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2hGender and sexuality

· Commercials are very gender oriented
· Video structure become normative (Girls with little amounts of clothes)
· Social constructionism (learned) vs. Essentialism (biological)

Hegemonic masculinity:
-A particular type of masculinity that is oriented towards strength, courage & self-control… & is not oriented towards gentleness, innocence and fragility…
-Music videos are shifting towards less censored content
1. Creative control in a video is debatable, who makes the decision about including “video hoes”.

Sample of top 10 videos
1. Women dance and men make music, women are passive and men are active 
1. Diamond video - Rihanna is very vulnerable which is the norm for women, even if the video is romantic she is still being views as a sex symbol
1. Music videos are a tangible representation of the artist
1. Consequences of the dream world, drugs, alcohol can sometimes lead down the wrong path (Weeknd) 
1. Drug use is sometimes paired with sexualized women
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Class was cancelled
[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_2][bookmark: _WNTabType_1]	13-01-23 8:45 AM

· Most artist of today, create a persona for themselves then they go and branch of into different ventures once they achieved a certain status [e.g. Jessica Simpson (clothes, perfume, proactive), 50 cent (video games, vitamin water)]
· Working their way up is very common for rappers, its all about getting rich or die trying.
· In 50 cents video- In the club, its very noticeable that the girls are not the being put out there as much as they are  today, they’re seen in the club having fun not in the club half naked.
· Music and politics
-censorship: prior restraint, restraints, suppression(moral code implemented by the government); bleeping words, song and artist from certain countries
-direct interconnections between music & politics; this can include artist making political statements in their music
· Rhythm of Blues is now known as R&B
· Rock & Roll used in the context of sex, its paired 1912 with the cant meeting jubilee, “rocking in your arms, rock & rolling in the arms of Moses”
· In the early stages of Rock & Roll it was all about getting a groovy audience
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Didn’t go to class

Feb.13, 2013
Sounds, Meanings and Interpretation 
Video: RIP: A Remix Manifesto 
Important themes of this video of creativity, copy right and changing technology
One of the main issues raised is who has control? The Government or the producers? 
Shuker Ch. 5
When considering the effect technology has on culture it is important to consider production on consumerism 
Shuker discusses sound production. Some of the key points are:
The move from recorded music to sound production
Any new medium of communication changes the way we view and relate to music 
New technology has been in relation to sound production 
This can be seen as positive since it pianoforte can open up new spaces and opportunities s for musicians but it can also be viewed as negative since not everyone can have access to them 
Shuker goes through a few examples to illustrate this…
First example: is the replacement of the pianoforte with the a harpsichord
Many tend to think about instruments like the piano as not representing technology and an unwanted intrusion of technological device
Second example:  90th century brass instruments where thought of as being related to new technology 
Third example: The microphone in 1920s-30s addresses audiences with more intimacy 
1950s electric guitar allowed performers to play in large spaces and address larger audiences 
Last example: is the midi, allowed the producer to connect better with the artist 
Shucker discusses recording sound format and sound reproduction.
Recording:
An idea that can capture a certain sound 
An important point is that new recording strategies have opened up new genres e.g. hip hop, electronic dance music
 Sound format:
Changes in sound format are connect to technology, desired sound quality, convenience and the costs
Sound reproduction: 
Correspond to changes in how, when and where we listen to music e.g. tape players, boom boxes, walkman etc.
Case study on Electronic Dance Music 
Reading: Brackett “Electronica is in the House” p. 550
EDM can be related to the fall of disco. In the late 1970s it was realized that disco was on its way out. DJs had a crowd that still wanted to dance but they did not have new music coming out (and they didn’t want to play old music). Thus they had to find new forms of music. They developed a number of techniques to produce new music 
One technique was to play two disc simultaneously 
Another was to use turntables to do beat match (current Djs still do this) 
Djs started to view this as important and even competed with each other nationally 
Larry Lavin established himself as one of New York’s top dance Djs. He developed his own approach to re-working and combining records. He called this approach “Garage” 
E.g. his song Don’t Make Me Wait 
1970s Frankie Knuckles was also an early Dj. He was founded by owners of Chicago nightclub called “Warehouse”.  They developed a new style of edm called “House”
E.g. 1983 Jesse Sanders On and On
House music uses a prominent bass/kick drum on every beat 
Baseline, electronic drum effects, funk and pop samples 
E.g. Pump up the volume by MARS 
E.g. Pump up the jam by Techtotonic 
Beginning of Techno dates back to a group of aspiring Djs called the Bellleville 3. Based out of Detroit and influenced by the band Kraftwerk 
The sound in Detroit produced a more refined and futuristic version of music –“Detroit House” (now reffered to as Techno)
Emphasize drum machine and more based on technology 
E.g. Juan Atkins No UFO’s  
Brackett mentioned another type of edm called Jungle Bass:
Emerged in early 1980s
Fast tempo broken- beat drums –off the beat (tends to be very fast beats)
Tracks often used raga (sub section of reggae) vocals 
E.g. Angel by Goldie 
Electronica:
Early 2000s 
Some forms of dancing and background music 
Wasn’t always intended for dancing like other forms of edm
Technology based
E.g. The Chemical Brothers Black Rockin Beats 

Brackett readings: 
Simon Reynolds was an early scholar who took it upon himself to discuss edm academically 
Laid a foundation for others to pick up on 
Reynolds attempted to give edm a coherent as a genre
Laid out different categories of edm (general criteria of edm as product of culture) 
13 categories: 
1. Machine music: edm is based on technology (tech is it’s defining feature) –using machine in ways which they may have not been intended to be used 
2. Texture/rhythm vs. Melody/harmony: Pop, rock and country have emphasis on melody but edm finds that texture and rhythm are more driving forces
3. You’re so physical: Focus on dancing
6. Drug me: Drugs and edm are often associated, even when it is not designed to enhance drug use 
12. Site- Specific: Club setting 

Midterm review
Fill in the black (with a word bank) 
More words than there are blanks –terms can be used more than once 
25 blanks
True or False 
10 T/F
Definitions 
Choose 3 words to define out of given 5 
Short answer 
4-8 sentences 
Topics include:
How popular music is defined
Adorno 
Standardization/ Pseudo.
Culture industry 
High and low culture
Popular music of the time 
Connection David Allen made with advertising
Gender 
Essentialism
Hegemonic
Pop rock v. Teen Bob 
Dream World 3
Case study on Madonna
Music industry
Concentration 
Vertical …
Branding
Payola
Case study 1993…
Teen Pop
Intro to politics –censorship
Technology
Documentary –copyright, control
EDM case study  
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MUSI 1002; Lecture 4 (January 18th, 2013)

Dreams worlds 3 (Documentary)  

· Documentary is a particular idea / suggestions about gender within popular music ( be critical while watching however because the ideas suggested within the documentary are very one sided)
· Women’s bodies are an important currency in the stories that are told within music videos
· A women identity , her body and sexuality is portrayed within music videos
· It gives us a way to understand ourselves and the manner in which we depict others
· Sets norms / precedents about how women should be treated within our society
· Sexualized female bodies are very prominent 
· The manner in which are portrayed within the media send forth negative ideas to men and women because women believe that the manner in which the girls In the video behave is necessary if they are to get attention from men they must dress and act in a certain way
· These videos construct / help us have an idea of the ideal man or the ideal women
· Women are always associated / presented in a manner that are sexual aggressors 
· Feminity is always being described as having a powerful man in their lives women are always made relevant or connected to a man 
· Another thing to take note of is that women are depicted as being dependent or needing of a man whenever there is not a man women are depicted as mopping around, sad, depressed or lonely until they are saved or comforted by a male presence ( this sends the idea that women need men and that without them they never be independent , happy or move on in life) 
· Women are presented as objects within the story of music videos they are always there for a specific purpose usually sexual fantasy therefore the women is reduced as an object and not seen as an actual person the viewers and audience that see these videos and understand this message is constantly sent throughout music videos
· Black women were invisible however the rise of hip pop and rap has allowed their entrance into popular music however at a high price
· Because they are reduced to one part of their bodies (their buttocks)
· Many of these videos shower women with body (signifying that a women’s body is to be bought and sold by men)
· The manner in which black men are portrayed reinforce the stereotypes of black males within north America, black males are portrayed as violent, intimidating , drunks , and those that abuse and objectify the bodies of a women ( the manner in which they were presented and thought of at the time of white supremacists. It is evident that those who produce hip hop and rap music videos they are just in other words confirming the already existing racist ideals about Black people within north America )
· Hip hop music videos are increasingly leading or enforcing the pornographic ideals within their music video stories
· We must ask ourselves when we watch these videos whose story is being told, whose ideals and values are being told ? and what impact does this have on our society ?
· To communicate the ideas of feminity which are women are nothing but sexualized bodies which live for male attention and they also depict women who look at themselves in the same manner it makes us believe that it is ok because we look at ourselves in the same manner
· The images we see in music videos are never accidental and understanding them can tell us a great deal about the message being sent to us
· The person being watched is usually regarded as a passive thing ( in most cases that is the women)
· The assumption of this is that it is perfectly ok to analyze, gaze and examine a women and her body 
· The camera angels also help reinforce these ideals
· Women are fragmented and presented as objects / sexual objects and it reflects the pornographic gaze the point here is that the manner in which women are filmed ( the things that the camera focuses on) only allows us to focus on that part of a women we deny them subjectivity what makes them unique individuals it reduces women to one part of their bodies instead of individuals who are intelligent, individuals who have feelings , individuals who have dreams the problem with these techniques is that this is the only thing within music videos is that women are presented as nothing else except sexual bodies
· If we had more examples of women being presented as those who political , those have autonomy , those who are athletic, those who are emotional however there are not a lot of examples of this so the only message consistently is women being sexualized bodies and this allows us to forget that women are human beings and not only sexual beings
· This can have negative consequences on the young women who constantly view these music videos and eventually understand the messages they believe that if they are to be remarked or receive attention they must behave or present themselves in the manner in which they see 
· Female artist are compelled to use the only visual language of popular culture (presenting themselves as sexual objects) the challenge for female artist is to try and stay true to themselves female artist have to take on the role od the pornographic imagination
· Music Videos also tell us a story of masculine control  and men depicted as powerful and those that must have control or dominate a women ( example Justin Timberlake ; Cry me a river)
· In the dream world women never say no and passively accept male aggression
· What effect do these message have on real life behavior? (Watch War Zone) , Central Park ( New York) real life example of women being assaulted and being reduced to sexual objects , being poured liquor on ( men think that they are entitled to women’s bodies to do whatever they please)
· These ideals create environments that are not safe for women because men may not thing that sexually assaulting a women is wrong because it is consistently depicted in the stories of music videos
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Jan.08, 2013
Popular Music Criticism
Popular music represented in:
· Journalistic writing
· Reviews
· Magazine articles
· Interviews
· Academic/ Scholarly writing
Books and articles from a variety of different discipline including sociology, musicology, media studies etc. 
Differs from Journalistic writing since they tend to be written after the fact (i.e. after an album has been released, after a scandal. They tend to have a more historical perspective
· Journalistic articles give us a more recent perspective 
· What is Popular Music?
· Generating a great amount of revenue
· Relatable to society
· Usually described and referred to Western/ North American music
· Standardized 
· Mass appeal + time phases 
· i.e. the charts now are filled with hip hop compared to the 1950s
· Often defined by:
· Commercialization 
· Status as a commodity –sales 
· Mass appeal –listen to by a large audience 
· Considerations include:
· Geographical location
· Time period
· i.e. Jazz was considered popular music in the 1940s 
· Social and cultural context 
· Concept of popular music has historically been more Western but can be different in different locations 
· Opposition to classical music
· In contrast to what it is not 
· Dichotomy of classical and popular music 
· *Not all music considered as popular are listen to by a large audience
· Is music popular because it sounds a certain way?
· Labelling genres of music leads us to labelling all music composed of that genre as popular regardless of the size of audience 
· Thus leads to different opinions of what popular music is 
· The words “popular music” and the concept of popular music don’t  have concrete definitions
· Carries traces of different meanings and can’t be linked to one definition
· Music and Culture
· Culture
· Values, traditions, social and political relationships
· Common history , language, social class and religion 
· Shared by a group of people bound together by a combination of these factors 
· A dominant culture stands at the center of society
· More powerful than the other groups
· We have to understand the normative in order to oppose it 
· Tends to reflect whit upper class as a norm
· Subordinate culture lack access to power and resources 
· Doesn’t oppose the norm but is less popular than the dominant culture 
· Eurocentrism:  the dominant centre of our culture still reflect white upper middle class western heterosexual male perspectives 
· The Western Canon: the body of the cultural knowledge that is said to be important for an educated or “cultured” person to know  
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Jan.11, 2013
David Allen Article
· The culture industry
· Made up of economic institutions
· Produces forms of culture that commodities
· Adorno finds commodification of cultural products leads to a standardization of these products 
· Standardization leads to passivity
· Adorno criticized music that was promoted on a very large scales, (1920s) art music/classical music 
· Standardization
· In several ways:
· A number of types that are immediately recognizable i.e. genres
· A small number of structures i.e. chorus, verse, bridge
· A small number of component to each song that are interchangeable i.e. popular music can be switch with each other and still sound the same
· TimpanAli
· Labour area where this music derived 
· Popular and shaped music in the 1920s
· Swing Jazz 
· 1930s
· Leading into music Adorno criticized 
· If popular music was standardized then why doesn’t all music sound the same?
· Pseudo-individualization
· Variation that exists between standardized products
· Surface changes
· Similar structure, melody, but lyrics and specific details (instruments) were different
· High vs. Low culture
· “Serious” vs. Popular music
· Serious music: Classical music i.e. Bach and Beethoven 
· Differences include: 
· Serious music lack standardization
· Popular music’s parts are interchangeable
· Level of complexity –Serious music was more complex
· Market context (most important difference)
· Popular music was market oriented and serious music was not 
· Role of the listener
· Industrialized popular music listener is caught up in a set of routine respond
· The pleasure derived when listening to popular music is superficial and false
· We’re sucked in to the music, not critical but submissive 
· Individuals who enjoy the pleasures are corrupted by immersion and are open to the domination of the industrialized, capitalist system 
· Mass production=mass response (a passive response, merely a product of capitalization)

· If all these pieces have the same core production what makes them unique?
· What draws our attention to these songs are the rhythms and tempos played at different times and different keys 
· Different genres use different instrumentations and preforming styles but produce the same core 
· Critical listener vs. Passive listener
· Background music vs. listening and hearing out music 
· To what extend do we passively listen to music and to what extend to we criticize music
· Sounds/melodies vs. meanings and depths of songs       
· Methods of technology (i.e. laptops, iPods, radios) prevent us from actively listen to music –multitasking                                                                                                                                
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MUSI 1002; Lecture 3 (January 16th)
· Product placement; a form of advertising where branded goods or services are placed in context of a music video, movie , tv show or news program some artists also promote their own products as well (example Britney Spears spraying her own perfume in the song “ like a circus”) 
· In many times artists are paid to promote a service / product because it is a powerful advertisement scheme
· Allen’s article ( view on advertising) ; advertisers use familiar songs because their audience is already familiar with the song it helps in promoting their product or service because it something that they already identify with it 
· Adorno explains that American listeners can easily identify with simple music (nursery rhymes, or songs that are familiar to the public) 
· A growing technique which Allen identifies in the article which is replacing a song with original lyrics with new lyrics than is relevant or connects to the product that is being promoted he suggested that Adorno would have predicted such a technique within popular music 
· Other techniques or examples that we see with the idea that Allen points out in his article is when companies use a popular song or the meaning of the song and connect it to the purpose of the goods they want to promote (example of Tim Horton’s commercial and song “ home” in the video they are promoting to their customers / viewers that Tim Horton’s coffee can now be brewed at home)
· Allen suggest in his article that artist are becoming more willing to promote products more willing to have their songs used in advertisements due to the decrease in music sales (people download have access to free music so that results in artist losing sales)
· Commercial of Brittney Spears , Beyonce and Pink for the super bowls /promotion of Pepsi ; appealed to many different things the fact that the women in the commercial are going against the normal ritual /norm going against the “ King” / man shows forth that they are strong have autonomy / boldness however at the same time they are dressed in minimal clothing so it also conforms to the standardized norms of beauty that exists within North America
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Brackett, “Sample Mania”

Neil Strauss, “Sampling is (A) Creative Theft or (B) Theft” (1997)
· Rap artist that create songs from sampling pieces from other songs and making their own.
· “Can’t touch this” this samples “Super Freak” by Rick James
· Vanillla Ice “ Ice Ice Baby” Samples “Under Pressure” 
· The popularity of these songs were not due to the skill of the rapper.
· Rap music is merging into the mainstream pop (Flo Rida)
· Sampling is the process of evolving technology
· Pitch changes are often relate to context changes
· When an actual sample is used actual credit must be given
· The artist who were doing the sampling in 1997 were more established then the artist who were doing it in 1991.
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Genres: a category or type
An organizing element: Musical characteristic, time period, uses, types of listeners.

Style refers to lyrics, visual image and ideology
Genres refers to how these elements are combined together
Genres standardize codes and conventions
-Music lyrics, visual, ideology
-These codes are fluid

Dimensions of Popular music genres
-Placed in the context of historical

Genres
Metagenres: contains multiple genres (Rock)
Genre: A more specific type (Pop-Genre)
Subgenre: (Pop-Disco-R&B Disco)

Sampling
Copyright
Creativity

Musical borrowing and appropriation
Appropriation
“The artistic use of another’s work in the creation of a new piece”

Covers: are the main sources of musical borrowing

Authenticity: Author’s intent, style and genre manipulation, musical originality.
-Pop and rock polarized
Pop=artifice: artificial
Rock=authentic: personal expression

Allen Moore
Authenticity of Expression: conveys sincere 
Authenticity of Experience: brings the listener into the process: do we relate to what we hear?
Authenticity of Execution: evaluation the performance within the convention of the genres 

Authenticity is ascribed to the performance rather than inscribed within it.

Covers: Originating moment: tribute, parody
Spectrum of copies: Original, Direct Copy: Duplicate the performance (Elvis Impersonator), Minor interpretation, Major interpretation, Parody

Intertextuality
Authenticity
Appropraition
Context: Genre, Time period, gender, race and location

Snoop Dog- Gin and Juice
Cover: The Gourds-Gin and Juice (Country, blues style)
-Major change is due to the musical background
-Lyrics are not normative because of the context and he sang the lyrics exactly the same keeping the “Snoop Dogg double G line” 
-Parody

Chamillionaire- Ridin’ Dirty
Cover: White Nerdy
-Keeps the same musical background but changes the lyrics, visual element (sweater).

John Lennon-Imagine
Cover: A Perfect Circle-Imagine
-Change the tempo (beat) minor to major key and making it depressing song, lyrics stay the change but genre changes.
-Even though the lyrics are the same the message changes
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MUSI 1002; Lecture 15 March 8th
One thing to consider when analyzing cover songs look at what is offered in the newer version? (any new social or political messages) for the most part it is just an adaptation to the current music sense 
There are also different reasons why artists cover a song it can either be to ridicule the artist or song or it could be out of interest or to bring back a well known song within the context of music today it may also be used in a different context such as gender roles
Essay/ Paper; don’t cite music videos (not an academic source the video is a object of study) you can refer to the videos but it is not a bibliography) refer to the article for bibliography that she will post on Web CT professor prefers Chicago style for citation, 4 minimum sources and 2 scholarly sources (class text books do not count for your scholarly sources)
Database; J Store, Google scholar,
Popular music journals that you may want to use; popular music, popular music and society, the journal of popular music studies, the black research journal ( hip-hop or African American artists , bands etc.)
Interviews with artists 
You can either do in text citations or footnotes
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Chappelle Show
-Validity of associating a particular style with a particular race
-drums are associated with blacks
-electronic piano= latinos
-electric guitar=whites

Hip-Hop Beyond Beats & Rhymes
-Strong, Virile, Violent
-When people think of hip-hop its associated with manhood and you cant be soft or else they think your “pussy”.
-Him vs. The inner thug
-The thug side is to be profitable
-Hip-Hop doesn’t support the differences with gender and society, it has one ideal
-Rappers only try to put others down, it goes back to the black race and how we cant seem to work together and we’re never happy when another succeeds.
-Hip-Hop originated in the ghetto
- Improve Energy originated the Bronx
- Denial has big part in the rap industry
- “when shit gets critical you cant be a punk” it has to do with the family dynamics
- Society has build this empire and now they’re wondering where all this violence and these emotions and feelings are coming from.
- Black mentalities is just that society is against them because that’s the way they grew up and when they have children that attitudes transpires through from generation to generation
- Culture of violence; the American portrays themselves in a certain way and have guns therefore rappers feel its okay to have guns as part of their identity.
-“You’re nobody until somebody kills you”
- Men violence and men being incarcerated are the main issues that are being worked on and people don’t people that women sexism are not main issues.
- Issues that are discussed in music videos are generalizing and when these girls don’t take offence to it, they’re stupid because it is and its happening because these women are acting and portraying themselves in that manner which enables men to talk about them and call them hoes and bitches.
- Bitch N*ggas = someone who is thought to be less than a man
- The stereotypes  are happening because we are supporting it.
- “ Me and my boy” what about “ you and your girl”  this only allows for the homoerotism to more eminent in the society.
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-We often attribute authenticity with the artist performance and we associate it with the personality of the artist but they are just adopting an image that will sell.
-We need to think about the influence of masculinity through music but we also have to think about how we bring those black masculinity to life. 
- A lot of music of today are perpetuating violence and gender attacks its not just like you can just blame the artist and the record labels we have to blame ourselves as well because we buy the labels and listen to his songs.

-Lupe Fiasco: Bitch Bad
-Young men get this mentality from their mothers first and the females around them because if we associate ourselves with the lyrics.
-Young women see videos online and they may not understand all that is being said but they see the pictures and sooner or later they will get a contortioned understand the message.
-Women = bad bitches as being good
-Men =bad bitches as bad and no self-respect
-The term bad bitches is all really a misunderstanding

Macklemore: I can’t change
· We become so numb to what we are saying 
· We all have an idea of what is right and every time someone steps out of the preconceived idea they are wrong.
· The laws can’t change us we have to change us.
·  Stereotypes associated with gay men  and the hip-hop doesn’t really fully accept gays and the homophobia that has been built over the years.
· Jay-z accepts the gays and gay marriage and Frank Ocean came out
· Love is love, whether is it sinful its still that same feeling that we feel.
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Global Music-K’naan 
-Global Music is music celebrating individuality within races from around the world in its music, it includes traditional music. Global music separates itself from mainstream music by including different languages and talking about the separation within people living a non-celebrity life.
Gwen Stefani: Harajuku Girls
- Gwen turned these girls into a product every time she went out the girls were out with her and they didn’t talk. In a sense it was felt that these girls idolized Gwen. This also made these girls seem vulnerable and weak to the American eye.

School Death Shooting Songs have been around for centuries, violence in Rock songs condoned this.
Ex. Marilyn Manson:Disposable Kids, My Chemical Romance: Teenagers, Alice Cooper: Wicked Young Man

Kesha: Die Young
This song experienced censorship on the American Radio scene due the shooting that had just occurred.

Ice Cube: Gangsta Rap Made Me Do IT
-Blames gangsta rap for rape, violence, arson…
-“I can act like an animal, aint nothing to it, gangsta rap made me do it”
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