The Genius of Hollywood

Cinema: A communal experience
· Psychological impact of group viewing
· No more personal guilty voyeurism-Validation through company
· Nickelodeons: Bringing together marginalized communities
· Affordable (5-10 cents)
· Content geared towards more ‘lowbrow’ sensibilities (rude humor, risque content)
· Poorer classes, immigrants, etc. could now congregate in public and enjoy at least a loose sense of unifying community.
· Naturally, this didn’t last long before middle class pervaded again

Highbrow Cinema
· Drew more on literary / Theatrical classics.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Conger (Grander)-By proxy, more expensive??
· More sophisticated filmmaking
· D.W Griffith : The Birth of Nation
· Parallel editing, emotional close-up, fostering, etc.
· Identification with characters
· Onset of ideology in cinema

Opulent Settings : Movie Palaces

The Hollywood Studio System
· Fordism (“assembly line production”)
· Mass production of identical products
· Breaks down product into its component parts, with separate labourers for each to streamline production – easier, faster
· Eliminates notion of singular overall specialist  
· Studio contracts
· Vertical integration
· Studios own production facilities, distribution outlets and theatres. (All levels of movie making)
· Thus, control over how their own films were released (ex. Block booking)

Pseudo-Individualization
· Theodor Adorno: The illusion of choice and variety within homogenized, uniform cultural products

Major-Studios
· Studios become some kind of brands which the audiences can prefer.
· MGM
· Polish and classic musicals
· The Wizard of OZ
· Meet me in St. Louis
· Paramount
· Self-deprecation and sophistication
· Duck Soup (1933)
· Sunset Boulevard (1950)
· Warner Bros
· Celebrated the ‘working man’; even grittier aesthetically
· The Public Enemy
· The adventures of Robin Hood
· The maltese falcon
· 20th Century Fox
· Period pieces and nostalgia
· Non-urban, social consciousness
· The Grapes of Wrath (1940)
· The Ox-Boy Incident
· RKO
· Less of a distinctive identity
· ‘Package deals’
· King Kong
· Top Hat
· Citizen Kane
· Columbia
· Screwball comedies and populism
· It Happened One Night (1934)
· Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939)
· Universal Pictures
· Edgier: monster movies and melodramas
· Frankenstein (1931)
· Dracula (1931)
· All That Heaven Allows (1955)



