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Quiz: 

1)- Global warming is caused by greenhouse gases (HGC's), which trap heat radiated away from the earth's surface. GHG's are emitted by:

a) Release of chlorofluorocarbon refrigerants

b) Burning of coal, oil, and wood for heating homes.

c) Combustion of gasoline in automobiles.

d)- All of the above

Answer: d)- All of the above.

2)- Over the next 100 years it is expected that global energy consumption will: 

c)- Will be more dependent on coal. 

Common Pool Resources (CPR): 

The Common Pool Resource is defined as a natural or human-made resource system that “belongs” to everyone. Nevertheless, due to pollution, this type of resource is in risk. 

Sustainability of Common Pool Resources through an example:

Bus transportation is more efficient than private cars transportation. The bus produces less contamination in comparison with travelling by car. 

Example: 

Bus: a person takes 20 minutes on bus plus 10 minutes walking.

Car: for the same distance, a person driving a car takes 20 minutes in total to arrive to destination. 

If “everyone” drives: the travel takes 40 minutes.

If “everyone” drives, using the bus takes 40 minutes for travellling plus 10 minutes walking. 

CPR Management options:

- Adding incentives to use public transportation. 

- Appeal to public conscience. 

- To be forced to take public transportation. 

- Fines for driving a car. 

The solutions mentioned are in conflict with the freedom assured by laws. 

Electricity from coal fired generating facilities:

It is better of everyone avoids this way if energy due to the air pollution generated by carbon dioxide on the air. 

Fishing: 

Overfishing is negatively impacting the number of species in rivers and sea. Nevertheless alternatives to fix this problem have also a negative impact, especially in economy. 

Prohibiting fishing would not be economically efficient. 

Limiting fishing would be another possibility. This could help limiting overfishing, but it is still economically inefficient for fishers and tourism. 

Another solution could be privatizing the commons. Each person would have the right to a certain amount of fishing access or fish benefits. 

Non-polluting incentives: 

The emissions trading is a market-based approach used to control pollution. I consist in providing economic incentives for achieving reductions in the emissions of pollutants. 
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