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Assignment 1 (due January 30, 2013)

Option A:

1) Was the Manhattan-Long Island railway much used at the time Moses started building parkways on Long Island?  Cite your source.  [1 point]

The Manhattan-Long Island railway operated since 1877 and it was not greatly used in the beginning of 1924 which was when Robert Moses started building the parkway. Additionally, based on Bernward Joerges’ comments on “Do Politics Have Artefacts?”, at the start of the Long Island parkway, a dense road system was already in place which were parallel and across the parkways. (Bernward Joerges 417)
Nevertheless, the Long Island Expressway was built to relieve traffic and congestion right by the parkway while ensuring that buses were unable to go through the parkways due to his hatred for colored people and the poor class who often take the bus. The destinations of the railway were limited yet, Moses also went against extensions to the railroads. (Langdon Winner 124)

2)  On the one hand, Langdon Winner admits that in a world where humans make and maintain machines, nothing is absolutely required.  On the other hand, he argues that some technologies do encourage the adaptation of social life to technical requirements.  Identify six (6) technologies for which, according to him or his sources, there are no alternative designs or accommodations that would change their link to particular patterns of power and authority.  [3 points]

One of the technologies that no alternative designs or accommodations would change it’s link to particular patterns of power and authority is the atomic bomb. This is because it’s very existence is lethal therefore the internal society must be authoritarian in order for maintain social security. Additionally, transportation systems such as railways and ships, communication systems, oil pipelines and refineries are better off being managed by a hierarchical organization and governed by highly experts. Take oil pipelines and refineries for instance, for these to function effectively, safely and quickly an internal social organization is required. Likewise, according to Alfred D. Chandler, larger systems like the transportation and communication system necessitates an hierarchical organization gouverned by people with technical know-hows. Therefore, Chandler rightfully acknowledges that large-scale systems need a particular patterns of power and authority. (Langdon Winner 131)

3)  Identify and describe as needed two (2) elements of human-machine interaction during the Industrial Revolution that were radically new.  [2 points]

During the Industrial revolution occurred the birth of factories. One of the radically new human-machine interaction was that of the cotton textile mechanisation which begined in many countries like Britain and even poorer countries. Textiles in general had to undergo several processes. Additionally, cotton had to be carded and made to undergo a long process listed on page 69 of Cross and Szostak’s textbook. Later during the 18th centure, advancements were made in cotton textile mechanisation which stirred up rapid growth in this industry along with higher product quality at lower cost. This mechinisation of several product facilitated things for humans as more goods were produced by a machine supervised by humans.
Secondly, the appearance of railroads were radically new in the human-machine interactions during the industrial revolution as it quixkly replaced old means of transportation due to it’s speed and ability to carry many things. 

4)  Identify and describe as needed four (4) strategies or reforms that were advocated or implemented during the late 19th century to revitalize the dignity of labour and to improve the on-the-job experience of wage earners faced with an increased pace of production, employer demands for greater punctuality, and lessened control of their own work in the United States?  [2 points]

After the Civil War, a demand for shorter work day  of eight-hour shifts were  placed which captured the attention of many especially the medium-upper class since the economy was quite stable at the time. This occurred as a result of the nationwide strike in 1886 which is also the year Americans also came up with a popular labor song at the time. As time went by, “…about 1900, was an increasing acceptance of annual vacations … and a half-Saturday “Weekend” for the skilled work force.” (Cross and Szostak 151) Although, workers required more time off, they by no means rejected mechanical innovation. Moreover, Playground Association declared that “a play life will develop greater resourcefulness and adaptability in addition to   preparing youths for the industrial life. (Cross and Szostak 151) 
Also, from the 1870’s onwards, Americans were urged to spend more however economist Simon Patten encouraged a democratic sharing of the benefits of industrial life. Thus, laws were put in place as a result of the strikes, legalization of unions and collective bargains. These laws enabled male wage earners to obtain the right to vote and put in place child labour laws and industrial safety. 

5)  Explain (in your own words) the significance of the success of Old World weeds in the New World.  [2 points]

In the past, Europeans have taken over different parts of the world rapidly through various means that they’ve brought from there old world (Europe). They’ve done so through four major ways; 
1. Humans 
1. Animals (desired and undesired ones)
1. Pathogens and microorganisms 
1. Weeds 
Out of these four things, weeds are often viewed as the least important. However, weed are known to spread quickly and are referred to as aggressive and opportunistic. Out of all four things listed, weeds from the Old World were the fastest to spread in the new world. Besides, even today clean seeds have traces of weeds in them. 
Europeans themselves can be likened to weeds in that they quickly populate wherever they go, by rapidly introducing themselves, their animals, pathogens and weeds  from Europe in the new world. 
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