What is Politics?

Examples: 

· Elections

· Demonstrations

· Policy decisions

· Law making

Politics matters

· Decisions that affect you

· Laws assign rights and duties

· Decisions are enforced

Haiti and the Dominican Republic

· One island

· Different environmental conditions

· Consequences of political decisions

· Dominican is much richer (5 times), More land, smaller population, better economy

· Politics matters, but what is it?

Some meaning of “Politics”

· Formal Government activity

· Dishonestly seeking personal gain

· Noble pursuit of the public good

· Who gets what, when and how?

Who gets what, when and how?

· Chimpanzee politics

· Competition, power, conflict

· Dominance strategies, and alliances 

· Winners and losers

· Bonobo politics

· Peaceful

· Gentle and loving

· Erotic and egalitarian 

· Hunt and eat other monkeys

Elements of politics

· Politics is a social process in which people make binding decisions in regards to conflicts

· Social politics

· Conflict

· Binging decisions 

· Enforcement

· It is between love and war

· Pure conflict is war

· Pure cooperation is true love

· Politics is conflict AND cooperation

Where is politics?

· Family, economy, state

· International?

· Everywhere?

Aspects of politics

· Collective Action

· Conflict and cooperation

· Authoritative decision

· Enforcement against the disobedient

Government

What is Government?

· The activity of governing or ruling

· Exercising authority over others

· Coordinating collective decisions

Aristotle (384-322BC)

Asked 2 questions

· Who rules?

One, few, many

· In whose interest?

· In the rules interest

· In the interest of others

Aristotle’s forms of government

· Tyranny – rule by tyrant

· Monarchy – king, queen, etc

· Oligarchy – rule by the rich

· Aristocracy – rule by merit basis

· Democracy – bad; rule by many, included unwashed and poor. Interest in themselves

· Polity – many, but not the unwashed, and poor. Rule in the interest of everyone

What is the State?

· Territorial community

· Centralized governing authority

· Sovereignty, including monopoly of legitimate violence in a territory

What is Power?

· The ability to produce results

· Influencing other’s behavior

· Power can take several forms

Forms of power

· Coercion

· Influence

· Manipulation

Hard Power vs. Soft Power

Hard Power

· The Stick

· Force, and coercion

· Military and police

· The Carrot

· Economic inducement

· Bribes and sanctions

Soft Power

· Attraction 

· Getting others to want what you want

· Institutions, values, and politics

The world as a 3-Level Chess Match

· Military

· Economic

· Key Transnational issues (disease, environment, etc)

State of Nature

· Most agree would be a bad idea

· Cannot test it

· Could have existed in the past

· Some argue that modern state is derived from this

Hobbes

· Desperate state of war

· Constant fear and danger

· Paranoia

· Hobbes believed in Galileo’s Principe of conservation of motion

· Objects naturally seek rest after moving, it will be in motion till it is stopped

· Human beings have a constant desire for power

· This desire for power leads to competition

· Everyone is rightly suspicious, and this to a “war” where all people try for fight for gain, safety and reputation

· This war will not stop, and is autonomous

· Possessions may not be retained, and long-term endeavors will be sparse

· Arts and science will not flourish

· Nothing makes life worthwhile. 

The State of Nature - Why do we need a state?

· Though experiment to imagine life without state, and political power

· He claims that the worst scenario possible is: NO STATE PROTECTION

· Powerful state is needed to avoid disastrous interpersonal conflict

· Main premises: Human nature

Hobbes and Themes

· Fear

· War

· Peace

· Etc 

Hobbes on Human Nature

· Introspection: understand yourself, and your own motivations

· Materialism: we are machines

· Felicity: being alive is wanting

· Power:  wanting more and more

· Predominantly self-regarding

· Seek to enhance reputation

· Averse to our own death

· Equally vulnerable

· Equally able

The Road to War

· Equality

· Scarcity

· Uncertainty

Three Reasons to Attack

1. Competition: Gain

2. Lack of Trust: Safety

3. Glory: Reputation

· “…continual fear and danger of violent death, and the life of man solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”

· Cooperation is key

· John Nash(best results come when everyone is doing what best so themselves, and the group

Is Hobbes too pessimistic?

· “Read thyself” – Hobbes

· What do we think of others?

· Actions speak louder than words

· We lock out doors and chests

· There is bound to be mistrust

Morality in the state of nature

· Natural right of liberty

· A freedom to do whatever is necessary to preserve yourself

· No justice or injustice

· Laws of nature 

· Fundamental Law: Seek peace, if you can get it

· Second Law: Lay down natural right if others do too

· Third Law: Perform your covenants

Individual and Collective Rationality

· It is rational for individuals to attack others

· Smart for one, but dumb for all

· It is rational for the collective to seek peace

· Collectively rational outcome is unstable

· Individuals have an incentive to defect

· State provides assurance that laws of nature will be followed

John Locke – Life, liberty, and property 

Locke’s State of Nature

· State of peace
· Equality (rights; morally)
· Law of Nature
· Laws of God, and laws of morality and reason
· Natural liberty 
· Do what you have a right to do
Locke vs. Hobbes

· Equality

· Law of nature

· Hobbes – preservation 

· God and morality

· Natural Liberty

· Hobbes  - do whatever works

· Locke – do what you have the right to do

Enforcing the Law of Nature

· So in vein, so we need enforcer

· Everyone must carry the law of nature

· Executive power of Law of Nature (EPLN)

· EPLN includes right to punish

Scarcity of Abundance

· Hobbes: Natural scarcity and conflict

· Locke: Natural abundance of land

· Cultivate your own land

Why we need a State: Inconveniences 

· Problem with administration of justice

· Conflict about the law of nature

· Some will lack the power to enforce the law of nature

Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Rousseau on Human Nature

· Desire for self-preservation
· Pity of compassion for the suffering of others
“Social Man” and Natural Savage

· Hobbes and Locke describe civilized man

· Civilization has corrupted us

· Savage is unaware of morality

Self-preservation vs. compassion

· Scarcity created a problem

· Self-preservation trumps pity

· War seems inevasible

The Natural Savage

· Solidarity

· No language

· Fears only pain and hunger

· Natural humans only desire food, sex, and sleep

· “The Augean-Maitland” Theory

Rousseau

· Self-perseveration and compassion

· Savage is uncorrupted by civilization

· Savage does not know of morality

How Change Happens in the State of Nature

1. Free will

2. The capacity for self-improvement

· Too making

· Cooperation

· Leisure, luxury goods, corrupted needs

· Language, and comparison of talents

· Agriculture, metallurgy, property, rules of justice, and inequality

· Leads to state of war

· The rich devise a brilliant plan

· “The law, in its majestic equality, forbids both rich and poor alike from sleeping under bridges, begging in the streets, and stealing bread.”

Anarchism - Better off without the state
· “An” + “Arches” = Without Rules

· Cooperation is possible without coercion

Hoboes’ replies

· Fear, suspicion, and competition will overwhelm cooperation 

· A few bad apples can ruin everything

· One Bogart can ruin the party

Anarchist Response

· Humans are naturally good

· Social cooperation without coercion 

· Options: conflict OR the state

Negative and Positive Justifications of the State

· Negative argument: the state is the only alternative to the state of nature

· Is there a positive argument for moral duty to obey the state

Why Political Authority is morally problematic
· People are naturally free, equal, and independent

· Legitimate power is created by us

· Authority requires my consent

Key features of the state

· Monopoly on legitimate violence

· State protects us in return

Universal Political obligations

· Justifying the state = showing that there are universal political obligations

· Should we obey the law because it’s the law?

· “universal” means “applies to everyone

The Parent Analogy

· State-citizen relation is like the parent-child relation (Plato’s Crito)

· Life and benefits generate gratitude and the duty to obey

· Problem: Unreasonable Orders and Laws

Voluntarism and the social contract

· Voluntarism: states political authority depends on my consent

· Social contract: political obligation based on contract or agreement

· Does everyone agree to obey?

Was there an original Contract?

· Original contract:: Actual, historical, deal consent to state

· No evidence for this

Main problem with original contract

· A contract applying back then shouldn’t obligate me now

Express Consent

· Has everyone given consent?

· Only a minority explicitly consent

· What counts as consent?

· Voting?

· First objection: “I voted for someone else”

· Section objection: abstaining isn’t consenting 

Are there universal political obligations?

Voluntarism: states political authority depends on my consent

1. Express consent

2. Tacit consent

3. Hypothetical consent

Tacit Consent

· Tacit = Implicit or Understood

· Do we tacitly or implicitly consent to the states author over us?

· Is there something that is morally equivalent to consenting?

· Does residence count?

· Staying is morally equivalent to consenting, because if you hate it, you can leave

· Obstacles to leaving: poverty culture, language, other states

· If there are obstacles to leaving, then it is not morally equivalent to consent

Hypothetical Consent: 1

· Rational individuals would consent is they were in the state of nature

· Objection: hypothetical consent is not actual consent

· Non-Voluntarism: worthy of consent

Hypothetical Consent: 2

· Voluntarism: hypothetical consent gets us to realize what we already consent to

· Objection: it’s not really consent, because we aren’t aware

· Objection 2: some may refuse to consent.

Anarchism Revisited

· “I didn’t, and I wouldn’t consent, so the state in illegitimate

· Correct to reject blind obedience

· But, people disagree about the justice of the laws

Locke’s point

· There are two options available

1. A publically agreed, shared set of laws

2. Defer to private judgments about the content of laws (anarchism)

· Better to have shared laws than continued disagreement

· The “inconveniencies” of the state of nature defeat anarchism

Utilitarianism – Jeremy Bentham (1748 – 1832)

· The good and the right

· The right action is the one that maximizes utility (good)

· Utility = happiness, well-being

Utilitarianism and Political Obligation

· Obey the law IF AND ONLY IF doing do will produce greater happiness than disobeying

· Objection: this is a law-breakers charter

Indirect Utilitarianism

· Don’t justify particular actions by appeal to utility-promotion
· Well0being is maximized by each of us obeying the laws
Three parts of Utilitarianism

1. Theory of the good (happiness)

2. Commitment to equal concern

3. Requirement of maximization

Why Utilitarianism?

· Human Happiness

· Impartial Concern

· Consequential Society  

Objections to Utilitarianism

1. Too Demanding: Asks to much

· Is it too demanding?

· Direct Utilitarianism: YES

· Indirect (Partial) Utilitarianism: Not Necessarily 

2. Too Permissive: Allows too much

· Is it too permissive?

· Can require injustice i.e. Torture, slavery, conviction of the innocent

· Reply: Hard-Headed – IF IT MAXIMIZES HAPPINESS, BE MACHAVALIAN 

· Reply 2: Appeasement – BE MORAL

3. General objection

· It fails to explain why actions are morally right or wrong

· It can get the right answer, but not for the right reason

Is Happiness the ONLY thing that matters?

· The Pleasure Machine

· Would you plug in?

· The experience machine

Other Accounts of Welfare

· Preference satisfaction

· Informed preference satisfaction

Principle of Fairness

· Where I receive benefits from the state, fairness requires that I take on a share of burdens

· Taxes, obeying the law, allowing freedom restrictions

· Benefits: Peace, Order, Security, provided by a functional legal system

· Burdens: Obeying the Law

· It would be unfair to disregard the burdens; no free rides

· If I force benefits on me, am I obligated to reciprocate?

· Gwyneth Paltrow’s Demand

· She gives you money anonymously

· Do you know her anything?

· One has a duty of fairness to do my part ONLY IF I ACCEPT the benefits

· Problem: how can we not accept the benefits of the state?

· Therefore the principle is flawed

What is Democracy?

· Rule by many

· Kratos by the demos

· Collective self-rule

· Government of, for, and by the people

· Historically unpopular view

Political Power

· The power to enforce and issue binding commands

· How should this power be distributed

· Who should rule?

· What sort of government is the best?

· Monarchy/tyranny (The One)

· Aristocracy/oligarchy (The Few)

· Polity/Democracy (The Many)

· Political power should be distributed equally

· Every citizen should have the right to an equal say

Origins of Democracy

· Athens 508 – 322 BC

· Decisions made by a majority vote in an assemble of all citizens

· Open debate and subsidized

· Athenian democracy was 

· Direct

· Exclusionary

· Intolerant 

· Culturally Homogenous

· More democratic than ours, and less than ours

· There is no defined answer because both have its pros and cons

Key features of Representative Democracy

· Universal rights to vote and stand for office elected representatives make decisions

· Elections are free, frequent and fair

· Freedom of Speech: Independent media

· Freedom of Association

· Independent Judges

Participation in Representative Democracies

· Is more participation desirable

· Is direct democracy possible in large nation states?

Plato Against Democracy

· Democracy is rule by the many

· The many are selfish, ignorant, and unpredictable

· The many are unqualified to rule

· The craft analogy

· Consider jobs that require much skill

· Pilots, architects, doctors

· Health of the body and the state

· Philosophers should rule

· Philosophy = love of wisdom

· Decision makers should have judgment + skill + knowledge = philosophers

· Ruling is a skill attainable only by the few

· Philosophical training: Acquiring knowledge of the human good

· Philosophers don’t want power

· But they realize the alternative is unacceptable 

Why Democracy?

· Two types of reason for valuing democracy

· Intrinsic reasons: in itself, there is something good about democracy (apart from the consequences it may produce)

· Instrumental reasons: there are consequences that provide reasons in support of it

Intrinsic Reason

· First intrinsic reason: Self-rule

· Democracy embodies a commitment to freedom or self-rule

· Democracy = individuals ruling themselves

· Autonomy = giving laws to oneself

· Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)

· We can be coerced and free

· Coercion: we are forced to comply with laws

· Freedom: In a democracy, laws are self-imposed
· Freedom is not doing what you want but following a rule you give yourself

· Therefore, coercion is compatible with freedom

· Government and legislation

· Rousseau opposes democratic government because he thinks executing power should be held by the few

· Rousseau supports democratic legislation because he thinks the people should make their own laws

· Objection: democracy in not a form of freedom

· Those on the losing side are subject to laws they do not give themselves

· ‘Majority rule’ means the minority are not self-ruling

· Therefore those in the minority are not free

· Reply to objection

· Democracy provides more autonomy than any other decision procedure

· Democracy gives every citizen the opportunity to participate in law-making

· Everyone has an equal say to the crucial part of the election process

· Second intrinsic reason: equality

· Democracy embodies a commitment to treating all as moral equals

· Democracy = equal entitlement to participate (equal voice)

· Politics for a society of equals

· Egalitarian = favor equality

· Against subordination and exclusion

· No natural subordination

· Inclusion of all adults equally in reaching collective decisions

· Need education and resources to participate effectively

· Rousseau’s ‘General Will’

· Citizens motivated by impartial concern for the public good

· You should ask yourself: “what’s best for the community?”

· Should not vote out of self-interest or out of what they want but should look at the greater good when making political decisions

· Talks about a ‘civil religion’ that everyone should adopt, where they could pick any tolerant religion but had to follow it strictly

· “The common good”

Instrumental Reasons

· First Instrumental Reason: Better Decisions

· Democracy produces better results than its alternatives

· No famine in a democracy with a free press

· The democratic peace hypothesis: democracy can help to avoid war because democracies fight but don’t fight each other

· Accountability and interest protection

· Dictators need not take the people’s interests into account

· Accountability to citizens constrains democratic leaders

· Problem: unpopular but necessary policies won’t be adopted (e.g. climate change)

· Two models of democratic input

· What goes into the process shapes what comes out

· Market model: giving people what they want

· Forum model: deliberation, discussion, cooperative debate

· Market model of democracy

· Parties offer a menu of options (vote for us and we will...)

· Citizens choose what they prefer: they vote for decision makers

· Equal influence = equal voting power

· Elections are competitions in which parties market themselves to citizens

· Result of market model: impoverished debate and citizen incompetence

· Schumpeter: Citizens choose experts and experts make the decisions

· Forum model of democracy

· Emphasizes deliberation

· Equal influence = equal opportunity to participate in discussion

· Voting reflects wants after they have been changed by reasoning

· Our democracy

· Not a forum

· Powerful private interests dominate our discussions

· Political market in which money generates unequal influence

· Formal political equality combines with large economic inequalities

· Second Instrumental Reason: Better Citizens

· Forum model only

· Active citizen engagement

· Develop citizens’ skills in making judgments
· Why better citizens?

· Participation is an education in itself (e.g. jury duty)

· Incentive to seek widespread support for one’s views

· Views become less selfish, more cooperative, better informed

Rousseau’s general will is

a. The will of the highest ranking general

b. The sum of all particular wills

c. The view of democratic representatives

d. The common good ( 

Two Models of democratic Input

· What goes into the process shapes ( What comes out

1. Market Model: Giving people what they want

· Parties offer a menus of options

· Citizens choose what they prefer: they vote for decision makers

· Equal influence = Equal voting power

· Elections are competitions in which parties market themselves to citizens

· Result ( impoverished debate and citizen incompetence

· Schimpeter: citizens choose experts ( experts make decisions ( citizens don’t have to

2. Forum Model: Deliberation, Discussion, Cooperative Debate

· Emphasizes deliberation

· Equal Influence = Equal opportunity to participate in discussion

· Voting reflects wants after they have been changed by reasoning

· Our democracy is not a forum

· Powerful private interests dominate our discussions

· Political market in which money generates unequal influence

· Formal political equality combines with large economic inequalities

Second Instrumental Reason: Better Citizens

· Forum model only

· Active citizen engagement

· Develop citizens’ skills in making judgments

Why better citizens?

· Participation is an education in itself

· Incentive to seek widespread support for ones views

· Less selfish, more cooperative, better informed

What ON LIBERTY is about?

· “The nature and limits of the power which can be legitimately exercised by society over the individual” (Ch1, Paragraph 1)

· The need to restrict both state and society (public opinion) in their ability to shape conduct

Stages of Liberty

· History of relations between individuals and authority
· Throughout this history, the meaning of liberty and tyranny have changed
Stages

1. Contest between subjects and government

a. Liberty means protection of society against tyranny of political rulers

b. Political rights, constitutional checks

2. Development of democratic government

a. Liberty means popular self-rule (autonomy) 

b. Rulers are the ruled, so (it was thought) there is no need to limit government power

3. Recognition that the political majority can be tyrannical over the minority

a. Liberty is the democratic government with protection for minorities

4. Threat of social tyranny: the tyranny of prevailing opinion and feeling

a. Oppressive, soul-enslaving customs and prejudices 

b. Liberty is individual spontaneity

John Stewart Mill’s Question

· When is it legitimate to interfere in people’s lives?

· Mill rejects appeals to custom tradition or popular morality

· He seeks a principal answer

· ( the liberty principle

· “The only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilized community, against his will, is to prevent harm to others.”

· A person’s freedom to act may be limited only if she or he threatens to harm another person ( radical principle

· But liberty is valuable only for civilized societies, capable of moral progress

Trudeau on Homosexuality ( 1968, Justice Minister of Canada

· “The view we take here is that there is no place for the state in the bedrooms of the nation.”

Against Paternalism

· Paternalism: Coercing people to change their behavior FOR THEIR OWN GOOD

· Paternalists want to protect people from themselves

· Ex: seatbelt legislation
Against Censorship

· Mills defends complete freedom of though and discussion

· It is never justifiable to silence the expression of an opinion, whether it is true or false

Response: can’t we suppress, harmful, or false views?

· Mills – how can we know they’re false?

· Many certainties have turned out to be false

· To censor without testing it is to assume infallibility

Is it always better to know the truth?

· Some knowledge can be harmful (weapons)

· Knowledge can lead to the dissolution of society (atheism?)

· Dostoevsky: “Necessary Illusions”

Can’t we suppress opinions that aren’t useful?

· How can we know whether it is useful or not?

· Do we know that atheism will destroy society?

Another reason not to censor false views

· False views can function as a challenge (e.g. creationism)

· Dead dogma versus living truth

· Enables believers of the truth to defend themselves

When expression should be limited

· It’s always wrong to censor a view

· But it is legitimate to restrict the expression if it is likely to directly instigate harm to others

But what does Harm Mean?

· Distinction between offensive actions and actions that cause harm

· To harm someone is to damage their interests

True or false

· According to John Stuart Mill, harming another’s interests is sufficient to justify constraint 

· ( false

Harming others interests not sufficient to justify constraint

· Its sometimes legitimate to allow people to harm others interests

· Ex. Competitive exams, job competition

· Why is this okay? UTILITARIAN BENEFITS
Why limit individual liberty?

· The action in question harms interests that out to be considered as rights

· Not all interests should be considered as rights

· Which rights do we have?

Why do we have rights? 3 prominent answers:


· self-evident – we do not need to argue for them

· Customs and conventions

· Recognizing then maximizing utility

Indirect Utilitarianism revealed

· Choose the system of rights that maximized utility of happiness

· Can justify a set of rights to liberty, security and property

· Ex. Free thought, truth, utility 

Does the liberty principle really maximize utility?

· Couldn’t we sometimes produce more happiness by intervening for a person’s own good

· A utilitarian theory of rights need not be a liberal theory

The permanent interests of a man a being a progressing being

· This idea is crucial for understanding Mill’s view

· Human beings are capable of progress: they can benefit from experience

Why liberty, on balance, promotes happiness

1. Individuals generally know best what will make them happy

2. Making choice exercises out distinctively human capacities 

3. “experiments of living” as experiments be followed

Individuality

· Form out though and character freely and reflectively 

· Make our plan of life out own

Why is liberty valuable

· Maybe it is intrinsically valuable: comparable to enjoyment

· But many people dread freedom

· For Mill, liberty is necessary for individual self-realization

Mill on Public Indecency

· Sex in public is offence, but may not harm others

· These acts may be restricted because they are offences against democracy

· Why then does Mill not restrict public pork-eating that offends Muslims?

Communitarian

· Liberals wrongly see individuals as isolated atoms

· Liberals incorrectly think we can detach ourselves from current social practices 

· Self discovery

Liberal reply to Communitarians

· We are not isolated atoms ( out sense of ourselves come from society

· But we can question received views, even if we cannot question all at the same time

Citizenship

· Common sets of rights and duties

· Civil, political, and economic rights

· Expansion of the class of citizens

Multiculturalism 

· Cultural diversity of modern societies 

· Challenge the idea of “Normal Citizen”

· Reject exclusion, assimilation, marginalization and silencing

· Reject minority exclusion

· Assimilation: forcing compliance with majority norms and practices

· Marginalization: forcing indigenous peoples on to reserves

· Silencing: institutionalizing the disabled or the gays

· Demand for a more inclusive understanding of citizenship

· Recognize plurality of identities

· Accommodate differences 

Problems of Multiculturalism

· Exemptions? Are they justified

Karl Marx – Money

· Money changes everything

· It transforms human relations

· Money is the “Universal Whore”

· Money talk debases our language

· “In actual history, it is a notorious fact that conquest, enslavement, robbery, murder, in short, force, play the greatest part” – Karl Marx, on the true foundation of private property

The Problem of Distributive Justice

· Who should get what?

· What should be distributed

· Money? Opportunities? Rights?

What are property rights?

· Owners of resources have limited rights to determine what to do with them

· Objects, land, buildings, factories

· Cluster of rights: possess (exclude others), use, sell, give away, and destroy

What justifies a system of Property Rights?

· Utility?

· Natural Rights?

· Freedom?

· Equality?

Utilitarianism

· Choose the distribution that maximizes well-being

· Impartially: Equal concern

· Diminishing marginal utility: EQUALITY

· Incentives: Inequality 

Nozick’s Libertarianism

· Basic rights include the right to private property

· Entails free-market capitalism with a minimal state

· Forced redistribution is illegitimate

· “Taxation is on a par with slavery”

John Rawls’s Liberal Egalitarianism

· Unrestricted free market generate unacceptable inequalities

· Commitment to freedom means equal freedoms for all

· Redistribution can equalize freedoms

The Income Parade

· How is the income distributed?

· Income translated into height (less than average income

· From negative height to 50 miles

· The Wealth Parade: More Inequality  ( few cm to hundreds of miles

Inequality: Some statistics

Canada -  55 billionaires = bottom 15 million Top 5 families = $45 billion (Thomas, Irving, Weston, Pattison, Rogers)

USA - Collective net worth of richest 1% (1.5 trillion) is larger than Canada’s GDP

Income Parade 2008

· Mike Lazaridis 51 million = 2.5Km/Tiger Woods 100 million = 4.5 Km/John Paulson 3.7 Billion = 175 Km

· Richest 5% = 1/3 of global income

· Poorest 80% = 1/3 of global income

· 1.4 Billion people live on less than $1.25 per day

Rousseau on Private Property

· The true founder civil society 

· Fruits of the Earth belong to all

· The earth itself belongs to none

Right to Private Property

Nozick: three parts of a theory

1. Initial acquisition

2. Transfer 

3. Rectification 

What Justifies excluding others? ( Locke: How ownership originates

The Argument from Survival

· Fundamental law of nature

· Property in whatever we need to survive: fruits and nuts

· First Proviso: Non-wastage

· Second Proviso: Enough and as good

Problem with Survival Argument

1. Doesn’t generate property rights in land, machinery and capital

2. Doesn’t explain how we come to own things

The Labor-mixing Argument

1. Individuals own themselves and their labor

2. Property arises through mixing ones labor with unowned nature

Problems with the Labor-mixing Argument

1. Seems unfair to those unable to work

2. Mixing doesn’t atomically generate ownership 

a. Nozick’s can of tomato juice

The Value-added Argument

· Labor adds value to nature

· Adding value generates ownerships rights

· Objection: doesn’t justify property in what was already there\

The Argument from Desert

· Those who work productively, DESERVE to enjoy the fruits of their labor

· Problem: seems unfair to those who can’t work. And, at best, justify only value added

Upshot of Locke’s Argument

· Difficult to justify an account of initial acquisition of property

· Focus on the market system in which private property plays a crucial rule

A Pure Capitalistic Free Market

· Private property rights

· Production for Profit

· Distribution by voluntary exchange

· Free competition

A Modified Free Market

· Some state-owned enterprises

· Some voluntary distribution (charity)

· Sales of some goods prohibited 

· Some state-enforces monopolies

A planned economy

· State owns all major property

· Production for needs, not for profits

· Distribution by central allocation

· State controls what gets produced

AREN’T MARKETS IRRATIONAL?

Hayek on Market Efficiency

· Markets convey information

· Prices signal; shortages and surplus

· Profit provides incentives to produce

· Markets satisfy peoples wants

Market Failure

· Markets, by themselves, don’t always function efficiently

· Some goods have externalities

· Cost of producing some goods is externalized

Negative Externalities

· Costs nothing to consumer, who would rather not have them (e.g. pollution)

· Free markets oversupply them

· Cheaper to make others pay the costs

Positive Externalities

· cost nothing to consumer, who wants them
· Public Goods: If provided (benefit all
· Free markets undersupply them

· Incentive to Free Ride

John Rawl’s

Rawls: Some Key Ideas

· Choosing principles of justice

· Basic structure of society

· Original position and veil of ignorance

· Impartially: “Justice as Fairness”

Hypothetical Social Contract

· Initial hypothetical choice situation

· The original position (OP) models equality of concern

· What principles of distributive would be chosen there?

People in Original Position (POP’s)) must be impartial 

· Veil of ignorance rules out bias

· Cant benefit myself at the expense of others

· Don’t know intelligence, sexual orientation, sex, race, social status, etc

What POP’s Know

· They are the circumstances of justices

· They are moderately self-interested

· Between scarcity and abundance 

· They have a sense of justice

· They have a conception of the good

· Thing theory of the Good: They want primary goods

Constraints on Choosing

· Physical constraints

· Logical constraints

· Formal Constraints 

· Publicity (known by all)

· Finality (can’t ignore contract after it is made)

How would POP’s Choose?

· Which decision-rule would they use?

· Maximax? Utility Maximaxication? NO(high risk

· Utility Maximization? Disadvantage of minority)

· Maximin? YES (Maximize the minimum (more primary goods,(better after than sorry

What Principles would be chose by POP’s?

· Principle of greatest equal liberties

· Principle of fair equality of opportunity

· Basic civil freedoms guaranteed

· Difference Principle ( social and economical qualities are fine, if the worst off have the maximum benefits

Why choose the greatest Equal Liberties?

· Veil of ignorance makes it irrational to discriminate against anyone
· Maximize your share of primary goods,

· The more basic freedoms, the better?

Why choose the Difference Principle

· Maximin is the rational choice ( you may be poor

· Finality and Risk Aversion

· Problem: Maximization with a floor seems more desirable that DP

An Intuitive Argument

· Prevailing View: Equal Opportunity

· Choices and Circumstances

· Correct for inequalities in social circumstances and natural talents
Rawls Summary

· Morally arbitrary differences(social and natural(should benefit the socially and naturally unlucky

· Injustice is inequality that doesn’t benefit all

· Legitimate inequalities benefit the worst off group

Kymlica’s Two Objections
· Rawls is correct to accept the choice-circumstance distinction, so…

· Compensate for the natural disadvantage

· Don’t subsidize choices

