Analyzing Social Class:
· Marxist terms: social class reflects position to the means of production
· As a status category: a position held by people in society

Status:
· Ascribed: sex or race
· Acquired: such as level of education, occupation or martial status

Dynamics of Power:
· Class is relational
· Classes are structurally in conflict
· Are not monolithic
· Can change over time
· Linked to power
· Have global context

Weber’s Concept of Class:
· Class: refers to socioeconomic status
· Status: level of social prestige
· Party: degree of political power

Socioeconomic Status:
· Based on occupation, income, education, etc.
· Linked to division of labour
· Hierarchy of power
· Visible because of status markers

Capitalist Societies – Work and Consumerism

Maximizing Profit – Cutting Worker Costs

Precarious Employment:
· Temp work
· Part-time work
· Short-term contracts
· Temp work diagram: triangle: worker < temp agency, work site employer

Frederick Taylor:
· Scientific Management, i.e. Japanese auto industry

Lean Production:
· Just-in-time production

Worker Alienation:
· Karl Marx
· Separation of workers from their labour
· Workers lose control over the work process, the product, and the surplus value that they create

Consumerism:
· We think of consumerism as a practice and as a culture
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