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Society – describes the structure of our social world
Culture – describes a societies contents
Societies structure exist outside of the members in it. Although membership is always changing th structure within it stays basically the same

Relations of Power
Power – the power of an individual or group to carry out its will even when opposed by others
Proximal Relations of Power – relations of power that exist between individuals within social groups
Distal Relations of Power – relations of power that exist in society as a whole rather than within personal social relations

Sociological Imagination – ability to go beyond the personal issues we all experience and connect them to broader social structures

The major Sociological Framework
Order theories – theories that ultimately support the current arrangements of power within a society
Change Theories – theories that critique the current distribtution of power and focus on how societies change
Biological Determinism – any theoretical explanation of human behavior that focuses on biological or genetic bases for that behavior
Functionalism – a sociological framework that saw society as an organism with a number of interrelated and necessary elements

Macrosociology – the branch of sociology that primarily examines societies as a whole with analysis focusing on large scale and long term social processes
Microsociology – the branch of sociology that examines primarily individual and small group behavior with analysis focusing on individual perception and communiations

RIOTS

The causes of the Stanley Cup riots
1. They were influenced by the violence of the sport, copying what they had seen and enjoyed on the ice. 
· Violent masculinity – this is shown in the subculture of hockey.
“being a man” – the willingness and ability to commit acts of violence
Other sports that have this type of masculinity tend to cause violence as well.
2. the police believe that the riot was not caused by hockey fans, but another subculture known as rioters and anarchists. – believed they took advantage of the peaceful riots as cover for their violent tactics
· This explanation allows the government to have an easy way to keep their reputations. 
· However, in the Stanley cup finals, most of the rioters were not wearing black but rather the colours of the COnucks showing this may not have been fully (or at all) the blame of anarchists. 
3. Most of the main stream media coverage ignored that most of the rioters where young people. 
Young people feel isolated so they use subcultures such as hockey to no longer feel lonely, and are willing to do anything to feel part of subculture. This is caused because they don’t have a subculture that is their own where they feel accepted. Because of this isolation we are attracted to false or fabricated subculture groups 
are fuelled by our desperate need for solidarity, especially among young people. We are desperate to have a feeling of conectedness

The subculture of hockey
· “being a man” – the willingness and ability to commit acts of violence
· violence becomes the central identity for young men this is called
·  “violent masculinity”

Anarchists Subcultures
· organization of thugs, professional rioters and anarchists known as the Black Bloc

Anomie
· produced by
· social isolations
· disconnectedness from one;s community
· lack of shared social norms/values
· chasm between hopes, dreams and expectations, 
· social and economic reality social groups encounter
· it is more prevelant in young people
· not necessarily caused by poverty
· It is manifested in despair and feelings of hopelessness but also rage. 
Promises of Anomie
· It is no longer true that going to university is a straight road to middle class. 
· Students are opitimistic – mass media showing hard working people being successful
· Large disconnect between the promises society makes and reality – cause of anomie
· Students can expect
· a lot of uncertainty
· Employment that they are overqualified for
· Unpaid internships
· Long periods of unemployment
· Student debt

Emily Durkheim

Organic Analogy – human society’s are comparable to human organisms where each instution performs a vital function for the whole society
Durkheim’s method promotes order, status quo, consensus on dominant values, norms, way of life

Dreyfus Affair
· Alfred Dreyfus was convicted of selling state secrets to the Germans. – however many believed that he was framed
· Durkheim, joined public support for Dreyfus. He believed Dreyfus should have the basic human rights
· The French did not feel as strong as the Germans.
· Durkheim believed strongly in democracy, liberty, and the rights of man. 
· He wanted the French to be more united through democracy and education which would produce moral responsible citizens 

Suicide

· George Beard reasoned that it was because of Neurasthenia
· Neurasthenia -  frayed nerves, increased anxiety, fatigue, depression
· It was argued that neurasthenia led to mental exhaustion which then made suicide attempts more likely
· Causes of neurasthenia
1. increase in steam power
2. rise if the telegraph
3. expansion of scientific knowledge
4. rise of periodical press
5. increased mental activity of woman

Durkhiems Theory on Suicide
Did not use biological or psychological causes but based his theory on statistics and differences in rates of suicide between groups
Findings
· Men commit suicide more than women
· Unmarried men more than married
· Protestants more than Catholics
Where divorce forbidden, women commit suicide more often than the average rate
Where divorce permissible, men commit suicide more often than the average rate
Durkheim argued this was because men had stronger innate passions than women
Reality: women more likely to be in abusive relationships and divorce provides escape
· each group had different amounts of suicide depending on the groups the people come from. 

4 types of suicide
1. Egoistic Suicide
· Not strongly attached to the collective rules and ideals of society
· No strong attachment to social group
· Retreat from social interaction
· Focus on own misery
· Existential crises: question every aspect of their own existence
· Example: Academics
2. Altruistic Suicide
· Believe too strongly in collective rules and ideals of their society
· Unable to distinguish their own needs and interests
· Social context of little personal autonomy
· Example: religious extremists, military
3. Anomic Suicide
· Society’s regulation of individuals’ impulses passions is too weak
· Insufficient social limits imposed on people’s wants and desires
· Market Society: regulation mostly economic, so people who experience sharp increase or decrease in wealth would be vulnerable
4. Fatalistic Suicide
· Individuals are over-regulated and too extensively controlled by society or the state
· To little freedom, autonomy, and liberty
· Example: people living under despotic regimes

Suicide Today
· Suicide ranks as second highest cause of death in Canada
· Reasons
· Young people less firmly rotted in society
· Less likely to share belief in the ideals, values, and norms of mainstream culture
· Underemployment – leads to insufficient moral regulation

Social Solidarity
· refers to which individuals are attached to the collective rules and ideals of their society
· refers to which individuals’ passions are regulated by society’s rules

Instincts

Instinct – inborn complex pattern of behaviour that must normally exist in every member of the species and because it is embedded in the genetic code, cannot be overcome by force of will. 
The French Revolution Principles
· liberty
· equality
· fraternity
· ideal that all men are born equal

Theory: Blank Slates – believed that the inequalities were do to the different and unequal opportunity,  experience, upbringing, and education. Not their genes. 
· Universal education could create more equality 
· This could implant morality in children and teach them to use it wisely
· The teacher could write norms and morals right onto the children
· The ‘empty slate’ was seen to be a childs mind being able to absorb things that were taught to them

Feral Children – a child who has been severely isolated, confined, or abandoned
· Lack the ability to speak or laugh, and had no sexual orientation
· The isolation causes severe developmental issues for the child as a result of abnormal socialization

The French used feral Children to prove their theory
· Victor was the first one to study their theory. He was found in the woods naked, looking for roots
· Jean Itard – physician and surgeon who conducted learning experiments on Victor
· The feral child did not seem to be a lack of intelligence and nobility of feral children
· They found their theory was wrong and led to extensive revision of the theory

Humans are devoid of instincts – people often confuse reflex with instinct
Reflexes – baby reflexes disappear or are replaced by conscious action within the first few months. 
Insticts must fulfill 4 requirements
1. must be relatively complex behaviour
2. must be unlearned, innate, and genetically transmitted
3. must be species wide and invariant
4. must manifest itself in full complexity the first time the stimulus is given
· If you could avoid instincts, then they cannot truly be instincts. It is self refuting. If it is not an instinct if it can suppressed. 
· Humans are of the animal world, but unique within it. We have the need for hunger and rest, but to live in a social setting humans have had to learn to control these basic urges. 

Charles Horton Cooley and “self-fulfilling prophecies”
· “looking glass self” – we develop a self-concept of ourselves by reading and interpreting other peoples reactions to us and our behavior
· our self-concept is a social phenomenon; it is shaped by our relationships with other people and our interacrions with them
· Positive reactions – from people we respect leads to pride and feelings of competence
· Interpreting Negative Interactions from figured of authority leads to mortification and humiliation
· people behave on the basis of their socially formed identity,
· positive or negative self concept is reinforced by evaluations of them by others
stereotypes – rigid, oversimplified, and often inaccurate models of the character and expected behavior of a perceived group or category of persons. 
· Self-fulfilling prophecies – teachers treat students as inherently less smart and less capable. These students make a ‘mortified image of themselves as less intelligent and less capable students and start acting on these beliefs. they will start seeing themselves like this and will start acting on the stereotype the teacher has placed on them by not doing homework or concentrating. This will then start to identify the student. 

George Hebert Mead and “The Self”
People are able to read what other’s think of us through our imagination
4 stages of  ‘the self’
1. Initiation – kids immitage parents
2. Role-play – children play simple games
3. Complex games – example sports
4. Generalized other – awareness and ability to manage societies diverse expectations of us
‘The Self” – the ideas and attitudes you hold about who you are as a unique individual
                   = sum of all those attributes, characteristics, tendencies, and features which define a person as unique individual
· we are not born with it
· it is not static 
· Today Young people are less bound by social culture and have more freedom to choose subcultures that let them have their own rules and regulations. This can cause a lack of a moral compass and they have to negotiate a much more complicated landscape. 
Primary Agents of Socialization: shape a child’s early experiences, e.g. institutions like the family 
Secondary Agents of Socialization: peer groups, schools, and the mass media begin to exert greater influence over young people and their sense of self as they grow older
Human behaviour are the result of complex interplay of biological elements and social learning


Modern Theory of Socialization

Socialization – process by which we learn our culture, its norms and values, the roles we must perform and how we are to perform
1. Humans need emotional attachment and human interaction to learn from and I order to unlock their natural potential
2. Critical period – the time between birth and the age of 5. If a child has not learned to speak the brain will reorganize itself in ways that make learning language very difficult
· Genie was shackled to her bed or a toilet, given baby food, and had no communication with her parents. She was found at the age of 13. Genie was used to study the extent to which language is learned or innate. 
· The ability to learn language is inherent and part of our brain. Therefore we are not “blank slates”. They found that a child must be spoken too by someone they have an emotional bond with or this section of the brain will slowly close off and become dormant
3. Socialization is a complicated and active process
· Innate potential can be realised when people actively participate
· We learn by observing, interacting with and imitating people
Two Dimensions
1. active entering and disengagement with social roles
2. developing an awareness and sense of oneself – building an identity

The Construction of Childhood

Childhood is an idea or concept which is shaped by social, economic, and political circumstances 
· Childhood is an idea with great pracitical significance because it is used to control and justify the control of young people
· In Europe in 1600 and 1700, the low life expectancy made adults expect kids to grow quickly and contribute to the household income. 
· conceptions of childhood are based on needs and social uses. 
· In the 1700 the lives of boys in wealthy families began to change; youth is reinvented. Boys were allowed to play and go to school and have physical activities. 
· Technological development
· Social and economic changes
· However, girls were still seen as little women who were expected to mature much faster then boys. 
· Childhood is now understood as prolonged period in which young people do not engage in adult behaviours

Material Factors Behind the Rise of Childhood
1. Capital investment, technology, steam power replaced human work as key factors in material production
2. Increased social mobility – demand for flexible and analytical skills pushed for education
3. Life expectancy and quality of life rise

Schools as Tools of Socialization
Social Reproduction – designed to reproduce society by socializing young people in the values, beliefs, attitudes, behaviors, and ways of life – they are agents of socialization

They teach children
· How to socialize
· what constitutes hard work
· behaviours
· ways of life
1. Work ethic
2. Obedience to Authority

Historic Role of University Education
University was about socializing the next generation of the ruling class. Almost everyone who applied were accepted and most were son of alumni
However, around the first world war, the ideas university began to change.

Theory One: Meritocracy -  a society ruled or governed by those people who are the most intelligent, ambitious, hard working, credentialed and qualified
· A mechanism to sort out more intelligent persons from less intelegent persons.
· University education is a precious social resource which should be spent on the most deserving.
· Social Vision: create a meritocracy 
· Grades should be subjective and earned

Theory Two: Democracy
· People argued that these institutions were increasing inequalities. 
· Social Vision: democracy – should be open to all who want it 
· There should be work to include other races, religions, and sex. They should also be open to people who learn differently. 
· University aught to be designed to teach people the knowledge and skills necessary to be an engaged and responsible citizen
· University should be open to all. Socialization should be more focused. 
· They worried about drop out rates. They care deeply about what students actually learn. 

Theory Three: Instrumental
· Work is being more technical and high-tech so believe university should prepare for competnecne in a specific line of work
· However university seems to be less tangible. Such as brands, and 
· It is often driven by parents. 
· There is now more specialized trainings. 
· Employers are expecting specialized classes as well as working experience, which has caused an increase in CO-Op. 
· Students motivation tends to be more utilitarian. Most students seem to be taking more business and science based courses and less Arts courses.
· Problem: students are likely to have to make their own jobs and careers and to switch careers many times over the course of their working lives and, therefore, they may need a much more broad-based education, self-directed learning, ability to think creatively

Two Positions on Childhood
1. Childhood and adolescence are expanding into and taking over young adulthood. Young people are spending more time in childhood and try to stay away from adult responsibilities.
Evidence: more then twice as many Canadians between the ages of 25 and 34 live at home with parents.
Why:
· Poor economic conditions
· official unemployment is 7.3%
· ‘real’ unemployment closer to 20%
· rising tuition, soaring student debt
· Hyper or Over parenting
· Definition - organizing too much of the child’s leisure time & extracurricular activities
· Insufficient freedom for these children to make their own decisions, take risks, discovers interests. 
· Without stimulation from self-driven exploration the child’s innate human potential the formation of self-identity may be delayed. 
· The parent’s identity has become too raped up in the child’s identity and success. This inherently causes the child development problems. 
2. Childhood and adolescence are disappearing
Young people are now expected and required to be consumers, to work parttime, to handle domestic chores, with less adult supervision.  
Three key trends
1. Mass media and an agent of socialization
· main social function of children is now less to develop but consume, and to initiate and control the purchases of their parents
· toy production increased – many believe toys are good for ‘healthy development’
· “Infantilizaton” of Chirstmas – Christmas was redifened for and about children. 
· The child as a consumer
2. Rise of Adult Obligations 
· young people spend less time socializing with friends but are working
· children are expected to contribute to rising consumption by holding down paid work in the lower rungs of the service-sector
· Parents increased time in work means that many young people have to spend more time taking care of themselves and younger siblings. This is especially true for working class and a large part of middle class.
3. Decline of Direct Adult Supervision
· Paid labour rises and inflation has caused adults to work more decreasing tbe amount of time available to their kids


Culture of Capitalism

Culture – culture is the way of life of a particular people, period, place, or group, or the way of life of humanity in general. Culture is essebtially the complete way of life shared by people, including both the material and non-material elements.

Capitalism – an economic system in which all production is subordinate to the imperatives of the market

Canadians tend to have a much harder time of defining their culture. It is often believed that this is because Canada is such a multicultural country. It is also very regionalized. Canada does have a culture, but they are elusive because we look for them in the wrong place. Culture is seen to be a foreign thing in Canada. This is called Spacial displacement of culture.
· Culture is exotic, foreign, unfamiliar
· It is somewhere else
· Canadians travel to find “authentic culture”

4 Key Features of Culture
1. culture is learned rather than being the realization of inherited biological traits.
2. Culture is rooted in symbols - physical, vocal, or gestural signs that have arbitrary, socially learned meanings attached. The most important is language
3. Culture is shared: the expression of many individuals, past and present, rather than the behaviour of any one individual
4. Integrated into a coherent hole

Human language differs from non-human signs in 4 main ways
1. Arbitrary – the relationship between the symbols and the language is random
2. Semantic – it is rule- bound
3. Generative – endlessly manipulated to create new meanings 
4. Displacement – language transcends our particular time and place


Capitalist Culture
Capitalistic Society – capitalism is not only an economic system, it has changed the government, 
Philosophy – the various approach to how culture is looked at 

Marvin Harris
· he argued that the materialist approach to culture could avoid ethnocentrism
· ethnocentrism – judging other cultures as inferior based our own cultural standards or failing to appreciate different cultures on their own terms

Materialist Philosophy
Marx’s “materialist philosophy” - “It is not the consciousness of men that determines their being, but, on the contrary, their social being that determines their consciousness.” – Marx, Capital
2 assumptions of Materialism
1. humans are unique in that they produce needs and wants
2. social existence determines consciousness
It is peoples conditions that determine their culture

Mode Of Production
1. “forces of production” – ex. Technology, skills, raw materials
2. relations of production – ex. The class system and the forms of social organization
Changes in the forces of production changes the relations of production and the other way around. 
Base - forces + relations = mode of production

Capitalist Mode of Production
1. forces of production are privately owned by individuals
2. social relationships built on money – workers are paid wages
3. goods are not the property of the labourers – property of the people who own the means of production
4. forces of production are concentrated in fewer and fewer hands
5. the monopoly of big corporations can decrease wages and intensify exploitation
Under this system in theory, the middle classes will slowly become extinct and becoming a mass amount of working labourers and a few extremely rich individuals. 

Subsistence production - access to land on which to grow their own food and to produce small surplus for exchange
Key differences between capitalism and subsistence 
· capitalism is not organized around “use value” but “exchange value” 
· What matters is the money – or the price – that a good can be exchanged for in the market 
· Cycle of production depends on this exchange for money 
· Goods have to have “exchange value” to be produced

Capital - means investments in land, machines, computers, factories, etc
· Capitalists are primarily concerned with the rate of profit – that is, the amount of return they get on their initial investment

Why reinvest Surplus?
· Larger investment,  larger and more secure returns
· “economies of scale”
· Most corporations are loaded down with debt and need to pay back initial investment, with interest

Labour-intensive industries 
· most people work in this sector
· To survive and thrive they need to prudce brand recognition and control the cost of imputs, which in is the labour input. 
Surplus value of labour = the difference between the increase in value during the process of manufacturing – wages paid
Marxism characterises surplus value extractiosn as “exploitation” 

Oligopoly – when 5 or less corporations have more then 50% of the market
Concentration – more and more capital is owned by fewer and fewer capitalist enterprise
Centralization - capitalist economic system has spread to every corner of the globe, but control over capital is increasingly centred in a small number of financial hubs

Crises of “Over accumulation”
· Capitalism is crisis prone
· caused by an absence of profitable “circuits” of investment or a glut of goods ( more than can be sold or consumed) in the marketplace  
· financial crisis is caused by over production
It can be resolved by
1. creative destruction - war (ie destruction of surplus capital), bankruptcies and devaluations.
2. Spatial Fix - surplus capital can be fixed in space, ex. Infrastructure investment, roads, bridges.
3. Time
4. Speeding up the pace of capital accumulation through “planned obsolescence” and/or producing “ephemeral” (short-lived goods)

The culture of capitalism in North America
· To realize profit and grow, capitalists must increase consumption
· Build brands
· It exists in the mind, popular imagination
· Economy in NA has changed from exchange value to true value
· True value – value based on brand and bramd association


Max Weber
· Critical of Marxisms “economic determinist”
· He had a strong influence on sociologys Chicago School, symbolic interactionism, Goffman 
· He participated in many drunk fights and participated many duels.
· During the 1950’s the duelling culture in universities was a huge thing in Germany. 
· He was influenced by his mother devout Catholicism, his father who was a successful merchant, and his fathers death when he sunk into a deep depression
· tried to balance his ideas between ideas/culture and capitalism

the entrepreneurial class tended to be overwhelmingly protestant while the working class was Catholicism. 
· Material success was one of the ways for Protestants to prove that they were the ones that were one of the chosen to go to heaven. This caused them to be motivated to build and earn more. They invested in their education of their sons and daughters
“the calling” - as a strong urge or compulsion to follow a particular line of work or type of career
· Typically think of a calling as a line of work that we were made to or destined to do  
· Not doing work is characterized as laziness
· Work and morality is extremely linked and why unemployment has such a high psychological problems. 
The protestant belief became a secular belief system, which justifies pursuit of and accumulation of wealth.

Subcultures and the Invention of Cool

Subculture – a social group distinguishable from mainstream culture by its non-normative values, beliefs, systems, symbols, activities, and often music
Social ecology – the focus on the urban surroundings in which subcultures (and gangs) emerge

Counter Culture to Subcultures
· 1960’s unique period of rebellion
· Started out because of the war and supported an ethic of pursuits of happiness and pleasuring. This was against the motives of the accumulation for wealth.
· They changed the culture:
· Acceptance of culture and religious diversity
· The problem of racial and sexual abuse
· War is much harder to start
· It made capitalism stronger. 
· Corporate America learned how to exploit youthful rebellion, hedonism, and hotions of ‘cool’ in order to generate more sales.
·  Consumers were complaining how the products were boring and predictable. The corporations taught them that goods could communicate their identity 


The Conquest of Cool
· concept of cool used to encourage feelings of dissatisfaction and disgust with the array of consumer products we currently possess
· New ideas about what is and isn’t cool are taken from the subcultures of the inner-city, from the working-class or the poor, and from ethnic or racial minorities
· These subcultures are not closely integrated into the mainstream because lack economic resources or face discrimination or both
· Therefore, these subcultures produce new and unique expressions of rebellion

Frank’s Perpetual Motion Machine
· poor or working class youth have enough distance from mainstream to channel their dissatisfaction into the construction of unique subcultures which ten to oppose or counter dominant culture
· This new image of cool is then used to increase dissatisfaction and encourage more consumption
· Subcultures are most often surrounded by consumption and some kind of good. Ex. Music, clothing

3 Elements of Cool
1. composure, confidence, self-regard or self-assuredness
· orginated in Africa. Cool gradually came to mean sustaining ones’ dignity in the face of pressure, cruelty, and injustice.
2. Ironic detachment: displaying an attitude of indifference
· distancing yourself from authority rather than directly confronting them
· its about poking fun at authority 
3. Hedonism – pleasure seeking
· manifested in binge drinking
· having pleasure now without thinking of the future consequence

(Sub)culture as a form of freedom and constraint
1. subcultures provide young people with a way of defending themselves
2. subcultures provide an outlet of expressing their hopes
3. however the idea of cool which dominates our subculture is nihilistic
· sentiment that there is nothing greater then ones own self
· idea of cool is individualistic
· not being engaged and working for aggressive change
· cool subcultures can be hard on communities, families, and intimate relationships

Symbolic Interactionism - Routines, habits, actions in peoples every day lives that create social groups and societies.
· Inspired by the essays by max weber. 
· Early symbolic interactionism is often called the “Chicago school” because most studies where done in or around Chicago. 

The Chicago School
· Argued that the way to understand social groups is to infiltrate them, talk to people, observe their everyday actions
· The studies were done by infiltrating the groups, and living with them. To try and understand the different patterns of it. 
· They focused on Urban Life
· Specific focus on the subcultures of immigrant and ethnic communities, female escorts, jazz musicians, the subcultures of drug users, gangs, criminal organizations  
· The Chicago school formed in the 1930s after the world war, giving birth to a wide range of social movement. 
· Enjoyed considerable political influence, especially in the United States
· Almost exclusively founded by Protestant sects and churches
· Criticized the “erosion” and “corruption” of traditional Protestant values as a result of the rapid changes brought on by urbanization and the industrial revolution
· Reforms designed to counter “corrosive effects” of urban life and industrialization on families
· They did revolve around better working conditions, a family wage for working men, and progress towards equal rights for women 
The Chicago school said they were for neutrality, yet did almost all of their studies on the poor, the young and the racially/ethnically marginalized which gave readers the impression that only young, poor working class, non-white people create subcultures
Problems with Reforms
1. “blaming the victim”
· The poverty of the working class was based on alcoholism, lack of self-control, and frivolous spending. 
· This ignored the logicial connection between alcoholism and depression, despair, frightening and dangerous work. 
2. Crude medico-psychological arguments 
· Inherited mental defects blamed for criminal or delinquent behaviour
· Circular: People commit crimes because they have the criminality gene; we know they have this criminality gene because they have committed a crime
3. Strong Xenophobic tendencies
· Fear of outsiders, foreigners, and therefore targeted all groups who behaved in ways not consistent with the norms and values of upper-middle class, white, Protestant, Anglo-Saxons
· Targeted poor and working poor, immigrant communities, African American and Asian community
· This made for toxic and ugly politics 

Chicago School Theory and Practice
· The Chicago school spent a lot less time judging, but hanging out with. 
· They found that these different subcultures made common sense with the social conditions that they had to live in.
· Theory: Ecological Thesis - people joined gangs, jazz bands, used drugs in an attempt to cope with their social circumstances, 
· societies undergoing rapid economic and cultural changes which created “social disorganization”

Robert Merton’s “Strain Theory”
He believed subcultures taught people goals, values and ideals. These were sometimes the same or different from the social norms. They helped people develop and change society’s goals as a whole. 
1. Conformity Many people will follow the mainstream societies goals and values.  But there would always be people who have problems with the goals and the means of getting it.  
2. Ritualism: accepted the means, lived by the rules, go to work every day, but disagreed with the goals of conventional, mainstream society.
3. Innovators: there are criminals who agree with mainstream society’s values, the pursuit of wealth and possessions but lack acceptable means for achieving these ideals or for whatever reason decide to use means which are not socially acceptable.  
4. Retreatism: drop out, accepting neither society’s goals nor the accepted means and not seeking to change either
5. Rebellion: seek to change society’s values and the acceptable means

CCS – Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies
· Stuart Hall made this school and is considered the best cultural studies school. He is perhaps the most influential intellectual in Britain
· Birmingham England, where the school is situated, was once extremely prosperous, but in the 1960’s steep economic decline, high poverty and unemployment rates. 
· The centre studies the mods skinheads, rockers, punks, and football hooligans
· They argue that these subcultures are attempts at resistance. They are primarily composed of young men and they were fighting the feeling of economic depression and being trapped in a city of permanent decline. 

Social Class - a persons economic standing in a given society. It refers to their wealth, income, but also their economic opportunities. There are cultural and symbolic aspects of class
Symbolism of the middle class
1. university education - most important symbol of middle class existence
2. home ownership
3. mass media promotes cultural dominance of middle class values while mocking working class
4. economic foundation of working class identification has been eroded by deindustrialization

the working class thesis
· lacking working class job prospects, these young people poured their energy to cultivating elaborate styles
· these attempts were futile and only ‘symbolic’. These subcultures only showed who the working class poor kids are and that they will be staying in that class.
· Subcultures reinforced the economic oppression and social marginalization of working class youths 

Anti-school Subcultures
· Paul Willis found that tough working class kids negotiated schools demands by creating and forming counter-school subcultures
· Anti-school subcultures direct working class kids to the lower rungs of economic ladder. The kids understood their fate better than most of their teachers. 
· The anti-school subculture are a creative – and, ultimately, doomed – efforts at resistance
· Mannerisms, nods, glances, and all of the minor disruptions of the classroom and assemblies – are all about positioning oneself in collective resistance to authority
· Sense of Superiority: subculture of resistance provide marginalized youths with a way to feel better (i.e. liberated or more free) than there more privileged peers
· They demonstrated their superiority by going after woman
· Resistance largely channeled through the three great commodities of capitalism booze, smoking, and fashion. They then have to get these products by getting low-paying jobs that they are supposed to be fighting against and reinforces contempt for authority
· They showed their resistance by
a. fashion: tendency towards the extreme, maximize distraction and contrast with mainstream style
b. smoking: more important to be seen to smoke than to actually be a smoker, because of ongoing guerrilla war between school admin and “smokers” - rebellion
c. alcohol: like smoking, provides strong ties to traditional working class culture.  Entrance into informal networks of trades, craftsmen and skilled workers is found in the pubs 
d. laziness: managing school’s expectations, minimize work 

Skinheads
· , the music, style, and defensive posture of skinhead subcultures in Britain can be traced to Jamaican immigration to England
· Jamaican youth moved to the urban centres in Britain as the country de-industrialized and, on top of that, they faced racial discrimination
· To survive poverty and injustice, Jamaicans created “rude boy” subculture, with its defensive posture, powerful music, and distinctive style
· The symbolic resistance of the “rude boy” subculture of the Jamaican immigrants would later powerfully influence punk, metal, and skinheads 
· Skinhead subculture is reactionary subculture, a response to despair, hopelessness and an absence of viable economic opportunities
· Skinheads misunderstand and misdiagnose the economic forces, blame victims who are also suffering, and wind up trapped, frustrated, and marginalized

Social Interaction

Social Interaction – involves both verbal and none verbal communication. 
Sociologists tend to concentrate on 
1. how the medium shapes social interaction
2. nonverbal communication
We are much better at sensing what we say then we can control our non-verbal communication. Adults know they cant say what they mean when it goes against social norms and politeness. However people can be open books if you can read their body language.
Non-verbal communication is learned and not common throughout the world.
1. The language of the Eyes
i) Conscious use of the eyes to communicate, e.g. winks, squints, widening
ii) Tacit but learned use of the eyes to communicate, e.g. eye contact
iii)  Reflexive response of the eye which communicates messages outside of our conscious control, e.g. pupil dilation
The average urban WASP is comfortable eyeing people at 16-32 ft. once you get inside this territory there is a mutual avoidance of eye contact. 
If there is sustained eye contact can mean many different things. It can be used to assert power over someone and even being rude. However, it is rude not to greet a person with eye contact, they will appear aloof and unfriendly. 
Ekhard Hess studied the way the pupils of the eye will reflexively dilate when people are interested in or attracted to what they are looking at. Couples talk about first being attracted to their spouses eyes. 
2. Personal Space
territory people need depends on their culture. 
WASPS tend to operate with a large personal bubble
Communication about personal space occurs through nonverbal cues, body language and posture
We often don’t notice when someone has come into our personal space and we have taken defensive action. 

Structure of Social Interaction
1. Status – recognised social position – ex. Wife
Status set – individuals wil occupy a number of different status at any given point in their lives
Master status – the social position that defines your public identity
Two basic types of status 
a. Voluntary – a form of status that is achieved
b. Involuntary – a status that is ascribed

2. Norms – standards of conduct associated with each status
Norms connect each status to a spectrum of expected behaviour
Prescriptive:  norms that tell us what we should actually do in certain positions
Proscriptive: norms that tell us what not to do  

3. Roles – behaviours expected behaviour associated with a given status
In other words, the role is the actual performance of a given status
Role Conflict: when two or more statuses in an individuals status set place contradictory demands on them 
Double shift – even though woman are now expected to earn a considerable portion of the household income, they are still expected t do most of the work in the household. The different statuses conflict with each other.
Role Strain - when the roles you are supposed to perform for one status contradict each other.  

Patterns of interactions result in structures, which in turn structure future interaction

Erving Goffman
· He carefully documented seemingly mundane details of everyday life. He used journalism and private investigator. He was influenced by socialization and human interaction
· His method “dramaturgical”. He was concerned with how people act in public. 
· In the presence of others people must do 2 things
a. Define the situation and position the person we are interacting with in the social hierarchy
b. Control the other persons definition and their impression of us
· People will use past experience and knowledge to define interaction, position people. 
· Stereotypes – oversimplified generalizations applied to all members of a group often based on distorted facts, half-truths and even outright lies. 
· People who can effectively read others bodies language and control their own will be able to control the situation and how the other person will see them. 
· Verbal communication is deliberate and easy to manipulate.
·  Few possess the self-awareness required to totally control the impression given off.
·  Nonverbal cues betray reality of the situation. 


Basic framework of dramaturgical analysis
Back stage: where people are not engaged in “purposeful” social interaction
Front stage: scene of “public” social interaction
1. Setting: the scenery, furniture, décor,
2. Appearances
3. Manner
Impression management - People will use these three to cast themselves in the best light, as competent performer of the status they are occupying.

Disruptions and Social Interaction
Deceit: when a person’s verbal communication unintentionally fails to convey or openly contradicts the intended impression
Feigning: when the impression given off contradicts the impression of competence that the person is trying to convey

Stigma – a discrediting attribute or mark of disgrace that leads others to see you as untrustworthy, incompetent, or tainted
1. Discreditable – people with deviant characteristics they are able to hide
2. Discredited – either been revealed or are unable to conceal their stigma
Once a group is stigmatized it is easier to isolate groups. It becomes possible to blame stigmatized groups for all manner of problems. It is about victim-blaming. It allows the most powerful groups in society blames in against smaller groups. 
Stigma Typology
1. Physical abnormalities or physical disfigurement 
2. Individual character flaws such as drug addiction
3. Group affiliation or membership in a “tainted” group
Stigma management – the process of avoiding, conceding, or maximizing a stigmatized identity
Discreditable - people with characteristics and group memberships defined as deviant, but they are able to hide and conceal these potential sources of stigma 
Discredited – people who have either been revealed or are unable to hide their source of stigmatization
“Culture of Fear” – a society in which people regularly suffer a variety of worries emerging from media, moral entreprenuers, and political and religious leaders.

Social Interactions

State - an organized political structure which has slowly evolved in complex societies as their population & territory increased in scale & scope  
The key function of the state is maintaining the dominant social order. They are in charge of social control. 
In pre-capitalist societies the state was the ruling class, no meaningful distinction between state and ruling. 


Pluralist State Theory
Pluralism – a theoretical position that argues that power in capitalist societies is spread among a wide number of equally influential interest groups and societies, which guarantee that no one can dominate the others. 
· The most important function is mediation
· Every group of people have conflicting and competing interests. The state has a high degree of autonomy. 
· the  most important job of the state is to promote economic growth 
· They have recognized that corporations have more influence. They recognize that keeping corporations healthy means keeping the economy healthy.

Critical State Theory
· believes them to be much less autonomous. 
· The state seves the ruling class
· They are much more controlled by corporations then they wish to admit. 
· They emphasize importance of coercive role of the state in maintaining order. (ie uses of violence.
· The corporations can threaten the government which gives them more control. A president cannot think to win by alienating these people.
3 Elements of State
1. Repressive agencies – army, police, judiciary, etc
2. Government
3. State owned instituions and corporations

Function of the State
1. Accumulation function of the state
· State intervention is the smooth running of a capital system
· Capitalism is unstable and crisis prone
· States called on by industry crises
· State called to build those things that are necessary for production but not necessarily profitable. 
· State called on to build infrastructe of commerce
· State nust clean the externalities of industry
2. legitimating function of the state
· democratic system helps maintain social peace despite growing inequality
· states build legitimacy
· appearance of political economy – 1vote 1- person
· 
3. repressive function of the state
· coercive arm of the state serves the interest of the ruling class and corporations

Criminalization of State
· ‘anti-globalization’ protests led to writing of new “public safety”
· Bill rushed through Parliament after the 7/11
1. Target hardening 
2. Surveillance
3. Militirization of the policing protests and demonstration
Fascist outlaw unions, most civil liberties, and information. It was capitalisation under a police control.

Good V Evil – How did regular people do such evil in Holocaust?
· Germany was at the time considered to be the most modern country
· It was also Christian – the swastika is based on the Christian cross. Just a Christian cross made of axes. They replace the smooth edges with smooth black lines
· Nazi Germany promoted a new modern Germany.
· There are many similarities between Germany’s society and our current society. There is evil inherent in our own societies. 
· Ordinary German citizens helped with the extermination of an abstract category “Jewry” – they were not personally asked to kill Jews
· Jewish people were largely assimilated into the German population
· 44% of marriages were to people from non-Jewish families
· Social stigma was reinforced with laws requiring people to wear clothing and symbols  which further stigmatized them

Bureaucracy 
1. Large, impersonal organization that is comprised of many clearly defined positions which are arranged in a hierarchy
2. Employ a permanent, salaried staff of experts, whose expertise is supported by official credentials or documentation
3. Clearly defined goals, procedures, and rules which are strictly followed by its employees 
Problems
· Prioritizes the ‘means’ over the goals
· Hierarchy concentrates power in small numbers
· Complex division of labour means employees are ignorant of goals, deal only with abstract categories and simple tasks 
The nazi genocide was only able to accomplish what it did because it was bureaucratically organized. Most officials in the massive bureaucracy of the nazi regime were only expected ti do one small narrowly defined task.

Corporations - legal entities with basically the same rights as people under the law, as well as certain advantages individuals lack:
· Pay lower tax rate
· “limited liability protects shareholders from responsibility from their actions
In many ways that are treated like human beings under the law. 
The limited liability can cause problems with morals since owners don’t have to worry about their actions
Early Corporate Charters
· Early corporate charters recognize intrinsic amorality or “soulless” character of corporations
· Early corporate charters strictly limited the lifespan, power, and mandate of corporations
· Many were critical of “moral hazard” associated with limited liability

The Corporations Rise to Dominance
· Delaware and New Jersey let corporations exist indefinetly and a right to buy other businesses
· So as not to lose business other states relaxed their laws

They dominate political life in Canada. It is through sitting on boards of directors that the ruling class acts in Canada. It allows for the rule of the many by the few. 
Vertical integration – companies buy many companies that are interrelated. 
Interlocking directories – where people in one company board, is also part of boards of other big companies.
Economic power tends to be very small and dominate whole markets. These corporations belong to the same small directorates.  It takes the richest people in Canada, and makes them the ruling class. 

Max Weber – Empathetic Understanding
· Human behaviour is meaningful and intelligent
· Rationalization – the defining process shaping markets

4 ideal types of Social Action
1. Instrumental-Rational: action that is a means to a short-term, calculated, and self-interested goal 
2. Value Rational: action determined by a serious commitment or conscious belief in a high-order value such as justice, truth, or beauty
3. Affectual: action determined by feelings, passions, emotional or [psychological states
4. Traditional: action which is habitually performed because it has always been done that way

Power - the ability to exercise ones will over another person in spite of the possibility of resistance
Authority – legitimate exercise of power
Traditional Authority – inherited or divinely ordained sources of privilege
Charismatic Authority – inspirational sources of power, rooted in certain leader’s personality or characteristics. 
Rational Legal Authority – 
1. Complex specialization and division of tasks or functions
2. Power is arranged in an elaborate system of hierarchy with many levels of supervision and management
3. Code of rules and regulations which is strictly followed
4. Employees hold office on the basis of their expertise, which is supported by credentials or certification
5. There is a sharp distinction drawn between the personal and the official.  
6. Decisions made in a bureaucracy are based on the rational calculation of the optimal means to reach a given organizational end.  Often the end is itself greater efficiency...in other words, the end becomes the means...

Critique of Bureaucracy
· The rise of bureaucracy and infiltration of rational-legal forms of authority
· The expanded role that bureaucratic roles was science. It gives them a wide scope of power. It gave very little room to democratic means. 
· Marx’s communist system would lead to the role of bureaucracy
· It was an elaborate mena of stripping people of their humanity. 
· Main Critique: at its core an elaborate and tremendously effective means for stripping people of their autonomy and exercising power over their lives
Critique of Weber’s “ideal-typical” bureaucracy
1. He overesitimates the efficiency of them
1. Over estimates the extent to which superiors are able to determine the behaviour of their subordinates
1. Disorderly and chaotic
1. Employees are often not motivated

Corporations have these problems, not beauracracies. 

George Ritzer – 5 Elements of ‘McDonaldization’
1. Efficiency: imposing the optimal means for getting from one point to another. Probably the most important factor behind the appeal and spread of rationalization is efficiency. Mcdonalds does this by assembly lines, giving many people small tasks
2. Calculability “value for your money” food industry means emphasizing the portion size and cost rather than its taste or aesthetics
3. Predictability not a life altering experience. Conforming to expectations, reliability.
4. Control rationalization means exercising control not only over employees but also over your customer 
5. Irrationality of Rationalization: unintended effects of the system which work at cross-purposes with the started goals of efficiency calculability, predictability, and control, environmental deterioration

Social Inequality

Marx: Alienation and Capitalism
1. Human are fundamentally creative and social beings, who produce their own needs and wants
1. Work under capitalism alienates human beings from their own powers
1. He believed religion was like a drug used by leaders to gain power and control. A form of human alienation. They do not realise that they are written and found by humans. Humansown creations come to dominate them. Humans create god and then imaine that god made them. 


4 Features of Alienation under Capitalism
1. Workers are alienated form the products of their own labor
· Workers produce much greater surplus but they don’t own it
2. Workers are alienated from their own labor
· Work is just a means to the end: survival; devoid of meaning
· Sharp division created between “free time” and work
· We crave more of the free time and dread work
3. Competition in the labor market alienates workers from each other
· Capitalism doesn’t create race and ethnic-based divisions between workers
· capitalism exploits and reinforces these divisions between workers to increase competition and drive down the cost of labour
· We lose sight of what truly makes human labour distinct: cooperation
4. Workers are alienated from their species
· Language, consciousness, creativity and the ability to imagine a plan and execute in the material world which truly separates humans from other species
· When we are encouraged to turn our brains off and just get through the day, we lose our humanity

2 approaches to Social Inequality
1) Marxist Class Analysis
2) Social Stratification Theory
3) Most sociologists combine both
Socia stratification theory is much closer to our common sense notion of a “middle-class society”. 

Middle Class Society
· Most Canadians belive that they are part of the middle class.
· The overwhelming majority still believe they are part of the middle class even though the cost of living has gotten higher. 
· The category of middle class isn’t really a class at all. It really means that it’s a classless society, and means that class doesn’t matter in Canada. 

Status v. Class
Status – socially recognized positions that people hold or occupy in society
category of middle class isn’t really a class at all; middle class is a status
they are ascribed or acquired
1) Statuses are not all equal. They can be ranked and ordered in a hierarchy. 
2) They used to be largely ascribed or inherited
3) In pre capitalist society’s the hierarchy were obvious and fairly rigid. 
In capitalist society 2 and 3 don’t work in our society. The most important statuse are acquired.

Marxist Theory  of Class Structure
A persons class is their relationship to their means of production. Either they own the means of production or they don’t. 
1. Capitalist Class - own and controls the means of production
2. Working class – owns no prdocutive property whatsoever, so nust exchange work for wages 
3. The Petite Bourgeoisie – they own some productive property, but cannot entirely live off the labour of workers and must still work very hard on their business in order to survive. There is a continually shrinking space of this.
4.The lumpenproletariat – (the homeless or unemployed)

Class Consciousness - the understanding or comprehension people have of shared or common interests based on their shared material circumstances. 
 
 The golden age of American Capitalism
· Post-WW II: largest sustained global economic boom in the history of capitalism (1945-70) Dramatic rise in the material standard of living for an ever expanding number of families
· Labour peace: truce between labour unions, governments and wealthy corporations
· Government intervention to organize a smooth transition from the war to peace-time economy (e.g. credit expanded)
· Many households able to acquire goods that had historically been luxuries (e.g. Home ownership, automobiles)
· Economic production becomes more capital intensive - more opportunities opened up for educated professionals, engineers, scientists, technicians
They believed that a fully developed capitalist society would produce a constantly rising standard of living for an ever expanding number of families

Weber and Social Stratification
Social Stratification – referring to social inequalities. Strata means layers and leads us to conceive of inequalities in social positions
Inequality is far more complex and multidimensional
1. class: economy, ownership or non-ownership of productive power
2. Status: person’s life chances or opportunities and the cultural prestige attached to their occupation
3. Party: access to political power determined by socialization, tastes, manners, and membership or involvement in politics

Social Inequality
Social inequality is about differences. These differences are just; they reflect the work ethic, the skill of each of these strata. 
Theorisits don’t think inequality is a problem as long as the don’t interfere with the smartest people getting to the top.
They are not concerned with getting rid of inequality as long as the people on the top of the hierarchy are deserving of their position and used their power wisely.
Meritocracy – a social system in which the greatest rewards, power, and privilege go to those who possess the most talent, skill and ability or those who are willing to work the hardest and take the greatest risks.
It aims to justify social inequality based on two ideas
1. the most deserving the receiving the greatest rewards
2. social inequality is necessary and required to push people to strive towards excellence
It serves the work of all people. The idea s that inequality is good and fair and as long as there is opportunity to gain from their work. 

Sport and Meritocracy
· Elite sport is seen as an arena in which victory and rewards go to the most talented, skilled, and hardest working athletes as well as an arena in which the losing is not tolerated
· sports shows how working hard and doing the best they can we can accomplish anything. Professional sports is a perfect meritocracy.

Nationalism 
· Nations are imaginative communities. 
· It has been constructed step by step with rituals such as singing the anthem, sports, and Olympic  games. This causes imaginary ties and bonds with people we don’t know and will never know. 
· Nations are cultural constructs. They’ve been brought into place by both athors, artists as well as things like sports. 
· National identities can have very real effects on the lives of individuals as well as geopolitics. 
· Nationalism is unique in that it seems to originate in the midde class. 
· It erodes the differences of classes. 
· The middle class love it because it portrays their dreams. It means very little to the very poor and working class. 
· Professional athletes tend to be drawn from the poor or working class. The rise of sports is closely tied to the rise of the middle class. Sport is seen as necessary and good. The Olympic games are also a phenomenon of the middle class. 
· Middle class is seen as being male, white, heterosexual. In Canada, those who don’t fit this norm are placed under a tremendous pressure to conform and to pledge unequal allegiance to the nation 

Global food Crisis
in 2007 prices of 60 of the most important food commodities rise 34%
North Americans have yet to feel the effects because
1. we buy ‘value-added’ food
2. we soend between 10%-15% of household budget on food
3. stiff competition

Origins of the food crisis
1. oil prices – most important factor
2. increasing meat consumption, less efficient more expensive – food that could be given to ppl were given to animals. This drives up the prices and 
3. India and China now ‘net-importers’, formerly large exporters don’t produce enough food to meet own needs. 
4. Industrial development and urbanization destroy agriculture land
5. Financial crisis investr looked for tangible, saw risinh food prices, drove up inflation 
6. Severe droughts and flood
Mohammed Bouazizi was a food carter. He set himself on fire as a symbol of his fight against the corruption of the police and government. This caused a lot of protests in the country with lots of arrests. This caused massive shock in North Africa, and riots and protests happened all over each other.

Whats wrong with Inequality
1. Democracy is supposed to be majority rule and built on the equal participation of al citizens in the political decision making process. Not only are a poorer Canadians reluctant to vote, they are also discouraged from running for office or petitioning offices. 
2. Endurng inequality means not enough social mobility. It means that hard work, skill, and intelligence are not sufficiently rewarded for lower ckass people. Unequal opportunity means important positions are not necessarily filled by the most qualified Canadians but by people who had easier paths to the top of the social and economic hierarchy. 
3. It reduces from the talent pool that can be chosen from for the most difficult jobs. 
4. people don’t work as hard. 

Dominance of Financial Sector
· Banks have been transformed from institutions that encouraged you to save into institution that earns massive profits from selling you credit. 
· Banks makes very generous loans Household in Canada owe households we pwe 146%
· Post industrial societies are controlled by a class of people that control an enormous amount of assets and make money by lending their money to others, and adding interest on it. 
· Our society is no longer ruled by corporations, but by people who extract rent from the people they lend money to.

Debt  as a social issue
1. Debt is a tremendously efficient way of exercising power over people. It is because we believe it was our own fault for having debt. 
2. Debt maintains the social peace. 
· Student loans help to disguise the vast inequalities of wealth and income which exist in North America. The expansion of student loans helps middle class feel rich without any of the assets. 
3. Debt is the pillar of the ‘New’ economy.
· Debt is the lifeblood of the financial sector. 
· Profound transformation in the function performed by banks in Canadian Society. 
· Banks are in the business of encouraging their customers not to save but to go into debt This is because banks don’t have to worry about whether people can pay that debt, they can sell that debt on the bon market. It was this market that caused the market to crash in 2008.

Manufacturing Consent: The Mass Media

Noam Chonmsky
· Revolutionized linguistics with his work of ‘syntactic structures’. 
· Belives that humans are innately creative
· He researched the crimes of America and challenged the American wrongdoings. 

Manufacturing Consent
· Totalitarian state
· Ruling class doesn’t care what people think
· They can control what people do using the ‘stick’ approach
· Key instrument of power is military and secret police
· Power is exercised through physical coercion and violence
· Democratic capitalis society
· Power is excericsed through rational legal authority
· Most people do not feel like they are being controlled – it is done through ideas and not through force
· The interests of the ruling and the regular people are very different
· The key instrument for control is culture, which is controlled and produced by the media 
· Power is ecercised through ideas and shaping the values and beliefs f the population so they fit with the ruling class agenda. 

Hegemony – cultural means are used to insure that masses will consent to their own domination and vote against their interests
· Chomski – his theory is based on an ‘institional analysis’ 
· The ruling class doesn’t need to conspire to control the media because they already do. 
· By ruling the media they can make the values and ideal of the ruling class universal in a given culture. 

Corporate Institutional Structure
· Most of the media are corporate institutions
· The media might be essential to democracy
· However media is controlled as a hierarchy 
· Large media companies are controlled by a few number of elite small ruling class
· It is doctrinal – the media and schools are primarily concerned with making beliefs and then putting into our minds
· Agent of sociolization - Media teaches people how to see the world, what’s going on, what’s important, how to interpret events, and what’s true  

Elite Media
· Serious broadcasters, online and print publications with large, educated and literate audience
· decide what the news is and frame the debate over how the news will be interpreted
· Frames the news in 5 ways
1. What stories are included
2. Priority
3. Narrative – explains why things happen
4. Who is allowed to speak – most sources are from the top 20% of income earners
5. Framing the sources around reasonable debate – fair and balanced means presenting both ‘liberals and conservatives’ 

Mass Media
· Is not concerned with news
· Most of their space is commercial
· They are largely concerned with distracting the other 80% of the population
· And escape or distraction from the real news
· Distracts and keeps people uninterested from the major issues of running the state. 
· Exclude them from the decision making
· hierarchal 
· It is owned by the same people as the elite media

The Product of the Elite Media
· The audience are the educated and literate classes who share power with the people who own the country,
· Univisities rely on corporate institutions money 
· Universities are hierarchal institutions
· People who rise to the top of the university structure have likewise adopted and internalized an ethic and values consistent with corporate power

The Propaganda Model
· One of Chomsky’s key problems is that it is based on wartime propaganda efforts. 
· Hitler rights that Germany lost the first world was because they lost the propaganda war. 
· This propaganda had a lot of influence on the American businessman and started the whole idea of the power of media
· Although there’s no active censorship or physical coercion but the mass population still does what it is told. 
· This is not realistic for peace time propaganda
· Media technology is a two way street. - The internet has become a constant challenge to the state authority and corporate business.

Identity

Anthony Giddens: ‘Self-Identity’
· Does not believe that individuality or individualism is only a Western phenomenon. 
· “non-western countries’ lack a culture of individualism = despotism and dictatorship
· The idea of the individual is a social construct. It is more or less in found in every culture. 
· In olden Europe identity was based on family, gender and religion.
· The modern way of seeing individuality is a unique construct. 

Common Sense Understanding of Identity
1. The notion of uniqueness. Identity is all of those things that distinguish you and mark you from others. Ex. Name, number or unique traits
2. Identity used to speak about essence = the core parts of our personality that have stayed the same since childhood
3. Use identity to recognize sameness. ‘Identify’ = you are the same as a particular group in essential ways.

“Self-Identity” is much more important than identifying with class or race, although it does still have its place in our identity. 
Fundamental part is choice. To choose your identity and lifestyle.
Lifestyle is primary to self identity.

Giddens Theory of Identity
1. The individual is responsible for making their own choices and creating their identity
· We are responsible for building our own identity 
· we do not choose all aspects of our identity - social circumstances ex. Poor less economic resources
· Everything thing is equal or fair. His critical point is that we are all condemned with building this self-identity. 
2. Reinterpretation of the past is crucial to this building and re-building of our self-identity
3. The process of building an identity is continuous and pervasive 
4. Autobiographies are a modern invention. attitude towards identity building: critical self-interrogation
5. Asserting control over one’s life course. modern people seek to control time. 
6. The construction of self-identity is extended to the physical body
7. Construction of self-identity involves letting go of the past and overcoming ‘unproductive emotional states’. Obligation to be happy and positive thinking.
8. Being good and being moral is called being authentic. You’re obligated to be yourself or you’re a bad person.
9. Life is seen as a series as passages. We construct a story of how we came to be who we are. 
10. The construction of self-identity is ultimately self-referential. Each morning we wake up and construct an identity. 

Paul Gilroy say that identity is not returning to your roots but instead it is about coming to terms with your routes or the path that you have taken to become who you are. 
Identity is something we make.

Stuart Hall
· He always felt alienated from those around him, including his family.
· Our identity is never stable – it is always being disturbed
· This happens both internally and externally
· We may identify with those around us but this takes time and work

Identity Politics
· Politics of recognition, or distinct status
· Politics of resisting cultural assimilation
· Focused on the self instead of organizing other people. 
· The market replaces politics through green or organic products
· Can be about causing more social inequalities or push voters to vote a certain way or certain race
· Much more about culture, identity and difference
· Many hackers believe themselves to be ‘culture warriors’. – freedom of information
· The goal is to create a world where everyone is friendly towards differences. 
· Equality means not having to conform to the norms of culture.
· Culture is about the right to be different. 

The Obligation to Build a ‘Lifestyle’
· Giddens believed that we were obligated and responsible for creating a lifestyle. 
· Lifestyle provides the construct for our life story
· Declining importance of the family
· Declining importance of work as a source of identity – its important because it opens up different lifestyles

3 Challenges to ‘Self-Identity
1. “Post-traditional” social order.  Culture and tradition replaced with science and expertise.  We lack expertise to evaluate the new findings
2. Pluralism or fragmentation of life-worlds.  Our status sets – family, friends, work – are not well integrated. – self identity is fractured and divided. we rely on the people on tv to help us construct self-identity. 
3. Building experience is increasingly ‘mediated’. The media gives us more an d more choices on how to build our identity through things like the internet, tv, 

Self-Identity and Belonging
· Subculture membership is the way most young people balance the need to fit in, to make friends, to acquire that crucial emotional support, while still striving to be cool, unique, and non-conforming
· Most young people just want to fit in and be cool. Bing cool means asserting ones individuality and uniqueness.
· 
Canada and the Rights Revolution
· Went from ‘civil rights’ to ‘human rights’
· Human rights are not dependent on constitutions of individual states
· Grounded in a moral argument where every human deserves equal rights
· Civil rights come with the duty and obligation to protect or serve the country that is giving you these rights.

What is Facebook?
· Facebook is a large corporation
· Most revenue comes from compiling and selling data about its more than 800 million users. 
· 4.27 billion dollars in revenue by selling advertising information to advertisers. 
· Through fb corporations learn about their targets habits, lifestyles, likes and others. 
· Young people spend more time on some kind of media then ever before. 

“Affective Economic” Theory
· With rise of media theres been a shift of advertising. But given the extent of media saturation advertisers have a lot more options but also a lot more competition.
· Affective economics” - marketing theory which focuses on building a strong emotional relationship with a hard core “loyal” audience
· Advertising is about building emotional attachment and not as much about impressions
· Businesses get 80% of their business from 20% of their customers

Narcissism - personality disorder which can be defined as a persistent pattern of self-aggrandisement or grandiosity, a need for admiration, and exaggerated sense of one’s own importance
· tend to switch between feelings of worthlessness to overgrandised self portrayal
· tend to have shallow relationships. - seek intamicey because they are insecure and reliant on others to make them feel attractive
· They are both insecure and an inflated sense of self-worth 
· We live in a society that promotes narcissm 
· We have a very inward looking nature of our concept of the self or self-identity
· We lack tradition and history to anchor our lives and give us a sense of purpose which is greater than ourselves
· Seek people who will reflect well on them
· Tremendous pressure on our intimate relationships and friends to provide our lives with meaning and purpose
· We are inevitably disappointed when the reality of relationships do not satisfy our need for meaning
Consumer Capitalism promotes Narcissism
· Advertising addresses the needs of narcissists by providing attractiveness, beauty and popularity for the prices of purchasing the “right” goods
· Advertising also encourages feelings of insecurity, worthlessness, restlessness and boredom with what we have
· Advertising encourages to examine ourselves and to find ourselves lacking, ugly, wanting and in need of more
· Mass media and advertising ridicules education for education’s sake (i.e. developing a life of the mind)
· Idea of learning about culture, history or tradition is derided as useless and irrelevant (e.g. the humanities)
· WE Encouraged to seek the meaning of life in shopping mall
· We seek to transform our identity by transforming our appearance. 

Online Games and Virtual Identity
· We use virtual culture to create identity
· They are based on real emotions, real fears, real anger, real frustration. But they don’t obey the same rules as the physical world
· Online role-player games offer a powerful tool through which to live out ones dreams and to construct an identity free from most of the constraints of the physical, material world
· The virtual self can be connected to the real self. 
· Online experiences are just as valuable as face-to-face interaction when building self-identity. 

Racism

Civil Rights Legacy
Martin Luther King
· Emphasizes the priority of economic equality and fair distribution of wealth
· Freedom from poverty and hunger
· Wants America to practice the rights in its constitution

Malcolm X
· Extreme measures are justifiable in the struggle for civil rights
· Identity: positions himself as first and foremost a “black man living in America, which is a racist society”
Obama
· Argues that his election is proof that America has achieved its promise 
· “Rights Revolution”: Racism is defined almost solely in political and legalistic terms - equality is about rights and human rights

What Is Racism?
· Racism - a set of beliefs about the alleged inferiority of individuals who are socially defined as members of a certain group and this racial group is said to be distinguished by its physical characteristics
· Race is built on physical characteristics and is a cultural concept, but has no biological basis. 
· evidence of racism is found in structure of inequality, and racism is used to naturalize and perpetuate this very same structure of inequality
· Race is used to justify social inequality, power, and wealth
· The concept of race was done by the Europeans and scientists to justify the colonization of countries. 

Dr. Samuel Morton
· Attempt to justify institution of slavery and social inequality
· Assumed that The people with the most wealth and power were the smartest people. The larger peoples skulls were bigger brains, then with bigger brains and therefore smarter. Poor people are poor because they are stupid.
· Problems
I. Circular reasoning – it is impossible to judge someone’s race from their skull. His skulls could not be proven which skulls his skulls belonged to were black, white, Asian
II. little bit of overgeneralization based on a sample of 72 skulls found in Philadelphia. He made generalizations about the whole world from a very limited sample
III. Biased sample – 70% of ‘blakc’ skulls were females who have genetically smalled skulls than men

Racism in Canada Today
· more white immigrants taken into Canada and fewer non-white immigrants
· National surveys suggest the number of hard line racists is 5%
· Two types of racism in Canada
1. Systemic or institutional racism - perpetrated by people who are working in large institutions or bureaucratic structures.  
2. cultural racism - permeates everyday life and tends to promote either racist behaviour or behaviour that reinforces racial inequality. It was a class society 

Race Based Economic Inequality 
1. Vertical – Canada is a class society. Very little social mobility
2. Mosaic – Canada’s class system is ethnically based - British and French earned a lot more than classes such as Aboriginals, blacks
Starlight Tours
· Police in Saskaton were leaving aboriginal boys abandoned in freezing weather to die.
· Police forces can cause a lot of racism problems since racism is due to power over others. 
· Police forces need to be colour blind if they are to do their job properly

W.E.B Dubois – will probably be on exam
· One of the founding figures of discipline of sociology in North America
· Prolific philosopher, essayist, cultural critic, and political activist
· Despite his status as leading intellectual, Du Bois struggle with racial discrimination his entire life. 
· He was never hired to work in a university where the majority of students were white. He lived in the time when racism was still blatant. 
· He was one of the main founders behind the NAACP
· Du Bois and NAACP argued for full legal and political equality before economic equality
· Du Bois argued that the social experience of segregation led African-American people to have a divided understanding of their own self – identity split between Africna and American 
· Dubois was influenced by symbolic interactionism. He argued that Our self identity is closely tied to our experiences and economic equality.
· Du Bois argued that black people in America were treated as the problem, rather than individual people with particular problems  - they are treated as a group and not an individual
· They believed that the African part of their heritage was the problem and had to be hidden. Balck people weren’t treated as individuals but as this abstract racial equality. 
· African-American men and women are forced to manage an impression of whiteness and to suppress or cover with a veil the aspects of their self which were seen as “problematic” or “different” from the norms of the dominant culture
· He invented African American to show the dual identity of Blacks, which was due to slavery and poverty.
· When they try and act neutral and colour blind, white people benefit immensely. 
· Racism is being brought up and used against blacks to make them feel guilty form acts they could not control. 
· The reason they don’t feel advantaged is because white people don’t even think of themselves as being part of a racial group. White people do not think that they are part of a culture, but instead are unique individual snowflakes. 

The Souls of Black Folk – written by Dubois
· He argues that there is no music without black music
· History - traces the history of American music back to Africa, through the history of slavery, and the period known as the Reconstruction
· The black music was a key vehicle for the expression for political ideas and political struggle. 
· Double-consciousness - the experience of segregation has been internalized in the dual identity of African-Americans

Black Music – Ian Chambers
· Chambers was influenced by Dubois
· Historical roots of music in segregation and oppression give it qualities which are attractive to new subculture of young, white, rural people in the southern United States
· the music of African-American subcultures remains “under-exploited,” 
· dynamic source of “cool,” 
· source of “rebellion,”
· periodically mined by the music industry, which it changes to suit the aesthetic of “whiteness” to exploit the music and sell it to the mainstream 
· music loses its authenticity as expression of cultural, economic and political circumstances
· Rock n Roll is a hybrid form of Black music that is imitated by young white men in the rural south
· Black music remains more dynamic and flexible because it is a product of live performances and interaction between audiences and musicians 
· Commercial Rock n’ Roll
1) Emphasis less on improvisation and craftsmanship and more on repetition and the exact reproduction of pre-recorded “record” 
2) The code (e.g. implicit sexual references) is removed from the original songs, as written by Black artists and replaced with vacuous lyrics
3) Dynamic between band and vocalist changes.  Invention of celebrity “front-man”
4) Vocalists “shout” lyrics over musical backdrop rather than sing in harmony with other musicians 

Theodore Adorno: Standardization
· Standardised in both form and content
· Popular music alienates us with the real music. Popular music is a vehical for making money, and not for expressing music. 
· Corporations love genres because it allows them to take control over it. It is a way to control the product in the hopes of making greater products.
· Pop music is extremely basic. This exposes listeners to be hooked to one part of the song and not the whole song. 
1. Emphasis less on improvisation and craftsmanship and more on repetition and the exact reproduction of pre-recorded “record” 
2. The code (e.g. implicit sexual references) is removed from the original songs, as written by Black artists and replaced with vacuous lyrics
3. Dynamic between band and vocalist changes.  Invention of celebrity “front-man”
4. Vocalists “shout” lyrics over musical backdrop rather than sing in harmony with other musicians 

Hip Hop Origins
· It begins in the 1970’s. They performed live in clubs, housparties, etc. 
· It was dynamic and rooted in live performace. Contemporary scholars was used to express their dreams in a 
· It expressed rage and anger about their marginalization and mocked white people. 
· Hip Hop begins as a way to express hopes and dreams
· Hip Hop has turned into a commodity
· the most commercially viable genres are profoundly influenced by “Gangster Rap” which glamorizes hedonism, pursuit of wealth, misogyny (woman-hating), and glorifies violence of inner-city gangster & drug cartels
· Corporations prefer the genre because the women-hating, the wealth, and the violence are easy to sell to their target demographic: young, white, middle-class kids in suburbs
· Early 1990’s was turned into mainstream. It encourages kids to do more consumption and making them unhappy with the life they have now. 

Criticizing Hip Hop: Anne Williams
· It is owned and controlled by African Americans more than any other
· This control demands that intellectuals ask why so much Hip Hop is vehemently misogynist, full of violent imagery, why it is profane, why it is sexually explicit, and soaked in self-hatred
· it does not adequately show the reality of most of the people.  
· It is not working to help the intercity, but rather condoning the social inequalities. 
· 


Gender and Sexuality

Social Definitions of Gender
· sociologists see gender being
· Gender is cultural and sex is biological
· Gender is what you do
· Gender is about the “performance” of masculinity and femininity in a given culture
Gender is called performance because their gender has nothing to do with how they act. 
· Biological sex explains very little about what people actually do or why they do what they do
· The way people perform gender varies tremendously across cultures, generations, classes and so on



Shifts in Performance of Masculinity
· Performances of masculinity have changed drastically over the generations. 
· Today masculinity is less about specific performance of manly tasks, and is much more about appearances. 
· Economic recession has been concentrated in male-dominate sectors and occupations
· Earning a livelihood has been on of the main things of proving masculinity. As men have become less able to have a livelihood, they have used a tough guy stance, to show their masculinity.
· Men today have to maintain balancing act between “tough guise” and sensitive/empathetic and nurturing core in their performance of masculinity
· Men are expected to have the emotional support in the family and yet be strong and masculinity. 

Gender is never only Performance
· Our performances of gender are always subject to evaluation and judgement based on cultural standards and norms
· the mass media is an important source of gender norms and ideals
· Because men and women are not equal in our society, the enforcement of gender norms tend to favour men and discriminate against women 

Performance of Femininity
Rule 1: Appearance is paramount.
· For women culture tells them the ultimate priority must always be on how they look.
· Culture tells us we must be thin to be beautiful
· The ony way for 90% of women to become the size of models is to have eating problems.
· This idea creates problems like: poor body images, reducing women’s self-esteem, and promotes epidemic of eating disorders 
· “Cult of Thinness” is the symbolic representation of the oppression of women

Rule 2: performance of femininity requires wielding sexuality and sex appeal instrumentally, key source of social power for young women
· power of sexuality is largely  reserved for young women - As women learn to use it effectively power is eroded by cultural norms
· Barbara Ehrenreich: Femininity and maturity are inherently incompatible in our society

Rule 3: Contemporary North American society is unique in its requirement that women balance sex appeal and innocence in their performance of femininity
· Contradiction: Femininity defined as both pure and experienced, sexy and innocent, sex as instrument of power while still chaste
· They must use their sexuality and still maintain their innocence. They are expected to use their sexuality while not surpassing their respectability. This line gets less obvious all the time. 

Gender Ideologies
· Gender ideologies - narrowly defined and culturally dominant expectations of how men and women should and must perform their gender – today mass media important source
· The performances that prove masculinity or femininity are limiting, harmful, and can directly lead to infliction of harm

Sex: Common Sense v. Sociology 
· Most people believes these underlying biological differences explain the differences they observe in the behaviour of men and women 
· Research shows that all the beliefs most people have are false. 
· We learn are taught how to behave from the moment they are born
· The division between men and women is culturally enforced
· in biological terms men and women have many more similarities than differences - We both have estrogens and testosterone, breasts, facial hair, and so on
· sociologists all agree that the most important factor behind the differences we observe between men and women is less biology than it is the product of men being in a position of power over women
· all humans, men and women, are more than capable of being aggressive, competitive, exercising leadership, etc

Gender Identity
Gender Identity - is how a person identifies with a particular sex and, more importantly, how they identify with society’s expectations of how that sex is to be performed
· As we get older our gender iidentity becomes much more complicated. We get info from peer groups and mass media teach us about gender identity.
1. New Mainstream
· Sex sells and sex is sold as empowerment 
· Young women are taught that they should be focused on makeup, clothes, dieting, fashion, exercising 
2. Young people are also taught that sex and sexuality are a source of shame, embarrassment, and something to be feared. 
3. 
Homophobia and Suicide
· Cultural enforcement of heterosexual norms and homophobia have contributed to the perpetuation of suicide among gay men
· Goffman- Stigmatization - Negative evaluation of people because of a marker that distinguishes them from others
· Heterosexist - system of ideas and beliefs which treat same-sex relationships as inferior
· Homophobia - irrational fear and hatred of homosexual people and homosexuality

What Is Romance?
The romantic movement argued that it was the triumph of liberalism. They brought out peoples emotions like happiness, love or passion.
Draws from three traditions or intellectual movements:
1. Medieval Romance: sentimental adventures of chivalry and love 
2. Romantic Movement: anti-Enlightenment. Objectivity, cold, abstract, and logical reason served as the intellectual justification for the inhumanity of imperialism & industrialism. 
3. 19th century romantic fiction: the novel creates new kind of romantic hero, driven by strong and authentic feelings, contempt for conventions and rules, irrational and driven by a subconscious desire or passion

Romance now
· Relationships should and must be built on foundation of romantic love  
· Contradiction, interrogate and figure out ur true feelings while being swpt away by romantic love
· Monogamy from one to another partner is driven by romantic love
· We associate romance with women. And use this romance to call them irrational and emotional 

The Romance Industry
· The romance genre is not necessarily popular because woman have a greater need fro romance. It is because of the want of the media. 
· 1/3 of all books were romantic because women are much more likely to buy and read books than men. Twilight works because it acceses a knowledge set that women already have
· The romance Genre allows for more editorial control over new authors and final product - Leads to standardization and less variety and creativity

Encoding and Decoding Romance
· Code is the dominant ideology about femininity or how women are supposed to behave
· Mass media encode the shows with certain messages which are consistent with dominant norms about young women’s femininity 
· young women are decoding wider cultural norms and dominant ideology of how young women should act, think, and feel about themselves
Decoding the Teenage Romance
1. Hero – male protagonist. Invariably handsome, he knows how to treat a woman, he buys flowers.
2. Female lead – blonde, quiet, passive, trusting, timid, lobving, caring, nurturing girl who either is rewarded for morality and gets the boy in the end or winds up tragically abandoned. 
3. The “bitch” – she plots and connives to get the male. She is charming and irresistible, but other women see through her. Cautionary tae about being too aggressive and assertive. 
4. The “non-factor” – she is friendly out-going. She serves as the loyal companion to the lead. The non-factor because of her appearance. Appearance are paramount;must balance sex appeal with innocence. 



Gender Ideology and the Code of Romance

1. Supremacy of heterosexual relationships.
· There is an absolute separation of the sex roles.  
· Female lead endures humiliation and small defeats but comes out ahead in the end because she is an attractive, patient, and not too assertive
2. Importance of Competition.  
· Story ends with one happy and coupled girl and one girl who is sad and alone.  
· Girls life is defined by competition with other girls, who are not to be trusted unless they are sufficiently unattractive so as not to be a threat  
3. Supremacy Romantic Love
· The stories make it impossible for young women to imagine relationships in terms other than romance. 
·  Romance is “real” love and “true” love = romantic love   
4. Men are Romantic Objects.  
· Men are not sex objects but romantic objects.  
· Romance is the response young women are supposed to give to male sexuality
5. Displacement of Sexuality.  
· Relationships are about romance and its social and economic implications
· relationships are about getting stuff, being flattered with attention, impressing friends with handsome arm-candy  
6. Serial Monogamy: 
· the plot line is strict and narrow, 
· advances from platonic friendship, accident or chance reveals it to be love, romance blossoms naturally, engagement, wedding, and the story ends...
· The plot is predicated on a pre-determined future.  It sets young women out to believe that their fate is as wives and mothers.  
7. Individualism: 
· the towns, cities, places, etc., in which romances are set are often devoid of people, community or well-developed characters beyond the four discussed above.  
· There is no society. Emptiness symbolizes the boredom of everyday life - only romance (and a man) can provide escape   
8. World of Emotions: 
· emotions are paramount; feelings are what matter;
· Girls are taught that their life is to be defined by a series of stressful emotions: jealousy, possessiveness, devotion, fear
9. Tale of Redemption: 
· there is always something wrong with the female lead.  She is too shy, too scatter-brained, too whatever
· usually unsubtle tale of normalizing and fitting into dominant expectations of your gender.

Christian Conservatism
· Church affiliation is on the decline in Canada, however those who are religious are more devoted. 
· Fundamentalism – literal interpretations of scripture, rather than translations of the meanings of scriptures allegories and metaphors
· Churches have focused a lot of time on sexual politics. They want families to return to the old family ways. They do this by making governments by banning gay marriage, abortion, access to birth control, etc. 
· Their goal is to make abstinence before marriage the norm and not the exception. 

The Feedback Loop

The Promise of Reality Television
· The promise – it will broadcast our real lives
· Critics say it shows the decline in American culture, and our inability to distinguish between art and trash
· But there is a long tradition of criticizing “high culture” in favor of “low culture” in democracies
· If politics in a democracy is meant to be rule of, by and for the people, then cultural expression in a democracy ought to be of, by and for the people as well
· reality television and sports can be seen as cultural expressions of democratic ideals

Culture of Voyeurism
· Voyeur – someone who gains pleasure from watching another person, especially secretly
· Surveiliance is now portrayed as right, good, and necessary

Microcosm Reality Television
· The goal of MTV is to create and promote a lifestyle built around perpetual youth and the wholesale replacement of adult life with a kind of infinite adolescence  
· Microcosm reality television are about lifestyles, socializing, identity, and identity construction. It is about training people to create themselves in a very specific way by training them to use specific products. 
· Geopolitics, current affairs, politics, history do not matter
· Media tries to break past our wall by flattering us and making us feel better than about ourselves than the people we are watching. 
· Cynicism – most university students know where their shoes come from and are made in sweat shops, but we feel like we cannot do anything about it, or that there is not other way for these products to be made.
· Young people are cynical because they feel powerless and/or they don’t see any viable alternative to capitalist exploitation

The Feedback Loop of Reality TV
1. Feedback - heightened sense of self- awareness we have about our identity and the obligation to consciously create a unique identity
2. loop - created between reality and symbolic representations of reality 

· young people end up using reality television shows as a resource to construct their identity


Crime and Deviance and Moral Panics
Understanding of Crime
· Canadians believe that sentences need to be longer, that judges exercise too much kindness.
· Canadians feel and believe that crime rates are rising

1. Crime rates are declining
· Crimes have peeked in 1978 and have been declining ever since.
· the crime rate is decreasing. Mass media uses this idea to make it seem as if it is to get more money and views.
· The story can be recounted over and over and it tends to warp our perception about how common these actions are and how likely we are to be the victim of a violent crime.
· Stanley Cohen – Moral Panic
· Fear of specific crimes can be escalated to such a degree by the mass media that it can become a moral panic
· Moral panics are created by well-placed and powerful people
· Moral entreprenuers – moral panics are created by well-placed and powerful people 
· 5 Stages of Moral Panic - Cohen
1. Someone or something is defined as a threat to values or interests, often by someone in power
2. The media depicts the threat in an easily recognizable form, amplifying the perceived danger while offering incomplete bits of information 
3. Public concern grows rapidly as more people become aware of the threat
4. Authorities and opinion makers issue a response, calling for swift action to quell the threat
5. The moral panic recedes or results in social changes such as new laws or increased law enforcement
· 3 Problems with Moral Panic
1) Moral crusaders exaggerate the scale and extent of problemscreates an atmosphere of fear, anxiety, and panic
2) Victim-Blaming - Moral entrepreneurs define social problems in ways that suit their interests rather than accurately reflecting nature of the problem it is about victim blaming
3) Self-Serving Solutions - Solutions of moral entrepreneurs are often ill-considered, passed in a climate of fear, and these new rules only make the social problems worse proves the best way to reduce poverty connected to population growth, to reduce infant mortality, and to prevent teenage pregnancies is to empower women

2. White Collar Crime V. Street Crime
· Most sociologists agree that white-collar crime like environmental damage or tax evasion costs society more 
· No one has been charged for the multiple economic recessions that have lost billions of dollars
3) Crime and deviance are culturally relative
· Crime is a subset of deviance – breaking a social norm
· Criminal behavior is learned 
1. Skills and techniques necessary to commit a crime
2. the sentiments values, attitudes, bleifs associated with criminal behavior from subcultures

How is Criminal Behavior?
·  EH Sutherlands – 
1. Techniques for commiting crimes must be learned 
2. The motives, drives rationalization
· AK cohen – criminal subcultures turn values of mainstream culture upside down, reverse mainstream values. 

Neutralization – Skyes and Mantza
· “Criminals” still susceptible to social pressures, expectations, feel shame and guilt, love mothers, respect conventional heroes, taxpayer
· Criminal subcultures develop techniques to “neutralize” these feelings, social expectations  
· Techniques of Neutralization
1. Denial of responsibility: members of criminal subcultures develop techniques to deny personal responsibility or accountability for the harm they cause 
2. Denial of Injury: crimes which are mala in se (i.e. bad in themselves) and mala prohibita (illegal but not immoral).  Criminal subcultures will often define their behaviour as technically illegal but not immoral because nobody who is innocent is harmed
3. Denial of the victim: make sharp distinctions between people who can be harmed and those who cannot be harmed 
4. Condemn the condemners: claim that the people and institutions which prosecute them are hypocritical 
5. Appeal to higher loyalties: criminal subcultures are built upon high internal solidarity, loyalty to the organization or criminal family first and foremost

Robert Merton’s Strain Theory
· subcultures teach people goals, values, ideals as well as acceptable means for achieving those goals which can be consistent or inconsistent with the goals and means accepted in mainstream society
· many people experience a kind of strain between society’s goals and the acceptable means; 

Howard Becker: Marijuana Subculture
Becker argues that drug use was learned, socialization and belonging to a drug subculture – not the product of character flaw demonic possession, genetic disposition
1. marijuana uses had to learn how to experience the high of the drug
2. marijuana users had to learn to onnect the high with the drug
3. The positive connotations associated with the drug use and the high are learned and acquired through socialization into the subculture of drug use. 

Resistance
The Hipster
· It begins in New York. 
· They tend to be technologically savvy.
· The hipster hides from cool merchants behind a wall of irony. The unexpected is used to shiled onself from hipster merchants. 
· Hipster subcultures are all about frustrating the cool media. 
· Hipster subculture celebrates irony and ironic detachment. They reinvent past notions of cool. They have a detached style not adopted because it is beautiful or even liked. 
· Hipster subculture is unique in the self hatred. 
· The perpetual self-critique and self-interrogation of hipster subculture is a way of protecting hipster subculture from the commercialization, cool merchants and the conquest of cool
· The greatest irony of it is that it becomes what it is trying to mock. They are the keenest cool hunters. 




The Resistance
·  Many subcultures do actively resist and fight injustice. 
· Being young, growing up, fitting in, standing out, and being cool is hard enough without the obligation to ferment revolution
· Most subcultures don’t change the world, but they do change people. 
· The socialization of subcultures is complex. As the young people grow up and join the adult world, there values, ideals and self identity remains in tact and will affect those around them. 


A lot of what is going on in subcultures is identity formation.
Transcendence - overtime as people age and join the adult world, the superficial elements of the subculture tend to fade but the core values, ideals, and beliefs, the self-identity and self-understanding remain

Export Processing Zone
1. Developing nation offers corporations from richer nations “zones” in which to import raw materials and parts for assembly & export – free of tariffs or taxes
2. In return, corporations (e.g. Nike) promise not to dump these goods on local markets and to hire workers from the local population  
3. Governments in wealthy countries (e.g. Canada and U.S.) support these “Free Trade Zones” by offering their corporations lower import tariffs

Winner
· Corporations like Nike get to sustain a more competitive rate of profit
· Desperately needed jobs for landless peasants in developing nations
· Consumers in wealthier countries pay dramatically lower prices for clothing and consumer electronics
· Investors in the stock market get a higher rate of return on their money
· Enables stricter environmental protections in the wealthier countries
Loser
· North American worker is the most obvious answer
· It is possible that the workers in the “Free Trade Zones” also lose in the end as this strategy has created a race to the bottom in terms of wages, working conditions and environmental regulations
· Enables severe environmental degradation in the Global South

 



















Globalization
Studying food and hunger will provide us with insight into the relations between wealthier and poorer nations inside the global economic system
Finally, it is important to discuss food and hunger in the context of sociology in order to dispel widely held myths 

Dispelling Myths
Myth One: Famin V. Endemic Hunger
· Famine is dramatic for the media
· These stories allow western media to assign blame to individual and assign credit to international community - Western leaders look like heroes. 
· Endemic hunger - a daily insufficiency of food
· Endemic hunger is a far greater problem than famine.  
· Endemic hunger – daily insufficiency of food or malnutrition. 1/6 of the world population suffers from endemic hunger in the form of insufficient calories intake. 
· Endemic hunger is often misdiagnosed as medical problems so the size of the problem remains hidden. 
· The most important factor determining your birth weight depends on your mother’s nutrition, while your health later in life depends on your birth weight. 
· It is a remarkable stable problem.

Myth Two: Food Production V. Social Entitlements
· People think there is hunger because there is not enough food
· In reality there is more than enough food to feed the world – hunger has become much worse
· The problem is that there are not enough social entitlements to food
· The US wastes 96 billion pounds of food each year
· Because people lack social entitlements to food, billions of dollars worth of food is wasted each year and 3 billion people suffer from hunger
· Amartya Sen: social Entitlement
      There are many forms of social entitlement to food: 
· Moral obligation of parents to provide for children
· Inheritance , purchase, or ownership of land on which it is possible to grow food
· Religious rituals which provide people in need
· State-run welfare or social assistance programs can provide food entitlements
· Wages earned though employment can provide people with the money to purchase food in the market
· There is entitlement failure - Right to food is not based on need but on what economists call “effective demand” – people have enough money to command food

Myth Three: Overpopulation V. Overconsumption
· Hunger is caused by overpopulation
· In truth without increasing production rate we could feed 120% of current global population if we were all vegetarian
· It depends mostly what kind of food people consume and how people
· There are not enough resources in the world to eat like a North America. 

Inefficiencies of Modern Farming
· Output of corn is very high, but the energy input is also very high
· Modern farming input-output ratio is 1:3.5
· modern agricultural production requires 16 kilocalories of energy input for every 1 kilocalorie of food

2007-08 Food Crisis
Causes
· Price of oil
· Increasing meat consumption
· Increasing food imports to countries which used to be self-sufficient
· Industrial development and urbanization; covers arable land
· Financial crisis weakened currency and real estate, pushed investment in more tangibe commodities like food
· Bio-fuel: high oil prices have also made it more attractive to turn corn into bio-fuel. 
· Approximately 3 billion people live on between on and two dollars per day. 

There is a tremendous amount of inequality in the world which is partly caused by globalizatio. Therefore not everyone gets hit by a food crisis in the same way. 

Globalization
2 ways to decrease global inequality
1. Modernization theory - Modernization scholars study the culture and institutions of individual countries
Explain the success of wealthy countries with 4 reasons
1) Generation of profit and investment of capital
2) Rational business technique
3) Democratic forms of government
4) Western culture – promotes investment, education and innovation
Solution: transfer Western capital, institutions and culture from wealthy countries to poorer countries


2. Dependency theory - concentrate on the character of the relationships between countries
· Argue that globalization began with colonization
· direct political control was replaced with indirect economic control
· Three methods of indirect control – neo-colonialism
1) Direct foreign investment – buy land, resources, and cheap labour. The profit accumulates in wealthy countries
2) Support for Authoritarian countries – outside governments make sure to keep governments in place that they are in favour of
3) Debt - Debt cripples the countries of the ability to help their people.
· Solution: Dependency theorists say that that was part of the problem. Rich countries get richer by exploiting other poorer countries. 
1) poor countries need more “sovereignty” – independence and the ability to find their own solutions to their own unique challenges and problems
2) . Protection from “foreign direct investment,” so that corporations from rich countries cannot simply move in and buy up all of the fertile land
3) Conventions and laws to prevent richer countries from interfering in the political processes of poorer countries
4) Debt relief because debt payments are immoral, crippling, and cause needless suffering

Most sociologists use a mix of the modernization and dependency theory’s when talking about relief for hunger. We need to continue trade but need fairer terms of trade. 
Amartya Sen: we need to reinforce and create more forms of social entitlement to food: land reform, urban gardens, make food human right and constitutional right, reduce power of multinational corporations and support national sovereignty  
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