Neo-noir
Jan 24/13

Film noir: movement or genre?
· Could be seen as a movement lasting from about 1941-1958, ending with Welles’ Touch of Evil
· Could be seen as a genre possessing the various attributes we outlined last week
· Could be seen as a movement that, through repetition over time, turned into a genre

Neo-noir
· Used to describe films made from the 1970’x onwards that use stylistic and thematic elements of film noir
· Can be remakes, period pieces, or otherwise
· Neo = New

Why does neo-noir happen?
1. Advancements in colour cinematography
a. From the 1960’s onwards, faster colour film stock is capable of recording subtler gradations of shadow and blacker blacks.
b. Colour ceases to be aligned with escapist entertainment
2. Sociocultural factors
a. Reactions to the feminist movement
b. Post- Watergate atmosphere of suspicion 
c. High rates of crime and drug use
3. Changed status of classical Hollywood
a. Fears of what will happen to cinema in an age of television
b. Directors with a new consciousness of film history


[bookmark: _GoBack]What is new about neo-noir?
· Centrality of citation, nostalgia homage
· Pastishe: blank (i.e. non-parodic) imitation of a historical style shorn from its context and combined with others is a patchwork of references. Examples include many films by Brian De Palma and Quentin Tarantino.

What to do with neo-noir?
· See it as the continuation of classic film noir, which now must be understood as a genre instead of a movement
· See it as a new genre (Erickson), which leaves open the question of what to do with classic film noir
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