Empire & Globalization Lecture Notes
HIST 3217A Prof: D. Kinsey

Sept. 12/2012
Globalization

· See syllabus for definition
· Interconnection between nations and states based on economics and politics

· Transformation of local phenomena into global ones

· The rise of the internet represents one major driving factor in further interdependence of economic and cultural activities
Empire

· See syllabus for definition 
· Old theory: “spoke-and-hub theory of empire”, discredited because it only works one way, each spoke is equal, spokes aren’t connected between each other
· New theory: “Web theory of empire”
Imperial social formation

· Empires vary in numerous ways, culture, technology, domestic priorities
Everyday weapons of the weak

1. Armed Resistance: organized, pre-planned, technology, physical violence
2. Everyday weapons of the weak: individual (usually), ongoing, often symbolic, mocking the ruler, refuse to be submissive, passive non-violence
“Empire is an unfinished business”

· The empire never fully conquers another nation, it may have a brief military takeover but resistance to the ruler always exists, whether armed or passive 
Keywords:

· Metropole

· Humanitas
· Civilizing mission
· Technologies of rule (or strategies of rule)
· Technologies of resistance (or tactics of resistance)
· Antecedent imperial structures
· Imperial citizenship 
· Cult of emperor
· Competing world visions
Roman Empire, about 200 CE

· Focused around one metropole, Rome
· Metropoles:
· Cities
· Seed of government
· Humanitas:
· What is the perfect human being?
· If you didn’t subscribe to Roman culture/thought you were seen as barbaric 
· Civilizing mission: 
· To civilize the barbarians by teaching/ enforcing the empires' ideals
· To extend the empires power
· The technologies of rule vs. the technologies of resistance
· Physical force
· Controlling mobility
· Architecture
· Appropriation
· Surveillance
· Nobility
· Bureaucracy
· Antecedent imperial structures
· Takeover of an already established empire/network
· Imperial citizenship
· Only the elite or worthy are allowed to become imperial citizens
· Cult of the emperor
· Cesar, Kaiser, Tsar
· Competing world visions
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Mongol Empire, circa 1294

Mongol technologies of rule

· Mobility
· Physical force, military innovation
· Focused on siege technology against cities
· Used archers on horseback, first of its kind
· Controlling economic exchange, esp. Silk Road
· Appropriation
· Intermediaries/antecedent structures
· Plunder imperialism?
· Goal of conquest is to plunder its resources/supplies/women
· Continue expansion to keep soldiers loyal and content
· Did not impose a civilizing mission
· Created an empire of city-states controlled by princes
Orientalism and orientalist stereotypes (see cuLearn for chart)
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Ottoman Imperial Expansion
· 1453, Ottomans take Constantinople from the Byzantine Empire and convert it to their capital, Istanbul
· Topkali Palace becomes the center of administration
· Ottoman Empire is known for its comparative religious tolerance, every minority could govern themselves but they had to pay tribute to the empire 
· However, Muslims of Shi’ite origin were not tolerated and constantly oppressed 
· Jannissaries: Young Christian boys who are demanded by the Ottoman Empire as tribute who are then trained as warriors and stationed as imperial guards
· This is to thwart possible rebellion by the most likely group of people 
Hapsburg Empire

· Spanish royal family, inter-married to control various kingdoms throughout Europe
· Reconquista: meant to take back the Ottoman/Muslim dominated areas of the Mediterranean, most notably the Canary Islands which were used as a harbinger of major sugar plantations 
· Hapsburg expels Jews and Muslims from their empire, whom then travel to the Ottoman Empire for their religious tolerance or move north and establish new kingdoms in Europe 
· Led to the Inquisition, routing out of “secret Jews” from the Empire, a tragic financial miscalculation because trust was lost between Catholics and every other religion 
· The “Black Legend”: entails that everything bad that happened in the New World was because of the Spanish and their religious intolerance
· The “White Legend”: rewrites Spanish history, stating that everything good that has happened in the New World was because of the Spanish, believed the “Black Legend” was a Jewish conspiracy
· Both legends are essentially fictitious, not based on fact, both are bias 
· Conquistadors: first started by taking over small islands off the coast of Africa, India and South America, then moved inland
· Probanzas: massive written letters or descriptions of the New World, complete made up fictions, basically what the Spanish royalty wanted to hear 
· Florentine Codex:   
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Keywords:

· Colonizer/colonized binary

· Imperial nomenclature

· Encomienda

· Silver peso

· Mercantilism 

· Chartered joint-stock companies

· National archives are established by the colonizer to assert its power and to collect information to learn how to better assert its power (colonial archive), generally bias

· Archives are established to create a binary between the colonizer and the colonized

· Imperial nomenclature is the process of naming, colonizers put labels on animals, people, things to establish their cultural ideals and assert dominance 

· Tenochtitlan Empire (metro pole from 1st century CE to present-day Mexico City)

· When Spanish went across the Atlantic they didn’t establish a new empire but took over already established empires, Aztec, Inca, etc. 

· New Spain encompassed all of Mexico, the Caribbean, Florida, central America, and northern and western south America

· Encomienda: a legal system that was employed by the Inca empire and then taken over by the Spanish during the colonization of the Americas to regulate Native American labor

· The slaves essentially taught the Spanish how to mine because they had now previous experience with mining in Spain, this information was then relayed back to Europe through colonial archives 

· Precious metals like gold and silver were the display of power and wealth, in order to obtain more and thwart the Spanish from obtaining all of it, other European empires needed to send colonizers over to the New World, but it was too expensive so they outsourced it to chartered joint-stock companies on their behalf 

· Once a company had enough support and resources, they could request a charter (monopoly) on one trade from the empire, claims trade over certain areas and the trading of certain products

· This is where we see the rise of the East/West India Companies, e.g. VOC, WIC, EIC, Virginia Company of London 
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Keywords:

· Fiscal-military state

· Jean-Baptiste Colbert

· EIC armies

· Jagir

· Tipu Sultan (1750-1799)

· Tipu’s Tiger

· In the 16th century most European countries were a fiscal-military state

· Military technology grew exponentially in this era, navies grew with faster ships and gunpowder became widely used

· 1588, the British defeat the Spanish Armada, English use gunpowder on their naval ships, this gives them the confidence to begin colonizing other countries 

· France takes a bit longer to get involved in mercantilism overseas

· Jean-Baptiste Colbert becomes minister of finance in the 1660’s, looks to the Dutch Empire as an example of how to get involved overseas 

· Decide to focus mostly on trade with India 

· India at this time (Mughal Empire) is realizing that they do not need an empirical power controlling them

· Prominent Indian families begin to fight for power:

1. Bankers: Jaget Seth family

2. Zamindars

3. Nawabs

4. “Indian Princes”

· By the 1700s the British had managed to oust the Dutch from all trade in India, however, the French and English companies begin building up armies to fight one another for optimal trading routes

· They also used the EIC armies to attack villages and then extort the villages for protection money

· They also rent out their armies to the national groups whom are fighting against each other 

· This causes a military revolution in India, all factions had to up their military game

· The companies would make money off renting the armies then take those profits and make the armies stronger

· Jagir: the right to collect taxes throughout an entire province

· The most lucrative province in India circa 1757 was Benegal, the Nawabs of the province hire a French army and oust the British

· The British East India Company make a deal with the Jaget Seths to oust the Nawab of Benegal, however this poses a problem of having to govern a population of 20 million people

· 12 years later there is a massive famine in Benegal, 10 million die in 4 years, fosters a debate whether or not a company should be in charge of such a large population

· Tipu Sultan was a leader of a resistance force against the British (Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington)

· Tipu grew up as a Muslim and feels that the Mughal Empire has let down Islam, supporter of the Ottoman Empire

· Tipu was a paradigm of both the colonized and the colonizer, as he had aspirations of empire

· He hires French engineers and military consultants to overhaul his army, employed the use of steel due to its cheap manufacturing cost in India, starts making guns based on European design but with Ottoman inscriptions

· Starts borrowing and hybridizing other countries military and cultural ideas and makes them his own, uses the tiger as an emblem of his power/reign “Tipu’s Tiger” is an organ that shows a tiger attacking a British soldier like figure, the tiger was eventually looted by an EIC army which made its way back to England in a museum 
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Keywords:

Third Rome

Peter the Great (r. 1682-1725)

Seven Years War (1756-1763)

Bourbon Reforms

American Revolution 1776-83

Franco-Haitian Revolution (1789-1804)

Jean-Baptiste Belley

Sierra Leone Company 

· The Russian Empire grew out of the collapse of the Mongol Empire, much of its power was through marriage alliances

· The Russian Empire expanded under Ivan the Terrible in the 16th century, he takes up the position of Tsar, giving homage to the position of Cesar in Rome 

· Deeply centralized empire, focused on Moscow and the Tsar

· Peter the Great comes to power in 1682, he essentially inherited the empire, very multi-ethnic and multi-confessional

· He goes incognito to the Dutch East Indies Company in Holland and acquires a job as a ship builder, he tours around Europe and studies the way each empire works, he curates the ideas he sees fit from each empire and applies them to the Russian Empire

· Peter goes to war with the Swedish Empire to secure the lucrative lumber trade, which was dominated by those whom had large navies 

· Peter takes a marsh land on the coast and turns it into St. Petersburg, a port city built as a monument to Russian ingenuity and science, a rival to the metro poles of Europe 

· Most of the laborers he used to create the city were Swedish prisoners, the building of the city was a testament to his control over labor

· The capital of the Russian Empire then moves to St. Petersburg, creating a rivalry between Moscow, however the empire is mainly centered around the Tsar

· Peter binds the nobility to him by implementing cultural reforms, he implements the “Beard Tax” to the nobility, essentially Peter wanted to make the Russian nobility adhere to European cultural standards, this made the nobility look different from the masses, they looked towards Peter for fashion and culture

· Beginning of the 18th century, France and Britain are at constant war, Britain fears an alliance between the French and Spanish, the British then make an agreement with the Spanish to sell slaves to them, this sees the British essentially take over the slave trade from the Dutch and Portuguese, the British abuse this agreement and tensions arise between the Spanish 

· The French and Spanish go to war against Britain because of this agreement, other European nations join the fight which leads to the Seven Years War (1756-1763), considered the first global war

· 1763, the Paris Treaty sees divisions of territory between the French, Spanish and British… French give up any claim to India, they also lose New France (Quebec), Spain gives up Florida for Cuba 

· Due to the cost of the Seven Years War, Europe sees a financial crisis which leads to higher taxes in the colonies and higher taxes in France 

· The Bourbon Reforms were instituted in Spain after the Seven Years War, tried to get all of the wealth from the colonial empires back to Spain

· This angered the Spanish colonial emperors as they saw the reforms as usurping their power, this led to a series of rebellions throughout the Spanish colonies (Peru, Colombia, Venezuela), the colonizers and colonized banned together in some cases to take on the metro pole 

· The British employed taxes in the India leading to rebellions and in North America which leads to the Boston Tea Party and eventually the American Revolution, Spain gets involved with supporting the rebels which creates even more rebellions within the Spanish colonies

· After losing the 13 colonies in North America, Britain turns its major focus on India as a cotton producer and later opium

· After 1763, the only real colony France had left was Haiti

· France invested a lot in the sugar plantations and sent a massive amount of slaves over to Haiti to work on the plantations, 90% of the population were slaves

· This led to the Franco-Haitian Revolution, led by Jean-Baptiste Belley he declared Haitian independence in 1791

· The French abolish slavery in 1793 and the National Assembly invites Belley to join the administration

· This created themes of increased racism, fear of the black man preying on white women 

· The Sierra Leone Company was the corporate body involved in founding the second British colony in Africa in 1792 through the resettlement of black or mixed race ex-slaves (called the Nova Scotian Settlers) who had initially been settled in Nova Scotia after the American Revolution.
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Keywords:

Treaty of Campo Forino 1797

Egyptian campaign 1798-1801

Historical teleology

Donation system

Peninsular War 1808-1814

Middle Passage

· The Napoleonic expansion was a phenomena due to its brief era of existence
· France in the 1790s had just had a revolution, therefore, they were at war with most of Europe because the ancient regimes wanted to shut down the revolt
· France was seen as the strongest model of absolutism before the revolution, also considered the cultural capital of Europe
· Napoleon becomes popular due to his military victory in Campo Forino, France acquired Venice
· Idolizes Alexander the Great and his military expansion of the East 
· Argues for the procurement of Egypt as a colony of France due to its vast cotton resources, French government agrees and funnels much of the funds taken from the sacking of Venice and puts it into learning about the Egyptian landscape and ways to take over the country 
· Napoleon wanted to fashion himself in art and in the clothes he wore as a liberator instead of a conqueror 
· Napoleon, after being victorious in Egypt, proclaims that all French are muslim, trying to liberate them from ottoman tyranny, made to ferment rebellion throughout Muslim countries
· Napoleon constantly used the MO of using wealth accumulated from conquest to further expansion
· Britain creates a coalition with the rest of the European and Middle Eastern empires to fight Napoleonic expansion 
· Napoleon turns back to Europe and expands outward from France, turning European countries into subjects of Napoleons France, having to adhere to a donation system
· The donation system was based on expansionist ideas, all conquered nations would be empowered as long as they agreed to expand in French interests 
· Napoleon works his best to centralize his new empire, but the wealth is not flowing back to him so he tries to take over an overseas empire, like Spain which leads to the Peninsular War in 1808
· Napoleon rolls over Spain but encounters massive guerrilla resistance and ultimately fails in taking over the Spanish empire completely, however, he acquires Louisiana 
· Napoleon tries to take over Portugal, but Portugal had made a massive deal with Britain which allowed them Brazil as a colony in return for British m
· Historical teleology: writing history with already knowing what happens, seemingly unavoidable
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Keywords:

· “kanakas” and “coolies”

· Charter Act 1813

· The Vedas

· Brahmin

· Sati

· French in Algeria 

· Must reference Mary Prince on the exam

· After slavery was abolished in 1833 in the British Empire, there was an absence of labor, 20 million pounds were paid to plantation owners in compensation for losing their labor force

· The British sought out indentured laborers, they found “kanakas” in Australia, essentially illiterate natives whom were enticed into signing a labor contract to work for the empire overseas

· Also used Indians and Asians, called “coolies”, used on plantations, in mining, railroad building

· Introduced the movement of hundreds of thousands of people from one culture to another

· Most of the East Indian Companies of the 18th century go bankrupt at the beginning of the 19th century, during the Napoleonic Wars the EIC’s expand frantically because they believe Britain is distracted in Europe, which creates expensive wars in India

· The British government is forced to bailout the companies and create the Charter of 1813, which dissolves the companies monopolies on industries 

· Develops the colonial bureaucracy in India, companies have to take responsibility for their controlled areas

· Modeled after Napoleon, the EIC’s act like liberators and promise to give back to the colonized, take instruction from Hindu belief to devise a new law 

· The EIC’s try to decipher “The Vedas” a series of Hindu transcripts, they use Brahmins (priests, academics) to help them create the new law using The Vedas (idealized and theoretical rather than practical 

· Sati or suttee, in Hindu belief is about sex and death…Brahmin wives, upon their husbands deaths would burn the bodies and throw themselves onto the fire, considered ultra-orthodox not mainstream, became a fetish of the European travel logs… the new law was to outlaw this tradition, which was debated among the Indian population, suttee’s became a technology of resistance 

· Congress of Vienna in 1815 officially defeats Napoleon and disposes him of his power, the treaty agrees that European nations would not go to war over territory, maintain the status quo 

· France believed they needed a new overseas colony, they choose Algeria due to its proximity, Charles X puts a naval blockade (proposed earlier by Napoleon) on Algiers, they take Algiers but with much resistance from Muslim armies, the French mandate is ferocious, kill all men over 15 and send all women and children away

· In 1848, France takes Algeria in as a part of the country
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Keywords:

· “Springtime of the Peoples” – 1848

· quinine

· Myth of the Racist White Woman

· “Poor White” problem

· Indian Rebellion 1857-58

· Indian Civil Service

· Home Charges 

· After slavery was abolished in the Britain, the empire had to be reconfigured 

· The “Springtime of the Peoples” refers to a number of massive uprisings throughout Europe, a series of revolutions that breakout seemingly simultaneously, worker movements, nationalist uprisings against the Hapsburg, French and British Empires 

· 1848, is the year of the Communist Manifesto, ignites the proletariat into rebellion

· Most successful revolt was in Paris

· Throughout the 1840s, there were massive food shortages, the poor grew in numbers, this created an out flux of immigration from Europe to the colonies of their respective empires

· Quinine is a prophylactic medicine for malaria, you take it to prevent it, derived from the cinchona tree bark; Spanish Jesuit missionaries discovered the bark during the conquistador era. By the 1840s-1850s, Europeans were not dying as often in the colonies due to this medication, made the colonies more desirable for metro pole families to live 

· More families move to tropical colonies, a noticeable increase in racial segregation, empires create race laws and seemingly become more racist 

· The Racist White Woman myth is the belief that racism grew within empires because of the movement of white women to colonies, in reality it was more of a nationalist sentiment that led to racism against non-whites; in 19th century novels “memsahib” was the white woman who controlled the household, they were portrayed as lazy and racist

· There is also a lot of anti-Irish racism due to the growing racist mentality within the British Empire, starts to create racial divides between different nationalities of white people, ideas about class, race, and nationality all come together in the mid 19th century

· The Indian Rebellion of 1857-58, begins as a mutiny within the Indian army and turns into a cross-country civil war/ war of independence, the British East India Companies had armies full of Indian nationals, a culmination of abuse to the Indian soldiers led to the mutiny which spread across the country an into civil society

· In 1858, the British government takes over formal control of India, no longer controlled by the EIC 

· This rebellion leads to a pessimistic, racist backlash towards India, a rumor in Britain took hold that the Indian rebellion was about raping white women, created a psychic trauma in Britain

· The rebellion led to the creation of the Indian Civil Service, British people had to take an exam (which was mainly about British elements) in order to become a member of the new bureaucracy in India, Indians tried to take the exam but were initially denied until the numbers of British people applying dwindled 

· To pay for the new Indian government, Home Charges were established, basically a tax on the Indian people, the most well funded office within the empire became the Indian office, the wealth accumulated from the home charges are channeled back to Britain where the elite spend it lavishly  
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Keywords:

· “Unification” in Germany and Italy

· Ausgleich of 1867

· Opium

· Eastern Question

· Crimean War (1853-56)

· Nationalist movements arise in 1848, in Italy, and Germany, they begin to expand throughout continental Europe thereafter 

· The nationalist movements within Germany and Italy lead to the unification of both countries

· The King of Sardegna kingdom becomes the king of Italy, creating tensions between north and south Italy 

· Prussian expansion leads to the unification of Germany, attempted to recover the Roman Empire in Germany

· By 1871, there are two “wannabe” empires on the European scene, crowding an already competitive arena 

· Within the Hapsburg Empire, the crown purposely blurs the line between colonizer and colonized in order to keep the population from uprising before the nationalist movements which arose in and after 1848 

· The Ausgleigh (Compromise) of 1867 is when the Austrian Empire and the Hungarian Empire merge together, creating a dual-monarchy

· Basically gives Hungarians control over their own policies, Hungarians are identified as the main minority within the Hapsburg Empire

· Within the Hungarian Empire, within the Hapsburg Empire, there is a Hungarian civilizing mission going on, called Magyarization, Christianity is also pushed upon the population, either Catholicism or Protestantism was accepted, anti-Muslim

· Many similarities between the unity of the Hungarians and Austrians and the British North America Act in Canada, both were implemented in 1867

· The American Revolution of 1776, is a major financial blow to the British Empire, they lose cotton production and tobacco production… this forces British attention to India, where it becomes a new tobacco and cotton producer

· Britain looks for new markets to trade with which forces them to look for a product that the Chinese will trade for, this becomes opium

· The East India Company uses India as a production ground for opium, they sell it to China and the massive profits are used by the EIC to expand into Afghanistan to secure land for opium production

· China attempts to make opium illegal due to it high addiction rate, Britain says they can’t do this because of free trade and the countries go to war, known as the Opium Wars, China loses greatly and the British secure new trade markets within China (Hong Kong, etc.) 

· After the Opium Wars, China is opened up to the world, before, it maintained an isolationist stance

· Opium consumption becomes associated with Eastern culture

· Prior to the direct trade between Britain and China, the Ottoman Empire was the middle man for trade between the two countries, they made a ton of money through taxing goods coming through their empire, the direct trade between China and Britain is a financial blow to the Ottomans 

· The Ottomans recover the lost revenues from the Chinese/British trade by expanding into North Africa and parts of the Middles East 

· During the 19th century, many nationalist movements arise within the Ottoman Empire, creating a drain on the Ottomans military

· After Greece gains its independence from the Ottomans, Europe asks the “Eastern Question”, about who will take over the Ottoman territory once the empire inevitably collapses

· France, Britain, Hapsburgs and Russians all begin eyeing different territories within the Ottoman Empire, this leads to the Crimean War 

· The Crimean War begins over a local dispute between the orthodox clergy and the Ottoman empire

· Napoleon the 3rd of France is looking for any way to build up the French Empire, he believes that the Ottomans had disrespected Christians and the French needed to protect Christians everywhere, this leads to an international dispute between the French and Ottomans

· At this time, Russia sees the Ottomans as weak and moves troops into the Black Sea region, the Ottomans attack the Russian troops but eventually lose the Black Sea, this scares the British and France, creating a war between the British, French, and eventually the Hapsburg empires and the Russian Empire

· The European empires are the “winners” of the war and the Ottoman Empire is sustained but in debt to Europe… Russian defeat creates heavy anti-Muslim policies with Russia

· By 1882, the Ottoman Empire declares bankruptcy and Britain and France have to bail it up, they believed having the Ottoman Empire intact was better then a dispute over whom would control the area 

· The Ottoman Empire is forced to modernize due to an emerging middle class, this creates tension between the minorities which forces policy change by the Ottomans

· During this modernization, the Ottomans begin buying modern military hardware from the Prussians, because the Ottomans were being bankrolled by Britain and France, Prussian profits were coming from Europe
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Keywords:

· 2nd Industrial Revolution

· Gold rushes

· Imperial citizenship

· Suez canal

· Great Depression 1873-1896

· “Scramble for Africa”

· International African Association

· Berlin Conference 1884-85

· Imperial bureaucracy

· Association 

· Britain at the turn of the 20th century has a manufacturing economy, basically a monopoly on the textile and coal market, London is the preeminent capital of finance and banking

· Four empires come to power whom threaten the British Empire’s power, the 2nd Industrial Revolution mainly encompasses the rise of steel making, thus leading to bigger machines, new mining technics, bigger machinery, faster equipment… electricity takes off and the rise of the oil market

· The U.S. (industrializes after the American Revolution and industrializes again after the civil war, come to rival Britain in manufacturing output)

· Japan “Meiji” or major restoration, signals a political and economic restructuring of the Japanese empire, Japan begins to Westernize or modernize due to the realization of European dominance in China, see it as a threat if they do not keep up, they appropriate other methods of doing things and make them Japanese

· Britain begins trying to build ties with these two rising industrial powers, creates naval agreements with Japan and as a result they alienate Australia 

· Russia also grows in the Industrial Revolution, in part because of its massive manpower and abundant natural resources

· Germany is the last Empire to grow out of the industrial revolution after its unification, Germany moves into the same manufacturing fields as Britain, basically taking them over by the end of the 19th century 

· France at the time moves into the silk and rubber industries, the dominant market for silk is in Asia, so it becomes a government activity to develop imperial ties in Asia, this is were they colonize French Indochina… they receive a ton of resistance in this area, France moves into this area because the other empires were in most other parts of the world 

· The rise of these competing empires creates a new and complex international market, which leads to the rise of gold as the common trading currency

· This leads to gold rushes throughout the world, mostly within the British Empire, with better technology and new mining techniques it becomes easier to mine gold 

· There emerges labour diasporas of people following the gold rushes and precious metals, new ideas form about rights and citizenship due to this massive movement of people from colony to colony, they realize the rules are different in different colonies 

· One idea is imperial citizenship, a citizen of a specific empire should have the same rights in all of its colonies 

· The Suez Canal begins being built in 1858 after encouragement from the French government, both Egypt and France would finance the build, but Egypt ends up barring the brunt, it takes 10 years to complete it and throughout the period the British Empire opposes its build due to it not being under their control and because it uses corvee labor (basically slave labor), as well, Britain has numerous trading posts located along the coast of Africa that stood to lose business with the opening of the Suez Canal 

· During the 1860s, the cotton industry is diverted away from the U.S. due to its civil war, thus Egypt becomes the major cotton producer and through these profits they increase their military, however, the U.S. recovers its cotton industry quickly after the civil war, which creates instability in Egypt, investors for the Suez Canal begin pulling out creating a stock market crash in 1873 (also due to the 2nd industrial revolutions oversaturation of the market), this leads to the First Great Depression

· This depression leads to the “Scramble for Africa”, the British see securing Africa as the way to secure the Suez Canal and thus trade throughout the world, “gentleman’s capitalism” is no longer

· The French also turn their attention to Africa because they seek to rival the British, also because of the gold rushes in South Africa and the Gold Coast, the emerging powers want to get in on the gold deposits and territories that might have other precious metals, everyone wants gold to jump start their economy as well they see Africa as an untapped consumer base 

· This leads to an era of competition 1880s-1890s

· Political thought at the time was that a significant empire leads to having a significant culture, leading to all empires believing they needed to expand 

· Not only governments get involved, the International African Association emerges to observe humanity throughout Africa, they first go into Congo to study indigenous slavery, in reality it was a company owned by Leopold II of the Belgium Empire, a private company tasked with finding gold, they find abundant rubber sources in the Congo instead and create a brutal slave labour industry 

· There is intense fighting between France and Britain in the 1880-90s in East Africa, especially for control of Sudan and the Suez Canal company, Britian emerges as the major shareholder of the Suez Canal thus gaining control 

· All of this competition in Africa as seen as a cause for war between the empires, there was already wars being created by the empires against the indigenous peoples of Africa, Otto Von Bismark sees this threat of war and wants to avoid this because he believes the Prussian empire will be defeated, he calls the European empires to the Berlin Conference, the meeting was called to discuss the Congo and the International African Association, the company is seen as doing a fine job because the IAA says all of the war going on is due to indigenous slavery, thus the IAA gains international sanctions to up its influence in the area, creating the free state of the Congo… this allowed Europeans to freely travel to the country, allowing prominent writers to draw light on the atrocities being committed by the IAA resulting in the Belgium government taking over control 

· The conference also defined boundaries owned by each Empire, but they had to effectively claim the land by occupying the territories, this creates a new invasive imperialism, it created a unique imperial bureaucracy in each empire which focused on how colonial politics would by handled

· The British and French choose association as their form of rule, British choose to deal with the aristocracy of each colonial region and the French choose to deal with the bourgeoisie (merchants) in each colonial region
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Keywords:

· Fashoda Crisis 1898

· Aceh War (1873-1903)

· Tuku Umar

· Spanish-American War 1898

· Separatists, Autonomists, Unionists

· USS Maine

· South African War (1899-1902)

· After the Berlin Conference that divided up Africa between the European empires, there was a sense of who controlled or wanted which regions of Africa… The Germans were particularly interested in controlling central Saharan Africa, which made them rub shoulders with the British in the East and the French in the West 

· The Fashoda Crisis develops because the British want to secure Egypt and Sudan, yet the French under Napoleon had built up a small enclave in the area and demonstrated effective occupation… In 1898, the British kick France out of the Fashoda area and realizes it is not the world power it used to be, thus they align themselves with the British, ending centuries of rivalry…This alienates Germany… The British allow the French to take over Morocco but this creates a crisis situation about what will Germany do 

· The Dutch, realizing they are outclassed in Africa, make a deal with Britain to leave Africa for Britain and the other European powers in return for the ability to colonize Indonesia (East Indies), this results in numerous wars between the Dutch and the indigenous kingdoms in the region

· The Dutch make war with the Aceh Kingdom, full out guerrilla warfare

· The Dutch want to inoculate the region from small pox and thus forcibly inject people with the small pox vaccination, leading to a myth that the Dutch were vampires and needed to take your blood, a tool of resistance by the indigenous 

· Tuku Umar is trained by the Dutch to fight the other rebel groups in the region, but in turn he ends up fighting the Dutch 

· The Dutch, being entrenched in war in Aceh for nearly 3 decades, create concentration camps to hold anyone they see as a rebel and employ a terror campaign… The international community begin to condemn the Dutch for these actions which brings about the debate whether the war is really necessary 

· The Spanish Empire at this time had depleting colonies, Cuba was seen as the gem of the empire, large amounts of immigration from Spain to Cuba which causes a rise in nationalist movements in the area

· The Separatist movement whom condemned the Spanish Empire for keeping slavery in Cuba until 1887 vouched for independence and were the most resistant using guerrilla warfare

· Another movement was the Autonomists whom wanted to stay in the dominion but be able to govern their own country and affairs

· A third group were the Unionists whom wanted to remain in the empire, mainly because they owned the sugar and tobacco plantations and had trade ties with the metro pole

· These three groups begin a civil war, most fighting between the Autonomists and Unionists, while the Spanish tried to quell the conflict yet being harassed by the Separatist guerrillas 

· Throughout this, America is looking on with a keen eye to taking over the Spanish Empires colonies while Spain is depleting…The USS Maine enters Cuban waters and explodes after hitting a Spanish mine, this gives America a reason to declare war on Spain

· America gains the Spanish colonies, they are considered “protectorates”, Cuba gains dominion status where America allows them to control themselves but controls their foreign affairs and has the right to intervene if they feel it is necessary 

· The South African War (Boer War) was fought by numerous different groups against the British whom wanted to control the vast gold resources in the area…The British use concentration camps to imprison the Boers (all local populations of Dutch decent) later used as an example for Jewish concentration camps by Hitler

· The British realize they need a large army, thus they call on their dominions like Canada and Australia to volunteer soldiers for the war 
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· At the turn of the 20th century, the popular commodity strays from precious metals to oil, becomes a “nationally strategic commodity”, coal is still in the picture but more and more oil becomes the sought after commodity 

· Heightened attention turns to the Ottoman Empire due to its abundant oil reserves… the British Empire make it a priority to control as much of the Middle East as possible, they use their navy to control the Persian Gulf 

· The rise of nationalism in the Ottoman Empire threatens to destabilize the region, specifically the Serbians whom cut across imperial boundaries 

· The German Empire gets its hands on oil at the beginning of the 20th century, which makes the British Empire very nervous, at this time a German company attempts to build a railway from Hamburg, Germany to Baghdad to ship oil from the region to the metro pole… This threatens British and French interests in the area, see it as a plan from Germany to send troops the other way and seemingly take over the Ottoman Empire…Britain and France are unsuccessful at shutting down the construction of the railway, try to financially hinder the company after diplomatic strategies fail…The Baghdad Railway Crisis is seen as a catalyst to the escalation of tension leading to the brink of war in Europe in 1914, but at this time Franz Ferdinand is shot and this becomes the main crisis which ignites WWI

· Franz Ferdinand is shot by a Serbian nationalist apart of the Black Hand nationalist group in Austria-Hungary, they declare war on Serbia whom have an alliance with Russia, Austria-Hungary have an alliance with Germany… The Ottomans secretly ally with the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy)…Germany employs the Schlieffen Plan which is a strategy to roll over Belgium to invade France, works very well, which ignites a war between the Triple Entente and the Central Powers, WWI begins

· Africa during WWI: The warring empires in Europe look to Africa for providing troops for the European fronts, the Germans are not worried about rebellion after training Africans and arming them, they conscript Africans fro fighting in Europe… The British are extremely threatened by the idea of rebellion in their colonies if they arm the population, so they conscript “carriers” people from colonies were used to carry the equipment and gear of the advancing armies in Europe, the British are forced to conscript the Boer Army in South Africa because they don’t trust blacks in their other colonies, however, Boer loyalty to the British is questionable after the Boer war in 1899, ¼ of South Africa’s army rebels against the British and sides with the Germans, the British engage in combat with Germany in their East African colonies… The French Empire has no choice but to conscript Africans from their few colonies… The Belgium Congo Army is probably the strongest on the continent due to it’s constant war with the indigenous people and it’s discipline

· East Asia: Australia, New Zealand and Japan go to war with German colonies in Southeast Indonesia, Japan uses this opportunity to expand its influence in the area    

· Middle East: Once the Ottoman Empire declares war on the British and French, this allows the two empires to take any territory from the Ottomans they had sought before the war, the British make promises to Arab groups in the Middle East which destabilizes the region (refer to textbook for more info)

· As WWI drags on, Britain and France begin worrying about the size of their armies, thus they begin touting the idea of “imperial citizenship” claiming that colonies owed their duty to the empire and in return they would give the dutiful colonies rights even dominion (India), Britain relied on volunteers up until the middle of the war, they tried to bring conscription into all of its colonies, the only colony that was wholly for the idea was New Zealand (wanted to gain a separate identity from Australia), New Zealand ended up sending the most men (1/5) per capita, however the Indian Army sends the most troops 1.4 million due to the belief that they would become citizens of the empire and receive dominion status…casualty rates of colony troops are much higher than British regulars due to being deployed in the most dangerous fronts of the war 

· Before the war, the French believed they needed strong colonies to provide “primitive war drones” (aka Africans) for the ranks of the French army in the event of a major war… Most colonial administrators advised against trying to conscript it’s colonial populations, however, the French implemented it anyways, and this immediately creates a rebellion in West Africa… They send a black Senegalese adviser, Blaise Diagne, to West Africa to conscript the population, he works his position to get the best possible deal for the conscripts if they sign up (a rebel within the colonial government)… 600,000 colonial troops are provided for the European fronts half from African and half from Indochina, the Germans use this as a propaganda tool, saying this is what happens if you are a subject of the French empire

· The trenches can be seen as a “contact zone” for meeting different cultures and categories of difference (class, race, religion)     

Keywords:

· Paris Peace Conference

· Racial Equality Clause

· Pan-African Congress

· Mandate System

· Soviet Union

· Comintern

· The end of WWI brings the breakdown of 4 empires: Russian, Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman and German

· The American Empire grows as do the British and French whom begin to gobble up Germany’s colonies and administer Ottoman territory. The Japanese Empire rises at this time as well

· The Treaty of Versailles’ infamous “Guilt Clause” essentially blames Germany for WWI, they are alienated and humiliated, leading to the rise of Nazism… Many look at the Paris Peace Conference as establishing a new international order, the League of Nations

· The principle of self-determination captures the imagination of the world, gives people the world over expectations of massive change… the war showed Europe the bankruptcy of it’s imperial arrogance

· The conference is the first truly global event, the media covered it heavily, people could hear Wilson giving his speech… Wilson is spouting all of this national self-determination but when asked for help from colonies, America refuses to help them… Anti-colonial leaders from different cultures, Ho Chi Minh, Gandhi, Du Bois travel to the conference to learn about how they could achieve what Wilson was preaching… this also causes trouble in the British Dominions, whom thought they were countries and wanted their own representation at the conference and to acquire British colonies (Canada wanted control of the West Indies, South Africa control of German African colonies)… Japan also attended the conference and wanted some part of the reparation payments, control of Britain’s Southeast Asian colonies (which Australia also wanted)

· The racial equality clause proposed by the Japanese at the conference did not sit well with the empires, as America had segregation laws and an anti-Asian campaign in the west, also business was promoted based on racial hierarchy… The French on the other hand, end up supporting the clause (mainly to stick it to Britain)… The U.S. were vocally opposed due to their laws against rights to various races in America (demonstrations in support of Wilson’s opposition break out in America, whereas, demonstrations in Japan were in support for the clause) Britain was in the same camp… Billy Hughes, from Australia, wholly opposed the clause due to their “White Australia” legislation… As with most of the Dominions, they did not support the clause due to highly racialised laws… Japan forces the clause to a vote, it passes, but Wilson denies it being enacted… Japan is humiliated and disillusioned, planting the seeds of WWII 

· Du Bois and Blaise Diagne set up the Pan-African Congress in response to the opposition of the racial equality clause and the disillusionment of Wilson’s 14 points… Created to unite leaders opposed to empire and the new system being put into place… the rise of race pride and civil activism occurs after the conference… Gandhi becomes a leader of the “Quit India” activist group and becomes prominent in opposing Britain in India… Ho Chi Minh decides not to work within the system and turn to communism… the Congress forces the imperial powers to enforce anti-activism in the colonies 

· The Mandate System comes out of the conference, supposed to divide the territories of the failed empires, decide if they would be come nations… Created a grading system to determine whether regions were able to be independent, the countries on the verge of independence would be overseen by the League of Nations, colonies whom needed more development but could possibly attain independence were overseen by the traditional empires, and colonies that were believed to never be an independent nation (mainly in Africa) were left as colonies… The system didn’t determine any guidelines for how a country could become independent or who was to judge it…. What happens is mandates under Britain and France were essentially still colonies, but without the trouble of managing them as colonies 

· The Soviet Union comes into being in 1917, but takes a while to get established due to civil war after the revolution… It sets up to be essentially the “anti-empire, empire”, the government would be made up of various councils throughout the region whom would meet and make policy decisions… It was going to be a land of equality based on race, class, religion, gender… However, the government created class inequality, a dictatorship of the proletariat, supposed to transition into a non-government but power corrupts 
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· Both Europe and Africa are in shambles after WWI, anti-colonial nationalism mobilizes against imperial powers… The Comintern is funding most national movements… also the rise of anti-imperial movements in the metro poles, a vociferous minority… increase of racism in the metro poles as well

· Britain emerges from WWI as the most powerful empire it has ever been, included ¼ of the world’s population, but they lack the financing to participate in any wars or conflicts, so they make a secret pledge to resort to diplomacy at all costs for one decade, hopefully coming back in the 1930s as a strong military power… The Irish after WWI, are in open rebellion, the British sign the Anglo-Irish treaty and gives Ireland independence, but under a partition 

· In 1922, the Chanak Crisis erupts in the Mediterranean, Turkey tests it’s boundaries on how much they can expand into Greek territory… Britain threatens to go to war with Turkey and bring in their Dominions, however, they didn’t ask the Dominions to participate, angering them, specifically Canada… After WWI, Dominions felt they were not obligated to send their civilians to war whenever the British beckoned… Britain, France and Turkey end up sitting down and negotiating, Turkey gains much of the sought after Greek territory…This negotiation initiated a series of imperial conferences

· Britain sits down with it’s Dominions and creates the Commonwealth Nations, giving the dominions equal rights to Britain, signing the Statute of West Minster… The language of “Whiteness” is prominent, Commonwealth is referred to as the “white” nations… creates easier immigration for white citizens of the commonwealth to travel and live in various British dominions… The new imperial citizenship is based on whiteness and Englishness

· The Commonwealth creates the “Sterling Bloc” a trading union based on the pound sterling… prior to WWI Britain controlled 60% of world trade through London, however, after WWI the trading center moves to New York… Canada resists the Sterling Bloc and creates it’s own currency based on the U.S. gold standard, the British surprisingly are okay with this as they see Canada’s economy as being controlled heavily by the U.S. anyways

· After WWI, the British move 1/3 of it’s military into bases in the Middle East, readying it’s defense against possible attacks on the Suez… Britain also cuts ties with Japan in order to keep Australia happy… Britain begins to pursue policies of indirect rule in order to cut costs, all they wanted was to control the economies of their colonies… Britain moves toward a “diarchy system” a double rule system in the colonies, Britain as the overseers… This doesn’t work, specifically in India, Britain is forced to claim that dominion status was right around the corner for India, Gandhi’s movement is still prominent … Britain is also forced to allow India to industrialize, but enforces taxes on all of the new goods they produce… Try to impose a tax on British salt, but Gandhi organizes his “Salt March” to the ocean to obtain their own salt, Gandhi was hitting the empire where it hurt the most, trade

· The French Empire during the inter-war period, the government outlines its version of the commonwealth, called the “French Union” more of an idea than anything… In French colonies, the idea was for local governments to be formed by elected representatives, this creates the debate between the “Assimilationist and the Associationists”… Assimilationists did not factor in race as a quality for imperial citizenship; if the person adhered to French culture then they should be seen as an equal citizen, considered left leaning and socialist… The Associationists believed in a strong metropolitan France, considered anti-humanitas, France would empower colonies but maintain the social hierarchy that France was the absolute power holder, they rationalized this using “retraditionalization”, any change that wasn’t traditional would be shut down by the French… The French government pursue the Associationists line, essentially turn back the clock to the 1890s, anything that had changed since then was reversed, they become more and more out of touch with their colonial populations, leading to paranoia in French governments to what was happening in the colonial populations, a very unsustainable policy… This system initiated the term “Negritude” from intellectual movements within colonial populations, creates a new black identity a precursor to black power, preached that models for rule of colonies cannot be found in Europe and people should look elsewhere, possibly the Soviet Union for more efficient systems, creates an increase in learning about African history and culture; a wing of Negritude denounces the French and preaches solidarity 

· Germany post WWI becomes the Weimar Republic, German citizens come to realize that the Weimar is not German, doesn’t represent German culture and was created by outsiders in the peace treaties that followed WWI… The Nazi Party argues this point, believed it was created by colonial powers, essentially the Paris Peace Conference was like the Scramble for Germany, how to install a colonial government; however, the Weimar were elected by the Germans… This sparks an anti-colonial nationalism in Germany, which applies the same anti-colonial concepts as seen in actual colonies to it’s own situation, perceiving itself as a colony, this allows the perception that the Germans are the ultimate underdogs… They continue to make the claim that the Weimar are alien and are run by and support every race and religion other than that of Germany… Hitler’s vision of the Nazi Empire; he believed that losing the German colonies after WWI was a good thing, the colonies create contact zones for cultural contamination, cause metropolitan Europe to negotiate with inferior races, also believes that the European empires rely on Jews as their intermediaries and were being corrupted because of this… His view of imperial expansion was a land based vision, where Germany could expand it’s borders for true Arians to spread out “Lebenstraum”, sought to takeover and recreate the Austro-Hungarian empire but with less tolerance… Hitler also believed Germans would have a consumer and material society, to obtain goods they would need to takeover the British and French Empires and keep them intact, therefore Berlin would not be a contact zone…Hitler was intrigued with British imperialism, specifically South Africa and the Boers, believed they were like the Germans, trying to throw off the suppressing empire… This leads to a propaganda campaign valorizing Ohm Kruger, a fictional freedom fighter in the Boer War, tragedy being his fight for his brethren but being defeated by the British, essentially trying to initiate a hatred for the British and prepare for the invasion of Britain 
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· From the end of WWII to about the late 1980s, the era was called decolonization… Every decolonization story is a little bit different and it is a common falsehood to believe that it was a peaceful process… Colonies wanted independence which forced Europe into a situation where they had to decolonize… the issue of neo-colonialism arises due to the unfinished process of decolonization

· The decolonization period is understood in the Cold War context, independence movements tended to lean towards the left and were thus funded by the SU

· The new atomic and electronic technology that emerged from WWII creates a whole new struggle for resources that were commonly found in the colonies, therefore they were in the radar of the two superpowers 

· Britain following WWII was economically in shambles, they look to their colonies, particularly India, for answers… They fear that India may side with the Soviet Union so Britain offers it dominion status and increases trade… Britain diplomatically works hard to maintain the Sterling Bloc and rearm itself for defense against the SU and defend its empire from rebellion

· The Postwar Commonwealth strays from the old white empires and becomes an all inclusive union of independent colonies that do not turn to communism… the apartheid system in South Africa forces it to withdraw from the commonwealth… the relationship between the British empire and the colonies would now be about development of the colonies… India being stronger than most other colonies, finds a third way, they lean left constantly threatening to go communist but hold out to see what the West will do in return… In Britain’s rush to get out of the area, they partition India into Muslim Pakistan and Hindu India, however it is not a clean break as both cultures remain on either side, this creates civil war in the region which Britain takes no responsibility for… millions of people died because of this process 

· Britain realizes that if they foster nationalist movements, the nations may be friendly to them after independence, this is where the “Third Force” emerges, being a friendly “third world” country to the West, essentially puppet states  
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· Bandung Conference was devoted to establishing financial, economic and political independence for post-colonial nations, attempting to create a Non-Aligned movement to balance the power of the Cold War

· Neo-colonialism:

· After WWII, three mentalities emerge in France: having seen Nazism in action they realize imperialism and colonialism should be abandoned, the silent majority (those ravished by WWII) didn’t really care about overseas problems, and those vocally for maintaining the colonial empires so to repair the metro poles

· The Vichy Regime was a French government under the control of the German Nazi government located in France, it was opposed by the Free French government that was located mainly in London but in the colonies as well
