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Philosophy of Religion

Religion can be studied from many positions:

Theologically, historically, philosophically, sociologically, biologically, etc.

Descriptive claims: describes ‘what is’ (normative: what ought to be)

Sociology deals with practices and norms (i.e. how is ‘religion x’ practiced by ‘people in y’)

Biology deals with biological advantages of religious practices, etc.

Religion and Philosophy:

ASSERTIONS vs. ARGUMENTS

Assertion: a claim that is either true or false, but not both

Argument: provisions of reasons for assertions (premises and a conclusions)

Ex.

P1: It is cold outside
P2: Yesterday was January 6.
C: It is January 7.

The argument…

P1: The bible says God exists.
P2: Whatever the bible says is true. 
P3: The bible is the word of God. 
C: God exists.

…Is a bad argument on the ground of ‘Circular reasoning’: the conclusions’ truth-value relies on the assumption that God already exists, since God is the source of the bible. 

Some of the philosophers discussed:

· St. Anselm
· Leibniz
This class focuses on the western philosophy of religion (i.e. the western, monotheistic concept of God). 

	Philosophy



	Metaphysics (the study of reality/what is)
&
Epistemology (the study of knowledge)

	Value theory
· Morality
· Aesthetics
· Politics



Types of questions asked:

· What are God’s attributes?
· I.e. Good, All-knowing, all-powerful, etc.
· Is God…
·  Omnipotent? 
· Are you morally culpable for your actions of you are not ‘free’ in your actions?
· Benevolent (aka Good)? 
· The Problem Of Evil
· Powerful?
· Is God just?
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