Basis of Modern Societies

Point of entry into knowing a culture – from Marx we get the concept of “mode of production”

Mode of Production:
· How do people produce Horticultural societies and Agrarian (more surplus)?

Capitalism:
· Society’s mode of production is central
· Many people referred to industrialization as the “age of the machine”
· In the mid 1800s there were more than 2 million people working in factories in Britain
· Factory life created an entirely new class of people
· Central to the textile industry was cotton
· Coal is a critical component because it is the fuel of the factories
· Britain was a major coal and steel producer
· By 1819 Britain is building 90% of the world’s ships
· With growing industries came a growing population of professionals
· With industrialization comes urbanization, cities began to grow and develop 
· The working conditions of the factories was extremely dangerous
· In 1842 women were no longer allowed to work in mines and boys under the age of ten could not either due to the mining act
· In addition to industrialization and urbanization we also see an increase in technology and inventions
· Important innovations include the steam engine, the steam printer, the sky scraper, and eventually the machine gun, the radiator, and the flush toilet, refrigeration is also developed, and petroleum is harnessed to power the first motor cars
· There are also innovations in communication and cooking

Market:
· People offer goods and services for sale

Commodity:
· An object that is produced specifically for exchange
· Labour power is a commodity

Industrial Revolution:
· New technologies, individuals with capital to invest, available workforce
· Growth of nation-states
· Concept of rights

Comparison Chart: Important for Midterm***
· Pg. 80

Bourgeoisie:
· The owning class 

Proletariat:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Working class, working for a wage







