lot of the time the paper work is daunting, and sometimes requires signatures from upper management, who you could be complaining about.
· All 3 have different legal issues with them, but in general they all create an obstacle for women to complain about violence.
· All 3 face situational violence but strippers tend to face predator violence a lot more often.


