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René Descartes or “Father of Modern philosophy” is major essential figure in the history of philosophy. Descartes considered the first great modern rationalist. He spent most of his life publishing in philosophy, mathematics, physics and other sciences. He aimed to ground his physics through his metaphysics. Descartes was the first to raise the argument that there the world is divided into two different substances; the mind and matter. He developed this idea from Plato which argued that there are two worlds, the normal world which we live in and the form world which is the “perfect world” which cannot be seen or touched. This essay will be discussing Descartes’ meditations and how its purpose is to ground science and justify it. It will also argue against his points and how they failed to dismiss all the radical doubts that he raises in his meditations.
In the first Meditation titled “what can be called into doubt” Descartes uses skeptical doubts and decides to erase all of his knowledge and start over. He tries to explain that a person cannot base science on sensory evidence. He starts by sweeping all of his knowledge so he can build his knowledge on a more certain grounds. He thinks to himself while sitting by the fire and it was clear to him that he will doubt all his opinions if he has doubt in the foundations and basic principles he believes in. this brings out the issue of senses and how they could be deceiving sometimes. Descartes realizes that everything he came to accept as true came from his senses. He starts to wonder if he’s actually awake or if his senses are deceiving him and he is actually dreaming.  That brings him to his second issue; imagination. Even though dreams are only our imagination it is formed from real experiences that we live through. He relates that to paintings. An artist can paint a mermaid, an imaginary character, but that imaginary character emerged from two real characters, fishes and women. In this Meditation Descartes concludes that he cannot know for sure if anything around him is real. And by doubting everything he believes was real he is eliminating the chance of him being misled into falsehood which is lead not by god but by an evil demon. He also questions if he was mad but quickly rejects the idea and therefore he know certainly knows that he exists and that he cannot doubt that which leads him to believe that thoughts are only clear and distinct when they are through intellect alone, not senses or imaginations. “I think therefore I am” he is now certain that he is human not only because he is in a human body but because he is a thinking thing. 
Now that Descartes found something he is certain of, he decides to explode and that brings him to his second meditation, the nature of the human mind and how is better known than the body. He questions after establishing that there has to be a thing he cannot doubt which is the “I” that is being deceived he starts to question “what is this I’. He believed that the world is divided into two distinct substances; mind and body. He established the existence of the mind because that’s what’s making him know he exist but be believes that the body is just an extension in space therefore the body belongs to the things he senses. He then preforms a wax experiment; he takes away all the perceivable qualities from the wax and notices that the wax still takes space therefore like the body the wax is extended. This leads him to believe that the mind does not take space, is indivisible and is not extended. While the body is divisible, extension belongs to its essence and it takes up space. He unlike Plato locates both his substances in the here-and-now. But how do these two distinct substances interact? Descartes states that the mind and the body interact by the pineal gland that is located in the Centre of the brain. 
In the third meditation Descartes decides to move the knowledge of knowing he exists to knowledge of other things. He finds that he would not be able to do so without proving the existence of god and that god is not a deceiver. He must prove that god exists to establish a higher power he looks up to for clarity and distinction while proving god isn’t a deceiver will prove to him his clarity and distinction. He in this meditation uses god to guaranteed scientific truth. He provides two proofs to support his argument about the existence of god. The first argument is that something cannot come from nothing. Who created the world and humans? It must have been the super substance that is infinite, independent and extremely intelligent which is god. This point relates a lot to Plato’s two world theory. Here Descartes in a way says that god is that perfect form world and we are the real world. His second proof was that mankind do not have the power to create or presence their existence. We as humans do not have such power. Therefore something great and perfect must have created the thinking things and because god is perfect he must have been the one to create us and gave us the idea of a perfect god. To prove that god is not a deceiver he again touches on a point that Plato touched upon before. The fact that god is the top of perfect and good therefore he cannot be bad, form world idea, this way a human guaranteed that he can rely on his clear and distinct ideas by proving that god exist. My distinct and clear ideas tell me that god is omnipotent and benevolent therefore god is omnipotent and benevolent. 
In the fourth meditation the issue of why do we make mistakes if god would never deceive me in any way? Descartes answers this question by explaining a scale were god is at the top “greatest of perfection “and nothingness is at the bottom of that perfection scale. Humans fall in the middle of this scale therefore we are prone to mistakes. He also points out that we are cable of making errors but we do not need to make them.  The fifth meditation attempts to build knowledge of material things. We have already established that matter is extended and divisible (the body) that also states that is measurable and countable. There properties are clearly and distinctly perceived by humans.  This matter like triangle has properties that must be acknowledged and are not just senses. In his sixth meditation he explains how material thing exist because if they did not exist that means that god is deceiving us, and god is not a deceiver therefore they do exist. Aside from that fact that these material things have properties wither he agreed with it or not. He also gets back to the mind and body arguments and explains that “God can create anything I can clearly and distinctly perceive. If God creates things that are independent of one another, they are distinct from each other. I clearly and distinctly understand that I am a thinking thing; but my existence as a thinking thing does not require the existence of a body. So God can create a thinking thing independently of a body. I clearly and distinctly understand my body as extended in space; but the existence of my body does not imply anything mental. So God can create a body independently of a mind. So my mind and body are distinct. So I can exist without my body”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Class notes “ week 6 part 2” slide 23] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In my opinion Descartes fails to dispel the radical doubts he raises in his meditations. He decides to erases all knowledge that he has had before but is that possible? Is it possible for a person to just start from zero and completely not be influenced by any knowledge he has had before. He also fails to explain how the body and mind interact and provides a very weak proof that the mind is independent. Saying that god created the mind and body and because god is perfect the mind and body have to interact because if they didn’t it would be a defect and god cannot create a defect is not a strong proof that someone can rely on. He starts off his argument about God strongly by stating that God must exist because we as humans lack the ability to create ourselves therefore there must exist a higher power that created us. Just like we created machines and machines need us in order to exist, we are the higher power to the machines. When Descartes gets into the Cartesian circle he really loses his argument and for me that was the point where I know I disagree with all of his points because I felt like he was building his arguments on very weak proofs, or no proof at all.  He argued that whatever I clearly and distinctly perceive is true. I clearly and distinctly perceive that God is omnipotent, benevolent, and doesn’t deceive me. Therefore, everything that I clearly and distinctly perceive is true because God has created me that way.[footnoteRef:2]  He is basically saying that to know your ideas and clear and distinct you must first guarantee there is an existing, omnipotent, and benevolent god. To guarantee the existence of God one must rely on their clear and distinct ideas that such god does exist. This leads him to believing that his clear and distinct ideas can guarantee that he can rely on his clear and distinct ideas. If asked How does Descartes know he can rely on those clear and distinct ideas?  If he answers that he knows they are true because of God then he is arguing in an endless circle. He has two arguments to prove here. God’s existence and that he can trust his Clear and distinct ideas and he failed to do so by stating that one proves the other but how would be know if they were true to begin with?. This crack in Descartes argument made it hard for me to follow his point and agree with it. Proving that god exist and that he can be certain of his clear and distinct thoughts had a great deal with proving all of his other arguments because he constantly went back to the fact that God exists and God cannot deceive him, failing to prove these two points mean that Descartes has failed to prove his argument.  [2:  Class notes, week 6 part 1. Slide 31] 


