Week 3: What is the media doing? What should they do?

Chomsky: movie in class

· the arguments that philosophers make are ongoing enterprise
· over time you criticize other works which helps us find out more and become more knowledgeable
· it is not that case that what is right and what is wrong is it a function of you opinion or cultural group
· just because years ago there were slaves doesn’t mean it was right back then 
· we have to accept that there are certain basic universal rules that apply no matter what
· McLuhan: if we really want to understand human nature, we have to look at the tools people use and design to understand how to get along with people around us, he has an extremely broad definition of what is technology
· The message: you identify it by looking at the way humans look at it and how humans act following to the introduction to the technology
· Think of it in terms of archeologists, they primarily look at tools to find out what they did what they did back then. McLuhan is looking at this technique and using it to understand the message of technology
· Think about how life was like before the modern mass media, how did humans communicate? What were there restrictions?
· The rise of the free press actually facilitated democracy
· In the context of course, the relevant change that is introduced in the media: it allows for the possibility of democracy
· In order to give there consent(government) those being ruled need to be informed
· If there was no media, we wouldn’t be informed
· The change that the media introduces is a whole new system of government
· Mcluhan: media changes the way we are able to govern ourselves
· The rise of mass media doesn’t mean there has to be democracy, but it now gives us the ability to have it possible

Rules of Media:
· in order to properly inform citizens, so those citizens can make the best informed choices in respect of political decisions, the media needs to be:
· a: objective/independent, not under the direct control of the governemtn
· b: critical, not willing to simply accept the statements/information provided by government resources(Chomsky makes a big deal of this)
· best example: the daily show, here is what this politician said yesterday and what they said three years ago that contradicts it
· c: neutral, not biased in favour of any of the several competing political groups(government of otherwise) competing for dominance
· if this is what we expect of the media, it is going to be a branch of government 
· the primary goal of the media is to control a political function, those being governed can make decisions and criticisms
· if media fails to provide information, then it is failing to fulfill the ethical obligations to citizens in a democratic society

	
	What media is doing
	What media should be doing

	· fourth branch of government 
	· most poeple
	· Chomsky most people

	· propaganda machine
	· chomsky
	· Lippman the ruling elites


·  
The filters
· think coffee, the grounds don’t come through, just the good coffee of the ‘good’ propaganda 
· with the media the important stuff gets left behind, it’s the stuff that makes us want to change the world around us 
· self censorship: the journalist are filtering 
· free market: there is no small room where people get together and decide how things will operate: it is simply just set up
· FILTER1: the profit motive: the most important, does the significant work 
· Stories that undermine profits wont be published 
· Economic incentives, how having the media owned by private companies
· Failure to live up to profit duty, can lead to being sued example: henry ford
· Mass Media is Big Business
· Media corporations are interconnected with all other forms of business pg.6, 7, 9 (how many major corporations own new media outlets) ex. Bell and rogers and shaw all own most of the media outlets
· All businesses are designed to generate profit: they only differ on how they get the profits
· The control over business is in the hands of a wealthy few, and they and the government share the same interests(maintaining the status quo)
· Things that threaten these corporations will not be released to us, but there will be exceptions (because a good propaganda machine does not look like a propaganda machine)
· FILTER 2: Advertising as the source of revenue
· They make their profits by charging extra money for advitisers
· They are the ones that attract the affluent users (people who have money to burn)
· This forces news outlets to emphasize stories that:
· Will increase reader/viewership to attract advertising revenue
· Avoid airing controversial pieces that might offend advertisers, after all the media itself is a business
· FILTER 3: Official sources subsidize news gathering cost pg.20 list
· Governments and businesses spend billions of dollars annually on public relations, dollars that no other groups in society have
· Both the government and private business go out of there way to make it easy for media outlets
· The prepackaged sanitized stories/versions of stories for the media, and the media willingly accept those storied uncritically 
· Main reason the mass media accept these sources is because of the cost saving to be had by relying on others to prepare these stories
· FILTER 4: Flak increases the cost of doing business
· Flak is any organized expression of public opinion against some news item. Gov’t an corps have both created institutions designed with the exclusive purpose of generating flak
· The limiting effect of flak is based on the threat, real or perceived, that it presents to advertisers 
· Advertisers will withdraw their funds if they…
· FILTER 5: Its good to be us, bad to be them
· Anti- terrorism 
· When it came to communist, when people have a common enemy to hate it brings people together, even if its not true
· Anti communism: the idea is that any sort of news report that might be seen as sympathetic to the opponents point of view, is in fact an expression of support for the opponent and therefore treasonous
· Example: BUSH’S statement: if your not with us, your with them 
· That is, the possibility of objective journalism is negatively affected by a black and white, ‘us against the world’
· It is distracting to hate a particular group so much

“A propaganda approach to media coverage suggests a systematic and highly politicl dichotomization in news coverage based on serviable interests”- page 26

CHOMSKY MOVIE
· his goal is to present us with what he calls the “propaganda model”, should help us to see that the mass media is a propaganda machine
· he does not believe that his view is a conspiracy theory 
· the system has been set up in a way that actors in the media will sensor themselves
· everyone knows what type of stories could get them in trouble, editors will make sure what gets out to the public and what does not
· all the players in the system knows how the model works, they choose what the present to conform to society
· substance of the propaganda machine: page 1 first two paragraphs
· he says: what does the mass media do: it is there function to amuse entertain and inform society (media makes you a ‘good’ citizen, or just to accept things the way they are set up for us)
· totalitarian dictatorship: if your not convinced I will kill you: there is one media outlit, makes it clear that it supports the media elite, formal censorship is absent(democracy)
· they adopt settle mechanisms to allow and make sure people don’t rock the boat, maybe its not that settle, it is pretty obvious that they do that
MOVIE NOTES:
· the new york times is the left dog,  they write stories that looks like they are arguing the status quo
· his optimism about common sense of most people, he is not an elitist, he believes all normal humans have a impressive ability to think creatively, so they should have the ability to recognize the propaganda machine and do something about it (but were not)
· libertarian socialism: Chomsky, thinks that if you make everyone free, they will choose to live in a communist society
· vision of future society: seeking out forms of authority and domination, and challenging their legitimacy. Any inequality needs to be justifiable (present compelling reasons why that authority structure is in place) ex. Its justifiable for parents to have corrosive power over their children
· private control over resources(property) is the biggest problem 
· two competing conceptions of democracy: it’s the rue of elites to trick people they don’t have a say in these things, people in power love to stay in power
· intellectual consent: the manufacture of consent lippman, 
· he has “FAITH IN THE MASSES” (people are generally too stupid to handle it so we will control them and make them feel good)
· 80 percent of the population ignores the propaganda model
· new york times argument: its complicated to describe how stories are chosen and made, the less you know how its done the best (like how a sausage is made)
· appears to have a liberal biased: a good propaganda machine doesn’t look like a propaganda machine, it disguises the things that are happening 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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