RE220 - Midterm Notes
Jan. 8 & 10 – Week 1
Introduction 
Haile Selassie
· (aka Tafari Makonnen)
· Emperor of Ethiopia (1930-74)
· Considered by Bob Marley to be black God incarnate (Jah Rastafari)
Mortimo Planno
· Marley’s musical manager 
-Popular culture challenges and broadcasts some of societies most important issues
-socially significant themes and how they intersect with religion

Historical Intersections Between the religious & the popular 

· We interact with popular culture through technology, advertising, images
· Most of human existence, pop cult wasn’t a part of everyday life
· Europeans – spaces they worked in were image free
· Before era of public art – museums
· Printing press did not have images
· 15th century – wood block invented(quick stamp) – reproduce images using the wood block
· Leads to proliferation of art in public spaces – 18th century art started to be a part of public spaces
· Introduction of offset printing – precision of printing and lowers costs
· Art was in houses of worship – religion and art went hand-in-hand 
· Only recorded music was on mechanical instruments – ex. player piano, mechanical organ(1892)
· Europe and North America – most church services 
· Religion played central role in mediating the public to certain cultures

The Modern Era

· Popular culture is dominant ways non religious people can be religious 
· Films draw upon culture in their plots – ex. bollywood films, songs(Jesus Walks by Kanye West)
· Movie – Cecil B. Demille’s 1956 biblical epic The Ten Commandments
· Bollywood - Salman Khan with Lord Ganesha in the background in the Bollywood move Wanted







What is Religion?

Definitions of Religion

Essentialist definition – religion believes that religion has an essence and tries to determine what that essence is – e.g. belief in a deity, scriptures, belief system, institution, rituals
· A common critique of essentialist definitions is that they are not universal – e.g. many Buddhists are atheists

Functional definition – tries to summarize the role religion plays in society – e.g. religion functions to unite a community – e.g. hockey can also unite a community, social control, answer difficult questions

· Religion is what which is a person’s “ultimate concern”

Summary

· Religion & pop cult historically linked
· Religious imagery and themes
· Theorize how pop culture can look like or function like religion

Russel McCutcheon

· Differentiates between religious studies and theology – religious instruction or instruction about religion
· Theology:
· The study of God
· Faith-based study of divinity(study of your own religion)
· Any religion’s own articulate self-study or to its study of another religion
· Means Christian discourse on God
· Religious Studies:
· Scientific study of religion
· Religions are observable, historical events that can be studied in the same manner as all human behaviour
· Dalai Lama: Buddhist with subjective views, classes with teach you how to live as a practicing Buddhist 
· Subjective:
· A confessional orientation towards religion (e.g. “Theology”: the faith-based study of divinity)
· Objective:
· The disinterested scientific study of a broad category known as a religion or religions
· Ira Murra: Buddhist with objective views
· The academic study of religion is different from the subjective study of religion
· While many of us come to this class from religious backgrounds, the class itself has no confessional religious agenda
·  We treat all religions with respect
· Studying religion & pop culture is a rigorous scientific endeavour 

Culture

· Cultura: to cultivate the soil 
· “Culture” is what humans construct intellectually, physically, mentally, spirituality, etc. 
· It is a world as created and practiced by human beings
· Pop culture = low culture

High/Folk/Pop Culture

· Popular culture is a “bastard form of mass culture” – Roland Barthes
· Popular culture is less creative because it relates to a large amount of people

Modern Pop Culture

· Andy Warhol held up everyday culture as something worthy of art

Marshall McLuhan

· “Ads are the cave art of the 20th century”

Theories of Popular Culture

· The Frankfurt School 
· Popular culture hypnotizes the under classes and distracts them from true political engagement
· Critical theory and conflict theory
· Cultural studies 
· Form of propaganda 

· So far... 
· According to the Frankfurt School, pop culture was a form of propaganda used to indoctrinate society with pro-capitalist ideologies and disguise societal inequities 

Adorno on Pop Music

· True art shows the masses “an image of what they might be, rather than adapting to their dehumanized condition” (Adorno 1984, 337)
· True art can only be seen by the elite and can inspire many
· True art shows people what society is really like

Jan. 15 & 17 - Week 2

QUIZ – Thursday on reading (Jan. 17th)




Typology: a group of “types”

· Religion in popular culture
· A Christ figure
· Implicitly 
· Tattoos, clothing, jewelry
· TV shows (Simpsons), movies, books
· Yoga 
· Dance, theatre plays
· Tales of Shiva
· Movie: “Sister Act”
· Popular culture in religion
· Artists have popularized their music form before (boring religious music to fun, up beat songs)
· Televised Mass – changes the structure of the church service
· Buddhist magazine
· Pat Robertson – televangelist 
· Televangelism alters your own religious practice
· Once religion shows up on TV – it turns into entertainment 
· Christian praise band
· Matching making websites (ex. singlemuslim.com)
· Popular culture as religion
· Baseball
· Graceful Dead
· Trekkies (Star Wars follower)
· Religion and popular culture in dialogue(ethics or values) 
· Ethics and religion
· Values
· Buju Banton, anti-gay lyrics
· Filmmaker Deepa Metha’s critique of Hinduism (movies: “Fire” & “Water”)
· Bangladeshi Muslims burn a US flag in protest against the movie “Innocence of Muslims”

Arcade Fire and Religion

· Band is from Montreal
· Ways Arcade Fire is religious:
· Title of album, “Neon Bible”
· Cite a lot of biblical ideas
· Structure the lyrics as biblical verses
· Recorder in a church they own in Montreal
· Went to another church to use a organ
· Main band member studied Theology
· Reference to the Bible
· Parody of Christian symbols
· Albums visual imagery recalls church iconography
· Jeremiad – Win Butler(AF band member) is warning society about commercialization of religion
Arcade Fire and Religion

· Neon Bible was recorded in and utilized the organ at Eglise ST. Jean Baptiste in Montrea
· Contains reference to Bible
· Offers a parody of Christian symbols
· Employs the use of biblical discursive form


Arcade Fire’s Neon Bible

· Is there the appearance of religious themes, imagery, language and subject matter in Neon Bible? (Religion in Popular Culture)
· Bible on the cover(imagery)

· How does Arcade Fire appropriate on religion? (Popular Culture in Religion)
· AF could be a religion to fan – therefore they re religious actors using popular culture 

· Does AF or Neon Bible look like or function as religion? (Popular Culture as Religion)
· AF saying there is a better form of religion – real religion

· What ethical concerns and values are challenged, promoted, compared, contrasted, condemned and/or subverted in Neon Bible? (Religion and Popular Culture in Dialogue)
· AF is critiquing religion
· Uses parody in contemporary church culture

· Arcade Fire is neo-marxist (Karl Marx)
· Tainted version of authentic or high culture

Megachurches

· Solid Rock Church, Monroe, Ohio

so far...
· By reading neon Bible using typology – we have a clearer understanding of how AF is interacting w religion
· Key to unlocking system of symbols

The Church of Baseball

· Pop. Cult. Can do “authentic religious work by negotiating what it means to be a human person in relation to transcendent, the sacred, or human concerns” – Chedester
· Baseball operated in American culture like the church
· Baseball ensures a sense of continuity in the midst of a constantly changing world
· Baseball supports a sense of belonging to a community or national family
· Baseball represents the sacred space of home 
· Baseball has a rich array of rituals

Coca-Cola Fetish

· Fetish: an inanimate object that is worshipped because it is believed to be imbued with magical powers

Consumer Fetishism

· Consumer products are given properties or powers by consumers, powers that these objects did not naturally possess 

Week 3 – Jan. 22nd & 24th

Movie

Week 4 – Jan. 29th & 31st

Bagger Vance

· What is the basic story of the Bhagavad Gita?
· Takes place on a battle field
· Main character has a duty to his family but a duty as a warrior to protect his people

· What is Dharma?
· Duty and law 
· Something’s essence
· Person’s duty in life

· What is the Authentic Swing?
· His authentic path(dharma)
· His purpose in life is to golf
· You are born with your “swing”

· What are some of the parallels between Bagger Vance and the Bhagavad Gita?
· Junah in Bagger Vance compared to Rjunah in the Bhagavad Gita
· Authentic swing
· Golf teaches you a moral code
· 18 chapters in the Bhagavad Gita – 18 hole sin golf

· Why did Steven Pressfield use golf to explain the Bhagavad Gita?
· golf isn’t a team sport – works with his caddy to find his “swing” and himself in the game
· golf is an easy game to hate – in order to play it you need to be able to love the game and submit to the game 

· How do you find your authentic swing/self?
· Knowledgeable about the game


The Threefold Path

· Karma (action), Jnana (knowledge, Bhakti (devotion) – the 3 ways to reach your dharma(authentic swing)
· In order to learn golf you need to practice 
· Study the game, know the rules of the game
· Have to love the game to be able to continue doing it

· Action: practice your wing (life)
· Knowledge: analyse your swing (life)
· Love/Submission: learn your authentic swing through love of the game, intuitively/submission to god (Krishna)

Rap and its Message

· What is the social gospel?
· Acting in society
· Work for positive social change
· This has to do with “nitty gritty harmeneutics”

· What is “nitty gritty hermeneutics”?
· Critical interpretation
· No subject is taboo
· Progressive rap: interested in constructive development

· According to Chuck D of Public Enemy what should the role of black religion be?
· Which black religion does this best according to Chuck D?

Religious Satire

· Satire tries to undermine social norms and accepted ideologies by making fun of them 

The Role of Satire

· Satire is:
· Humorous
· Primarily an act of inquiry into the truth, falsity or reasonableness of an idea/practice
· Goal is not to provide answers for the questions it raises but t create a more reflective, critical thinking/wiser audience
· Mocks that believe there’s one ultimate truth







Week 5 - Feb. 5th & 7th

Mythology

· A story or legend
· Something’s that not true
· Passed down through generations 
· Socially destructed story
· Myth is a sacred narrative or story that embodies knowledge that a community uses to help understand the world and define itself
· “Myth relates to human beings to whatever powers they believe ultimately govern their destiny and explains to them what the powers expect of them” (Esposito 2006, 7)

Fact or Fiction?

· Myths are “true” stories in so much as they are considered so by the people that create and sustain them
· “meaningful narratives”

Joseph Campbell

· Studies myths across cultures
· “The Heroes Journey”
· “A hero ventures forth from the world of common day into a religion of supernatural wonder: fabulous forces are there encountered and a decisive victory is won: the hero comes back from this mysterious adventure with the power to bestow boons on his fellow man [sic].” (Campbell 1973, 30)
· All myths follow the same structure 
· Archetype:
· A model from which copies are made
· Monomyth:
· Underlying “hero” narrative found across religions and in popular culture

Star Wars & the Monomyth

· Departure
· The call to adventure 
· Refusal of the call
· Supernatural aid
· Initiation

· Return
· Refusal of the return
· The magic flight
· Rescue form without
· Crossing of the return threshold
· Master of the two worlds
· Freedom to live

Mythology as a Moral Story

· Lucas felt that “there is no longer a lot of mythology n our society” and wanted Star wars to be a “traditional moral story”
· McDowell: “Lucas attempts to...provide a context for moral reflection and education” (107). On what?

Christian-centric?

· These traditional values used to come from the church and family but in the modern era are increasingly being mitigated by the media and popular culture 
· “George...created a mythology of characters-he touched something that needed touching in everybody”

Sum

· Star wars:
· Offers something deeper than hollywood’s regular brand of entertainment
· Provides religious meaning within the text of popular culture by promoting a moral agenda
· Linked t epic narratives found throughout history
· Taps into archetypes that are imprinted on our collected

Feb 7th

Recap
· According to McDowell, myths can be complicit in “Establishing and maintaining social dominance and power structures.” Is Star Wars guilty of this?
· How does McDowell liken Star Wars’ teachings on violence to Walter Wink’s “myth of redemptive violence”?

Popular Culture in Religion

· Religious people use popular culture to promote social/political agenda’s
· Recognize ways that religions and religious people utilize popular culture to promote religious agendas
· Think about ways that religion altered or influenced by its interaction  with popular culture

Overview

· Negotiating the tension between sacred and profane in 20th century popular music
· Evangelical Christian music industry
· Black music traditions
· Country music

Evangelical

· Evangelical Christians
· Understand the Bible as the authoritative word f God and stress the experience of conversion or being “born again”
· Embrace technology

· Fundamentalism
· Bible is the infallible word of God
· Typically anti-modern


“Sinful” Popular Culture

· Sacred music – sons that praised god
· Seen as a threat to generic Christian beliefs 

Black Popular Music 

· African American music inn early 20th had 2 distinct categories of music:
· Church music (gospel/spiritual/hymns)
· Secular music (blues, folk, vaudeville, theatre)

· The “Devil’s Music” 
· blues, jazz, rock n’ roll

Robert Johnson

· “Me and the Devil”
· “Cross Road Blues”

Sonny Boy Williamson

· Sex as religious salvation metaphor
· “Eyesight to the blind”, “she brought the dead back to life”
· The black church was against this
· Holiness Movement
· Adhering to strict moral principles & by the divine gifts (“grace”) of the Holy Spirit humans can live a Christ-life life without sin
· Belief in the miracles such as faith healing

Ray Charles

· “This Little Girl of Mine”/”This Little Light of Mine”
· “I got a woman”/”There’s a man going round taking names”


Aretha Franklin

· Gospel/R&B
· “Respect”, “Natural Women”

Holiness and Hedonism

· Johnny Cash
· Advertised his struggle w addiction, drinking, cheating, sex
· Lifelong Baptist – related 1 in 10 songs to God

So far...

· Many Christians considered secular music thee devils’s music
· Secular musicians often mixed the sacred and profane  and this was considered sacreligious by many churches
· Christian music industries existed a parallel alongside secular music 

Romanowski

· Did evangelicals succeed in promoting a Christian message in the mainstream?
· According to Romanowski, how has evangelical Christianity been altered by its use of popular music forms






























Second Half Notes


Week 5 – Feb. 12th

Dr. Andrew Atkinson - The Smartphone: Standard Issue Neo-Liberal Equipment

Android Mandroid

· Why did he write Android Mandroid?
· Academics were ignoring this monumental shift in culture
· Online discussions of technology rarely extend beyond reviews and promotion 
· I wanted a experiment with the digital ebook format

· New technologies disrupt
· Culture
· Religion
· Politics
· Ritual

· “all that is solid melts into air”

Objectives 

1. Consider new formations of the self that Smartphones have catalyzed and enabled
2. Religion on your Smartphone
3. The religion of your Smartphone  

Argument

· The Smartphone is the logical extension of neo-liberal conceptions of the self

· Classical liberal self:
· Autonomous
· Self-defining
· Blank slate

· Neo-liberal
· Assailed by collective forces, yet expressive, unique, freedom loving

Tune In, Turn On, Drop Out (Marshal McLuhan)

· Ex. grandma invites you to a family gathering
· Smartphone preserves autonomy
· You tweet your way to freedom

· Ex. boss says something condescending or sexist to you in private?
· Like Zoe Barnes in Netflix’s House of Cards you tweet that insult with your boss’ name attached to 1000 users in a second (he get’s fired)

· Bluetooth has seriously altered the range of acceptable behaviours 

Solitude

· So, in a collective, you can assert your roles a an individual 
· In “solitude” you are surrounded with a collective cloud of friends and contacts

Ethical Disruption

· Conventions of respect shift (attention, authority)
· Jack white – “Freedom in the 21st Century”
· **Google lyrics**

· Where does religion fit?

· How does youversion change the practices associated with reading the Bible?
· Materially?

Bruno Latour

· “Thou Shalt Not Freeze Frame”
· Argues that recent technological innovation challenges the mode of religious communication
· Religious communication has been about transformation 
· Conversion, moral dev’t
· Religious communication has been about transformation
· Double click is about transportation
· Transport mode of media – it takes info to you

The Religion of Your Smartphone

· Chances are you love you Smartphone, 
· Or at least you don’t leave it behind as you head out the door
· Smashable brands

Your Mamma!

· It all begins with your mom
· Primal unity
· Then you
· Mirror stage
· Then your snuggly
· Transitional object
· Then your smartphone
· Object petit


Feb 26th – lecture 12
Quiz on Holy Cow
Final Exam essay question on Holy Cow
Agenda Feb 26
Commodification of Religion
· Marketing religion
· The use of pop culture to market religion (selling religion as if it is a commodity within pop culture)
· Religion as a marketplace
· A market of current or potential religious believers
· Disneyfication of religion (Next Class)


Marketing Religion
· Pop culture used by evangelicals as a tool to get more adherence/popularity
· Fundamentalism
· Dates back to John Wesley in 17th century and idea of putting the religion of the heart over the religion of the head
· He went to a church and he felt it in his heart
· Evangelicals became troubled by the rise of science 
· Independence of women  troubled the evangelicals
· Thought they tore at the social fabric of society
· The fundamentals (1909) were a call to fight against modernity and return to a more austere traditional male-dominated evangelicalism
· Fundamentalists/evangelicals are busily working to produce a Christianized, multidimensional popular culture to create an alternative universe of amusement and leisure activity.

Christotainment
· Chirstotainment: promoting Christianity via entertainment/popular culture mediums
· Christian Theme Park (The Holy Land Experience)

Jesus in Pop Culture
· King of Kings – Jesus is Passivist
· Jesus of Nazareth – Jesus teaching and good works
· Jesus Christ Superstar – counter culture Jesus
· The Last temptation of Christ – Relationship with Mary Magdalene
American Jesus
· A badass  military  muscle bound  not peace loving  American Patriot
·  Jesus is now here to kick the ass of feminists, atheists

Muscular Jesus
· Passion of the Christ  the last hours/days of Jesus before he is crucified
· He is the bad ass Jesus who gets whipped and then gets up and is ready for more
· Hyper reality
· Phenomena displayed on electronic media assumes a “realness” greater than when that phenomena is observed in real life
· Spoken in Aramaic, Hebrew to make it feel more real

Dominionists
· God gave humans (fundamentalists) dominion over the world
· Dominionist Agenda:
· Promote creationism in schools, capital punishment for abortion doctors, anti-sodomy laws, preemptive wars, bans on single mothers teaching in government schools, bible based legal system

So Far…
· Religion can be marketed in the same way as an ideology or commodity
· Fundamentalists market a particular brand of “Muscular Jesus”
· Muscular Christianity promotes a Dominionist Agenda (Anti Semitic)


The Marketplace of Religion
· Rodney Stark: “The Religious Economy”
· There is a market of current potential religious believers and a set of organizations seeking to attract them
· Problem is those churches losing members are doing so because they don’t know how to retain them (how to market to them)
· “Religion is changing, not dying. It is changing because the seeker mentality treats religion as a commodity that can be shopped for, tried on, purchased, or returned”

Megachurchers
· “Jesus, Ceo: Americas most successful churches are modeling themselves on business” (The Economist, Dec 20, 2005)
· They have at least 20,000 attendance per week
· CEO’s running churches, MBA’s managing congregations, churches boasting amenities such as basketball courts and cafes, ministers calling themselves “PastorPreneurs”


Seeker Religiosity
· Wade Roof Clark, Robert Bellah
· What is Sheilah –ism? *(Good Question on the Exam)*
· Sheila Larsen – therapeutic turn in religion
· Religion is now a personal journey (take a bit from here and there)
· Megachurchers do well because they appeal and market to the Seekers
· Megachurches “emphasize service of members needs an interests, and see religion as a consumer demand rather than as a supply issue.” Hoover, 140
· What are some ways megachurches cater to seekers?
· King of the Hill Episode 
· .

Megachurches
· What are some of the criticisms Hoover raises about megachurches
· Are they religious or doing what they ask them to do
· Why, according to Hoover are megachurches criticized as being inauthentic religions?
· Doesn’t give you spiritual sustenance
· Since it is so big it isn’t personal
· About money or the actual religion
· Churches that are targeted towards religious seekers make it a commodity
· Religion should be difficult, involve sacrifice
· If it gives you everything you want then there is no sacrifice

Summary
· Use of popular culture to “market religion”
· Christotainment  evangelicalism and fundamentalism
· The holy land experience, Passion of the Christ, Muscular Jesus
· The Religious marketplace
· Megachurches work off a demand and a supply model
· Next Class
· The disneyfication of religion
· Religion in a Disney film alters it because it waters it down

Feb. 28th – lecture 13

Quiz Tuesday 
March 17th – 2nd paper due

Recap:

1. Use of popular culture marketplace to market religion
2. Religion as a commodity in the “religious marketplace”
· Rodney Stark, megachurches, Hoover

Disneyfication of Religion

· With a smile and a song, life is just like a bright sunny day, your cares fade away, and your heart is young
· Teaches kids that there is supernatural
· Shows kids the queen in mean
Gospel of Disney
· Good is always rewarded/evil is always punished 
· Faith is essential (yourself, or higher power)
· Optimism/hard work pays off
· Differences don’t matter
· There is a universal human identity
Judeo-Christian Values
· “Disney has created a world of fantasy – based on a shared set of American beliefs”
· Disney’s format is family friendly
· Didn’t want to be seen as overtly religious because people that got o biblical ethics in theatres would be Christians – Disney wanted his movies to be shared all around the world with everyone not just Christians 
Disneyfication
· Waters down religious so he doesn’t offend anybody so it can be marketed to the widest ossible audience
· Repackaging religion into Disney-ready form
· Family friendly
· Homogenization 
· Sanitizing
· Merchandising
Religious Values
· Salvation form some sort of savior
· Religious/supernatural experience is real
· Faith is necessary
Salvation
· “someday my prince will come” (Susan Lochrie Graham)
· Woman are weak on their own, need men to save them
· True love is heterosexual
Wish Fulfillment
· Disney keeps religious styles by using magic
· Magic in Disney is not very different from Christian religion
· Faith = necessary
· Religious/supernatural experience is real
Pochahontas 
· No critique of colonial greed/racism/violence
· Harmony of mutual denial
-(must have been misunderstanding on both sides)
· Erases the violence of colonization, forgives European invasion
· Representations of religions based on cliches, power, hierarchies, ethnocentricity, orientalist interpretations are harmful & inaccurate 
Appropriation
· “The Taking – from a culture that is not one’s own – of intellectual property, cultural expressions or artifacts, history and ways of knowledge”
Power
· Relationships of power are a central concept to the ethics of cultural appropriation
· Recognition of cultural worth yet at the expense of 
· Obliterating the historical context
· Not recognizing human worth




New Colonialism 

· Western nations have routinely consumed cultural commodities created by subalterns in “colonized hinterlands” (Lipsitz 1994)

Week 9 – Mar. 5th & 7th

Eastern Monks in the West

· Looks at the watered down sentiment  
· They all become one stereotype
· All docile and very serene 
· Tolerance and respect towards asians’s 
· Presents oriental depiction of the eastern other – erases differences (i.e. different races of monks erased)to one representation – making racist based decisions 
· Westerner use knowledge to save the East
· Eastern religions are becoming obsolete 
· Drawing on the idea of orientalism

Orientalism

· Edward Said (1935-2003)
· Scholars that study the orient
· The projection of western ideas and concepts onto on-western cultures\
· Orient: non-western cultures in genera
· Occidental: western or European based cultures 

Travel Literature
· Describe the foreign or exotic to the folks back home
· First it’s us telling us about them
· Promises it can teach you about the authentic culture 
· 

March. 7th

Othering Edward Said 
      Under orientalism one culture has the power to define the other
      Scholarship about nonwestern cultures were very different from “us” and that difference was often described as being the opposite of “our” good qualities 
      Said is saying that this power continues, it was not just economic and political power, it is also supported by how the subjects were represented 
So far…
      Orientalism is when culture “A” has the power to represent culture “B” using culture “A’s” terms of reference 
      Orientalism tells us more about “US” (our values/prejudices) than anything real about the “other” 
      Video Orientalist because … 
Racialization
  Assumes another person based on their race, skin colour, dress, physical characteristics 
o   Homogenizes distinctiveness
  Blunts distinctiveness of people and figures 
  There’s really not different between Indians, natives etc.
Ahistorical nostalgic
  Timeless 
  Taken out of context of time 
o   Power to represent non-western religions 
  Popular culture gives this power 
o   Reiterates cultural stereotypes 
o   Orient needs salvation by the West
Historically Muslims in Popular Culture are thought to be: 
      Oppressed
      Terrorists 
      Exotic
      Almost never seen as American, Canadian or British 
      They are always from the middle east 
      Arab and popular culture have become synonymous 
      Women are always wearing some sort of hijab, head cover etc. 
      Popular culture has brought upon so many stereotypes 
      Rarely see what secular Muslims are 
o   Non-religious
o   Political
Islam in popular culture: 
      23% of the global population, (1.57 billion) 
      Only 20% of all Muslims worldwide are Arab
      Approx. 62% of world’s Muslims live in Asia 
      Second largest religion after Christianity 
      Approx. 7 million Muslims in the US 
      Approx. 940,000 Muslims in Canada 
Aladdin 
      “They’ll cut off your ear if they don’t like your face; it’s barbaric, but hey it’s home” 
o   Its inaccurate 
o   Showing how violent it is, although it is inaccurate 
o   Saying you’ll be safe if you don’t go Muslim’s are dangerous 
o   Non-accepting 
      One Jump (Song)
o   Sexualized orient portrayed scandaly 
o   Often how men are portrayed 
o   All of the side stuff going on, exotic swords swallower, walking on coals, snake charmer 
o   Reinforces stereotypes
  Violent culture 
  Everyone has to fend for themselves
  No social safety net 
      A Whole New World 
o   Look very Caucasian and have no accents as oppose to all the villains who have heavy accents, darker skin racialization 
Little Mosque on the Prairie:
o   Things from this class are what you need to look at while doing this analysis 
o   Watch first 10 minutes of interview women in mosques 
o   Due March 17
o   Is it offering Disneyfied version of Islam
o   How is it performing 
o   Is it reiterating 
o   Bringing Islamic ideas into popular culture 
o   How does it deal with stereotypes i.e. all Muslims are terrorists, all women are oppressed
  Does it reproduce them 
o   TWO THINGS: 
  Apply typology to LMOTP, yes you can see religion in popular culture as, in, dialogue (all 4 types) and if you cant find all 4 then argue why you can’t MUST BACK IT ALL UP (suggestion: first half use typology and use headings)
Week 10 – Mar. 12th & 14th


Mythic Narratives

· Marvel universe, a pantheon of god-like superheroes
· Super hero comic books all share the similar archetypes
Rama
· Extrodinary powers: expert archer/God in human form
· Enemies: Demon Ravana
· Strong Moral Code: exiled for 14 years to fulfill a vow
· Secret ID/Costume: dresses as ascetic
· Origin Story: avatar of the deity Vishnu

Superhero archetype

· Powers
· Enemies
· Strong moral code
· Secret ID
· Costume
· Origin story

Amar Chitra Katha (ACK) – “Immortal Picture Stories”

· Ramayana
· The Gita
· Shah Jahan
· Mahatma Gandhi
· Created by Anant Pai
· English language series, 1967
· Indians outside of India around the world were connected back to their religion
· Pai was influenced by American superhero comics

Tales of Durga 

· Durga often known as a “goddess of the tooth” – warrior goddess
· Gods: Trimurti, Shiva, Vishnu, Brahma all get together to kill buffalo demon – only a woman can do this so they create Durga and give her all their powers
· Devi Mahatmya
· “Devi” = goddess
· Durga = goddess of the tooth
· Shiva, Brahma and Vishnu created her in order to kill the buffalo demon on Mahisha
· Incarnation of Durga – 



Textual Authority

· What problems did Pai face when adapting sacred scriptures to pop culture?
· Which text becomes the source text?
· What do you keep/omit?
· Pai is a scientist – wants to write stories for all Indian children 
· How did his scientific background influence his decisions regarding miracles in the etxt?
· Takes out the miracles 
· Insists on “accuracy and authenticity”

Representing Durga

· How did The Tales of Durga reinterpret the goddess Durga and Kali for modern sensibilities?
· “One must tell the truth, one must tell what us pleasant; but don’t tell what is unpleasant just because its true.”

The Route to your Roots

· ACK functions in religions, political and social ways:
1. Promote national integration
2. 







Week 11 – Mar. 19&21

- Critique that India is exoticized to one of two images :
- spiritual wonderland nirvana
- India is a ghetto and impoverished 
- she wants to destroy misconceptiosn
- represent a more authentic India 
- not a fantasay land but a real place
- her films are very controversial 

West Meets East
- Love Guru – making fun of their culture
- Stereotypes of sectret tantric wisdom of love and sex
- Mike Myers plays a guru that is set to inlighten the west
- Makes fun of hippie culture and guru culture 

Religious roots of the counterculture 
transcendentalism  Ralph Waldo Emmerson
 first in north America to take eastern religions seriously – Buddhism, Hinduism 
  an effort to grasp the divinity in nature and all human beings 
 critiques everthing that the west stands for
 the west is a waste land and the east is nirvana and a spititual wonderland that can teach the east 
Theosophical society 
 Henery Steel Olcott
-- first American to convert to Buddhism 
-- Aims : 
-- work towards a united human community 
-- Study comparative religion philosophy and science
-- Investigate the powers latent in humanity 
Buddhis Crossings 
 DT> Suzuki (1870-1966) 
 Personified Zen to twentieth century Americans 
The Beats 
- renouncing the obligation of home and the work place
- on a spiritual quest for a new conciousness 

1960s Counterculture
- Alan Watts (1915 – 73) 
 Interpreted Taoism & Buddhism for American audiences 
 inspires people to start looking into eastern religious thought 
Timothy Leary (1920s-1996)
 -Pied piper of the psychedelic 60s
- “Turn on Tune in Drop out”
- gave students LSD
- religious experience through drug use 

Hinduism for hippies
- Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 
 Spiritual Regernation movement aka Transcendental meditation 
- A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
 The International Societ for Krishna Conciousness (ISKON) 
 Aka Hare Krishnas 
 Practice a specific mantra 

So Far….
· Starting with Transcendentalist some westerners question western values
·  Judeo-Christian, capitalism, materialism and expansionism, colonialism..
·  Embraced karma, reincarnation, the divinty of nature, the practices of emditation & living simply 
· “Me generation” (Boomers)
·  Personal quests for self-realization 

The Transcendental Beatles 
· Early Beatles 
·  Norwegian Wood (This Bird has flown) 
Lennon and Harrison
· John Lennon  used Indian artistic and religious influences for his own ends 
- uses philosophical thought with sounds
· George Harrison 
· attempted to accept, practice, & promote Indian culture & religion without a western spin on it 

The Postmodern Beatle
· Postmodernism  deconstructionism – existing knowledge and theories 
· A deliberate mixing of styles an conventions, the electic “mashing up” of genres without much knowledge or respect for the parent tradition
· “deconstruction” 
· this is what he does with religion – mixes religious thoughts and ideas to make up his own religion 
· Indian music, religion & culture is fragmente 
· Appropriated for their own ends
· Playful and full parody 
·  “Ive found that the best thing for myself is to take a little bit from here and there “  John Lennon 

Tomorrow Never Knows
· A taped LSD trip 
·  “Whenever in doubt, turn off your mind, relax, float downstream” 
· From timothy learys The psychedelic Experience,  a westernized Tubetan Book of the Dead
· Spiritual oneness can be achieved through psychotropic drugs 

I am the Walrus 
· Postmodern – John Lennon

Harrison the Seaker
· open to gurus 
· he met up with ravi Shankar 

Within You Without You
· Indian characteristics 
5/8 instrumental interlude
· the underlying drone 
· microtonal intervals 
Themes:  anti- materialism 
- Seeking converts to Hinduism 

March 21st

Lennon & Harrison
· John Lennon:
· post-modern Timothy Leary
· post-modern destructionist idea of religion
· takes religious ideas from wherever and puts them together
· LSD
· The self as guru – self-directed

· George Harrison:
· People that are looking for authentic religious experience
· Still taking from wherever – but more towards
· Opening w trying to engage with Hinduism – on Hinduism terms
· Open to Guru’s

· Lennon appropriates eastern ideas more for a artistic aesthetic than as a religious quest
· Harrison appropriated eastern ideas as part of a religious quest
· Beatles follow a long history in went of thinking India’s as a spiritual wonderland

· What would Deepa Mehta think about the Beatles’ engagement with India and Hinduism?
· British colonized India
· Fantasy that the eats is a spiritual wonderland
· Is there anything orientalist about the post modern art of John Lennon?

Holy Cow

Who is this book for?
· Other westerners
· For herself
· For India
· Her readers
What is the purpose of the book?
· To spread the stories
· To portray her experience
· To enlighten peoples spiritual values

How is the book same/different from other travel literature?
· Selling touristic experience
· Promoting the norm


Mar. 26th & 28th

Mircea Elrade

· Sacred: the holy, subjective, what you think is sacred(beliefs)
· Sacred space – constructed around the sacred that is experienced holy other form the profane world
· Sacred time – myth is also “truth”, myth puts things in order and exists on sacred time

· Profane: constitutes all of reality, no way to making meaning of it, no order in life

· Axis Mundy: symbolic connection between heaven and earth, around that you will buy the center of the word (highest point) 

· Imago Mundy: idealized view of the world

March 28th
· pilgrimage: a journey to some place that is considered sacred within one’s tradition
· circulatory travel (you go then come back)
· motivated by sentiment or belief
· i.e., Catholics visiting some place that Virgin Mary has been
 
Pilgrimage
· Camino de Santiago: famous pilgrimage for Christians
· movie “The Way of St. James” is about a family going on a pilgrimage there
· tradition says that the remains of St. James are buried there
· pilgrimage entails preparation, sacrifice, investment, something out of your daily routine, hardship
· idea of sacred space being outside profane space (outside of the normal world)
· Muslims are expected to go to Mecca once in their lifetime (pilgrimage)
· the hajj to the Ka’ba (pilgrimage that requires purification rituals, particular garments, state of purity)
· a metaphor for a personal search for one’s true self, God, meaning, transformation...
· associated with some sort of rite of passage (going from one state to another)
· on the pilgrimage, you are in an “in-between” state (liminality: time of withdrawal)
· facilitates communitas (special kind of community)
· spontaneous community among pilgrims
· rejection of everyday structures (hierarchies) and more about brotherhood
 
Sacred
· Mircea Eliade’s ideas around sacred space
· you can’t study religion using scientific methods
· must study it as the sacred and have a religious mindset
· set out to describe the sacred (morphology of the sacred)
· hierophany: manifestation of the sacred (i.e., the burning bush)
· axis mundi: connection between Heaven and Earth (center of the earth)
· i.e., Jerusalem for Jews
· pilgrimage is generally associated with religions
 
Pop Pilgrimage
· i.e., Strawberry Fields memorial to John Lennon, Central Park, NYC
· place for secular pilgrimage
· scholars can now study things like pilgrim tourism
· The Presley family memorial at Graceland
· Jim Morrison’s grave in Paris, France
· pilgrimage can be religious --> religion in popular culture
· popular culture as religion as well
 
Nine Miles
· Bob Marley’s mausoleum in Nine Miles, Jamaica
· more than a shrine for the family and a destination for the pilgrimage
· how does the site set aside sacred space and time?
· what role does Marley’s faith as a Rastafarian play?
· this site tries to legitimate Rastafari (presents Bob Marley as a Rastafarian)
· on the other hand, it ignores some of his central religious beliefs
· this is his birth place
· has the house he grew up in, his mausoleum, gift shop, restaurant, etc.
· Bob Marley was buries six miles above the ground because he was a prophet (not like others)
· buried with a wig of his own dreadlocks, a soccer ball, a marijuana bud and “God’s ring”
 
 
 
Controversy
· January 2005 Rita Marley announced that she intended to move her late husband’s remains from his mausoleum in Jamaica to Shashemene, Ethiopia, for his sixtieth birthday
 
Zion
· Babylon: non-African world
· Zion is the most holy place as it is in the center of Africa
· Zion is the axis mundi (where Bob Marley as a Rastafarian would want to be)
· Rita Marley said Bob identified himself as an African and Africans hold Africa to be their homeland
· Bob’s whole life is about Africa, not Jamaica, so he has a right to want his remains wherever he wants
· Mutabaruka agrees with Rita about moving Bob to Ethiopia
· the sacred center of the mausoleum is Bob Marley’s remains
· without that body, it would de-sacrilize the site
· for Bob, the sacred heart is Africa itself
· controversy of moving his remains
 	
Summary
· the site is invested in creating a sacred space
· fans get some sort of religious engagement (communicating with the life of Bob Marley)
· the site commemorates the world’s most famous Rastafarian
· but it largely ignores the idea of sacred in Rastafari
· ignores Marley’s own religious beliefs (ultimate goal was to return to Africa)


Radical conclusion – everything should be accessible
Burning man – motto: “no spectators” 


April 2nd & 4th

Canadian Mythology?
· “Is there a Canadian mythology and id so what does it look like?”
· What are our master narratives
· Francis – “national dreams” – national significant meaning 
· “These are the images and stories that seen to express the fundamental beliefs that Canadians hold about themselves” (Francis, 10)

What is a nation?
· We imagine that we share come core values/beliefs/culture/history/myths with our national community
· A nation is a “group of people who share the same illusions about themselves” (Francis, 10)
· Religion is something that binds something together (this is binding a community together)
· These stories are doing the work of religion
· Like religion they provide meaning 

What is a Canadian?
· Heroic
· Nice
· Mosaic 
· At home in nature
· A wilderness nation
· A unified community

Myth of wilderness
· People think they have a central connection to nature
· Canoe connects us to mythical paths

Wilderness Nation
· Archie Belaney masqueraded as Iroquois/ojibway trapper Grey Owl form northern Ontario

Civil Religion
· “The set of religious or quasi-religious beliefs, myths, symbols, and ceremonies that unite…”

American Civil Religion
· High priest
· Religious saints (Martin L. King, Bill Clinton, senators, past presidents, Abe Linkin, G. Washington)
· Sacred relics
· Sacrd orders
· Mythical stories
· Creeds
· Ritual festivities
· A central ritual event
· A divine purpose

Civil Ideology
· CBC
· The social safety net
· Universal health care
· Multiculturalism/mosaic
· Hockey

Creation Myths
· “The Death of Wolfe”
· “The Last Spike”
· CPR president Donald Alexander Smith driving the lasts pike into the Canadian pacific Railway
· Without railway system Canada could not be a nation

Myth of Mosaic
· “national amnesia”
· Until 1947 Canadians were British subjects
· Racist and classist history
· Slaveholding nation
· Ignored non-white, non-Christian history
· Racist immigration laws
· Anti-Semitism 
· Mosaic started because of the CPR

Our Canadian mosaic
· Victoria Hayward, “a mosaic of vast dimensions and great breadth” (1922)
· Kate Foster, Our Canadian Mosaic (1926)
· John Murray Gibbon, Canadian Mosaic (1938)

Myth of the RCMP
· Americans settled the west through violence
· Mounties “project just the right amount of stern rectitude and pleasant helpfulness which Canadians like to think we all possess”

Hollywood Mounties
· Cecil el DeMilles  north west mounted police
· Half the movies that had to do with Canada had something to do with the RCMP
· National stories take root because they express something we desired to believe about ourselves
· National myths become nationally unifying symbols – act as a civil religion



Stompin’ Tom Connors
· Well known I Canada – many songs 
· Became famous because he wrote about Canada
· Timmins, ON – idea to write songs about Canada once realizing we don’t have a song that people recognize and sing
· Gradually became known for writing songs about various towns in Canada 

Mythologizing Canada
· His songs sacralized specific symbols, heroes, events, rituals, and cultural elements of Canada 

Heroic/mythic Canadians
· “Big Joe Mufferaw” (aka Joe Montferrand) – French lumberjack 
· “Johnny Maple”
· “Sudbury Saturday Night”
· “The Canadian Lumberjack”
· “T.T.C. Skidaddler”
· “Bud the Spud”
· “The Peterborough Postman”

National Rituals
· “Gumboot Cloggeroo”
· “Canada Day, Up Canada Way”
· “Gone with the Wind”, “Roving All Over the Land”
· “The Snowmobile Song”
· “The Hockey Song”
· Food: “Bud the Spud”, “The ketchup Song”
· Maple Leaf/tre: “Zephyrs the Maple” “Johnny Maple”

Sum
· National mythologies can be theorized as part of a country’s sacred story – an aspect of its civil religion

Course Wrap Up
· Diverse relationships between religion nd pop culture
· What is religion?
· Forbes and mahan typology
· Religion and the monomyth
· Beatles
· Stompin Tom
· Sports in Religion
· Bob Marley
· Commodities, commercial goods
· Television
· Sexism/orientalism
· Films – star wars, bagger vance, Disney
· Allegory
· Disneyfication of religion
· Travel literature(Holy Cow)
· Comic books – how they use mythology
· Art – group of 7

Take Away
· Popular culture is a window into a society’s values
· The religion doesn’t just signify the major world religions
· In a secular society – religion is pervasive 

Exam
· MC
· Definitions
· Typology
· Long answer
· NO ESSAY
· Don’t use same Answer for 2 questions
· Use information from readings, lectures
· Know EVERYTHING on study guide
· 

