Costa Rican State Policies and Coffee Production
· late 1800’s early 1900’s: laissez faire policies 
· 1931: first major coffee tax 
· invested in infrastructure; education

ICAFE (Instiuto del Café) 


Problem facing small farmers 
· dependency on external markets 
· monocultural production (single crop) 
· boom-bust nature of agricultural export market 
· limited resources 
· household dynamics 
· reliance on middlemen (buyers/processors/exporters) 

Cooperatives as development initiatives 
· promoted by Alliance for Progress Latin America (1960’s-70’s) and states throughout developing world 
· to improve incomes for small, disadvantage procedures 
· economics of scale 
· control more of the production process (more value added) 
· eliminate intermediaries 
· producers = shareholders => profits returned via higher crop prices 
· perceived as equitable: 1 member = 1 vote 
· empowering 
· members participating in decisions – democratic 
· grassroots; participatory (?) 
· means of distribution social services 

Export Agriculture and Rural Development 
· ultimately: how had export agriculture affected rural livelihoods in terms of equity, empowerment, environment? 
· Cooperatives? 
· are ag. cooperatives an effective means of mitigating problems of export ag. production and contributing to rural equitable rural development? 
· but first need to understand the nature of coffee-producing households 


Palomas and Santa Cruz 
· extent of involvement in ag export economy 
· Village level 
· Household level 
· impacts of ag export production: 
· incomes and livelihoods 
· gender 
· responses and behaviors as indicators 

Coffee Production
· planting / maintaining crops 
· harvesting 
· processing
· exporting 

Ag. Production and Farming Households in Perez Zeledon 
· production: 
· coffee, sugar, other crops, livestock 
· inter-household relationships 
· reciprocity – generalized and balanced 
· market exchange 
· key household resources 
· land 
· labor 
· categorization


Coffee and Household Equity Issues 

· Why need to understand gender division of labor?
· Does export agriculture impact men and women equally?
· How do cultural perceptions of gender affect household strategies? Collective organization? 

Labor 
· gender division: household vs. coffee production 
· biological vs. socio-cultural explanations 

Land 
· man vs. women 
· patterns of inheritance: de jure de facto 

Parents and Children 
· cooperative-oriented 
· independent-oriented 
Generation and Power 
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