Classic Sociology

Theorists:
· August Comte (1798-1857)
· August is considered to be one of the early fathers of sociology
· Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
· Emile is mostly recognized and associated with his study of suicide in France
· The emphasis of Emile’s work was on social unity
· Karl Marx (1818-1853)
· Karl was interested on conflicts and what things would bring about social change
· Max Weber (1864-1920)
· Max made many contributions towards the field of sociology such as the idea that the world had to be studied in the most neutral and most unbiased way 
· If we are going to understand people, we need to understand their culture

Macrosociology:
· Look at the ways that individual behaviour is influenced by broader society
· For the most part; Durkheim, Marx and Weber are considered macro-sociologists

Microsociology
· Ways that individual behaviour and perceptions influence society 

Human Behaviour

Biology or Social Learning?

Natural Drive or Instinct?
· With same basic genetic matter, why display wide range behaviours?

Biological Instincts?
· Determine behaviour? 

Biological Determinism:
· Explanations of: social inequality, aggression, competition, territoriality 

Significance of the Social:
· Complex interplay; biology and social learning

Inherited Tendencies:
· Physical and social environment still have an effect on human characteristics
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