 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HUMR 1001A - Introduction to Human Rights

Study Questions for the April 15, 2013 Exam
The following questions are provided to help you study for the Monday, April 15 exam, which will be held from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. in a location yet to be announced. (DO NOT mistake the HUMR 1001P exam for that of HUMR 1001A). Questions on the exam will be drawn exclusively from these study questions. You will be required to answer five short-answer questions from a choice of eight, and one essay question from a choice of four. To be more accurate though, it would be better to describe the short-answer questions as being of medium length, given the amount of material they require you to present. When a specific number of required points is not indicated on a short-answer question, normally six distinct points will be needed, although you may add additional points to ensure that the most relevant material is included. Exact wording is not required on short-answer questions, but the idea must be accurately conveyed. In the short-answer questions marks will not be deducted for wrong answers.

The short-answer questions will be worth 12% each for a total of 60%, while the essay will be worth 40%. Short-answer questions may be answered in point form. Essay questions must be written in long form, and will be evaluated in terms of content, analysis and organization (introduction; body of the essay with a logical progression of points; conclusion). In the essay you must thoroughly present relevant information from the course readings, and an argument to defend the position you take. Although writing style will count, less importance will be attached to grammar and spelling than on essays submitted during the term. As well, on the essay question I consider knowledge and understanding of concepts to be more important than memorizing dates and names. If your handwriting is difficult to read, please try to write clearly and double space your exam answers, as illegible exams will not be graded. Questions on the exam may be answered in any order you wish. Please indicate on the cover of your first exam booklet which questions you have answered. A sample sheet demonstrating this is found at the end of the study questions. You may bring dictionaries and thesaurus into the exam, but be sure they contain no other papers. Electronic dictionaries may also be used, but must not contain information related to the exam. 
In brackets following each study question, is indicated the class or classes in which the pertinent material was scheduled to be covered. Although the exam will be based on course readings, in the essay question (Section 2) readings may be augmented with relevant information from lectures, guest speakers or videos.

Please feel free to contact me (Bill), if you’re unsure about the meaning of a question. I will not, however, discuss what would be appropriate answers to the question. For assistance in determining the best answers, I suggest that you arrange to study with other students. I can be reached at 520-2600, ext. 2359 or at bill_skidmore@carleton.ca, or we can meet in my office at 2215 Dunton Tower. Please do not contact your TA with questions about the exam.
Let me also offer some hints about writing the exam:

- Carefully go over the exam before you begin. With 3 hours to write, you will have ample time for this.

- Plan your time so that you don’t spend too long on one question or section.

- Leave some time at the end of the exam to review and revise your work.

- Make sure that you understand the question, and that your answer responds to the question. I will be at       the exam in case you have any questions, but it’s best to contact me with questions prior to the exam.
- Only answer FIVE of the short-answer questions, and ONE of the essay questions.

- With the essay question take a few minutes to make an outline, and jot down some key points before

  you begin writing. I would reserve approximately half the exam time for the essay question. There       is no set minimum or maximum page limit on the essay question. What matters is that you address the     
  question in as thorough a manner as possible.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS
l. Pages 64 - 73 of “Seasonal Agricultural Workers” (reading 1), contain several criticisms of the SAWP (Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program ) and TFWP (Temporary Foreign Worker Program). What are SIX different criticisms made in these pages?  (W1)
2. The authors of reading 2 (“The Lethal Divide: How Economic Inequality Affects Health”) claim that corporate-centered globalization is linked to increasing inequality and deteriorating health. Please spell out the crucial points they make in support of their argument as found in segments of the reading entitled “Growing Inequalities” and “Globalization Harms Health.” (W2)
3. Paul Farmer asserts in reading A (“Challenging Orthodoxies: The Road Ahead for Health and Human Rights”) that “Gender inequality and poverty – together, not apart – are the cause of almost all deaths during childbirth: half a million women die each year in childbirth, but these deaths are registered almost exclusively amongst poor women.” Farmer also argues however that these deaths can be prevented. Please present the most pertinent points he makes in building this argument in the section of the reading entitled “The case of maternal mortality.” (W2)
4. Based on reading 7 (“Notes on Torture’s Objectives, Means, and Symptoms”), list FOUR of the objectives of torture. Then list FOUR ways by which torturers characteristically achieve these goals, illustrating each way with an example of how they apply to the torture of Marcos Arruda as reported in ATorture in Brazil@ (reading 8). (W4)
5. Reading 12 (“Why People Want to Dig Up the Past”) points out that survivors of repression in Guatemala requested the exhumation of those who were killed in the conflict, but not properly buried. Please identify and describe in detail FOUR reasons why exhumations are important and beneficial to the survivors. (W5)
6. With reference to the section entitled “Israel’s Policy of Administrative Detention” on pages 261-264 of reading 13 (“Israel’s Administration of Justice”), please: a) explain what ‘administrative detention’ is; and b) present FIVE distinct criticisms of administrative detention made by the reading’s authors. (W6) 
7. Under the heading “Criminalization of Political Dissent” on pages 94 – 96 of reading 15 (“Police Violence and State Repression at the Toronto G20: The Facts”), the authors provide FOUR examples of how political dissent was criminalized at the Toronto G20 meetings. Name and thoroughly describe each of the four examples. (W7)

8.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Explain what happened in the My Lai Massacre, as reported on page 172 of reading 19 (“War

Crimes”). Then describe FOUR different reasons from amongst several presented in the reading, that were used to defend or downplay the actions of Lt. William Calley and the men under his command. (W8)
9.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Utilizing information presented on pages 75 - 84 of reading 20 (“War Crimes Against Iraq’s Civilian Population”), indicate SIX distinct ways that sanctions had a negative impact on the well-being of Iraq’s civilian population. (W9)
10. “Outsourcing Torture” (reading E) by Jane Mayer includes a number of criticisms of the U.S. “extraordinary rendition” program.” Present SIX distinct criticisms contained in this article. (W10) 

11. Making use of readings J (“Justice in Tiers: Security Certificate Detention in Canada”) and L (“Mohamed Harkat condemned by a secret system of justice”), briefly describe SIX different criticisms of the Security Certificate process. (W11)
12.  On pages 343 and 344 of reading 23 (“The Power of Social Movements (And Its Secret)”), the authors note eight ways that social movements go wrong. Please name and fully describe SIX of these ways. (W12)
ESSAY QUESTIONS
You may write the essay in the first person singular (ie. “I”), if you wish to. (NOTE: Words like “critique,” “evaluate,” “assess,” and “discuss” don’t call for you to only say what is wrong with an argument, but rather to identify its strengths and weaknesses.)

1.  In order to attain the highest level of physical and mental health, should states be obliged (within the limits of available resources) to ensure affordable clean water, sanitation and medical services for their populations, or is it acceptable that the provision of such needs be left to the free market? Please draw upon readings from W2 and W3 in addressing this question. (W2 & 3)
2.  Explain what gave rise to water protests in Cochabamba, Bolivia (reading 4), describe the tactics used by protesters, and assess whether their cause and actions were legitimate from a human rights point of view. (W3)
3. Psychologist Janice T. Gibson has observed, (It might be comforting to assume that torturers are, in fact, peculiar monsters who can be explained away as the sort of freaks of nature who commit mass murder in periods of insanity. However...in most cases in which torture is committed at the instigation of government officials, the torturers can best be described as normal individuals.( Please discuss the validity of this statement with reference to reading 6 ((In Their Own Words: The World of the Torturer(), and other relevant readings, lectures, videos & guests from the Political Repression unit. (W4-7)
4. Can the use of torture or other forms of cruelty against prisoners ever be justified? Be sure to utilize material from the Political Repression unit in building your argument. (W4-7)
5. Many who disapproved of the trial of Lt. William Calley for his role in the My Lai massacre (Reading 19 – “War Crimes”), did so on the grounds that a soldier shouldn’t be prosecuted for doing his or her duty. Please describe this argument in detail and evaluate whether it has merit. (W8)
6. Utilizing readings F – H from week W10, describe, analyze and evaluate the legitimacy of actions taken by the Canadian government and its officials with regards to terrorism suspects Abdullah Almalki, Ahmad El Maati, and Muayyed Nureddin. (W10)
      7. One argument holds that in the post-9/11 world some human rights must be temporarily suspended during the war against terrorism, since security is a precondition for the enjoyment of human rights. Making use of readings from both weeks of the War on Terror unit, critically evaluate this position. 
      (W10 & 11)
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