Art History Week 1 	
· Focus on the transition from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance 
· Shift in the thought in that period and how that affected painting and sculpture 
· Focusing on Sculpting and Painting 

Middle ages 

· Known as a period as a period where people stopped thinking 
· Largely period based on the church 
· Rejected the faith in the human initiative 
· Art of architecture of Rome was naturalistic as seen in the world
· Major change in the middle ages starting in the fall of Rome
· Continues in the deeply fall into a more faith based Europe
· A shift on the focus from this world to the focus into the afterworld 
· Middle ages took the focus on the naturalistic, scientific and the now and shifted it into the focus on the “heaven”
· Middle ages ended round 1300 
· Those approaches on painting
· Period style type was known as Gothic art
· Art is seen as humans which are not dominated by naturalistic forms but forms of 
· Art had pictures behind the person 
· Art pieces had pieces which had no naturalistic view
· Because the belief was why should they focus on the domain of Satan being earth when they could focus on the domain of God 
· Gothic architecture appeals to the emotion and the spirit not the mind 
· Ex gothic act emphasizes height, light and majesty 
· Ex Chartres Cathedral 
· Cathedral were built with height in mind 
· The building with rush upward made you feel small and insignificant
· Arches were pointed so that building could be bigger 
· Milan Cathedral 
· The building with the most spiral and point on a building in Europe to emphasize upward
· Old Testament sculpture
· Unnatural height, no need to movement so that they could emphasize height
· Ste-Chapelle 
· Thought was light was important because God was light literally, that the light streaming in was god and the holy spirit 
·  Middle ages rejects the materialistic view of this world 
· So light was the greatest manifestation of god 
· The greatest example of this is Ste-Chapelle as it was the fact it was almost literally made of light 
· 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]St. Francis Altarpiece
· All messages were supposed to have a message 
· The Roman and Greek artist were trying to convey this world 
· In middle ages art was the to convey a meaning which you can understand that that meaning was God
· Even music was basic, monks playing the same not rather than having a melody; it is about the message 
· Renaissance was the movement that bought a movement away of the focus on the afterlife 
· That this world was important.
· Mid 13 century brought a focus on humanism
· Concern with the natural world, the individual, and the humanity’s worldly existence 
· Based on human reason
· Revival of secular literature and secular themes in art 
· Revival of Roman civic virtues (1) participatory government (2) service to the state (3) indifference to personal misfortune 
· Cult of individual fame 
· Refocus on the use of the mind to think of what they should do rather than what they are told 
· It was the disassociation with religion but rather a refocus of it 
· The focusing on Greek and Roman Art was not due to an interest on the god but on the human shape 
· Humanism brought back roman sense of duty 
· It brought a thought on a fact you should complain but to take responsibility of their environment 
· To Humanist life is in your hands
· Humanism you value the individual accomplishment and fame 
· Humanism started the signing of their work 
· This began the beginning of the dark 
· Renaissance means rebirth and that’s why it was the name of that period
· This one century brought a change in the human how they viewed this world the afterlife and how they fit into all of this 
· 1250 – 1300 brought a radical change on the view of religion and the importance of them 
· Orvietto Cathedral 
· The front of the typical gothic cathral 
· Actual a façade 
· Actually a rectangle
· A weird gothic front and a Renaissance back end
· Doge’s Palace 
· No attempt to reach to the sky 
· No attempt to allow light in 
· Ground floor has heavy stone arches
· Second floor have olgi arches 
· Third floor looks lightest because it’s a façade 
· Has a suggestion of mathematical elements rather than 
· It was built be a building nothing more
· It is a human size building 
· Meant to feel like the building was made to feel like it was build around you and the measurement when it was built 
· Humanist idea
· Duomo 
· Built by Arnolfo di Cambio 
· First building where we know the artist of the building we have seem
· Building is divided into clearly defined stories
· Built on a mathematical principal 
· Built on the human size 
· All the component part have clear logical relation  with each other 
· It looks as if it belongs on the ground rather than gothic cathedral aiming for the sky 

· Of all the from the readings the artist most important is Giotto di Bondone known as just Giotto 
· Painted Religious painting but painted in a Renaissance style rather than a gothic one 
· Student of Cimabue
· Style differs from his teacher 
· It has medieval style 
· It has a style that shows the body of the Virgin Mary 
· In the arena or Scrovegni Chapel
· Small room 
· Very popular 
· All religious building
· Top row shows the view of Virgin Mary 
· Second layer shows scene of the Christ
· Third layer shows the crucifixion of Christ and his resurrection
· Negative space is blue to symbolize heaven and the sky rather than a gold mosaic
· Giotto’s Lamentation   
· Takes place in 3D space
· The people are lit 
· Use of 3D shadowing to show solidity 
· They are real gestures in 
· Which is different from the middle ages which used to not show emotion or gesture
· Use of the background to accentuate the image 
· Uses psychological realism where the people are reacting in their own way 
· Even the angel are reacting to what they are seeing 
· Arena chapel was the first modern piece of work
· It was the first time something like this was painted   

· Humanism and the early Renaissance also branched off to include secular themes 
· Peaceful city
· By  Ambrogio Lorenzetti 
· Of the depiction of working government 
· One of the country side and one of the city 
· Was a renewed interested in the Roman thoughts on government 
· Convincing use of 3D space, foreground, background and shadowing
· Almost one of the first landscape painting in 350 years 
· 
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