Classical and Positive School of Criminology
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Classical School
“The Classical school exhorts people to study justice.”

Hedonistic Psychology – People govern their behavior by what gives us pleasure (Seek pleasure, avoid pain).  Maintains that people are free thinking and govern their behavior in a very rational way.  ***

JEREMY BENTHAM --> Graduated law school at age 13.  Designed the Panopticon, designed to be able to see into every cell in a prison.  
· Sought to develop a pleasure and a pain scale, ranked from 1-10 based on given acts, termed feliscpe calculus (hedonistic calculus).  Thinking was that if one were exposed to pain one level above the amount of pleasure, the act in question would turn into a negative stimuli

Caesar Becerra – Published ‘Crimes and Punishment’ (1764)
· Challenged the arbitrary nature of the criminal justice system of the time
· Laws should be used to maintain social contracts, between the individual and the state
· Only legislators should create laws. Judges should impose punishment only in accordance with the law.  Judges should not interpret the laws.  Punishment should be based on the pleasure-pain principle.  Punishment should be based on the action, not the actor.  

· The law should restrict the liberty of the individual as little as possible.
· The rights of the accused should be maintained at all stages of the criminal justice system.  
· The law should give clear and precise knowledge of what was forbidden and the sanction attached to disobedience.  
· The aw should take the form of a complete written social contract, so people can understand how their liberties are being safeguarded.
· Punishment was justified only if the offender had infringed the rights of others.  Punishment should be no more than proportionate than the crime committed.  It should not go beyond what was necessary to deter the individual and others from offending against their fellow citizens.
· The nature of the penalty should correspond with that of the crime (Ex.  Thief should be fined)
· Punishments should be inflicted with speed and certainty, in order to create the closest possible association in peoples minds about crime and its inevitable consequences.
· Exemplary punishment (used as an example) should be deemed unjust.
· The criminal is to be treated as a rational, responsible being who could weigh the consequences of his or her actions.
· Classical criminologists did not believe in crime prevention.  They believe that the law is clear enough.


Positivist School

Caesar Lombroso – came up with the idea of the criminal man (men were born 
criminals and you could determine whether someone would be a criminal based on physiological features).  Specifically bumps on the skull.
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· Where the classical school concentrated on the crime, positivist concentrated on the criminal
· Classicists thought criminals were rational, while positivists saw the criminal behavior has strongly influenced or completely determined by outside influences
· Classicists insisted that punishment must strictly be related to the crime, the positivists state that punishment should be related to the offender (mitigating circumstances etc.)
· Classicists saw the sentence as proportionate to the crime, positivists saw punishment as crime prevention.
· Classicists rejected adaptation of the penalty to the individual, positivist insisted upon it.
· Positivists insisted on the detention of the criminal if they posed a future danger to the public

Emphathetic explanation  Try to understand the individuals manner of thinking
Scientific explanation  Scientific method, sample sizes, population, variables, correlation, causes, etc.  What works based on evidence.
Ideaological explanation Policies based on a system of ideas, that are individual and not based on scientific evidence.

Applied research  Working on research for a practical goal
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pure research  Research without a goal.  Unbiased.  Research for knowledge.
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