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How communication creates community
How community values, ideas or messages are communicated
 
What is the relationship between communication and community?
·      To communicate is to ‘make common’ – we have some sort of common understanding
·      Community= people who share something in common (nationality, fan clubs, ancestry)
·      We build different kinds of community by the ways that we communicate
·      The ways that modes of communicate effect communities
o   TV divides (because of laziness) and unifies because of fan fare
o   Social Networking widens our frame of community
 
Chicago School and the role of communication in ‘the village’ – Innis and McCluan, Habermas’ public sphere, Marx and the ways in which modernity withers away communities
·      Acts to keep new city dwellers together
·      Newspaper assimilates new city dwellers into city life
·      Communication ties people together in space and time, and helps to establish and carry out values etc.
·      About shared experiences
·      Shared senses of feeling or sentiments (OCCUPY etc.)
 
1) No communication takes place without a material base, a physical infrastructure (materiality)
 
2) A sense of goodness (people come together to be a part of community to experience a sense of goodness)
 
3) The relationship btw community and communication involves a sense of an interplay between humans and the natural world in the making of community
·      Add for Canada Dry  
·      Ford Vehicle
·      Fido commercial with puppies (personified – totally humanized)
·      60 Minutes – E-waste, electronic trash – toxic waste dumps
·      These depict the relationship between humans and the natural world ‘there are no boundaries’
o   From these, we can ask, who is responsible for the earth?
o   History is a depiction of harnessing the environment for our own purposes
o   Who advocates for the lad has changed over time
§  Religion
§  Kings and queens
§  17th C on – Science has spoken for the environment
ú  so that it can be
·      protected
·      controlled
·      studied
·      that the wild could be tamed or made reasonable
o   Enlightenment – Response?
§  Romanticism (the belief that there needs to be an appreciation of the uncontrollability of nature
§  That humans are wild; creative, different, individualistic and dynamic
§  That nature cannot be penned in by science or machines but that it must be appreciated for its wild nature
o   Over time, there have been numerous movements to bridge the gap between humans and the environment – how creatures and humans can live together
§  What can we say about this relationship that have to do with communication and media?
ú  1) perhaps humans have become more and more detached from the natural environment
·      Marx: Modernity is responsible for this, by creating relationships that are based on the rhythm of capital – production, profit, progress, innovation
·      What has been mapped onto nature is an artificial set of standards (what used to be the answer to the question ‘what time is it?’ literally depended on where you were located (measured by the sun) or specific tasks (time to milk the cows)
·      The actual passing of time has a  natural rhythm – we have mapped a model of time on top of it,  this is a product of modernity
o   (linking together of (time-based) communication systems – we have carved the world up (into time zones) We all share the same time (the eastern time zone)
o   the division of the world creates an artificial concept of a natural process
§  we want to organize things (time) into ways that are distinctly human, so as to incorporate them into our lives and schedule, this may be at the expense of nature
o   Bottled water:
§  Something that is part of nature, that comes at no cost
§  Is now something that we buy, and is infused with chemicals and packaged in plastic
ú  How has this come to be?
·      The belief that tap water is unhealthy (Walkerton ON)
·      Longstanding fear
·      Convenience
o   Weather and natural phenomena like tornados, snowfalls:
§  Untamable
§  Dangerous
§  We need to be ‘on altert for’
§  Presented to us as extremely inconvenient etc.
ú  “a winter snow warning’ in Canada, in January -.-
ú  it is no longer just a part of our environment
 
Our day to day lives are increasingly abstracted from the natural world and we are becoming more and more fearful
 
2) What we know about the environment and the natural world is mediated
·      we have representative cases (weather channels)
·      Media have an important role of framing things about the environment
o   Images
o   Radars
o   Language (how we talk about the environment plays a fundamental role in how we understand it (climate change vs. Global warming
o   We have entire infrastructures (David Suzuki foundation) to teach us how to talk about and discuss the environment
§  50 years ago, there was no ‘wind chill’
 
3) The development of media technologies have environmental consequences
·      E-waste
·      Physical: consumption – waste
·      Same applies for material things
·      The mass production of products has carried with it the mass production of waste or trash
·      The promises of modern communication devices have environmental impacts written right into them
·      To communicate better means ‘out with the old and in with the new’
 
3.5/4) to make it possible for me to communicate to _______, is to act upon the land – to build cell phone towers etc
·      to make comm.. portable is to make it disposable (newspapers have a 1 day expiry date)
·      to make comm. Cheap and accessible is to drain our natural resources – to make newspapers, we will have to cut down trees, to use computers, we will have to mass produce products that are filled with hazardous materials
to run facebook means to use A LOT of electricity and resources
·      computing etc is NOT natural – it is not ‘in the clouds!’
·      there is a tension between humans and the natural world
·      there are examples where people want to bridge that gap – organic farming for example (green communication)
 
^^who has the right or speaks for, or what is the purpose of the natural world for us? To what extent should the natural world be taken into account?
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