Chapter 11 : School

Headline Story: Boy Problems
· Boys used to dominate in school : sports stars, student council presidents, valedictorians, and majority of recipients of all types of degrees.
· Now boys perform consistently below girls on most tests of reading and verbal skills and lag in college enrollment and degree attainment (Hulbert)
· School is a setting that brings out boys’ vulnerability
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The School Experience
· Children hold stereotypical beliefs (gender stereotyping) before they even enter the school system.
· Although in the USA, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimination, a 1992 report by the American Association of University Women detailed the biased treatment that girls receive in school. 
· Concern has now turned to boys’ problems within the school system. 
· Teacher education has devoted little experience to ending gender bias, which may contribute to this continuing problem. 

Early Schooling
· Possible perpetuation of gender stereotyping from more female elementary teachers than males
· Curriculum concentrates on skills that are difficult for boys but that girls have already developed. 
· Girls are more responsive to adults and more self-disciplined and willing to delay gratification, which leads to greater academic success.
· Academic success is related to both social and intellectual factors

Changes During MiddleSchool
· Girls and boys both decrease in their self-perceptions of ability in school & sports
· Bother genders agree that math and athletics are male domains
· Girls still make better grades, even in math

Course Choices
· Girls talented in maths and science typically do not experience the encouragement that boys receive.
· Girls’ grades are higher but we are subject to teacher, counselor & social pressure to adopt a role that includes no preparation for prestigious careers
· Girls have less career and technical education as they are steered to low-paying, health & child care work

Sexual Harassment
· A factor for young W & to a lesser extent young M
· Legal changes allowed schools to be sued for SH, then they took it more seriously
· Gay & Lesbian students who don’t conform to gender roles are subject to harassment
· Girls in non-traditional courses face bullying or sexual harassment
· Peers are the most common harassers

College and Professional Schools
· W’s attendance has increased and receive more Undergrad degrees than M
· College majors remain gender segregated
· Encourages M’s development but not W’s, W receive differential treatment by profs
· W are mentored less than M

· Argentina has the highest rate of women in College and University
· Less than 50% of women are earning professional degrees in medicine, dentistry, law and theology

Psychology Degrees for W
Bachelor’s degree 44.4% (1971) and 77.4% (2007)
Master’s degree 40.6% (1971) and 79.7% (2007)
Doctoral degree 24.0% (1971) and 73.1% (2007)

Achievement and Motivation
- how achievement is defined determines whether M or W will be high or low achievers
- study of achievement focuses on career achievement 

David McLelland
- studied achievement motivation & the concept of the need for achievement, a construct formulated by examining M
- even though some overlaps were found in the achievement needs of both genders, W have a fear of success whereas M do not

Fear of Success: the motive to avoid success (Horner)
- negative consequences are associated with success
- fear applies to M who pursue gender-atypical careers



Self-Esteem & Self-Confidence
· W have slightly lower SE & SC than M
· The drop in self-esteem during puberty happens for both M & W
· Ethnicity plays a role in the amount of SC
· Confidence does not predict achievement

Attributions for Success & Failure
· Can exist in terms of internal versus external and stable versus unstable factors, which can influence effort and beliefs concerning success and failure.
W  explain their success in terms of effort
M  explain their success in terms of reflection of ability





